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A trade agreement with the European
Union will be possible only if Boris
Johnson and Ursula von der Leyen can
find a new political will to break the
deadlock in talks tonight, Downing
Street has warned.

The prime minister is to meet the
president of the European Commission
for dinner in Brussels in an attempt to
salvage trade negotiations before an
EU summit tomorrow.

Mr Johnson dropped his threat to
break international law and renege on
key parts of the withdrawal agreement
after a deal with the EU on the North-
ern Ireland protocol.

The move will be seen as an act of
good faith that will remove one of the

obstacles in the path to a deal. However,
government sources said that on the
critical issues of fishing, regulatory
alignment and governance there were
still large gaps to be bridged. 

“We need some political impetus if
we can allow the negotiators to resume
and try and finish this off,” one source
said. “If we can make progress at a
political level it may allow Lord Frost
and his team to resume negotiations
over the coming days. But we must be
realistic that an agreement may not be
possible.”

In a briefing to European and foreign
affairs ministers yesterday, Michel
Barnier, the EU’s chief negotiator,
struck a downbeat tone as he warned
that the bloc must not sacrifice its long-
term interests to avoid no-deal. “The
foundation of our future co-operation

with the UK is more important than the
rush,” he said, according to diplomatic
sources. “We cannot sacrifice our long-
term interests for a short-term political
goal.”

He added that the EU also needed to
start preparations for no-deal. “We are
close to the moment of needing urgent
measures — a contingency plan for no
deal,” he said.

The announcement of the meeting
came after the government said that it
had reached an agreement with Brus-
sels on what checks would be needed
on goods crossing between Britain and
Northern Ireland at the end of the tran-
sition period.

The deal means that ministers will
now withdraw contentious clauses
from the internal market bill that would
have given the government the power

to unilaterally override the Northern
Ireland protocol.

The EU had threatened inter-
national legal action over the bill and
warned that it threatened the prospect
of a wider agreement when it was first
published in the summer.

Although not directly linked to nego-
tiations over a future trade deal, the
move is being seen as an attempt to
‘clear the decks’ of distracting issues to
give face-to-face talks between Mr
Johnson and Mrs Von der Leyen the
best chance of success.

The agreement also means that even
if there is not a deal, trade should not be
disrupted between Britain and North-
ern Ireland. Speaking yesterday Mr
Johnson said that negotiations were
proving “very tricky” but that he hoped
that the “power of sweet reason” would

bring both sides together. “Our friends
have just got to understand the UK has
left the EU in order to be able to
exercise democratic control over the
way we do things,” he said. “But hope
springs eternal. I will do my best to sort
it out if we can.”

The prime minister said that on the
issue of fishing rights the two sides were
“a long way apart still”. He also
suggested that he would not be
Continued on page 2, col 5
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UK to get 1m 
more vaccines 
within a week
Chris Smyth Whitehall Editor
Tom Whipple Science Editor 

GPs will start within days to book
appointments for coronavirus vaccines
before the arrival in Britain next week
of more than a million more doses of
the Pfizer jab.

As thousands of Britons became
the first people in the world yesterday
to be inoculated against the disease
outside of a trial, it emerged that two
more consignments of the injection
would be delivered next week and the
week after, following the initial
800,000 doses.

With the NHS now due to have
four million doses before Christmas, it
will be able to start the next phase of
vaccine delivery, with an estimated 280
GP immunisation centres expected to
begin operation next week. Patients
eligible for the coronavirus vaccine will
be notified by their GP, usually through
letters or phone calls.

Matt Hancock, the health secretary,
told MPs yesterday: “From next week
we will expand deployment to start
vaccinations by GPs and we will
Continued  on  page  2,  col  3

Wednesday December 9 2020 | thetimes.co.uk | No 73338

I N  T H E  N E W S

Fear in Hong Kong 
Andrew Heyn, the British 
consul-general in Hong Kong, 
has described a “stifling of 
dissent” in the city that has left 
opposition politicians too afraid
to share their views. Page 2

Home heating levy
Homeowners face a bill of up 
to £8,000 to eliminate 
emissions from heating under 
plans by the government’s 
climate advisers to phase out 
fossil fuel boilers. Page 4 

Zuckerberg threat
Mark Zuckerberg threatened to
withdraw investment from the 
UK if it did not ease its stance 
on Facebook and joked that it 
could become too “anti-tech” 
for him to visit. Page 5

Defence chief choice
Joe Biden has chosen Lloyd 
Austin, 67, as US defence chief, 
giving the role for the first time 
to an African-American and 
ignoring the tradition of a 
civilian appointee. Page 32

£3.8bn deal for G4S
The British security company 
G4S has accepted a £3.8 billion 
takeover by its American rival 
Allied Universal Security 
Services after a three-month 
bidding battle. Page 37

Players walk off 
Kylian Mbappé led Paris 
Saint-Germain and Istanbul 
Basaksehir off the field in the 
Champions League after an 
alleged racist insult by the 
fourth official. Page 70

Margaret Keenan, 90, became yesterday the first person in Britain outside a trial to receive Pfizer’s Covid-19 jab. She was clapped by staff at University Hospital, Coventry
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Hong Kong is no longer the city that
people “know and love,” Britain’s con-
sul-general has said in a grim assess-
ment of a draconian new security law.

In an interview marking the end of
his four-year posting, Andrew Heyn
spoke of a dramatic “stifling of dissent”
that had left Hong Kong’s opposition
too afraid even to share their views
privately with British diplomats.

Mr Heyn said that the relationship
between Britain and the Hong Kong
administration had changed beyond
recognition during his tenure, with
shared business and education inter-
ests during the so-called golden era for
Sino-British relations giving way to
“more difficult” confrontation.

Mr Heyn said that while his early ex-
changes were mostly about business
opportunities or possible visits by Brit-
ish ministers, “now it’s much more pol-
itical. We are talking about the national
security law, what is happening with
the opposition,” he told the South China
Morning Post.

That law, which Beijing imposed on
Hong Kong in June to outlaw acts of
secession, subversion, terrorism and

vaccinate in care homes by Christmas.
As more vaccines come on stream in
the new year, we will open vaccination
centres in larger venues, such as sports
stadiums and conference halls.”

Those who received the vaccine
yesterday can expect significant
protection against the virus from next
week, after documents released by the
US Food and Drug Administration
showed that a single dose of the Pfizer
vaccine readies them to repel the virus.

Even before people receive their
three-week booster, their immune sys-
tems are primed, with the effect kicking
in after about ten days, the data shows.
Scientists cautioned that people should
not miss their second shot.

NHS leaders were initially uncertain
when they would get supplies beyond
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We cannot afford to ignore the plight of
the under-30 generation any longer 
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Director’s anger 
over streaming
The British director 
Christopher Nolan has 
condemned Warner 
Bros as dysfunctional 
for its decision to 
release all its films for 
next year on a 
streaming service at 
the same time as in 
cinemas. Page 21 

Sale of erotic 
art criticised 
The Artcurial auction 
house in Paris has 
been criticised for 
organising a sale of 
works by Balthus, the 
20th-century 
Franco-Polish artist 
known for his 
eroticised paintings of 
young girls. Page 35

Maxwell ‘has 
lost 15lb in jail’
Ghislaine Maxwell, 58, 
has lost 15lb and some 
of her hair has fallen 
out, her lawyers have 
said, as they challenge 
her confinement in a 
Brooklyn jail. She is 
awaiting trial on 
charges of grooming 
minors. Page 13 
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highlights  
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7.20am Michael Gove, chancellor of the 
Duchy of Lancaster 

12pm PMQs Unpacked with the Sunday 
Times political editor Tim Shipman 

2pm The chef Angela Hartnett, right

8.30pm The Coronation Street actor 
William Roache on spending 60 years 
on the cobbles

10pm MPs’ Panel: the Conservative 
Tim Loughton and Chris Bryant, of 
Labour, review the day’s political news

Many places will be dry for a time, 
but areas of cloud and rain will 
move east. Full forecast, page 57
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collusion with foreign forces, has accel-
erated a downward spiral of relations,
he said. “This is why we are so worried
about the national security law on the
stifling of dissent. I personally feel it is
not the Hong Kong that people know
and love.”

Mr Heyn said that in the six months
since the national security law was
adopted it had become ever harder for
consulate staff to speak to opposition
MPs and party members with many
afraid that doing so would make them
vulnerable under the law.

“We are very careful to make sure we
are not compromising any of our con-
tacts,” he said. “We are saying ‘We are
here if you want to talk, but we under-
stand that if you don’t’. ”

Following the passage of the national
security law Downing Street said that it
would offer a pathway to citizenship for
Hongkongers with British National
Overseas status.

Mr Heyn said that he was yet to see
signs of an exodus of British business
since the law came into effect but
said that the litmus test might be whe-
ther Hong Kong’s judiciary remained
independent. “This is the one that
everybody is going to be watching now,”
he said.

prepared to sign any agreement that
bound Britain into future EU rules.

“There are just limits beyond which
no sensible, independent government
or country could go and people have
got to understand that,” he said.

Although the details of the Northern
Irish deal have not been published, it
will also give certainty to businesses
over how new customs arrangements
will work from January 1.

The agreement, struck between
Michael Gove, the Cabinet Office
minister, and Maros Sefcovic, vice-
president of the commission, covers
issues such as border checks on animal
and plant products, the supply of medi-
cines and delivery of chilled meats and
other food products to shops.

It will also clarify instances when EU
state aid rules will apply to Northern
Ireland. British retailers had warned
that they might have to close stores in
Northern Ireland if the burden of in-
spection was too high. There were con-
cerns that every fresh food product sent
from Britain to Northern Ireland might
need its own declaration form.

Simon Coveney, the Irish foreign
affairs minister, said: “I hope this may
also provide some of the positive
momentum necessary to instil confi-
dence and trust and allow progress in
the wider context of the future relation-
ship  negotiations.”
Brexit,  pages  14-15

Hong Kong dissidents ‘too 
scared to voice their fears’
Catherine Philp
Diplomatic Correspondent

continued from page 1
Brexit deadline nears 

the initial 800,000 doses but have now
been told of two further delivery dates.
Either 1.2 million or 1.6 million are
expected to arrive next week, with the
remainder of an initial four million
arriving the week after.

Stephen Powis, the NHS England
medical director, said: “From next
week, we’ll see GP surgeries join up
across the country to support hospitals
in the delivery of the jab, followed by
larger vaccination centres in key loca-
tions nationwide.” Writing in The Times
Red Box, he cautioned: “The need for
-70C storage and the expertise to trans-
port it safely mean we should expect
steady but not overnight progress.”

Ultimately there are expected to be
about 1,250 GP vaccination centres and
about a quarter of them will open next
week. This will partly be based on areas
with large numbers of people aged
above 80 and other at-risk groups, and

partly on which centres can be ready
fastest.

Each centre will be given fridges to
store the Pfizer vaccine, keeping it at a
constant temperature even when the
door is frequently opened, and storage
racks that match the containers in
which the jabs arrive. The centres have
been told they will need to administer
batches of 975 doses within three and a
half days. “You will get places phoning
patients and saying ‘can you come in
tomorrow or the day after’,” a health
source said.

It also emerged yesterday that the
vaccine developed by Oxford Univers-
ity and Astrazeneca has been the first to
provide evidence it may stop not just
people falling ill from the virus but also
those  getting  infected.
Coronavirus  reports,  pages  8-11
Those  who  have  made  this  possible
deserve  thanks,  leading  article,  page  31

continued from page 1
Vaccine programme expanded 

One of the biggest cybersecurity com-
panies in the world, whose clients in-
clude the British and US governments,
has been hacked by what are believed to
be Russian state-sponsored attackers.

The US company FireEye said that
its own systems had been hacked by
what it described as attackers with
“world-class capabilities”. 

The attackers now have access to the
sophisticated hacking tools FireEye us-
es to test the defensive systems of its
clients, which include the FBI, govern-
ment agencies, central banks and some
of the world’s biggest companies.

Kevin Mandia, its chief executive,
said: “Based on my 25 years in cyber-
security and responding to incidents,
I’ve concluded we are witnessing an
attack by a nation with top-tier offen-
sive capabilities. This attack is different
from the tens of thousands of incidents
we have responded to.” 

He added that the hackers “used a

Russians blamed for attack 
on top cybersecurity firm
Tom Knowles
Technology Correspondent

combination of techniques not wit-
nessed by us or our partners in the past”.

The hackers’ primary goal appeared
to be stealing information on FireEye’s
government clients, Mr Mandia said,
and added that while the attacker was
able to access some of the company’s in-
ternal systems, he had seen no evidence
that customer information was taken.

However, the attackers now have
access to the cybersecurity company’s
own tool kit, having stolen an arsenal of
internal hacking tools known as red
team tools. These are essentially used
to replicate the most sophisticated
hacking tools and are normally used to
privately test the cyberdefences of the
company’s clients.

Brett Callow, an analyst at the cyber-
security firm Emsisoft, said: “They are
attack tools, basically. The good guys
use them to test their company’s de-
fences. The bad guys use them for
nefarious purposes.”

Most of the red team tools FireEye
uses are based in a digital vault that the
company guards. FireEye said that it

was working with the FBI and industry
partners, including Microsoft, as part of
its investigation into the incident.

The intelligence services told a num-
ber of US news outlets that the evi-
dence pointed to Russia. Matt Gorham,
assistant director of the FBI’s Cyber
Division, told NBC News that the agen-
cy “is investigating the incident and
preliminary indications show an actor
with a high level of sophistication con-
sistent with a nation-state”.

FireEye is considered a pioneer in
finding and responding to cyberattacks
carried out by states such as China and
Iran. “We are not sure if the attacker
intends to use our red team tools or to
publicly disclose them,” Mr Mandia
said. As a precaution, the company has
developed more than 300 “counter-
measures for our customers to use in
order to minimise the potential impact
of the theft of these tools”. 

The hack bears similarities to an
attack in 2016 when the “Shadow Bro-
kers” stole hacking tools used by the US
National Security Agency. 
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of Rylands Law, the players claim that
World Rugby, the RFU and WRU did
not protect them from the risks caused
by concussion.

The lawyers believe they have evi-
dence to suggest rugby “should have
been aware of the long-term risks of de-
mentia-type injuries being caused by
repetitive blows to the head”.

Popham, 41, played at two World
Cups for Wales and won 33 caps. His
wife, Mel, can no longer leave him at

home to look after their two-year-old
daughter because of his short-term
memory loss, which last year contri-
buted to a fire breaking out in the
kitchen.

“The way it has been described to me
is that my brain was repeatedly in-
flamed from numerous concussions
and sub-concussions so it was a bit like
a camera without a film, it took pictures
but it didn’t store them,” Popham said.

Mr Boardman has said he is repre-

senting more than 100 former profes-
sional rugby players, ranging in age
from their 20s to their 50s. He des-
cribed the situation as a “ticking time
bomb”. The players involved in this test
case have also made 15 demands of
World Rugby aimed at making rugby
safer but without changing the sport.
These include a limit to contact train-
ing and a reduction in the number of
replacements.

“The vast majority of the former

players we represent love the game and
don’t want to see it harmed in any way.
They just want to make it safer so cur-
rent and future generations don’t end
up like them,” Mr Boardman said.

The case is reminiscent of the lawsuit
brought by 4,500 former American
football players in 2012 that resulted in
the NFL reaching a settlement of
$756 million. The NFL may now have to
settle up to 20,000 cases.

There have been calls for heading to
be reduced in football training amid
concerns around dementia affecting
former players.

Both the RFU, which said it had not
received a legal approach, and World
Rugby said they took player safety seri-
ously and had implemented injury pre-
vention, education and management
strategies based on the latest know-
ledge. The WRU did not respond to a
request for comment.
I knew my body would be in bits but not
my brain, Sport, pages 68-69

Rare illness with few treatment options

Early-onset dementia is a 
rare form of the condition 
that strikes people under 
the age of 65.

Typically it is diagnosed
in a person’s 50s but it can 
affect those in their 30s and 
40s. It is sometimes 

referred to as young-onset 
or working-age dementia.

An estimated 42,000 
people in the UK have the 
condition and Alzheimer’s is 
the most common cause.

In early-onset dementia 
the frontal and temporal 

lobes of the brain are often 
affected, causing changes 
in personality, behaviour, 
mood, concentration, 
decision making and 
problem solving.

Few treatment options 
are available for the 

condition. Experts 
recommend lifestyle 
adjustments and working 
together with loved ones to 
find the best plan of action, 
with ongoing support from 
doctors and health 
specialists as required.

The year 2020 will inevitably go down
in the history books as the year of the
pandemic but when it came to our in-
ternet searches, news on the death of
Caroline Flack took precedence for
many.

Figures released by Google on its top
trends of the year reveal that there were
more searches for “Caroline Flack” in
the UK than “coronavirus symptoms”.

Flack, a TV and radio presenter, com-
mitted suicide in February at the age of
40. She had stepped down from pre-

More searches for Caroline Flack than coronavirus symptoms
senting ITV’s Love Island in December
after being prosecuted for assaulting
her boyfriend, Lewis Burton. She was
due to appear in court on the charges
the following month. 

Flack, right, was the third highest
trending query in 2020, which is de-
fined by searches that had a high spike
in traffic over a sustained period during
the year compared with 2019. 

Searches for “coronavirus” were the
top trending topic overall, with the US
election second. In 2019 the Rugby
World Cup, Cricket World Cup and
Game of Thrones were the top three
trending topics. Google does not reveal

how many searches are actu-
ally made in its annual list,
but says it studies an aggre-
gation of trillions of
searches or queries,
before filtering out spam
and repeat queries to
“build lists that best reflect
the moments that defined
2020”. 

It said that Love Island was the
most searched-for TV show of the year,
followed by Des, a series about the serial
killer Dennis Nilsen, and White House
Farm, about the killer Jeremy Bamber.

The First World War epic 1917 and

South Korea’s Oscar-win-
ning Parasite were the two
most searched for films.

Google’s figures also
suggest that as lockdown
closed restaurants and
cafés, many people tried

to create home-made al-
ternatives, with searches for

“KFC recipe”, “Wagamama
katsu curry recipe”, and “Ikea

meatball recipe” all making the top ten
recipe searches.

In what also appears to be a sign of
the public harking back to simpler
times, “afternoon tea delivery” was the

top search among delivery queries. This
was followed by “wine delivery” and
“compost delivery”.

The TV show I’m a Celebrity . . . Get Me
Out of Here also prompted “How to
cook eel” as the sixth most popular
“how to . . .” query of the year, after the
contestants were given it for dinner. 

The other top ten “how to” queries fo-
cused on lockdown and coronavirus-
related questions, such as “how to cut
your own hair”, “how to self-isolate”
and “how to make a mask”.

“When will lockdown end?” and
“When will gyms reopen?” were the
two most asked “when” questions. 

Tom Knowles 
Technology Correspondent
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For England rugby fans, it
is the country’s greatest
moment — the extra time
drop goal kicked by Jonny
Wilkinson to beat Australia
and win the World Cup.

Steve Thompson was just
yards away when it hap-
pened, having played the
whole match. Seventeen
years later, however, he does
not remember any of it.

The former England international,
who played for his country 73 times
including in the 2003 World Cup final
in Sydney, has revealed he has been
diagnosed with early onset dementia at
the age of 42 and cannot recall the
pinnacle of his career.

Thompson is joining seven other
former professionals to take legal
action against the sport’s governing
bodies, World Rugby, the RFU and the
WRU. All eight are under 45 and have
been diagnosed with early onset
dementia and probable chronic trau-
matic encephalopathy (CTE), the de-
generative disease found in people with
a history of repetitive brain trauma.

Thompson, whose England career
stretched from 2002 to 2011, said: “I
have no recollection of winning the
World Cup in 2003, or of being in Aus-
tralia for the tournament. Knowing
what I know now, I wish that I had
never turned professional. I went from
working on a building site and training
twice a week to training every day,
sometimes twice a day.

“Many of those training sessions
were contact sessions using a scrum-
mage machine and I would be in the
thick of things, with all the pressure
pushed on me. It was not uncommon
for me to be left dazed, seeing white
spots and not knowing where I was for
a few seconds, sometimes I would pass
out completely. It was just an accepted
part and parcel of training.” 

The former hooker revealed that he
sometimes even forgets the name of his
wife, telling The Guardian: “I could look
at Steph sometimes. And she says it’s
like I’m a complete blank. And she’ll go,
‘I’m Steph.’ The name’s gone. Gone.”

He added: “I’m not a small bloke, you
know, I’m 6ft 3in, 120 kilos. So if you’ve
got to care for me, it’s quite a bit of meat
to carry around.”

The eight players, who also include
Michael Lipman, the former England
flanker, and Alix Popham, the former
Wales loose forward, are accusing the
governing bodies of negligence.

Represented by Richard Boardman

I can’t remember winning the World Cup
ODD ANDERSEN/AFP/GETTY IMAGES; MIKE EGERTON/PA

Thompson in 
Sydney in 2003 
and, left, after 
suffering one of 
many injuries 

England rugby 
star is battling 
dementia at
42, writes
Alex Lowe 
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Homeowners face a bill of up to £8,000
to eliminate emissions from heating
under proposals from the government’s
climate change advisers to phase out
fossil fuel boilers.

The climate change committee
(CCC) calls today for sales of new oil-
fired boilers to be phased out by 2028,
and gas boilers by 2033, and for a huge
programme of home insulation to help
achieve carbon neutrality by 2050.

It also wants Britons to eat signifi-
cantly less meat to help reduce emis-
sions from cattle and sheep, with con-
sumption falling by 9 per cent by 2025,
20 per cent by 2030 and 35 per cent by
2050. Dairy consumption should also
fall by a fifth over the coming decade.

Electric cars should account for 43
per cent of all cars on the road by 2030,
up from about 1 per cent at present.

Tree planting should almost quadru-
ple from 13,000 hectares last year to
50,000 hectares a year from 2035.

Climate plan could leave owners 
with £8,000 bill for greener homes

Eliminating household emissions by
2050 is expected to cost £250 billion or
an average of £8,000 per home. That in-
cludes about £2,000 on insulation and
other efficiency measures and £6,000
on installing alternatives to gas boilers,
such as electric heat pumps.

Chris Stark, the CCC chief executive,
said: “I think a large proportion of this
should be met by households, especial-
ly those who are able to afford it, but
there’ll be some households that we
should be protecting from those costs.”
The Treasury would have to decide
how to fund the transition fairly, he
added.

The government is preparing to
bring forward plans to ban gas boilers in
new homes from 2025 to 2023.

The committee’s proposals form
what it describes as “the first ever de-
tailed route map for a fully decarbon-
ised nation”. It says that by 2035 UK
emissions must fall by 78 per cent on
1990 levels if the country is to meet its
legally binding commitment to be
carbon neutral by 2050.

Several of the committee’s previous
recommendations have been adopted
by ministers, such as the early phase-
out of sales of petrol and diesel cars.

Its new plan would require invest-
ment rising to £50 billion each year
from 2030 to 2050, funded by a combi-
nation of private companies, individu-
als and the state. It says that the total in-
vestment of more than £1 trillion would
be largely offset by savings from not
spending on fossil fuels and from using
more efficient technology. “At worst,
we’ve got a very small cost, overall, in
order to unlock those very big benefits
of actually tackling climate change,” Mr
Stark said. Decarbonising buildings
could create 200,000 jobs and “breathe
life into the UK economy”.

The committee proposes that all
boilers sold from 2025 would have to be
“hydrogen ready”, meaning they could
be converted to burning hydrogen if it
later became available in the local gas
grid. These cost about £100 more than
regular boilers at present, though the
CCC expects this cost to fall.

It says that by 2028 the government
should aim for all homes that are sold to
be at least rated C for energy perform-
ance but stops short of saying how this
should be achieved. More than 65 per
cent of the 15.5 million owner-occupied
homes are below this rating at present.

Mr Stark also suggested that energy
policy costs and taxation should be
moved off electricity bills since it “starts
to become regressive” and potentially
levied on gas bills instead, to reduce the
running costs of electric heating and
provide an incentive to switch away
from gas.

The CCC said its proposals for people
consuming less meat were less severe
than the reductions recommended by
health chiefs. Mr Stark said: “We’re not
talking about mandatory measures
here, we’re talking more about policies
that provide better information and
stronger signals to consumers, encour-
aging them to adopt a healthier diet.”
The report also suggests using lab-
grown meat and eating insects, which
have a far lower emissions footprint.

Ben Webster Environment Editor
Emily Gosden Energy Editor

Power play This image of a final match at Ferrybridge power station, West Yorkshire, before the towers were demolished is in line for a British Photography Award

Childhood obesity is especially danger-
ous because spending more of your life
being heavily overweight increases the
risk of type 2 diabetes, research suggests.

A study that looked at more than
20,000 British volunteers found that
the longer a person had spent being
obese, the worse results they had for
blood sugar, which signals the risk of di-
abetes. Will Johnson, a senior lecturer

Obesity in childhood linked to higher diabetes risk
in epidemiology and population health
at Loughborough University, said: “We
know that most people stay obese once
they become obese. Our results high-
light the importance of delaying the age
at which people first develop obesity in
order to reduce the total duration of
obesity and thus type 2 diabetes risk.”

The findings, published in the journal
PLOS Medicine, came after scientists set
out to explore why people who were
heavily overweight did not all share the

same levels of risk for health issues such
as strokes, heart attacks and diabetes.

The researchers collected informa-
tion on body mass index on volunteers
who had enrolled in three long-term
health studies. They tracked each par-
ticipant from the age of ten to 40, col-
lecting blood pressure, cholesterol and
blood sugar readings.

Roughly speaking, the more years a
person had spent being obese, the
worse their test results were. The asso-

ciation was particularly strong for
blood sugar. Those who had been obese
for fewer than five years had 5 per cent
higher blood sugar levels, compared
with people who had never been obese.
By comparison, those with 20 to 30
years of obesity had 20 per cent higher
blood sugar levels. For blood pressure
and cholesterol the link between the
length of time spent being obese was
weaker once researchers factored in
the severity of a person’s obesity.

Rhys Blakely Science Correspondent

‘Radical’ change at BBC 

The BBC is scrapping the roles of 
the channel controllers of BBC 
One, Two and Four as it focuses 
on strengthening the iPlayer 
streaming platform. The 
broadcaster will expand the remit 
of the heads of the different 
genres such as factual, drama, 
comedy and films, in what it 
describes as a “radical change” in 
the way it commissions content.

Sex abuse couple jailed

A couple have been jailed for 
child sexual abuse offences, 
including hypnotising a girl and 
beating others. At Grimsby crown 
court Mark Aspin, 44, was 
convicted on 22 charges including 
child rape and cruelty to children 
and was sentenced to 27 years. 
Debbie Pickersgill, 46, was found 
guilty of two offences and 
sentenced to three years.

Wallaby on the green 

A wallaby was spotted hopping 
around a golf course in North 
Tyneside on Monday morning by 
a photographer whose house 
overlooks the green. “I thought I 
saw a big rabbit at first. I got a 
drone up to see if I could find it, 
then I got my camera and went 
on the hunt,” Paul Booth told 
Chronicle Live. It emerged that 
the wallaby was an escaped pet.

Parks earn dark future

Two national parks have been 
named International Dark Sky 
Reserves. The Yorkshire Dales 
and North York Moors received 
the status from the International 
Dark-Sky Association in Arizona, 
which combats light pollution. 
The parks believe the status will 
help nature and tourism. One 
official added that the areas were 
“set for a better, darker future”. 

Stalker rumbled by dog

A stalking victim was alerted to 
the listening devices her former 
husband planted in her bedroom 
when her dog approached with 
one in its mouth. Brian Wilkin, 
68, had been spying on his
ex-wife for months, sitting in his 
car and monitoring the house in 
Ely, Cambridgeshire, after 
becoming convinced that she had 
been having an affair. He was was 
given a ten-month prison 
sentence suspended for two years 
yesterday at Cambridge crown 
court after he admitted stalking.
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The former wife of an oligarch has told
a judge that it was “incredibly difficult”
to sue her son but that she had “no
choice” if she wanted to claim a
£453 million divorce award. 

Tatiana Akhmedova also denied in
court yesterday that her former hus-
band was generous, despite him having
showered her with jewellery worth
£400,000 during their marriage. 

She is asking the High Court in
London to rule that her son, Temur, 27,
and her former husband, Farkhad, 65,
conspired to prevent her from enforc-
ing the UK’s biggest court-ordered di-
vorce award, made four years ago.

Her son denies the claim and his law-
yers have told the court that it should be
dismissed. Ms Akhmedova, 48, became

Mark Zuckerberg threatened to with-
draw investment from the UK if it did
not soften its stance towards Facebook
and joked that it was so “anti-tech” it
could become one of just two countries
in the world he would not visit.

Matt Hancock, the culture secretary
at the time, told the chief executive of
Facebook that the government could
move from “regulation” to “collabora-
tive working” in response to the threats,
minutes of a meeting they held reveal.

They spoke in 2018 at a tech summit
in Paris. The documents have been re-
vealed by The Bureau of Investigative

Zuckerberg’s threat to ‘anti-tech’ Britain 
Tom Knowles
Technology Correspondent
Francis Elliott Political Editor

Journalism (TBIJ). Mr Zuckerberg, 36,
joked that Britain could become one of
the two countries in the world he would
not visit due to its hostile stance toward
tech giants. It was not revealed what the
other country was, although TBIJ said
it was probably China.

The meeting took place when Mr
Zuckerberg was facing criticism from
MPs on the select committee for the
Department for Digital, Culture, Media
and Sport (DCMS) for refusing to
appear before them to discuss the issue
of fake news. He had been invited three
times but had always sent deputies.

Mr Zuckerberg attended the meeting
with Mr Hancock days after the minis-
ter had publicly criticised him for dodg-
ing the select committee. Mr Hancock

had also said that new laws would be in-
troduced to tackle the internet’s “wild
west” and make Britain “the safest
place in the world to be online”. 

The discussion took place two
months after the Cambridge Analytica
scandal, in which it was revealed that a
data company hired by President
Trump’s 2016 election campaign had
gained access to private information on
more than 87 million Facebook users

without their consent. The minutes
show that the Facebook team had to be
“explicitly assured” that Mr Hancock
was “after a positive meeting and
wouldn’t simply demand MZ [Mark
Zuckerberg] attended the select com-
mittee”. They note that the meeting
began with “guarded hostility”.

Mr Zuckerberg said that while the
UK was the “obvious territory in
Europe” for Facebook to invest in, it was
considering “looking elsewhere” due to
Britain’s anti-tech attitude.

In response Mr Hancock said he
wanted to shift the hostile tone and
work with Silicon Valley to make sure
any new laws regulating social media
were “proportionate and innovation-
friendly”. He added that the tone could

“shift from threatening regulation to
encouraging collaborative working”.

An ally of Mr Hancock, now health
secretary, said: “Matt has always been
robust with the social media compa-
nies, including during his time as digital
secretary and recently in pushing them
to deal with anti-vaccine content.”

Facebook said it had long called for
new regulations. 

A DCMS spokeswoman said: “We
are completely committed to tackling
online harms and have set out tough,
world-leading proposals that will make
the internet safer for UK citizens.”
Tech giants are once again displaying 
their arrogance, leading article, page 31
Industry leaders face fines to protect 
new rivals, page 37

Mark Zuckerberg 
said Facebook was 
considering 
withdrawing UK 
investment

him for six months and ordered him to
pay £1,200 costs. Timson Hunt, who has
since lost his job at the government
department, became the fourth person
to be convicted of upskirting when he
pleaded guilty at Westminster magis-
trates’ court in September last year. He
was sentenced to a community order of
24 months including 60 hours of
unpaid work.

Last month he admitted misconduct
charges at the Bar Tribunals and Adju-
dication Service. The tribunal heard
that Timson Hunt, of Thurrock, Essex,
was now doing manual work.

It said it found mitigating circum-
stances for the incident, including his
wife being seriously ill at the time.

I had no choice but to sue, says mother 
Jonathan Ames Legal Editor agitated in court when her son’s lawyer

said it appeared that her ex-husband
had been “dangerously generous”. 

Robert Levy, QC, representing Te-
mur Akhmedova, suggested that Ms
Akhmedova’s former husband had
been a “loving” and “generous” father.

She replied: “I wouldn’t say that a lov-
ing father would get his son involved in
divorce proceedings.”

Ms Akhmedova told the court that
she was “shocked” to discover how
much her former husband had given
their son to trade on the stock market.

The court was told that Temur had
lost £35 million trading while studying
at the London School of Economics. 

Farkhad Akhmedov also gave Temur
a Mercedes worth £90,000 when he
was 17 and a flat near Hyde Park in cen-
tral London worth £30 million when he

was 19. Ms Akhmedova said: “It was an
incredibly difficult decision to join
Temur to the proceedings. However, in
circumstances where both he and Fark-
had were taking all available steps to
prevent enforcement of the judgment
debt, I felt I had no choice.”

She said conversations with her son
had been “toxic”. She added: “This
largely stems from the fact that Temur
has made it clear to me that, in his view,
I am not entitled to the judgment debt
and that I should accept a much smaller
amount from his father.”

However, Ms Akhmedova added
that she wanted “to preserve as much of
my relationship with him as I can. My
hope is that once these proceedings are
over, we will be able to move on and
rebuild our relationship.”

The hearing continues. 

Upskirting barrister free to
practise after blaming Brexit
A senior government lawyer who be-
came one of the first people to be con-
victed of “upskirting” has avoided a ban
from the profession after blaming the
pressures of Brexit.

Daren Timson Hunt, 55, was caught
using his phone to film up a female pas-
senger’s skirt on the London Under-
ground in June last year. The married
barrister was employed at the Depart-
ment for International Trade where he
said he was working 80-hour weeks as
head of a European Union legal team.

A disciplinary tribunal has decided
not to strike him off after accepting his
argument that it was a “heat of the
moment” incident resulting from pres-
sure at work. Yesterday it suspended

TIMES PHOTOGRAPHER RICHARD POHLE; PAUL GROVER

T
hey are not all
having 
Christmas
together, but it
may have been

the next best thing 
(Valentine Low writes). 

The royal family 
gathered for the first 
time for a photograph 
since the pandemic took 
hold in March as the 
Duke and Duchess of 
Cambridge joined the 

Queen, the Prince of 
Wales and Duchess of 
Cornwall, and other 
family members at 
Windsor Castle.

The event marked the
end of the Cambridges’ 
tour of Britain by royal 
train to thank people for 
their efforts during 
Covid-19, which 
concluded with their 
visit to Cardiff, Bath and 
Reading. As the royal 

family stood a careful 
distance apart, a 
Salvation Army band 
played carols. 

Commissioners 
Anthony and Gillian 
Cotterill, from the 
Salvation Army, spoke 
to the Queen 

afterwards. Mr 
Cotterill said: “The
Queen was saying
she was just so 
happy we were able
to play some carols,
because she thinks
this will be the only
time she’ll be able to
hear carols.” 

William and Kate’s
trip had provoked 
criticism as Welsh 
and Scottish ministers

questioned the timing of 
the visit while many 
parts of the UK are 
subject to strict rules.

Downing Street said:
“The PM is delighted to 
see the warm reception 
the duke and duchess 
have received on their 
train tour of England, 
Scotland and Wales.

“The tour will be a 
welcome morale boost 
to frontline workers.”

Mind the gap at
a royal reunion

The Duke and Duchess of 
Cambridge joined the 
royal family at Windsor 
Castle after their UK tour
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H
ilaire Belloc was
among the most
prolific men of
letters in the
early 20th

century but one of his 
lasting accomplishments 
was the maintenance of a 
towering windmill that 
stood in his garden (Will 
Humphries writes).

The French-born poet 
and author celebrated his 
adopted county of Sussex in 

verse but his care for the 
King’s Windmill in Shipley, 
West Sussex, has arguably 
had the more lasting impact 
since it featured on 
television as the home of 
Jonathan Creek, the 
fictional sleuth.

A row has erupted in 
Shipley over plans by 
Belloc’s great-grandson to 
convert the grade II listed 
windmill into a home to let 
so he can pay for its upkeep.

Locals and heritage 
enthusiasts insist it should 
be restored as one of the 
few remaining 19th century 
smock mills in the country.

Belloc bought the house,
called King’s Land, and its 
mill in 1906 and maintained 
it until his death in 1953.

Charles Eustace, 66, 
Belloc’s great-grandson, 

who lives in the house, said 
that he wanted to “secure a 
sustainable future for the 
windmill”.

In planning documents, 

Mr Eustace said that £3,294 
a year would cover its 
maintenance but £90,000 
was needed for repairs.

Mr Eustace and his wife,
Rachel, first submitted 
plans to Horsham District 
Council in February, which 
envisioned the engine 
house, built in 1880, being 
converted into three 
bedrooms, with a kitchen, 
lounge and dining area, a 
games room and library.

Historic England said 
that the plans would “cause 
harm to our understanding 
of this mill and how it 
functioned”.

A revised planning 
application now seeks only 
to convert the engine house 
into a two-bedroom home. It 
would retain the machinery 
and engine to allow for a 

return to full working order 
in the future. The heritage 
body said that, if the 
application was approved, it 
recommend “that some 
public access to the building,
such as on heritage open 
days, is secured”.

Councillors have deferred
judgment after raising 
concerns about the 
“financial ambiguities” of 
the project. The plan has 
prompted more than 60 
objections, with people 
suggesting that the 
windmill be restored and 
opened to the public.

A charitable trust 
maintained the mill for 20 
years and opened it to the 
public until 2009, when its 
members failed to reach 
agreement and renew the 
lease with the mill’s owners.

Trouble at 
mill as row 
brews over 
Belloc relic

Hilaire Belloc maintained his 
mill, which featured in the TV 
show Jonathan Creek, top, 
until his death in 1953 

The dean of an Oxford college is facing
disciplinary proceedings over allega-
tions of sexual assault even though the
police concluded that there was not
enough evidence to prosecute him. 

The Very Rev Martyn Percy was ac-
cused of sexually assaulting a woman in
Christ Church Cathedral after a Sun-
day service in October. He stepped
back from his duties as head of the
college and of the cathedral but did not
resign. 

Yesterday Thames Valley police said
that its investigation into the incident
had been shelved. A spokesman said:
“Following the report of a sexual
assault on October 4, 2020, at Christ
Church college, Oxford, Thames Valley
police conducted a thorough investi-
gation into this matter. Our investi-
gation has now concluded and the

CHRIS GORMAN/GETTY IMAGES

College dean faces sex investigation 
despite police not pressing charges 
Andrew Billen matter has been filed pending further

information coming to light.”
Christ Church, however, which com-

missioned a former police officer to
assess the allegations, said yesterday
that it had a statutory duty to continue
its investigation. It said: “The investiga-
tor, who interviewed both individuals
involved, and a number of third-party
witnesses, concluded that the com-
plainant’s account was ‘credible, de-
tailed and consistent’. A QC has consid-
ered the investigator’s report and con-
firmed that disciplinary proceedings
should now follow.

“The Church of England has
launched parallel proceedings under
the Clergy Discipline Measure. In addi-
tion, the victim has chosen to report the
incident to the police, and Christ
Church fully supports their right to do
so. Sexual harassment in the work-
place, or indeed in any other setting, is

a serious offence and it is important
that any such allegation should be in-
vestigated appropriately.”

Last year Professor Percy was cleared
of “immoral scandalous and disgraceful
conduct” by an independent tribunal.
Despite the archaic language demand-
ed by Christ Church’s statutes when at-
tempting to dismiss a head of house, the
conduct concerned a pay dispute. A
later allegation over the dean’s hand-
ling of safeguarding complaints was
dismissed by the Church of England in
September. On this occasion the dean’s
supporters said that the complaint by a
woman in October was minor in
nature. The Bishop of Oxford, the Right
Rev Steven Croft, accused them, how-
ever, of playing down its severity.

Professor Percy is now on sick leave
but is understood to deny the allega-
tions of misconduct. 

Insiders now believe that the college

and its dean are heading for a second
tribunal that will once again adjudicate
on a complaint of immoral scandalous
and disgraceful conduct. The college
has spent millions on its dispute with
Professor Percy, angered former mem-
bers of the college who are donors and
endangered its reputation in the uni-
versity.

Mediation attempts between Profes-
sor Percy and the college have so far
failed and he is demanding an apology
and that his legal fees be paid. 

This year a Christ Church don was
jailed in France for downloading
28,000 images and videos of sex abuse.
Another has been arrested but not
charged on suspicion of stealing an-
cient papyrus. He denies the claim. In
March thieves are thought have got
away by boat after stealing paintings
worth £10 million from the college’s
picture gallery.

Eton backed 
over sacking 
of master
Nicola Woolcock, Education Editor

A group of Old Etonians have support-
ed the school in sacking a teacher they
accuse of being disingenuous, irrespon-
sible and “misogynistic”. 

The former pupils urged Eton not to
reinstate Will Knowland, who was dis-
missed after refusing to remove a con-
troversial video from his YouTube
channel, Knowland Knows.

It came as the teacher asked the
“Eton community” to lobby MPs and
draw on their parliamentary contacts
to force the school to take him back.

An appeal against his dismissal took
place yesterday before Andrew Gailey,
the Eton vice-provost. 

Mr Knowland was sacked after post-
ing a video about patriarchy, which
made controversial claims about rape.
He claimed that the school was shut-
ting down free speech. 

Now 24 Old Etonians have written to
the school supporting its decision and a
shorter version of the letter is published
today in The Times. The longer version
described the teacher as “disingenuous
and irresponsible” at best. It said that
the decision to sack Mr Knowland was
correct because of the “intellectually
feeble and vitriolic nature of the con-
tent” of the video.

In a letter to people connected with
the school Mr Knowland said that he
had received messages of support from
several MPs and asked his backers to
push for parliamentary process to be
used. He added: “My petition would be
to try and secure a personal act of par-
liament reinstating me as a master at
Eton College.” He said the last time
such a bill was passed was in 1987.
Support for sacking, letter, page 30

Ex-soldier died 
after play fight 
with son, 19 
Fariha Karim

A teenager tried to wake his father up
and told him he loved him after he was
fatally knocked down while they were
play-fighting, an inquest was told.

Malcolm Callender, 48, an army
veteran who was the bursar of Welling-
ton College, died in April last year after
he hit his head on concrete during a
game of “slaps” with his son, Ewan, 19.

The father and son had been to a bar.
Giving evidence at the inquest in Read-
ing Ewan wiped away tears as he said
that his father had “slapped me . . . we
were messing around. It is just normal.
There is nothing aggressive about it.”
Outside, Mr Callender told his son:
“Right, you can have your free shot.”

Ian Wade, QC, an assistant coroner
for Berkshire, was told that Ewan struck
his father with an open-handed slap.
Mr Callender fell to the floor outside
the Matchbox bar in Reading. Security
staff tried to help him while Ewan was
heard screaming: “Wake up, Dad! Dad,
I love you!”

Mr Callender was taken to the Royal
Berkshire Hospital with an acute sub-
dural haemorrhage but died in the
early hours. Blunt force trauma to the
head was given as the cause of death.

Ewan was arrested but the Crown
Prosecution Service decided he should
not be prosecuted. Recording a narra-
tive verdict Mr Wade said Mr Callender
died after engaging in “non-aggressive
. . . consensual horseplay”.
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Unlike Pfizer and Moderna, the other
two groups whose vaccines have
reached this stage, the study also in-
cluded results from a portion of the vol-
unteers who carried out regular swabs

for many years and that may be a good
thing”, he said. Mr Johnson replied:
“That may be a good thing but on the
other hand we may want to get back to
life pretty much as close to normal.”
Generation Covid need our help next year,
Alice Thomson, page 29

Britons will be going abroad for
summer holidays next year, the
government’s vaccine procurement
chief has predicted.

Kate Bingham said that travellers
would be “in a much better place to get
on planes” next year, while Matt
Hancock, the health secretary, looked
forward to a “bright” summer. 

Mr Hancock told the Commons: “I
do have high confidence that the
summer of 2021 will be a bright one
without the sort of restrictions that
made the summer of 2020 more re-
strictive. I’ve booked my holiday. I’m
going to Cornwall.”

Given that Cornwall is one of only
three areas presently subject to Tier 1
restrictions, Mr Hancock’s holiday
choice does not necessarily imply any
great optimism. He insisted, however,
that he had “great hopes for summer
2021 and I hope we can lift the restric-
tions from the spring”.

Agreeing with Ms Bingham, he told
BBC Radio 4’s Today: “We’ve said that
we think that, from the spring, things
can start getting back to normal and,
because we’ve been able to get this vac-
cination programme going sooner than
anywhere else in the world, we’ll be able
to bring that date forward.”

Ms Bingham had told the same pro-
gramme: “My gut feel is that we will all
be going on summer holidays. It is likely
that those people most at risk will be
vaccinated through to April, and then
the [Joint Committee on Vaccination
and Immunisation] and the Depart-
ment for Health will then consider how
to broaden out the vaccinations to
other adults. I think by the summer we
should be in a much better place to get
on planes.”

However, she cautioned: “I don’t
think we’re going to get away from this
virus ever, so we’re going to have to
maintain sensible hygiene and wash-
ing hands, and so on. I would like this
vaccine to be as routine as an annual
flu jab and that we manage it rather
than get bowed down by it.”

Sir Patrick Vallance, the chief scien-
tific adviser, made a similar point, tell-
ing Sky News: “It may be that next
winter, even with vaccination, we
need measures like masks in place.
We don’t know yet how good all the
vaccines are going to be at preventing
the transmission of the virus.”

Last week Jonathan Van-Tam, the
deputy chief medical officer for En-
gland, alarmed Boris Johnson at a
Downing Street press conference by
saying the virus was “going to be with

humankind for ever” as a winter infec-
tion like flu. He said: “Do I think there
will come a moment when we can have
a big party and throw our masks and
hand sanitiser and say ‘that’s it, it’s be-
hind us’ like the end of the war? No.”

Such hygiene measures “may persist

An emotional Matt Hancock on
Good Morning Britain yesterday. He 
did not try crying in the Commons 

The Oxford vaccine is the first to pro-
vide evidence it may stop not just illness
but also infections in people who would
not have shown symptoms — a crucial
step in providing herd immunity.

The preliminary data, published yes-
terday, provides important hints that
the vaccine offers the ability to stop the
pandemic for everyone, on top of pro-
tecting those who themselves received
the vaccine. 

Sarah Gilbert, the Oxford scientist
who led the development of the
vaccine, said that the research, pub-
lished in the journal The Lancet, was an
“early signal that we’re getting efficacy
against asymptomatic infection”, but
cautioned that it had a high level of
uncertainty. 

“Stopping asymptomatic cases is

and did not include older adults. The
study included much of the data that
has been sent to regulators. It con-
firmed previously reported results that
the vaccine appeared to prevent about

60 per cent of symptomatic infections
when people received two full doses.
When they received a half dose then a
full dose the data indicated 90 per cent
were protected.

Summer holidays abroad predicted
Chris Smyth Whitehall Editor

Quentin Letts
Crank went the tap but 
not a drip dropped. 
Bring an onion, quick!

Y
ou need to be a top actor
to “do” crying. Best I saw
was Sir Kenneth Branagh
a decade ago in a West
End production of Ivanov.

Sir Simon Russell Beale, playing 
Scrooge, has a classy whimper in 
the latest Christmas Carol at the 
Bridge Theatre. Matt Hancock, the 
health secretary, is not in the 
Branagh-Beale league. Appearing 
on ITV’s Good Morning Britain he 
was keen to demonstrate his 
emotion that the first people had 
been vaccinated against 
coronavirus. It was time for the 
secretary of state to show us his 
feminine side.

Did one of his special advisers, 
standing on the other side of the 

camera in his remote studio, 
choose this moment to hold up the 
instruction “WEEP NOW”? Crank 
crank, went the tap to the Hancock 
waterworks. He might as well have 
tried a rusty fire hydrant. A squeak 
of municipal metal. A faint gurgle 
from the depths. Maybe a few 
handfuls of red dust but not a drip 
dropped. Onion, quick, for heaven’s 
sake someone bring an onion! Mr 
Hancock flung his head to one side 
and raised a hand to his face, 
perhaps to yank out a nostril hair. 
That normally does the trick of 
eliciting tears, though it can have a 
secondary effect of making one 
sneeze. This was an emergency.

Piers Morgan, the programme’s
terrifying co-host, was giving the 
health secretary an old-fashioned 
look down the video connection 
line from ITV headquarters. Piers 
did not seem entirely convinced by 
this sudden blubbing. A sceptical 
look fell over the Morgan eyes and 
you don’t want that.

Mr Hancock refused to lift his
(tear-free) eyes to the camera 
lens and started doing some 
heaving of chest. Sobbing? Or was
it chuckling? Any drama student 
knows that laughter and crying 
require the same initial technique.
“It’s been such a tough year for so
. . . many . . . people,” coughed 
Hancock, still dry as a pumice 
stone. Some, in this Covid crisis, 
have called him wet. If only! His 
spad must have been going nuts in 
the background. How do you make 

a modern Tory politician cry? Hold 
up a photograph of Margaret 
Thatcher? Show him the national 
debt? Crawl under the desk to jab 
him with a compass? Mr Hancock 
was now talking about how we 
must not relent in our social-
distancing just because a vaccine 
had been found. “We can’t blow it 
now, Piers,” he said. Blow it? He 
could hardly have blown his nose.

A few hours later the same 
health secretary came jauntily into 
the Commons to answer a Labour 
urgent question about the first 
vaccines being given to Margaret 
Keenan, 90, from Coventry and — 
no, really — William Shakespeare, 
81, from Warwickshire. The 
minister in charge of vaccines 
distribution, let it be noted, is 
Nadhim Zahawi, who is MP for 
Stratford-on-Avon. Local reporters 
insisted that Mr Shakespeare felt 
that the jab was “much ado about 
nothing”. Mrs Keenan urged her 
fellow citizens “go for it because it’s 
free”. Spoken like a true Brit.

Mr Hancock did not try crying in
the Commons. Instead he reverted 
to those dreadful gammony 
soundbites. “Today,” he declared 
with his trademark sub-
Churchillian summoning of the 
chops, “marks the start of the 
fightback.” Also: “Please step 
forward for your country” to have 
the inoculation. There was “a long 
march ahead” but we must “make 
sure we get through this together” 
etc, etc. Did someone say there was 
“light at the end of the tunnel”? 
Only about four of them. And 
Mr Hancock, reverting to the 
“delight and coincidence” of 
Warwickshire’s Mr Shakespeare 
having been vaccinated, said he 
had “often turned to the Bard” in 
recent, dark months, when so many 
had doubted him. “When they 
prick us, do we not bleed?” he 
asked. Never mind, dear. Just hold 
your finger on it and a little plaster 
will sort that out sooner than you 
can say Edward Jenner.
Stop your sobbing Matt,
Carol Midgley, Times2

Political Sketch
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Oxford vaccine gives hope of   
Tom Whipple Science Editor really important because if you have

any effect on this you are clearly going
to be affecting transmission. People
who are infected but don’t have any
symptoms aren’t likely to self isolate —
they’re going around infecting other
people. Being able to reduce that even
partially may well have a big impact.”

Professor Gilbert added that one of
the key reported findings in the paper
was that none of those who received the
vaccine ended up seriously ill.

However, in a further dilemma for
regulators, the strongest effect on stop-
ping asymptomatic cases seems to
come from the “half-dose” regimen of
the vaccine that was discovered by
chance. Scientists said the findings
could further complicate the decision
about which strategy to use, as the
group given this apparently more effec-
tive dosing regimen was also smaller

Oxford scientists have hit back at 
claims that the most effective dosing 
regimen of their vaccine came about 
as a result of an error.

Their trial shows that a subgroup 

the Oxford team said this was 
different to saying that it was a 
mistake.

Adrian Hill, director of the Jenner
Institute, said that the team had been 
fully aware of the change in doses, 
and so was the regulator. “We’ve 
been criticised,” he said. “We make 
no apologies, and nobody made an 
‘error’.”

The different dose came about 
because a batch of the vaccine made 
in May produced two different 
readings for its strength. The 

Right dose was a ‘chance 
discovery — not a mistake’
Tom Whipple of people who received first the half 

dose and then the full dose of their 
coronavirus vaccine appeared to be 
far better protected against both 
disease and transmission than those 
who had two full doses.

This was discovered by chance but

H
undreds of people
made history yesterday
as the first in the world
to be given the
coronavirus vaccine

outside clinical trials (Kaya 
Burgess, Katie Gibbons and 

Nothing
to fear, say 
patients 
on V-Day
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to test for asymptomatic infection.
From this data it appeared that 60 per
cent of asymptomatic infections were
stopped in the group who received the
lower dose, although this was the best

guess out of a confidence interval
ranging from 1 per cent to 82 per cent. In
the group receiving the higher dose
there was no evidence of an effect on
asymptomatic cases. Professor Gilbert

said that as the half-dose regimen also
did better in stopping symptomatic
cases she had a higher confidence the
finding represented a real effect.

Simon Clarke, from Reading Uni-

News

   a first step to herd immunity
versity, said that, if so, it “presents regu-
lators with something of a dilemma”. 

“Data are most compelling for the co-
hort who got half a dose of the vaccine
in their first jab,” he said. “Not only does
this seem to confer greater protection
against disease, it is in this group that
there is a reduction in asymptomatic
transmission of the virus, something
which is essential if herd immunity is to
be obtained.”

Professor Gilbert said the study, the
first of any of the three leading vaccines
to be published in a peer-reviewed pub-
lication, showed “the vaccine is safe. It’s
highly effective. And we also know it
can be manufactured in large quanti-
ties, and at a low price.”

She and her colleagues revealed how
the lower dose came about. The half-
dose regimen was given to a subset of
1,500 volunteers, after a batch of vac-

cine came through that appeared to be
of higher strength. They later realised
the batch was in fact at the correct
strength.

Andrew Pollard, the Oxford Univers-
ity scientist who ran the trials, said the
regulators would need to consider the
findings and make a decision.

“It does complicate it. We didn’t set
out with the expectation there would be
a difference between the groups.

“It is entirely up to the regulators to
look at the data and decide whatever
they think the label should say at the
end. That’s sort of in their hands.” 

He added: “What we need are vacci-
nes in people’s arms . . . We need multi-
ple vaccines as soon as possible.”
A welcome shot in the arm, 
Matthew Parris, page 28
Britain should be grateful to those 
behind vaccine, leading article, page 31

scientists were left with the dilemma 
of whether to make a new batch or 
continue with that one.

Professor Hill said they spoke to 
the Medicines and Healthcare 
products Regulatory Agency and 
said, “we can solve this, but it’ll take a 
couple of weeks”.

Not wanting to delay, the team 
suggested that instead they would 
assume the higher of the two was 
correct. “Not terribly imaginatively, 
we chose the more cautious route 
and dosed as if the higher dose 

concentration was right, and gave a 
lower dose,” he said.

Fairly quickly they realised it 
wasn’t. “There were fewer sore 
forearms, less people with fever and 
so we knew within days that it was 
probably the other measure that was 
right and indeed it is,” he said. They 
decided at that point to continue 
with it.

“We liked it so much we carried on
with it because it was safer — lower 
doses often are — and equally 
immunogenic. And there is some 

evidence it may be more effective. So 
what’s not to like?”

Professor Hill said that it may 
make the trial results more complex 
but “we are happy with complexity”.

“If you’re doing the first efficacy 
trial ever there’s no requirement to 
do just one immunisation regimen. In 
fact, wouldn’t you be better spreading 
your bets?

“We knew what the dose was, and
off we went. It’s annoying because 
everyone picks it up, and the ‘error’ 
word gets out there.”

VICTORIA JONES; JACOB KING/PA; GRAEME ROBERTSON

Charlotte Wace 
write). As NHS staff 
began mass 
inoculations, The Times 
heard from patients. 

the veteran 
Michael Tibbs, 99, who served on 
submarines during the war, was 
inoculated at 8am at Queen 
Alexandra Hospital in Portsmouth. 
He told those with doubts about its 
safety or efficacy: “You must have it, 
don’t be afraid of it, there’s nothing 
to be afraid of.” Asked what 
difference it would make to his life, 
Mr Tibbs said: “I shall enjoy seeing 
more of my seven grandchildren 
and my two great-grandchildren.”

frontline worker
Dr Farbod 
Babolhavaeji, 38, a

consultant in emergency
medicine at the University

Hospital of Wales in Cardiff,
had the injection in a sports hall.

“When I got there, there was no 
queue. It was less painful than the 
seasonal flu jab, I barely felt it.” 

the first in line
As the first person to be vaccinated, 
Margaret Keenan, 90, was prepared 
for some interest but did not expect 
the attention of the global media 
and Twitter accounts set up in her 
name. “This is a terrible, terrible 
disease and we do want rid of it, so 

anything that helps is a bonus,” she 
said. “I feel so privileged to be the 
first person vaccinated against 
Covid-19. It’s the best early birthday 
present I could wish for because it 
means I can finally look forward to 
spending time with my family and 
friends in the new year after being 
on my own for most of the year.”

the runner-up
William Shakespeare, of 
Warwickshire, became the second 
person to receive the vaccine. For 
social media, it was a time to think 
of the best Shakespeare puns. One 
said that if Margaret Keenan was 
patient 1A, was Mr Shakespeare 
Patient 2B or not 2B?

the couple
There was applause when Hari 
Shukla, 87, was given the vaccine, 
followed by his wife Ranjan, 84, at 
the Royal Victoria Infirmary in 
Newcastle. Suzanne Medows, the 
nurse, said “congratulations” after 
administering the jab then gave him 
a sticker that read: “I’ve had my 
Covid vaccination”. 

the hopeful holidaymaker 
Doreen McKeown, 81, from Hutton, 
Lancashire, had her jab at the Royal 
Preston Hospital. She soon hopes to 
return to her role as a hospital 
volunteer and will now book a 
holiday to Spain with her partner.
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“When I got the

Frances Gogh in London,
William Shakespeare in 
Coventry, above, Henry Vokes
in Bristol, below, and Michael 
Tibbs in Portsmouth, far left

The national picture

There were 12,282 new cases reported 
yesterday, bringing the total to 1,750,241 
or 26.2 for every 1,000 people

How many people have Covid-19?

Wave one began Mar 23, wave two began Sep 23

*Data published Dec 8 and is the most recent available

Yesterday, there were 166 deaths 
reported, bringing the total number of 
deaths in the past seven days to 2,999 − 
6.8 per cent lower than last week’s total 

How many people have died?

There are 14,807 patients in hospital 
being treated. 1,271 patients are on 
ventilators. An additional 1,458 patients 
were admitted yesterday, down 9.1 per 
cent in the past seven days

How many people are in hospital?

There were 12,456 deaths from all 
causes recorded in England and Wales 
last week, of which coronavirus 
accounted for 24.4%. The number of 
weekly deaths was 2,329 or 20% higher 
than the five-year average for the same 
time of year

How does 2020 compare?

Hospital admissions Seven-day average

Deaths Seven-day average

Wave 
two

Wave one

Wave 
two
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Five-year average
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London has been put on notice that it
faces Tier 3 restrictions next week if
cases do not stop rising, with infections
now the highest in the country.

Matt Hancock, the health secretary,
spoke of “worrying signs” in London
yesterday as residents faced the closure
of pubs and restaurants over Christmas.

London narrowly escaped with
Tier 2 restrictions when post-lockdown
rules were decided two weeks ago, but
since then rates have risen while con-
tinuing to fall steeply across the north-
west and northeast of England, which
are mostly subject to Tier 3 rules.

Health chiefs in the capital are
alarmed at recent rises, which reflect
infections picked up before the end of
the lockdown, meaning that London
exited national restrictions with more
cases than expected.

Cases are expected to continue to rise
as the impact of people shopping and
eating out are felt and sources said that
Tier 3 was “more likely than not if
things continue to go up”. However,
with decisions not made until Decem-
ber 16, there is hope that the trend could
yet abate and Londoners have been
urged to take extra precautions.

Others are more pessimistic, sug-
gesting that with rises baked in seven to
14 days in advance, it is already too late
to affect next week’s decision. “The
London data does not look good and it
seems increasingly likely that London
may have to go into Tier 3,” one govern-
ment source said, adding that even a
flattening in the coming days would
“almost certainly not” be enough to
avoid it. At 177 cases per 100,000 people,
London’s rate is now above the East and
West Midlands at 157 and Yorkshire and
the Humber at 154.

In the northwest, long the region
with the most infections, the rate is
down to 130 per 100,000 according to
data going up to last Friday. It is expect-
ed that areas such as Lancashire could
move out of Tier 3 when restrictions are
reviewed next week, but health officials
are wary of a significant easing just
before a five-day Christmas relaxation.

Fears of a potential doubling of cases
over Christmas could make tougher
restrictions more likely for London if
the trend continues.

However, others in government are
expected to push back hard against the
economically ruinous closure of hospi-
tality at the busiest time of year.

A further 2,201 cases were reported
in London yesterday and cases in the
capital are up 13 per cent over the past
week, driven mainly by boroughs in the
east of the city. Havering, the worst
affected at 337 per 100,000, has an in-
fection rate more than four times

higher than Richmond at 79. Some sug-
gest that this could be because outer
boroughs have more people in jobs
where they cannot work from home.

However, health authorities and the
government have insisted that London
must be treated as one because people
travel across borough boundaries so
frequently, and are resisting calls from

MPs for low-infection suburbs to ex-
empt them from tougher rules.

Professor Paul Hunter, of the Uni-
versity of East Anglia, said “much of the
increase is driven by teenagers”, adding:
“If it is children, then moving up a tier
wouldn’t necessarily control that as
they are still going to school.”

Cases are only one of five measures

used to allocate tiers and on another,
admissions to hospital, London’s rate is
still among the lowest. However, Pro-
fessor Kevin Fenton, Public Health
England’s regional director for London,
said that on another, cases in the over-
60s, London’s rate was rising again.
Lockdown mania is destroying jobs,
Thunderer, Rocco Forte, page 28

Areas in Tier 3 that have a lower infection rate than London

Tier 2 London borough infection rates

145 161 185 236
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Tale of tiers

Rate Rate

 London 169.2 8.8%

 Stockton-on-Tees 167.7 -32.9%

 Northumberland 165.6 -12.6%

 East Riding of Yorkshire 160.6 -25.4%

 Barnsley 158.8 -25.6%

 Nottingham 155.3 -7.7%

 Sunderland 155.2 -26.1%

 Sheffield 154.1 -18.8%

 Nottinghamshire 152.7 -12.5%

 Solihull 152.5 -22.2%

 Leeds 152.1 -24.5%

 Co Durham 147.7 -30.8%

 Leicestershire 140.8 -27.7%

 Bristol 140.5 -33%

 Salford 138.7 -21.8%

 Derby 137.2 -35.5%

 South Gloucestershire 136.8 -19.1%

 Blackpool 136.3 -20.2%

 Newcastle 136.1 -37.2%

 Tameside 136 -24%

 Coventry 134.3 -30.6%

 Redcar and Cleveland 126.9 -34.6%

 North Somerset 126.5 -31.1%

 Derbyshire 120.5 -29.7%

 Stockport 116.9 -31%

 Gateshead 115.8 -42.8%

 Warwickshire 114.2 -32.2%

 Trafford 96.1 -24%
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Nation’s worst virus rate sends
London veering towards Tier 3
Chris Smyth Whitehall Editor 

Kay Burley’s 
birthday party 
broke rules
The Sky News presenter Kay 
Burley was absent from her show 
yesterday and will not return until 
the new year after breaking
Covid-19 rules when she 
celebrated her 60th birthday.

Burley, who faces an internal 
inquiry, apologised for “an error of 
judgment”. She was celebrating 
with friends on Saturday at a 
“Covid-compliant” restaurant and 
later “popped into another” venue 
to use the lavatory. The gathering 
is understood to have been in 
London, which is in Tier 2, where 
people from different households 
are not allowed to dine together 
indoors. She suggested it was only 
the second visit that broke the 
rules. The Guido Fawkes website 
said that Burley and nine friends 
ate at the Century Club in Soho. 
The group of ten was said to have 
included the Sky broadcasters 
Beth Rigby, Inzamam Rashid and 
Sam Washington. 

The Guardian reported last night
that Burley has been dropped from
an entry to the Royal Television 
Society’s journalism awards. 

Burley has held many politicians
accountable over pandemic rule 
breaches. In May she interviewed 
Michael Gove over Dominic 
Cummings’s trip to Durham, and 
asked him what the advice would 
be for someone “struggling with 
Covid-19” who had a “problem 
with their eyesight”, referencing 
the trip Mr Cummings made to 
Barnard Castle.

A spokesman for Sky News said
it expected all its people to comply 
with the rules. Burley’s agent was 
approached for comment. 

Plea for airline lottery 

Grant Shapps, the transport 
secretary, has been urged to buy 
airline tickets and give them away 
in a “lucky draw” to boost flying. 
IATA, the aviation trade body, said 
that the lottery was one of five 
“proven ways” that air travel could 
be stimulated. Alexandre de 
Juniac, its director-general, told 
The Daily Telegraph: “Governments 
will need to add measures that 
stimulate demand and revenues.”

Dinner in a bag

A school was criticised by parents 
for treating pupils “like animals” 
after it banned cutlery and plates 
to prevent infection and told them 
to eat lunch with their hands. In 
one instance, children at Edgar 
Stammers primary in Walsall, who 
are served in their classrooms, had 
Yorkshire pudding with mash and 
gravy in a bag. “We will look to 
adapt the menu again,” Darren 
Mann, the head teacher, said.

Fewer good neighbours

Neighbourliness has waned as 
pandemic fatigue sets in, a survey 
suggests. Co-op Insurance found 
that the proportion of adults who 
knew which of their neighbours 
were vulnerable to coronavirus fell 
from almost 75 per cent in the 
spring to 26 per cent in September. 
About 20 per cent had checked in 
on neighbours living alone, down 
from 31 per cent in April, the poll 
of 2,005 people found.

coronavirus in brief

Schools will be allowed to take an inset
day on the last Friday of term so that
staff do not have to spend Christmas
Eve identifying potential coronavirus
cases, the schools minister has said.

Nick Gibb told MPs on the Com-
mons education committee that he
wanted a “clear six days” between the
end of term and Christmas Eve during
which teachers could help with contact
tracing of students who subsequently
tested positive for coronavirus.

Allowing a school to hold an inset day
on December 18 would allow staff a
“proper break”, he said, with Christmas

Schools can close early to give staff a ‘proper break’
Nicola Woolcock Education Editor Eve therefore coming on the seventh

day after children were last in school.
The government has previously

stopped academies from finishing term
a week early, after some planned to
break for Christmas this Friday.

The National Association of Head
Teachers said that giving schools the
flexibility to switch to remote learning
for the final few days of term next week
was an “obvious and straightforward
solution”. Paul Whiteman, the general
secretary, said schools could see a
“steep drop” in pupil attendance next
week as parents sought to prioritise
family safety before Christmas.

Mr Gibb said: “We want there to be a

clear six days so that, by the time we
reach Christmas Eve, staff can have a
proper break without having to engage
in the track-and-trace issues.”

Department for Education figures
showed that more than 7 per cent of
state school pupils — up to 650,000
children — did not attend school for
reasons relating to coronavirus on
Thursday last week.

Twenty-eight per cent of schools re-
ported having one or more pupils self-
isolating because of potential contact
with a Covid-19 case inside the school
on December 3, down from 33 per cent.

Mr Gibb said the government
wanted schools to stay open until the

end of term as it was the “best place for
young people for their education devel-
opment” and for their mental health.
But he added: “We want to make sure
that they [school staff] can have a
proper break over Christmas. We know
they’ve been under huge stress.

“I don’t think some of these senior
leadership teams of schools have had a
break at all since the pandemic began.”

Schools would be allowed to finish
term on Thursday next week, but there
could be one less scheduled inset day
next year if they decided to do this, Mr
Gibb said. 

Head teachers welcomed the move
but said that it had come very late. 
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Medical schools in the US have
credited the “Fauci effect” as one of the
driving forces behind an unprecedent-
ed increase in applications.

The Association of American Medi-
cal Colleges (AAMC) has recorded an
18 per cent rise in students seeking to
carve out a career in medicine — many
inspired by the nation’s leading infec-
tious diseases expert and frontline
health workers battling the pandemic.

“People look at Anthony Fauci, look

A data scientist who says she was fired
for insubordination because she
refused to manipulate Florida’s corona-
virus statistics has accused the state’s
governor of “Gestapo” tactics after her
home was raided by armed police.

Rebekah Jones, 31, was bundled out
of her front door and her husband and
children ordered downstairs at
gunpoint by officers who seized her
computer, telephone and other hard-
ware that she had used to run a public
coronavirus dashboard since losing her
job with the state’s department of
health in May.

She said that Ron DeSantis, the gov-
ernor of Florida, “needs to worry less
about what I’m writing about and more
about the people who are sick and dy-
ing in his state”. She told CNN: “Doing
this to me will not stop me from report-
ing the data. Ever.”

Prior to being fired, Ms Jones was a

Rebekah Jones, who runs an independent website tracking the coronavirus in Florida, was bundled out of the door by armed officers in a raid on her family home 

Police raid house of scientist 
who ‘refused to fiddle figures’

geographic information sciences man-
ager running Florida’s coronavirus
tracking portal, which disseminates
data about the pandemic’s spread. She
complained in May that she had been
pressured by superiors at the depart-
ment to massage data in order to
present it in a more positive light and
align it with Mr DeSantis’s push to
reopen the state — an agenda fed down
by President Trump, to whom Mr
DeSantis is closely allied.

Mr Trump held a “vaccine summit”
at the White House yesterday and
signed an executive order that stocks of
vaccines should be prioritised for
Americans before the US will help
other countries. Pfizer and Moderna,
the two leading manufacturers, de-
clined to attend.

The Florida government never de-
nied Ms Jones’s claims or elaborated
publicly on the reasons for her sacking
beyond saying that she was insubordi-
nate — a label she has since embraced.

After her dismissal she started an
independent data dashboard that pro-
vided more information than Florida’s
official portal, and ran a second site col-
lating information about coronavirus
cases in schools nationwide.

Mr DeSantis has faced criticism for
banning local authorities from impos-
ing rules mandating the wearing of
masks, withholding data, muzzling
health officials and presiding over
“blue-sky messaging” that played
down the grim realities of Covid-19 and
failed to get a grip on Florida’s soaring
case numbers.

On Monday, officers from the Florida
Department of Law Enforcement
(FDLE) arrived at Ms Jones’s home in
Tallahassee with a search warrant
related to an investigation into an inci-
dent in November in which the depart-
ment of health’s emergency alert
system was hacked and an “unauthor-
ised message” left for staff. The mes-
sage urged: “Be a hero. Speak out before

it’s too late.” Ms Jones denied having
anything to do with the incident and
said that she believed the raid on her
home was intended more to root out
other dissenters. She also claimed that
her computers contained evidence of
state corruption.

Footage from a camera that she set
up in a hallway showed officers point-
ing guns up her staircase and yelling for
her husband and children — who were
not shown — to come down after she
was manhandled outside with her
hands up.

“This was DeSantis. He sent the
Gestapo,” she tweeted. “If DeSantis
thought pointing a gun in my face was
a good way to get me to shut up, he’s
about to learn just how wrong he was.”

Rick Swearingen, the FDLE commis-
sioner, said that agents “entered the
home in accordance with normal
protocols” and that “at no time were
weapons pointed at anyone in the
home”.

Jacqui Goddard Miami

Four lions test 
positive at 
Spanish zoo
 spain 
Four lions at Barcelona Zoo tested posi-
tive for Covid-19 after keepers noticed
that they had slight symptoms. Two
staff at the zoo also tested positive. The
Veterinary Service of Barcelona sought
advice from the Bronx Zoo in New
York, where four tigers and three lions
tested positive in April. All recovered. 

 russia 
People should abstain from alcohol for
two weeks before they receive the first
dose of the Sputnik V vaccine and for
another six weeks afterwards, the head
of the public health watchdog has said.
Anna Popova said that alcohol could
suppress the immune system and make
the vaccine less effective. Sales of
equipment to make samogon, or moon-
shine, have risen steeply since the start
of the pandemic. Moscow launched a
mass vaccination programme on Satur-
day, with people aged 18-60 who are
employed in healthcare, education and
social services first in line for the jab. 

 china 
The authorities have ordered mass cor-
onavirus testing and locked down some
parts of the southwestern city of
Chengdu after three new cases were
found. Health officials said the cases in-
cluded a 69-year-old woman and her
71-year-old husband. Chengdu has
been relatively unscathed by the virus.

 netherlands 
Social curbs could be extended beyond
the festive season due to stubbornly
high infection rates, Mark Rutte, the
Dutch prime minister, warned. The
Netherlands has been in a “partial lock-
down” since October 13.
 
 germany 
The state of Saxony has become the
country’s hotspot for coronavirus in-
fections, with the number of newly con-
firmed cases per 100,000 inhabitants
reaching almost 320 in a week. The
Freie Presse reported that the state gov-
ernment was considering tightening
pandemic restrictions from Monday.

Global deaths 

1,535,982

World update

Global cases

66,729,375
Most new cases

Source: WHO
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More apply to medical school thanks to Fauci effect 
Jacqui Goddard at the doctors in their community, and

say, ‘you know, that is amazing, this is a
way for me to make a difference’,” Kris-
ten Goodell, associate dean of admis-
sions at Boston University School of
Medicine, told The Hechinger Report.

Boston has only 110 places and
received 12,024 applications this year
— an increase of 27 per cent. Stanford
University School of Medicine received
11,000 applications for 90 places, a
55 per cent rise.

Geoffrey Young, the AAMC’s senior
director for student affairs and pro-

grammes, likened the rise in interest to
the increase in young people seeking
military careers after 9/11. “It’s unprece-
dented. After 9/11 there was a huge in-
crease in the number of men and
women that were entering into the mil-
itary . . . that’s the only comparison I
could make,” he said.

Admissions officials believe some of
the surge can also be attributed to the
pandemic having curtailed students’
plans for working, travelling or volun-
teering before applying to medical
school. Dr Fauci — the director of the

National Institute of Allergy and Infec-
tious Diseases, who has stood up to
President Trump’s false assurances that
the nation is “rounding a corner” in the
pandemic — said that he found it “flat-
tering” to have inspired a new genera-
tion of doctors.

Ryan Chahal, 25, of Tampa, Florida,
who has applied to medical school, said:
“There definitely was a Fauci effect for
me. People who are interested in medi-
cine are interested in evidence and evi-
dence-based approaches to things —
and he has been very evidence-based.”

SYRACUSE UNIVERSITY
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Ghislaine Maxwell has lost 15lb and
some of her hair has fallen out, her
lawyers have said as they continue to
challenge the conditions of her con-
finement in a Brooklyn jail.

Ms Maxwell, 58, was arrested in July
and denied bail when she appeared
before a judge in New York to plead not
guilty to allegations that she groomed
minors for Jeffrey Epstein. He commit-
ted suicide in jail in Manhattan last year
while awaiting trial for sex trafficking.

She was detained in the Metropolitan
Detention Center in Brooklyn where
officials, chastened by the death of Ep-
stein, were ordered to take special
measures to monitor her, according to
her lawyers.

They quote Bill Barr, the attorney-
general, who said that he was “livid”
after the death of Epstein and “was
confident that we would continue to
pursue this case vigorously and pursue
anyone who’s complicit in it. And so I’m
very happy that we were able to get Ms
Maxwell.”

Her lawyers cite an unnamed source
who said that the Bureau of Prisons
(BOP) was “taking extra preventa-
tive measures to regain the public’s
trust and confidence as well as
preserving the integrity of the
Justice Department”. They argue
that “it is obvious that Ms Max-
well is bearing the brunt of BOP in-
competence”. The authorities said
that recently she weighed
134lb (9st 6lb). 

Her lawyers have asked
why their client “is subject
to repeated searching”.
They also ask why officers
are required to report her
status every 15 minutes
and why she is under
constant surveillance
by hand-held camera.

In an earlier letter to
the prison warden that

GUY BELL/ALAMY LIVE NEWS

Maxwell ‘has lost 
15lb and hair is 
falling out’ in jail 

has now been filed with the court over-
seeing her case, they said that in the
initial months of her confinement Ms
Maxwell, who requested vegetarian
food, was given non-vegetarian food
and was not provided with full meals as
set out on a prison menu. They say that
she was sometimes given spoilt food
and was fed nothing at all for 20 hours
over a weekend.

In a letter to Judge Alison Nathan, a
lawyer for the prison said that Ms Max-
well was being treated in the same way
as other inmates and that prison staff
had sought to address all the concerns
she had raised.

Her lawyers are preparing to make a
renewed application for bail and have
asked for it to be heard behind closed
doors for the safety of family members
and friends who are prepared to
support her application.

Judge Nathan ordered her lawyers
and the prosecution to submit argu-
ments in the coming days, after which
she would consider whether a new bail
hearing was necessary.

Doug Band, a former White House
intern who became one of President
Clinton’s confidants, claimed this

month that Mr Clinton visited Ep-
stein’s private Caribbean island,
dubbed Paedophile Island, in
2003, echoing an allegation first
made by one of Epstein’s victims
in 2011. Mr Clinton denies

having ever visited the island.
Mr Band also said that he barred

Ms Maxwell from seeing Mr
Clinton and his daughter,

Chelsea, out of concern
at their friendship with
her and Epstein.

“I knew in telling
everyone to stop includ-
ing Ghislaine that Chel-
sea and her father would
be very angry. It made it
harder for them to justi-
fy being close to her,”
Mr Band told Vanity
Fair. He said he told
staff in 2011 to bar Ms
Maxwell from events.

Will Pavia New York

Step into Christmas An immersive installation at the National Gallery will guide visitors through the scene from Gossaert’s 
The Adoration of the Kings using sound effects, digital imagery, interactive “pods” and the imagined words of Balthasar

Writer of Kylie hit earned just £100
A songwriter who composed and sang
on a No 1 album by Kylie Minogue only
received £100 in streaming royalties for
her efforts, she has revealed.

Fiona Bevan said that the “archaic”
division of royalties between record la-
bels and artists, who have lost income
from touring during the pandemic, was
forcing them to become Uber drivers.

The Suffolk-born songwriter, who
has composed with Ed Sheeran among
others while also having a solo career,
said recording labels still forced artists
into contracts from another era, when
the companies had overheads such as

the distribution, storage and produc-
tion of CDs, for example.

She told a parliamentary select com-
mittee that given the “utter” domina-
tion of streaming the labels should no
longer be able to command 55 per cent
of the money compared with 15 per cent
for the artist.

Bevan, who did not identify the al-
bum she had worked on but described it
as the fastest selling solo album of the
year upon its release, said that despite
having composed 48 per cent of the
track, she has only received about £100.

She is credited as a co-composer on
track 11 of Disco, Minogue’s 15th studio
album which was released last month.

Nile Rodgers, the American co-
founder of the band Chic, told the Com-
mons digital, culture, media and sport
committee that there needed to be
more transparency, adding that nobody
“can tell me what a stream is actually
worth”. He said he was “completely
shocked” at how little money was com-
ing in from streaming.

The committee, which is investi-
gating streaming, has yet to hear evi-
dence from representatives of the
streaming platforms and record labels.
It heard yesterday that the three big
companies — Warner, Universal and
Sony — had £4.2 billion of revenues in
the first six months of the year.

David Sanderson Arts Correspondent

Ghislaine Maxwell is 
in prison in Brooklyn 
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Britain will suspend European tariffs on
American products — from tractors
and tobacco to fruit juice and fish — in
an attempt to persuade the White
House to shelve steep duties on whisky.

Liz Truss, the trade secretary, hailed
the UK’s standing as an “independent

Boris Johnson has set up a secretive
unit in Downing Street to co-ordinate
the government’s response to the
“nightmare scenario” of a no-deal
Brexit added to a surge in Covid-19
cases and extreme winter weather.

The winter control and co-ordina-
tion cell, based in No 10, will provide
daily confidential briefings to the prime
minister on emerging threats.

It is part of a wider government con-
tingency operation, known in White-
hall as D20, designed to anticipate and
respond to disruption over winter.

“We’re trying to anticipate what hap-
pens if you have no-deal gridlock in
Kent, combined with flooding and a
massive spike in Covid cases,” a White-
hall source said. “Winter is always one
of the most challenging times for the
government with pressures on the
NHS alongside the risk of things like
adverse weather events. The question is
what happens when you combine all
that with Covid and a no-deal Brexit.”

‘Nightmare  
Oliver Wright, Steven Swinford

Britain will axe US tariffs 
to win reprieve for Scotch

trading nation” last night as she
revealed plans to break away from the
European Union’s move to impose lev-
ies worth billions of dollars on the
United States.

Ms Truss claimed that the
post-Brexit move would demonstrate
that Whitehall was serious about con-
cluding the world’s largest corporate

trade dispute — between the aviation
giants Airbus and Boeing — which has
ensnared Washington and Brussels for
almost two decades.

Last year the World Trade Organisa-
tion (WTO) permitted the US to im-
pose tariffs on EU goods worth up to
$7.5 billion after the bloc was found to
have illegally subsidised Airbus. The

Callum Jones Trade Correspondent Trump administration targeted a vast
catalogue including French cheese,
Spanish wine and Scottish single malt.

After the WTO approved retaliatory
duties on goods worth $4 billion over
illegal US support for Boeing, the EU
hit American exports including air-
craft, construction equipment and
farm produce.

The UK will stop collecting these tar-
iffs from January 1, however, in its first
major decision on trade after Brexit.

“As an independent trading nation
once again, we finally have the ability to
shape these tariffs to our interests and
our economy, and to stand up for UK
business,” Ms Truss said. 

“Ultimately, we want to de-escalate
the conflict and come to a negotiated
settlement so we can deepen our trad-
ing relationship with the US and draw a
line under all this.”

Britain will maintain tariffs imposed
by the EU after President Trump put
duties on foreign steel and aluminium,
however. These cover popular Amer-
ican products including bourbon, mo-
torcycles and jeans. 

Ms Truss said: “We are protecting
our steel industry against illegal and
unfair tariffs — and will continue to do
so — but are also showing the US we
are serious about ending a dispute that
benefits neither country.” 

In recent months Downing Street
has tried to preserve relations with Mr
Trump’s officials while courting the in-
coming Biden administration. It began
formal talks on a prized transatlantic
free-trade agreement this year.

A source said that the government
was “showing the US a bit of leg” and
looking for a “real win” for exporters
such as distillers and Savile Row tailors.

The Department for International
Trade said that it “reserves the right” to
impose tariffs on the US “at any point”
should negotiations fail to lead to a
settlement ending the Airbus-Boeing
dispute. 

Scotch industry leaders have warned
that a 25 per cent tariff on their single
malt exports has driven distilleries to
the brink over the past year. “Our busi-
nesses cannot sustain losses at this level
indefinitely,” dozens of producers wrote
in The Times in October. Their calls for
a swift reprieve have so far fallen on
deaf ears.

Scotch whisky is the world’s most in-
ternationally traded spirit, with annual
exports of £5 billion across some 180
markets. American tariffs have put
severe pressure on its most lucrative
overseas market, however. The indus-
try typically enjoys sales of more than
£1 billion a year in the US but exports
have tumbled since the duty was intro-
duced last autumn.

Sales to the US slumped by 65 per
cent in May. 

Karen Betts, of the Scotch Whisky
Association, welcomed a “very encour-
aging step” by the UK. “We hope that
this marks the beginning of the end of
trade tensions with the US,” she said.

Andy Burwell, director of inter-
national trade at the Confederation of
British Industry, welcomed the “initial
step” which he said must lead to a nego-
tiated settlement as soon as possible.
“We urge the US, European Commis-
sion and the UK to come to a swift re-
solution,” he said. 

The government will begin a consul-
tation to ensure the EU duties it main-
tains on the US after Brexit “are shaped
to UK interests and tailored to the UK
economy”. The scope and timing have
yet to be confirmed.

News Brexit

Boris Johnson was 
accompanied by 
Dan Rosenfield, his
new chief of staff, 
right, yesterday
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  scenario’ squad sets up at No 10 
The Food and Drink Federation is

warning that food could rot on the
dockside and Christmas presents may
go undelivered as Britain’s ports are dis-
rupted by the coronavirus and stockpil-
ing before Brexit. It said “ambient food”
supplies stuck in thousands of lorries
and containers would soon pass their
sell-by dates. 

Tim Morris, chief executive of the
Major Ports Group trade body, told The
Daily Telegraph: “What the UK is expe-
riencing is a global phenomenon. There
is disruption in global supply chains the
world over. We are reaping the whirl-
wind of an imbalance which has grown
over some time.” 

Under No 10’s plans, the cell, which
reports directly to Mr Johnson, will use
real-time information from across
Whitehall and the wider public sector,
to try to anticipate problems.

The daily briefing report will bring
together information from both the
Brexit and Covid operations commit-
tees, the civil contingencies secretariat
and other Whitehall departments.

significantly more chance of wide-
spread disruption in the first few weeks
of 2021 than if there is an agreement.

While both sides are likely to take
some unilateral action to minimise dis-
ruption, ministers admit they do not
know how far the EU will try to make
life “difficult” for the government.

This could include more stringent
checks at the border in Calais and
potentially denying large numbers of
UK lorries permits to enter the EU.

Ministers are also concerned that
despite repeated warnings many busi-
nesses are not prepared for new cus-
toms arrangements that will come in on
January 1 — even if a deal is struck.

A survey by the Institute of Directors
found 29 per cent of companies were
not sure they would be ready. Among
those affected by Brexit, 57 per cent said
that their ability to be ready was some-
what or entirely dependent on the ne-
gotiations, rising to 72 per cent for those
who were not yet fully prepared.
Brexiteers need to make their minds up,
Daniel Finkelstein, page 27 

“The idea is to avoid the prime minis-
ter getting multiple papers in his red
box from different departments and
agencies,” one official said. “This will be
a central unit to co-ordinate and assess
all the information coming in. It is there
to pull all the threads together.”

At the same time a “response cell” in
the Cabinet Office will combine teams
from across government to anticipate,
assess and respond to so-called disrupt-
ive incidents.

It will liaise with local authorities, the
NHS and devolved administrations
and feed into ministerial task forces.
“There is a concern that if the govern-
ment is focused on no deal or a post-
Christmas Covid spike, things could get
missed,” a Cabinet Office source said.
“We need to get the structures right
now so we’re not taken by surprise.”

The entire D20 plan is being over-
seen by Michael Gove, the Cabinet
Office minister, who chairs the Covid
and the Brexit operations committees.

Officials privately concede that if a
deal with the EU is not struck there is

Exports to Northern Ireland 
will face ‘minimal’ checks 

Britain. Boris Johnson has always in-
sisted that no such declarations would
be needed.

The deal was struck following nine
hours of talks between Michael Gove,
the Cabinet Office minister, and Maros
Sefcovic, the EU commission deputy
president, who heads the joint commit-
tee on implementing the withdrawal
agreement. As a result of the deal,
which has yet to be published, the gov-
ernment will drop its threat to legislate
to override the withdrawal agreement.

Ministers had always claimed that
the move, which would have been in
breach of international law, was only
necessary if the joint committee had
been unable to reach a compromise.

Aodhan Connolly, director of the
Northern Ireland Retail Consortium,
which represents larger businesses,
said that companies would need the
technical detail of the new arrange-
ments as soon as possible.
Brexit trade deal, Letters, page 30

British businesses exporting goods to
Northern Ireland will face minimal
checks and red tape after Brexit, minis-
ters claimed yesterday, as they hailed a
deal with Brussels to implement the
Northern Ireland protocol.

Under the agreement, the UK will
carry out checks on behalf of the EU to
ensure that no food or goods enter the
province that do not meet EU regulato-
ry standards. In the event of no deal, the
government will also collect tariffs on
goods judged as being “at risk” of enter-
ing EU markets.

However, government sources
claimed that under the agreement only
2 per cent of British businesses export-
ing to the province would be classed as
“at risk”. They added they had also
reached a “satisfactory position” on
export declarations for goods being
sent from Northern Ireland to Great

Oliver Wright
Bruno Waterfield Brussels

News

Why they are taking this position

A no-deal Brexit will lead to new trade 
barriers and protectionism while 
dividing the West at a time of 
superpower rivalry with China and 
Russia, Germany fears.

Loss in annual 
exports to UK

How Europe views a no-deal 

€8.2bn

DOVES

Germany

Among the doves is Sweden, whose 
primary concern is that a no-deal Brexit 
would damage free trade, leading to a 
spiral of new protectionist barriers.

€805m
Sweden

Poland and other central and eastern 
European countries want Brexit 
settled quickly and amicably because 
millions of their people are living 
in Britain.

€1.4bn
Poland

The Czechs are trade and economic 
liberals who hope that Brexit will 
lead to less strict single market 
regulations.

€708m
Czech 
Republic

Leading the hawks, France has always 
been the EU country that is most 
sceptical about free-trade deals in 
terms of protecting industry from 
competition and keeping fishing access.

€3.4bn

HAWKS 

France

Ireland is a hawk because of the Irish 
border question, fishing interests and 
because it sees opportunities to 
become America’s door into Europe if 
the UK faces restrictions after a tough 
trade deal.

€1.4bn

Ireland

In the hardline camp because of fishing 
interests and a desire, as a supporter of 
EU federalism, to ensure that Britain 
does not benefit from Brexit. €3.2bn

Belgium

The Netherlands is fighting for single 
markets to be more strictly enforced in 
the EU, especially in central and eastern 
Europe, and worries that easy access 
for the UK will undermine that 
objective.

€4.8bn

Netherlands

The Spanish are part of the Latin 
alliance against northern European 
trade liberalism and fear British 
competition, especially on textiles, 
leather and food.

€4.8bn

Spain

Italy has joined the French camp 
because it is part of the traditional Latin 
alliance against free-trade deals. €2.6bn

Italy

DANIEL LEAL-OLIVAS/AFP
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Britain’s longest-serving military trans-
lator in Afghanistan is to be granted
sanctuary in the UK.

Last week Ricky, as he is known, was
told that he was eligible for relocation,
18 years after he began working with
British troops and two years after sur-
viving a Taliban ambush, the Daily Mail
reported.

About 100 Afghans will benefit from

legislation passed last month easing the
conditions for asylum. Ben Wallace, the
defence secretary, said that “discretion”
could be used. 

Two other former translators, Far-
din, 39, and Hedayatullah, 33, were also
informed last week that they could
come to the UK. They had previously
been told they did not qualify because
they had not served a full year on the
front line in Helmand province, or had
either resigned or been let go. Under
the new rules, their whole military ser-

vice can be considered and greater flex-
ibility applied to service in Helmand,
the Taliban heartland.

Mohammed Rafi Hottak, 33, one of
445 interpreters and their family mem-
bers already resettled in Britain, wel-
comed the news, but he warned that his
former colleagues were “at risk and
[their] families’ lives in danger”. The
withdrawal of British and American
forces was “putting the terrorist Taliban
back in power — the same terrorists we
interpreters helped them arrest”, he

two years before the pandemic includ-
ing the closure of the Honda car plant
in Swindon and the Ford engine factory
in Bridgend. 

It is widely believed that the Vauxhall
car plant at Ellesmere Port in Cheshire
could also face the axe.

This year production in British car
plants has fallen to its lowest since the
1990s.

Like Sir James Dyson, who makes
vacuum cleaners, and Lord Bamford,
the owner of JCB diggers, Sir Jim has
been a strong advocate for the UK’s
withdrawal from the European Union.
He has argued that he supported “a
common market but not a united states
of Europe”.

Brexiteer billionaire will build 
new Land Rover . . . in France
Robert Lea Industrial Editor

JON BOND

said. After being granted asylum in
2012, Mr Hottak was unable to bring his
wife and children to Britain after miss-
ing out on a resettlement scheme.

He said that some translators had
been excluded from the scheme
because they had lost their jobs under
questionable circumstances. “I know
many of these interpreters have been
fired for unfair reasons,” Mr Hottak
said. “The soldiers were in a position of
power and fired interpreters for reasons
which they shouldn’t have been.”

Sir Jim Ratcliffe, the chemicals tycoon
and one of the outspoken billionaire
backers of Brexit, has turned his back
on the UK with plans to build his new
version of the Land Rover Defender on
the Continent.

In a snub to hundreds of automotive
workers in south Wales, who had been
led to believe that Sir Jim would at least
partly manufacture his Grenadier off-
road prototype close to a former Ford
works near Bridgend, the boss of the
Ineos chemicals empire has decided in-
stead on an old Mercedes-Benz factory
on the German-French border.

Sir Jim said the Grenadier would now
“combine rugged British spirit and des-
ign with German engineering rigour”.

Previously Sir Jim, 68, a Monaco-
based tax exile who is reckoned to be
worth £17 billion, had looked at produc-
ing the Grenadier at plants in south
Wales and Portugal. The Welsh gov-
ernment is reported have spent £5 mil-
lion of “enabling” investment in the
summer before the first signs that Ineos
was not going ahead with the factory in
south Wales.

A spokesman for Ineos Automotive
confirmed: “All manufacturing for the
vehicle will now be done at Hambach.”
The car plant there is located on the
French side of the border, between
Saarbrücken and Strasbourg, and is
owned by the German group Daimler.

At present the plant assembles Smart
electric cars and Ineos will buy the fact-
ory and continue to assemble Smart
cars for Daimler on a contract-manu-
facturing basis. The commercial propo-
sition of taking over a ready-made,
state-of-the-art plant like Hambach
rather than create start-up facilities in
the UK as previously envisaged was
“overwhelming”, Ineos said.

“Hambach presented us with a
unique opportunity that we simply
could not ignore,” Sir Jim said. “To buy
a modern automotive manufacturing
facility with a world-class workforce,
Ineos Automotive set out a vision to
build the world’s best utilitarian 4x4
and at our new home in Hambach we
will do just that.”

Ineos said it was saving 1,300 French
and German workers’ jobs in the deal
which would put the Grenadier on the
road to production by 2022.

The Grenadier project
was first hatched
by Sir Jim in
2017 after the
decision by
the West
Midlands-
based 
manufac-
turer Jaguar
Land Rover to
end production
of its famous Land

Rover Defender, the original British
4x4, after nearly 70 years.

Jaguar Land Rover has
since gone into pro-
duction of a new gen-
eration Defender,
much more like its
stable of other luxu-
ry sports utility ve-
hicles, in Slovakia.
At one stage it was
considering chal-
lenging Sir Jim’s
Grenadier design

for copyright.
The British motor

industry lost more
than 20,000 jobs in the

Sir Jim Ratcliffe’s Ineos group says the deal to manufacture the Grenadier, below, will save 1,300 French and German jobs

Scores of Afghan army translators to be given asylum
Catherine Philp 
Diplomatic Correspondent

How bomber’s 
father fought 
to stay in UK
Duncan Gardham
Charlotte Wace 
Northern Correspondent

The father of the Manchester Arena
bomber had “numerous inconsisten-
cies” in his story when he first claimed
asylum in Britain but succeeded after
multiple appeals, an inquiry was told.

Details of Ramadan Abedi’s back-
ground were heard as part of submis-
sions from Greater Manchester police
to the inquiry into the terrorist attack.

His son, Salman, killed 22 people
when he detonated a bomb in the foyer
of Manchester Arena in May 2017.
Another son, Hashem, was sentenced
to life imprisonment this year for
helping him.

Ramadan Abedi has spent only 102
days in Britain since 2015 and has not
returned since the bombing, the
inquiry heard. His sister, Rabaa, told
police that her brother had joined the
Libyan police in the 1990s and entered
an arranged marriage with the bomb-
er’s mother, Samia. A year later, they
fled Libya after the authorities accused
Samia of “practising religion”, the aunt,
who lives in Canada, said. 

They travelled first to Tunisia and
then Saudi Arabia before arriving in the
UK in July 1993. He applied for asylum
five days later which was initially
refused when his nationality was
recorded as Lebanese rather Libyan.

The inquiry was told that the Home
Office thought that there were “numer-
ous inconsistencies in his application”,
that claims regarding employment in
the security services in Libya were false
and that the claimed nature of his dep-
arture from Libya was “not credible”.

The inquiry continues.

Detention of 
Assange illegal, 
says UN official
David Brown

A United Nations official has called for
Julian Assange to be freed from prison
and put under house arrest while fight-
ing extradition to the US.

Nils Melzer, the UN special rappor-
teur on torture, made the demand on
the tenth anniversary of Mr Assange’s
first arrest on an extradition request
from Sweden where he was wanted
over alleged sex offences. 

The Wikileaks founder spent almost
seven years as a fugitive in the Ecuado-
rean Embassy in London before being
arrested in April last year at the request
of prosecutors in the US where he is
wanted on 18 charges including con-
spiring to hack government computers
and violating espionage law.

Mr Melzer said: “Mr Assange is not a
criminal convict and poses no threat to
anyone, so his prolonged solitary con-
finement in a high security prison is
neither necessary nor proportionate
and clearly lacks any legal basis.”

The prolonged solitary confinement
of Mr Assange amounted to torture and
other cruel, inhuman or degrading
treatment or punishment, he added.

Mr Melzer said that he was con-
cerned about Mr Assange’s exposure to
Covid-19 which has spread on his wing
at Belmarsh prison in London.

His lawyers say the US prosecution is
politically motivated. A judge is due to
rule on the extradition request on
January 4.
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The parents of a seven-year-old girl
killed by a stranger with schizophrenia
on Mother’s Day said they “can’t move
on” as her attacker was sentenced to life
in a high-security hospital.

Eltiona Skana, 30, targeted Emily
Jones in Queen’s Park, Bolton, in March
as the child went past on her scooter.

Emily had been calling to her mother in
the distance when her killer slit her
throat with a craft knife.

An impact statement from Emily’s
parents described her as “the beat in
our hearts, the spring in our step and
the reason we got up every morning”.

Mark Jones, 49, and Sarah Barnes,
42, said: “The last nine months have
been spent in limbo. We cannot move
on because we cannot see a future.”

Skana had admitted manslaughter
on the grounds of diminished responsi-
bility but was cleared of murder last
week after the prosecution said there
was no realistic prospect of conviction.

At Manchester Minshull Street
crown court yesterday, Mr Justice Wall
sentenced her to life with a minimum
term of eight years, to be served in a
high-security hospital.

Skana arrived in the UK as an asylum

seeker from Albania six years ago. Since
then she has been sectioned and treat-
ed as an in-patient three times. She was
hearing voices at the time of the killing
and had stopped taking her medication.

An internal report highlighted a
string of alleged blunders by Greater
Manchester Mental Health NHS
Foundation Trust, which was responsi-
ble for her care, but staff were cleared of
any blame.

We can’t move on, say girl’s parents as killer gets life sentence
Charlotte Wace
Northern Correspondent

A nine-year-old girl who died after a
chronic asthma attack was living on a
“knife edge” and illegal levels of air pol-
lution could have tipped the balance, an
inquest was told yesterday.

Professor Sir Stephen Holgate com-
pared Ella Kissi-Debrah’s seizures and
hospital admissions with periods of
higher air pollution near her home in
southeast London and found a clear
association.

The inquest at Southwark coroner’s
court is investigating whether danger-
ous levels of air pollution in the London
borough of Lewisham, where Ella lived
with her family, may have contributed
to her death in February 2013.

Sir Stephen, professor of immuno-
pharmacology at the University of
Southampton, said that in two and a

that they had a strong case. “If you
knew the evidence we had, you would
come to the same conclusion as I do, but
I can’t give you details because we don’t
want the accused to know what we have
on him,” he told the BBC.

Mr Wolters said progress had been
slow largely because of the 13 years that
had elapsed since Madeleine dis-
appeared. “I can’t promise, I can’t guar-
antee that we have enough to bring a
charge, but I’m very confident, because
what we have so far doesn’t allow any
other conclusion at all,” he said.

He added that the investigation had
unearthed evidence that the suspect
had committed two other crimes
against children in Germany.

Brückner is approaching the end of
his 21-month sentence in Kiel prison for
dealing cannabis. He will then serve a
seven-year term for the rape of a
72-year-old American woman in Praia
da Luz in 2015. He has previously been
imprisoned twice in Germany for sex
offences against children.

Brückner’s lawyer has repeatedly
stated that his client had nothing to do
with the abduction and possible
murder of Madeleine and says he has
proof of his innocence.
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No flies on Darwin’s 
flightless bugs theory

M
ore than
160 years
after
Charles
Darwin

unveiled his theory of 
evolution, another of his 
ideas has finally taken 
off — an explanation of 
why some insects gave 
up on flying (Rhys 
Blakely writes).

About 5 per cent of 
insect species evolved to 
fly only to lose the 
ability. In one type of 
habitat, however, the 
proportion is much 
higher: islands. There, 
flies are more likely to 
crawl and moths shuffle. 

For Darwin, the 
obvious explanation lay 

in the danger of taking 
to the skies when you 
could not be sure that 
you would find dry land 
again. Writing in On the 
Origin of Species in 1859, 
he cited an inventory of 
the beetles of Madeira, 
which showed that 200 
of the 550 known species
were flightless.

“Each individual 
beetle which flew least 
. . . will have had the best 
chance of surviving 
from not being blown 
out to sea,” he wrote.

Sir Joseph Hooker, a 
botanist, was one of the 
earliest to object, 
pointing out that 
flightless insects were 
not limited to islands. 

Doubts have persisted to 
the present day.

However, a paper in 
the Proceedings of the 
Royal Society B suggests 
that Darwin was very 
much on to something.

Researchers from 
Monash University in 
Melbourne, Australia, 
looked at insects on the 

Antarctic and 
subantarctic islands of 
the Southern Ocean, 
which are some of the 
most blustery places on 
Earth. On some islands 
almost all insects have 
given up on flying. 
Neither the absence of 
predators nor lower 
temperatures, which 

makes flight less 
efficient, were 
good predictors 
of having lots of 
flightless insects. 
Nor was a stable 
habitat, where 
there’s little need to 
travel. The best guide 
was how windy a 
particular island was. 

N f

Learning journey

In 1831, at the age of 22, 
Charles Darwin joined 
HMS Beagle to sail 
around the world. 

The five-year 
expedition set the 
foundations for his 
theory of evolution. In 
1835, he reached the 
Galapagos Islands. The 
finches he found there, 
with beaks adapted for 
different feeding 
methods, probably 
weren’t as central to his 
theory as is widely 
assumed.

Darwin realised that
species change over 

time, giving rise to 
new species. 

Human traits, he
believed, could be
traced deep back
in time . “It is
probable that
the progenitors
of man, either
the males or
females or both
sexes before
acquiring the
power of 

expressing 
mutual love in

articulate speech,
endeavoured to 

charm each other 
with musical notes 

and rhythm,” he said.

A study on islands of the 
Southern Ocean shows 
Darwin was right about 
insects such as flightless 
moths, above left

Eltiona Skana attacked Emily Jones 
with a craft knife after hearing voices

Ben Webster Environment Editor

Pollution had left asthma 
victim ‘on a knife edge’

half years from 2010 Ella had been ad-
mitted to hospital 27 times, and all but
two of the episodes had occurred in pe-
riods of higher air pollution, usually in
winter. “I am suggesting that a biologi-
cal cause of her disease was that during
these winter months when air pollution
was getting worse in her neighbour-
hood, as occurred in old smogs of the
1950s, this was when she would be expe-
riencing the worst exposures,” he said. 

“Ella was living on a knife edge. What
that means is that on either side of a line
where she’s able to survive a very small
change can lead to a dramatic event.” In
her case, an “outpouring” of mucus
blocked her airways.

Paul Wilkinson, a professor of envi-
ronmental epidemiology at the London
School of Hygiene and Tropical Medi-
cine, had told the court that there was
no clear evidence that air pollution had
been higher on days when Ella had
been admitted to hospital.

Sir Stephen said that while there was
not an exact correlation between hospi-
tal admissions and pollution peaks, the
“overall air pollution she was exposed

to, which is worse in the winter months
compared with the summer months,
was a major driver” of her seizures. In a
report, he wrote that had the pollution
been within legal limits “then it is al-
most certain that her asthma would
have been substantially less severe”. 

She had a six-month period of much
better health when pollution was close
to the lowest recorded, he added.

He said that there was clear evidence
that dangerously asthmatic children
who were sent from polluted areas to
places with cleaner air had rapid
improvements. A study last year of
children with asthma in southern Cali-
fornia had shown that as air pollution
dropped their condition improved.

Rosamund Kissi-Debrah, Ella’s
mother, had said that she would have
moved house had she known the effects
of dangerous levels of air pollution. Sir
Stephen agreed that the public needed
better information and said that
schools and groups of parents should
have the ability to measure and record
air pollution levels.

The hearing continues.

Prosecutor confident of 
charging Maddie suspect
Oliver Moody Berlin

The German prosecutor investigating
the disappearance of Madeleine
McCann has said he is “very confident”
of bringing charges against the prime
suspect, a convicted paedophile who is
already in prison.

Christian Brückner, 43, is suspected
by the German authorities of abducting
Madeleine from her parents’ holiday
flat in Praia da Luz, Portugal, in May
2007, a few days before her fourth birth-
day. No trace of her has been found.
Scotland Yard has said there is still a
possibility that she may be alive. 

In June, German officials announced
that they had firm reason to suspect
Brückner of her murder, in what ap-
peared to be the most significant break-
through in the case yet. Phone records
suggest he was near the McCanns’
apartment on the evening of her disap-
pearance but up to now investigators
have been tight-lipped about the evi-
dence they say they have against him.

Hans Christian Wolters, from the
state prosecutor’s office in the central
German city of Brunswick, Brückner’s
last recorded place of residence, said
yesterday that he was firmly persuaded

clean air
for all
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If you want to be happy don’t take a
degree, research by the Office for
Students suggests.

Recent graduates are less likely to be
satisfied with life compared with young
people in the general population. 

The regulator analysed figures from
the Higher Education Statistics Agen-
cy and found that graduates who were
unemployed after leaving university

For a greater degree of happiness choose the University of Life 
Nicola Woolcock were the least satisfied with their lives.

They had the lowest level of feeling that
the things they did were worthwhile,
and were the least happy compared
with their peers.

The survey of more than 215,000
graduates, 15 months after they left
university, suggested that older gradu-
ates were more likely to score highly for
life satisfaction.

Women with a degree also reported
higher life satisfaction and happiness

than men, although women were more
anxious.

Recent data has shown that young
female graduates earn less than men
but more are likely to apply for jobs that
make them feel worthwhile.

For happiness, all graduate groups
were less likely to score very highly
than the general population.

The proportion with very low anxie-
ty scores was greater for the general
population (40.9 per cent) than full-

time graduates who found full-time
employment (27.5 per cent).

About 32.6 per cent of graduates who
found full-time employment scored
very highly for feeling that things done
in life were worthwhile, compared with
36.1 per cent of the general population.

The Office for Students said: “Higher
education can have a transformational
impact and many graduates go on to
have rewarding lives and careers. There
are range of factors that both influence

the paths that graduates take and
impact their sense of wellbeing. It is
important that universities and col-
leges are preparing their students for
the world of work, recognising the
challenges that graduates face in
today’s labour market. 

“This data . . . will be helpful in our
work to ensure that all students,
wherever they are from, have a fulfill-
ing experience of higher education that
enriches their lives and careers.”

A series of breakthroughs may have put
science in the spotlight this year, but
English teenagers have fallen down the
global rankings in the subject.

While younger children have done
better than in 2015, older pupils have
done far worse, according to a study
that is published every four years. 

The Trends in International Mathe-
matics and Science Study is based on
tests taken by children aged 10-14 in
more than 60 countries. In England
10,000 pupils at 370 schools had their
performance measured. Both age
groups were above the average in both
subjects, but not leading the pack. Sing-
apore was ranked highest, with Taiwan,
Japan, Hong Kong, South Korea and
Russia also doing well.

English Year 5 pupils improved sig-
nificantly in maths and rose from 10th
place to 8th, just behind Northern Ire-
land. In science they managed to rise
from 15th to 12th place. 

However, the science results
“significantly declined” for pupils in
Year 9, according to researchers from

report, said that boys had been “signifi-
cantly more confident and liked learn-
ing more” than girls in both maths and
science in both year groups.

Geoff Barton, general secretary of
the Association of School and College
Leaders, said that England and North-
ern Ireland had performed particularly

English teenagers slide down 
the global rankings for science

University College London. The report
was funded by the Department for
Education.

Pupils in Year 9 did slightly worse in
maths than in 2015, declining from 11th
to 13th in the rankings, but in science
they fell from 8th to 14th place.

Academics said that they could not
explain the drop but head teachers said
that the lack of specialist science teach-
ers could be to blame.

Dirk Hastedt, executive director of
the International Association for the
Evaluation of Educational Achieve-
ment, which oversees the study, said:
“It’s never a good time to have a blip, but
the coronavirus vaccine shows the im-
portance of science, as do the issues of
environmental problems and sustain-
able development.”

Russia had improved significantly in
the past decade as it had focused more
on education, he added.

Mr Hastedt told The Times that in
England high numbers of ten-year-olds
had reached the minimum threshold in
both maths and science, but that this
had declined for older pupils.

Mary Richardson, co-author of the

well in primary maths. “There is con-
cern over the dip in secondary science
scores in England, although it remains
in the top 15 nations. We would wel-
come further investigation into why
this has happened. One measure that
would help enormously is to improve
the recruitment and retention of teach-
ers, particularly in secondary maths
and science, where it has proved enor-
mously difficult over recent years.”

Salaries had not kept pace with infla-
tion, while schools had been placed
“under intolerable pressure” because of
inadequate funding from the govern-
ment, which had been “asking ever
more of them”, Mr Barton added. 

Nick Gibb, the schools minister, said:
“This country’s continuing strong per-
formance in maths, including the sig-
nificant improvement among Year 5
pupils, is testament to the hard work of
teachers and a reflection of the reforms
we have put in place to raise standards.”

But more needed to be done to “im-
prove the quality of science teaching
and [increase] the number of young
people studying science subjects”, Mr
Gibb added.

Nicola Woolcock Education Editor

Schools chief
in line to be 
champion 
for children 
Nicola Woolcock Education Editor

The head of an academy trust whom
Michael Gove said he wanted to “clone
23,000 times” is likely to become the
children’s commissioner for England.

Dame Rachel de Souza has been
named by Gavin Williamson, the
education secretary, as his preferred
candidate for the role. She is already
close to government as chief executive
of Inspiration Trust, which runs 14
schools in East Anglia and was founded
by Lord Agnew, the former academies
minister.

Dame Rachel is a director of Parents
and Teachers for Excellence (PTE)
campaign group. PTE was co-founded
by Rachel Wolf, a former adviser to
Boris Johnson who also founded the
New Schools Network. A Conservative

donor and other heads of trusts are also
PTE directors. After a pre-appoint-
ment hearing before the education se-
lect committee, Dame Rachel is likely
to take over when Anne Longfield’s six-
year term as children’s commissioner
ends in February. 

Mr Williamson said that he was
looking forward to “finalising” the
appointment. “It is more important
than ever to have experienced and
dedicated colleagues working with us
in a shared ambition to protect and
defend the most vulnerable children,”
he said. 

Dame Rachel was once investigated
and cleared of having prior knowledge
of the dates of an Ofsted visit to one of
her schools.

The Department for Education said
at the time that Inspiration Trust had
“been at the forefront of raising
educational standards” in an area that
had been lagging behind.

Mr Gove made his remark about
cloning her when he was education sec-
retary in 2012. He described it as his
“ideal education policy”.

The Office of the Children’s
Commissioner is a public body that
promotes the rights, views and interests
of children in policies or decisions
affecting their lives. It is particularly
concerned with children who are
vulnerable or find it hard to make their
views known. 

Albert Aynsley-Green, a professor
emeritus in child health, was appointed
the first children’s commissioner in
March 2005. The role had been
established by the Children Act
2004.

Muskets at dawn Members of the Wimborne Militia, a historical re-enactment group in Dorset that puts on 
displays in period costume, were left bemused when Facebook suspended their accounts, apparently mistaking 
them for one of the right-wing American paramilitary groups it has been removing from the social media site 

STEVE HOGAN/PICTUREEXCLUSIVE.COM

League tables

Science results for Year 9 (aged 14)

20192015
Singapore 597

Japan 571

Taiwan 569

S Korea 556

Slovenia 551

Hong Kong 546

Russia 544

England 537

Kazakhstan 533

Ireland 530
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Singapore 608

Taiwan 574

Japan 570

S Korea 561

Russia 543

Finland 543

Lithuania 534

Hungary 530

Australia 528

Ireland 523

14 England 517
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Dame Rachel de 
Souza is the head 
of a trust that 
runs 14 schools
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An IT consultant is preparing to tell the
High Court that England’s “easy” di-
vorce laws allowed his wife to leave him
because he “worked too much and
never went on holiday”.

Charles Ayeh-Kumi, 64, says that his
wife Marion’s reliance on the ground of
“unreasonable behaviour” when she
divorced him two years ago breached
his human rights. 

He says that “unreasonable behav-
iour” is not sufficiently defined in law
and the lack of clarity has made separa-
tion too easy. He will also say that
reform to allow “no fault” divorce from
next autumn should be repealed.

He first brought a human rights chal-
lenge to the divorce laws last year, and
government lawyers have applied to
the court to dismiss his claim. Mr Ayeh-
Kumi filed a counterapplication for
summary judgment in his favour and
the judge, Master Victoria McCloud, is
due to rule on the case next week.

Mr Ayeh-Kumi, who is estranged
from the couple’s two daughters, says
that the Matrimonial Causes Act
breaches basic rule-of-law principles,
the Humans Right Act and the Euro-
pean Convention on Human Rights.

He claims that in their divorce, his
wife’s examples of his unreasonable be-

Missing holidays is no 
reason for a divorce, 
argues jilted husband 
Jonathan Ames Legal Editor haviour were that he “worked too

much” and “didn’t go on holiday” with
the family 20 years earlier. He said the
wording used in the proceedings was:
“My husband was absent from the
home in the evenings and at weekends.
[He] did not come on any family holi-
days when the children were growing
up or come to any concert performan-
ces that the children took part in.”

Mr Ayeh-Kumi, of Farnborough,
Hampshire, said that she was referring
to holidays that were taken when the
couple were struggling to pay the mort-
gage. “I am a one-man band. If I don’t
work, I don’t get paid. I admit that I
missed a few family holidays and that I
made myself available to clients 24/7,
over the weekends and late at night.

“That is how I differentiate myself
from the bigger companies that do
what I do, and how I secure myself
more clients. We were struggling to pay
our mortgage at the time.”

He said that there was no indication
that his wife was planning to leave until
she announced on her 60th birthday
that she wanted to separate. Mr Ayeh-
Kumi said: “The quickest way to get a
divorce is to cite unreasonable behav-
iour, something that isn’t defined by the
current law. It is left down to the discre-
tion of judges entirely, and that lack of
a definition isn’t right.”

TMS
diary@thetimes.co.uk | @timesdiary

   

Starting out 
at the bottom
The actress Nina Sosanya says she 
often gets her best roles on leaving 
the audition, though when it came 
to her big break with the RSC it was 
less to do with a director admiring a 
hidden asset and more because the 
W1A actress, right, had got dressed 
too quickly. She had bought a new 
skirt on the way to the theatre and it 
was only later that a friend pointed 
out the huge red star saying “£5.99” 
still attached to her bottom. “That 
would have been what the director 
saw as I left,” she tells the Out to 
Lunch podcast. She got the part but 
suspects it was because they 
thought: “We can pay her anything.”

keeping up with waugh
Evelyn Waugh had high 
expectations of infants. Speaking at 
an event for the charity Give a Book,
Lady Antonia Fraser said she met 
the novelist when she was a few 
weeks old. “Saw F Pakenham’s baby 
and gave it a book but it can’t read 
yet,” Waugh wrote in his diary, 
which made her feel indignant when 
this was later drawn to her attention. 
“I learnt to read jolly soon after 
that,” she insists. As a teenager she 
found Brideshead Revisited on what 

her mother called her “banned 
shelf” and naturally read it but did 
not see what was so naughty. “Was 
it the adultery or the alcoholism?” 
she asked and ma replied: “I thought 
it might put you off Catholicism.”

Paul Mayhew Archer, co-creator of 
The Vicar of Dibley, finds writing 
Christmas cards a chore but livens it 
up with a game that spreads love and 
bewilderment. “Choose six people at 
random out of a phone book,” he says, 
“and write ‘Love Paul and Julie. Look 
forward to seeing you on the 29th’.”

boring women
Yellow Pages used to have a listing 
that said “boring: see civil engineers”,
which amused my mother being 
married to one. The latest exciting 
news from that world is that the 
giant machines that will drill HS2 
through the Chilterns will be called 
Cecilia, after Payne-Gaposchkin, an 
astronomer, and Florence, as in 

Nightingale. Boring is surprisingly 
restricted to women. Ada, Phyllis, 
Victoria, Elizabeth, Mary and Sophia 
dug out Crossrail, while the French 
machines used on the Channel 
Tunnel were called Brigitte, Europa, 
Catherine, Virginie, Pascaline and 
Séverine. The British just gave their 
moles numbers. Charlie Connelly, 
author of The Channel, recalls one 
sitting by the M20 for some time 
after it opened with a sign that read: 
“For sale, one careful owner.”

After yesterday’s item on cut-price 
haircuts for balding men in Moscow, 
Geoffrey Silman emailed to say that 
being follicly challenged himself he 
had asked his barber for a reduction. 
“He replied that he should charge me 
more for the additional responsibility.”

dylan’s changing times 
As befits someone who has won the 
Nobel prize for literature, the 
meaning of Bob Dylan’s creative 
output, the copyright of which he 
has just sold to Universal, has been 
heavily over-analysed. It is 
something that the writer himself 
has mocked. Asked in a Playboy 
interview if he could explain what 
his songs were about, he replied: 
“Some are about four minutes; 
some are about five, and some, 
believe it or not, are about 11 or 12.”

patrick kidd
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Christopher Nolan has condemned
Warner Bros as dysfunctional for its
decision to release all its films for next
year on a streaming service at the same
time as in cinemas.

The British director, who has
released all of his films of the past 18
years through the Hollywood studio in-
cluding Tenet and Dunkirk, believes
that it has betrayed film-makers who
wish to preserve cinema as the best
place to see films.

“Some of our industry’s biggest film-
makers and most important stars went
to bed the night before thinking they
were working for the greatest movie
studio and woke up to find out they
were working for the worst streaming
service,” Nolan told the Hollywood
Reporter. “Warner Bros had an incredi-
ble machine for getting a film-maker’s
work out everywhere, both in theatres

Martin Bashir used a forged document
to secure an interview with a farmer
who shot dead a burglar in a remark-
able parallel of the allegations he faces
in relation to Diana, Princess of Wales,
it has been claimed.

The television journalist allegedly
produced a forged document showing
that the government wanted to block
an appeal by the Norfolk farmer Tony
Martin, who was convicted in 2000 of

British director attacks studio 
for streaming all film releases
Jack Malvern and in the home, and they are dismant-

ling it . . . They don’t even understand
what they’re losing. Their decision
makes no economic sense, and even the
most casual Wall Street investor can
see the difference between disruption
and dysfunction.”

Warner Bros announced last week
that it would change its business model
so that cinemas no longer had an
exclusive window in which to show its
films. Instead its films will simultane-
ously appear on HBO Max, the
streaming service operated by its
parent company, Warner Media.

Directors, who like their films to be
shown on big screens, argue that the
theatrical window is vital to protect
cinemas. Studios say that the pandemic
means that it is the only sensible way to
get people to see their films. The fight is
a long-running one. In 2010 Odeon
threatened to boycott Disney’s Alice in
Wonderland because the studio wished

to shorten cinemas’ exclusive window
from 17 to 12 weeks.

Nolan, asked by Entertainment
Tonight how he responded to Warner
Bros’ announcement, said: “Oh, I mean,
disbelief. Especially the way in which
they did [it]. There’s such controversy

around it, because they didn’t tell any-
one. In 2021 they’ve got some of the top
film-makers in the world, they’ve got
some of the biggest stars in the world
who worked for years in some cases on
these projects very close to their hearts
that are meant to be big-screen experi-
ences . . . And now they’re being used as

a loss-leader for the streaming service
— for the fledgling streaming service
— without any consultation. It’s sort of
not how you treat film-makers and
stars and people who . . . have given a lot
for these projects. They deserved to be
consulted and spoken to about what
was going to happen to their work.” 

He said he believed that cinemas
would bounce back in the long term
and that they would still be profitable if
they were allowed to continue. “What
you have right now in our business is a
lot of use of the pandemic as an excuse
for sort of grappling for short-term ad-
vantage. And it’s really unfortunate. 

“It’s not the way to do business and
it’s not the best thing for the health of
our industry. But when the theatres are
back, when the vaccine has been rolled
out . . . I’m very bullish on the long-term
prospects of the industry. People love
going to the movies and they’re going
to get to go again.”

Bashir ‘used forgery’ to interview killer farmer 
murdering Fred Barras, 16, and wound-
ing an accomplice.

Martin’s solicitor, Nick Makin, said
that Bashir had shown him the docu-
ment to secure an interview for ITV’s
Tonight with Trevor McDonald. Mr Ma-
kin told the Daily Mail: “Bashir tele-
phoned and asked me if I was aware
that there was government interfer-
ence in the case.” The lawyer claimed
that over lunch the journalist told him
that he was “trusted by high-up people
in the government as a result of his

Diana interview, and tried to assure me
that the government wanted to inter-
fere with the judiciary . . . He was basi-
cally trying to steal a leap on the other
press and TV. I thought Bashir was a
nasty piece of work,” Mr Makin said.

Bashir interviewed the farmer via a
prison telephone call that was broad-
cast on ITV. The murder conviction
was overturned in 2001 and reduced to
manslaughter on the grounds of dimin-
ished responsibility. Martin later com-
pared Bashir to “a cobra trying to mes-

merise me . . . He tried to put words into
my mouth”.

Earl Spencer, Diana’s brother, claims
that Bashir used forged financial docu-
ments and told lies about the royal
family to gain access to his sister for an
interview with Panorama in 1995. Lord
Dyson is investigating the claims and
allegations of a BBC cover-up. 

Bashir, the BBC’s religious affairs cor-
respondent, is recovering from a quad-
ruple heart bypass and Covid-19. He
has not commented on the allegations.

David Brown Chief News Correspondent

Public service 
TV hub could 
rival Netflix 
Matthew Moore Media Correspondent

Viewers would benefit if BBC iPlayer,
ITV Hub, All4 and My5 were merged
into a single British streaming service
to rival Netflix, Ofcom has proposed.

The media regulator’s research sug-
gests that traditional public service
broadcasting is “unlikely to survive in
the online world” unless the main
players transform their operations for
the digital age. 

British viewers find the US platforms
have a wider range, greater personali-
sation and more attractive interfaces.
As a result young people in particular
see Netflix or Amazon Prime Video as
their default destinations for browsing
for new programmes.

Two thirds of British viewers aged
between 15 and 24 now use Netflix each
week, compared with 28 per cent who
watch BBC iPlayer. The BBC, ITV/STV,
Channel 4 and Channel 5 are already
collaborating on BritBox, a subscrip-
tion service launched last year.

In a report published today Ofcom
proposes that they go further by creat-
ing a single “combined service” to dis-
tribute their free programming. It said:
“Such strategic relationships could help
ensure that public service media reach-
es all audiences, is easily discoverable
and could support the delivery of public
service media in the global market.” 

Young viewers appreciate the social
value of public service broadcasting but
some “struggle to see the personal value
they get from them”, Ofcom added
Many were unaware that shows broad-
cast on Netflix, such as Peaky Blinders,
were originally made for the BBC. 

The BBC said that it would look at
Ofcom’s proposals carefully.

Christopher Nolan 
has criticised 
Warner Bros for 
sidelining cinemas

dance-based adaptation just released 
in the cinemas. At the Bridge, he gives 
us a besuited accumulator of pennies 
whose girth and stiff-necked 
pomposity generate memories of 
Charles Laughton in Hobson’s Choice.

The three actors share out the text,
slipping between different voices. 
Ferran starts as a suitably self-effacing 
Bob Cratchit and, as well as taking on 
a spectral guise later, bulks up with a 
scarf stuffed under her waistcoat when 
she portrays a portly gentleman trying 
to persuade Scrooge to donate to 
charity. Figueiredo, sporting an 
incongruous Ali G-style voice at the 
beginning, plays Scrooge’s nephew 
before morphing into Marley’s ghost 
and a giant with a fruity Indian accent.

The parade of characters comes 
thick and fast, and the two junior 
players grow in stature all the time. 
Figueiredo simpers as Mrs Cratchit. 
Russell Beale goes one better as a 
coquettish plump sister, while a 
puppet becomes a thoroughly 
convincing Tiny Tim. Rose Revitt, the 
set designer, and Bunny Christie, who 
is credited for “Season Framework 
design”, have created spare but 
evocative backdrops. The illuminated 
chains hanging above the stage exude 
a ghostly menace, yet, seen in a 
different light, they could just as 
easily be festive paper chains.

Grant Olding’s music is subtly 
woven into the mix too, as are video 
images by Luke Halls and Zakk Hein. 
There’s some full-blooded wassailing 
too. It’s perhaps not the ideal show for 
younger children — there’s a good 
deal of spoken text and shifts in mood 
to absorb — but as a celebration of 
what Christmas meant in the past and 
what it can still mean in a secular 
present, it’s just about perfect.
To Jan 16, bridgetheatre.co.ukSimon Russell Beale and Patsy Ferran with Tiny Tim in a production that is all the better for its minimalist approach

A Christmas Carol

Bridge Theatre, SE1

HHHHH

Enchanting 
blend of past 
and present

At first, it seems that this three-way 
collaboration might be a little off 
balance. Sir Simon Russell Beale cuts 
such a commanding figure in the 
opening scenes that he puts his 
younger colleagues, Patsy Ferran and 
Eben Figueiredo, in the shade. This is 
very much a text-based version of the 
Dickens classic, but does that 
inimitable festive voice come across 
clearly enough?

Long before the end, though, any 
doubts are laid to rest. Nicholas 
Hytner’s vision of Scrooge’s journey 
into the supernatural delivers an 
enchanting mixture of the traditional 
and the modern. There’s a modicum 
of spectacle on a stage strewn with 
boxes and chests, but this production 
doesn’t bombard you with mince pies 
or sentimentality. In an age when CGI 
can do just about anything at the 
multiplex, the director reminds us that 
our imagination is still our best friend.

Russell Beale already has a Scrooge
credit under his belt this season — he 
provides the miser’s voice in the 

Theatre Clive Davis

MANUEL HARLAN
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A building materials company criti-
cised at the Grenfell Tower inquiry over
misleading fire safety claims sits on a
construction industry integrity group.

Kingspan, whose K15 foam insula-
tion was fitted on the London tower
block, has been accused at the public
inquiry of marketing “lethally combus-
tible materials” as safe for high-rise
buildings. The boards were part of clad-
ding that caught fire at Grenfell in June
2017, when 72 people died.

Kirsch Bowker, head of marketing at
Kingspan Facades, is on a “marketing
integrity group” created by the Con-
struction Products Association (CPA)
after the fire. The group is drawing up a
code of conduct to ensure that product
information is “clear, accurate, up-
to-date, accessible and unambiguous”.

demand for pets during lockdown. As
well as concerns about puppy smug-
gling, police have reported rises in dog
thefts as prices increase.

The charity said that between March
and the end of November it had res-
cued 257 illegally imported puppies, as
well as 16 heavily pregnant bitches who
had gone on to give birth to an addition-
al 61 puppies. These alone were worth
more than £570,000, it added.

The research was published yester-
day with a report examining online ad-
verts for puppies. In 502 adverts looked
at over six weeks in England and Scot-
land, 91 of the animals advertised were
found to have been imported. Sixteen
of these were too young to have been
brought in legally, the charity said.

Nicola Sturgeon’s husband has potent-
ially undermined key evidence given by
the Scottish first minister to an inquiry
about her government’s handling of
harassment complaints against Alex
Salmond.

Peter Murrell, chief executive of the
SNP, said he was unaware that she and
Mr Salmond had discussed his alleged
harassment of two civil servants in
meetings at the couple’s home.

He said this was because it was Scot-
tish government business.

Previously, Ms Sturgeon told parlia-
ment that those meetings, of which no
records were taken, were held in her
capacity as party leader and therefore
not a matter of state.

The ministerial code demands that
any meetings undertaken on govern-
ment business should be recorded. A
minister found to have knowingly mis-
led Holyrood “will be expected to offer
their resignation”.

Mr Murrell appeared yesterday
before the Holyrood inquiry examining
the Scottish government’s handling of
the complaints against Mr Salmond.

The investigation was ruled unlaw-
ful, unfair and tainted by apparent bias
and the former first minister was
awarded £512,000 in legal costs.

Questioned yesterday under oath by
Murdo Fraser, the Scottish Conserva-
tive MSP, Mr Murrell said he was not
informed about the
details of the meeting on
April 2, 2018 at the
home he shares with Ms
Sturgeon. Crucially, the
first minister previ-
ously told MSPs
that she first be-
came aware of her
government’s in-
vestigation into
Mr Salmond at
this meeting. It

Evidence from 
husband ‘could
mean Sturgeon 
misled MPs’ 

has since emerged that she had been
warned about the issue by Geoff Aber-
dein, Mr Salmond’s former chief of
staff, in her Holyrood office four days
earlier, on March 29, 2018. Ms Sturgeon
claims she had forgotten about it.

“The issue is that the issue that was
raised with Nicola at the time was a
Scottish government matter and Scot-
tish government business is not for me,”
Mr Murrell said. “Every single day
Scottish government business is not
relayed to me on a daily basis. There’s a
very confidential process.”

Ms Sturgeon met Mr Salmond three
times to discuss the misconduct
investigation, on April 2, June 7 and
July 14 2018. In her written evidence to
the inquiry, Ms Sturgeon has said that
all of the meetings were undertaken “as
party leader”. 

Mr Murrell claimed that he had not
been in the house during the Sturgeon-
Salmond meeting in April but later ad-
mitted he had arrived home from work
during the talks. He said that with Mr
Aberdein, Mr Salmond’s solicitor and a
senior Scottish government official in
his living room and Ms Sturgeon and
Mr Salmond in another room, he went
for a shower. The visitors had left by the
time he returned downstairs. Ms Stur-
geon then refused to discuss the details
of the meeting with him.

“Peter Murrell’s words indicate that
Nicola Sturgeon misled parliament,
gave false evidence to the committee,

and broke the Ministerial
Code,” Murdo Fraser said.

Jackie Baillie, Scottish
Labour’s deputy leader,

said that Mr Murrell
and Ms Sturgeon’s
accounts were in-
compatible.

Alex Cole-Ha-
milton, the Liber-
al Democrat
MSP, said that
Mr Murrell’s
appearance 
“undermines
both of their

accounts”.

Kieran Andrews Scottish Political Editor

Third of dog buyers would 
turn blind eye to smuggling
John Simpson Crime Correspondent

Grenfell cladding firm helps write rules
The inquiry has been told, however,

that Kingspan continued to market K15
as suitable for high-rise buildings after
it failed safety tests in 2006. Kingspan
relied on test data for a previous version
given a fire safety certificate in 2005. 

The company relied on the out-of-
date test for more than a decade. In
March 2011 its brochure said that K15
had been “successfully tested”, could
meet building regulations and was
“acceptable for use above 18 metres”.
The inquiry was told that employees
joked in text exchanges that the com-
pany was lying about its “shit product”.

Ivor Meredith, who was in charge of
testing and certification for K15 when
he worked for Kingspan, said in evi-
dence that he became “embroiled in a
deliberate and calculated deceit” in
promoting the product as safe.

Kingspan withdrew the fire test claim

in October shortly before giving evi-
dence in the inquiry’s second phase.
The company admitted “historical
shortcomings” in the testing, certifica-
tion and marketing of its products.

Ms Bowker had no involvement in
the Grenfell refurbishment and will not
be a witness at the public inquiry. She
has never worked for Kingspan Insula-
tion UK, the division of the company
that is under scrutiny.

The Grenfell United campaign group
said: “Kingspan is under criminal
investigation, it should not be involved
in writing the new rulebooks.”

A CPA spokesman said that it valued
“Kirsch’s experience and hard work”. 

Kingspan, which supplied 5 per cent
of the Grenfell insulation, said it wanted
to “contribute responsibly to industry
initiatives that support safe and compli-
ant building standards and product use”.

Sean O’Neill Chief Reporter

Nearly a third of dog buyers would
overlook smuggling and the cruelty
involved to get the puppy they wanted,
a survey found.

Thirty per cent of people who had
recently bought a puppy or planned to
do so said they would turn a blind eye
for the right pet even if they suspected
it had been illegally imported.

Forty-four per cent said that they
would buy a puppy advertised online
despite about the same number admit-
ting they knew someone who had been
scammed or had a bad experience.

The survey of 2,000 buyers was
carried out by the charity Dogs Trust in
response to huge increases in the

Nicola Sturgeon 
and her husband 
Peter Murrell

A
fter 900 years
of being
referred to as
Southwell
Minster, a

place of worship in 
Nottinghamshire could 
be given a different name 
— because too few people 
know what a minster is 
(Kaya Burgess writes).

The governing body of
the grade I listed building 
has suggested that to 
boost visitor numbers the 
name could be changed 
to include the word 
“cathedral”.

Locals have expressed
surprise at the proposal, 
pointing out that York 
Minster has no trouble 
attracting visitors.

The Very Rev Nicola 
Sullivan, the dean, posted 
on social media: “The 
word ‘minster’ is not a 
particularly familiar word 
with many people. We 
are a cathedral . . . a much 
wider known and 

recognisable term, which 
in turn would hopefully 
lead to an increase in 
both worshippers and 
visitors.”

Four names were 
proposed: Southwell 
Cathedral, Nottingham; 
Southwell Minster 
Cathedral, Nottingham; 
Southwell Minster 
Cathedral, serving the 
Diocese of Southwell and 
Nottingham; and 
Southwell Minster, the 
Cathedral Church of 
Nottingham. 

One former chorister 
responded: “Southwell 
Minster is perfect. Tells 
you all you need to know, 
and is rooted in history. 
Please don’t change it.”

Sebastian Hyatt 
tweeted: “Strange, but 

‘York Minster’ works 
rather well.” 

Southwell Minster is 
one of 42 Church of 
England cathedrals. Only 
it and York have minster 
in their names. The word 
dates from the Anglo-
Saxon era when it was 
used to denote the 
largest, or “mother”, 
church in an area. 

Southwell Minster was
granted cathedral status 
in 1884 as the mother 
church of the new 
diocese of Southwell and 
Nottingham. A 
church was 

established on the site in 
956. Work on the existing 
building began in 1108.

By Monday evening, 
the post had been taken 
down. Adele Poulson, 
chief operating officer at 
the minster, said: 
“Unfortunately we have 
had to suspend [the 
survey on the name 
change] in order to make 
some changes.” 

One commenter said 
he hoped a new survey 
would add an option to 
keep the existing name.

The dean added that
the survey had been 
“released prematurely” 
and “contained errors in
the way it was presented
and the names put 
forward”. She said: “We
will always respect the 
heritage of Southwell 
Minster and the 
emotional and spiritual
attachment many of us
have to this wonderful 
place of worship.”

Minster 
loses faith 
in its name

The governing body of 
Southwell Minster hopes 
that using the word 
“cathedral” in the name will 
boost visitor numbers

IVAN VDOVIN/CORBIS/GETTY IMAGES
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Predatory uncle 
beat girl to death

There he beat her to death and defiled
her with a stick before burning her
body, probably by building a bonfire
over her and dousing it with accelerant,
pathologists told his trial. Louise was
found 13 days later.

James Newton-Price, QC, for the
prosecution, told Winchester crown
court: “A determined attempt had been
made to destroy her body, which was so
badly burnt and damaged by fire as to
be unrecognisable. Her body had been
subjected to extreme violence and
violation, including repeated and
heavy blows to her head.”

The defendant showed no emotion
as the unanimous verdict was an-
nounced, and cries of “yes” could be
heard from the public gallery.

Louise, a trainee veterinary nurse,
had moved in with Mays and his wife at
the end of April, after she had quar-
relled with her mother.

Arguments also broke out between
the three and Louise complained to her
boyfriend, Bradley Kercher, that Mays
would “flirt” with her and pin her down.
The jury was shown a Snapchat video of
him tickling her feet.

Mr Newton-Price said: “Louise was
just 16, she was anxious, needy, fragile
and vulnerable, vulnerable to the atten-
tions of a predatory man who was
apparently flirting with her and living
in the same small flat.”

The judge, Mrs Justice May, ad-
journed the case for sentencing today.

John Simpson Crime Correspondent

Pine playground Whipsnade Zoo, in Bedfordshire, built a forest of Christmas trees for its elephants, including hidden snacks

A predatory sex attacker who lured his
vulnerable teenage niece into wood-
lands before beating her to death and
burning her body faces life in jail after
being found guilty of her murder.

Shane Mays, 30, punched 16-year-
old Louise Smith in the head so many
times that he shattered the bones in her
face and dislocated her jaw.

Mays had begun flirting with Louise
after he and his wife took her into their

home in Havant, Hampshire, following
a row with her mother.

At first Louise, who suffered from
depression, had been so happy living
with Mays and his wife Chazlynn Jayne,
known as CJ, that she had wanted to
start calling them “mum and dad”, but
she later complained about the atten-
tion Mays was paying her.

Mays, who had admitted manslaugh-
ter claiming that he had not intended to
kill the teenager, lured her to the sec-
luded spot in Havant Thicket in May.

Louise Smith moved in with Shane Mays 
and his wife after a row with her mother

Missing hiker ‘was unhappy’

The life of a British hiker missing in the
Pyrenees was not as happy as it seemed,
a senior French detective has said as he
revealed that police have spoken to her
partner for the third time.

Esther Dingley, 37, vanished more
than two weeks ago during a trek in the
Pyrenees. Captain Jean-Marc Bordi-
naro, the officer leading the search,

stressed that her boyfriend, Dan Cole-
gate, 38, was a witness and not a suspect
in the case. But he added: “It appears
that their lives together were not as
happy as the images posted on social
media suggest.”

Captain Bordinaro told the Daily
Mail: “It does not seem probable that
Esther suffered an accident, and it is not
credible that she was eaten by a bear or
that she has fallen into a lake.”

Nadia Brooks





Era of AI assassination
has arrived
Roger Boyes
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to hear a compelling account of the 
strategy for exploiting the new 
freedoms we have gained that is 
simultaneously economically 
convincing and politically plausible.

There has been some discussion 
lately about the responsibility of so-
called hard Remainers for the 
relatively hard Brexit we are about to 
get. If only, the argument goes, they 
hadn’t argued for a second 
referendum last year, we might have 
had a softer landing. 

Well I have a clear view of how 
much responsibility they bear: none. 
I didn’t agree with calls for a second 

referendum, I thought the tactics 
employed often foolish, and I warned 
repeatedly what might happen. But 
nevertheless I insist on this: the 
people responsible for Brexit are the 
people who advocated it. The people 
responsible for a hard Brexit are 
those people who led us towards it.

Not David Cameron or Jeremy 
Corbyn or Theresa May or Alistair 
Campbell or George Osborne or 
Oliver Letwin or Gina Miller or John 
Bercow or Yvette Cooper or Jo 
Swinson. Or, thank you very much, 
me. We were all just doing what we 
thought was right. People are 
responsible for their own tactics and 
tactical errors. But Brexit? That’s 
down to those who campaigned for 
it. If a hard Brexit is a great success it 
isn’t to our credit. And if it’s a failure 
it wasn’t our fault.

It’s time for those people who 
came up with this plan to tell us 
what they imagine comes next.

daniel.finkelstein@thetimes.co.uk

Indeed, we are more likely to raise
standards and tighten regulations 
than to loosen them. It’s revealing 
that one of the biggest economic 
debates in the first year of freedom 
will be by how much a Conservative 
government should increase capital 
gains tax and corporation tax.

The ironies abound. The EU is 
insisting on protections it won’t need 
against a UK policy that won’t happen.
The UK is demanding the right to do 
something it isn’t going to do. 

The biggest irony is that the 
advocates of Brexit, as a means of 
escaping from the decline promised 
by Europe’s over-regulation, are now 
both servant and champion of a new 
voter coalition which will demand 
broad adherence to the European 
model.

Four years after Brexit, I have yet

Those who called for Brexit, such as 
Boris Johnson, are responsible for it

campaigned for, it still isn’t clear to 
me how the advocates of Brexit wish 
to use it. Whenever it is spoken 
about, it’s discussed in terms of how 
to limit the damage it might do. But 
what about the advantages? Where 
are they?

If our negotiations with the EU 
over a free trade deal didn’t have 
such serious implications, it would be 
tempting to find them funny. On the 
one hand, the British government 
insists that it should be free to depart 
from the European model if it, or a 
future government, wishes to do so. 
We cannot be bound to follow 
European rules we have no role in 
setting. This, it is argued, would 
make Brexit pointless. And it is 
absurd for the EU to insist on 
controlling a country that is intent 
on being independent.

On the other hand, the EU is 
worried that Britain will sit on 
Europe’s borders undercutting its 
social policies by offering businesses 
lower costs and taxes. Britain’s 
departure from the European model 
might then be the model’s death. So 
they are insisting we agree to adhere 
to Europe’s standards even after 
Brexit.

So here we are having a huge row,
with serious implications for 
everyone’s prosperity, over the 
freedom of Britain to leave the 
European model. With us insisting 
we should be free and Europe 
insisting we should not be free. Yet 
all along Britain has no political 
intention to depart from the 
European model at all. 

Yes, we might tweak a rule here 
and a subsidy there, but (and we 
have even tried making a virtue of 
this in negotiations) we aren’t going 
to depart substantially from the 
status quo. The politics of Brexit, of 
looking after left-behind workers, 
don’t allow it. 

L
ike a dog, Brexit is for life,
not just for Christmas. When
I woke up on the morning
after the referendum, I
realised two things. The first

was that this wasn’t going to go away. 
We were going to have to live with 
the consequences if not for ever, 
then for many years to come.

I knew we weren’t going to stop 
Brexit going ahead, nor did I think 
we should. I had too much respect 
for my fellow citizens, their 
arguments and for the importance of 
loser’s consent in a democracy.

Nevertheless, I thought (and still 
think) that by voting for Brexit we 
made a profound mistake. Which 
brings me to my other realisation. I 
didn’t want to live through the next 
decades feeling as if I wanted my 
country to fail, because its every 
stumble would vindicate my 
judgment on Brexit. However serious 
the error, we would all have to make 
the best of it.

So if there were advantages to 
Brexit we would have to find them 
and if there were obstacles we would 
have to overcome them. And we 
would have to develop an economic 
strategy that made the most of our 
new circumstances.

These, anyway, were my thoughts
on the morning that David Cameron 
resigned and we set off into the 
unknown. And all I can say is that it 
isn’t proving easy.

During the 2016 referendum 

Brexiteers need to make their minds up 
Those who campaigned for us to leave the EU are labouring under a set of irreconcilable economic and political beliefs 

campaign, it struck me that the 
economics and politics of Brexit 
were pulling in different directions. A
big part of the argument for leaving 
the EU was that it would set Britain 
free from a bureaucratic 
arrangement that burdened us with 
too many regulations and shut out 
trade from those who were not 
members of the bloc.

There was, of course, a sovereignty
argument and this was (and remains) 
important. But its attraction to most 
of its advocates was not theoretical 
— it was that it would enable us to 
plot a different course.

And we would have to, anyway. 
Being outside the single market 
while still striving to be economically 
successful requires us to free 
businesses from excessive rules and 
costs. We’d have to do it sufficiently 
to offset the disadvantages of being 
outside the bloc. In other words, we’d 
have to offer firms lower taxes, fewer 
rules and reduced labour costs. 

This, then, was the economics of 

Brexit. But the politics of Brexit was 
quite different. Voting to leave the 
EU would be, and has been, 
interpreted as a rebellion by those 
who felt left out of Britain’s 
increasing prosperity. Satisfying their 
demands would lead the country 
towards higher social spending, a 
higher minimum wage, more 
regulations. In other words, in the 
opposite direction to the economics 
of Brexit.

It has now been four years since 
the Brexit vote, and this tension 
seems more obvious than ever. 
Having won the freedom they 

If our negotiations over 
trade weren’t so serious 
they would be funny

Daniel 
Finkelstein

@dannythefink

The people responsible 
for hard Brexit are the 
ones who led us to it

Comment
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T
he two lockdown 
merchants, Matt Hancock
and Michael Gove, appear
to be holding the prime
minister and the rest of the

cabinet captive. Mr Hancock 
continues to spout the mantra “save 
lives” as if we were all children. Mr 
Gove dissimulates over hospital 
capacity and, it seems, would have 
the whole country in Tier 3. 

People’s lives and livelihoods are 
being destroyed by the minute and 
we need a drastically different 
approach to tackling the pandemic.

A growing number of experts now
argue that the current strategy is 
wrong. Even the World Health 
Organisation admits lockdowns are 
“making poor people an awful lot 
poorer”. But critics are ignored or 
pilloried for their contrarian views. 

Like most people in hospitality, I 
despair at the government’s handling 
of the pandemic. It has devastated 
my industry, killing off many good 
firms and hundreds of thousands of 
jobs that go with them. The 
complicated system of tiers now 
leaves us contemplating another five 
or six extremely bleak months. 

Unemployment is forecast to reach
7.6 per cent by the end of the fiscal 
year. The chancellor tells us 
borrowing will reach almost 
£400 billion and the economy is set 
to take a hit to the tune of 11.3 per 
cent, the highest level in Europe.

Yet ministers seem to listen only to
the Scientific Advisory Group for 
Emergencies, a committee that has 
continuously produced forecasts that 
have turned out to be inaccurate. 
Take the suggestion of 500,000 
deaths which helped bring about the 
first lockdown, or the prediction of 
4,000 deaths per day which 
prompted the second. We now know 
it is older people with chronic 
existing health problems who are 
predominantly at risk, while healthy 
people under 50, who make up most 
of the working population, have 
relatively little to fear.

Many restaurants and 
establishments are already 
monitoring body temperature before 
entry, and this could be made 
compulsory with government 
subsidy. There are also rapid tests 
available which could be used at 
venues and events where larger 
numbers of people will gather.

The government also needs to stop
terrifying the population and to be 
more transparent with statistics. 
From 2000 to 2018, 1,500 to 1,700 
people a day died in the UK, putting 
Covid-19 deaths into perspective. 

As the coronavirus vaccine begins
to be rolled out, ministers should be 
looking for ways to reopen our 
economy. The most vulnerable must 
continue to be shielded, but those at 
little or no risk should be allowed to 
go about their lives normally again.

Sir Rocco Forte is chairman of Rocco 
Forte Hotels

Light at the 
end of the 
tunnel is 
sweet music

I
t was Friday breakfast and I was
thinking about my Times column
for Saturday, with only half an 
ear on BBC Radio 3. Petroc 
Trelawny was introducing the last

in his “Postcards from Composers”: 
very short new musical pieces 
commissioned from British 
composers — some new, some 
established — and written during 
lockdown. I’m no music boffin and 
had not heard of Thea Musgrave, but 
was attracted by the title of her 
submission: “Light at the end of the 
tunnel”. It was for a solo viola and 
less than a couple of minutes long. 
I’m not always keen on what they 
call “programme music” but by this I 
was suddenly moved. In different 
registers the viola (Joshua Hayward) 
played both the tunnel and the light. 
The piece had a wonderful clarity. 
Afterwards I looked Musgrave up. 
She’s Scottish, born in 1928, a 
nonagenarian and apparently quite 
famous. Deservedly.

Shot in the arm

Surprising to find some readers
think this columnist might be
one of the “antivax” brigade. 

Great Scott no! We’re in a pandemic 
of a nasty, sometimes fatal, infectious 
illness, and my scepticism is about 
whether we’ve struck the right 
balance with continuing to earn our 
keep. The arrival of a vaccine is 
brilliant news and must be a big part 
of the answer. All my life I’ve been 
having jabs and scratches — 
smallpox, TB, yellow fever, tetanus, 
bubonic plague, hepatitis, flu, 
typhoid, even poisonous tree-frog 
mucus for psychedelic fun in the 
Amazon . . . I’ve lost count. So the 
moment a Covid-19 vaccination 
is available to septuagenarians I’ll 
race to the clinic as fast as my 
dodgy knees permit, while 
(doubtless to the irritation 
of fellow columnist Hugo 
Rifkind) clamouring for a 
Covid-free passport to 
prove it. Mass vaccination 
is the answer, it’s safe, 
and to keep it voluntary 
we need incentives to 
get it and disincentives 
for refusal. 

Fishy business

‘Matt Hancock says
he will have jab
on live TV.”

Steady on, Matt, notwithstanding all 
I’ve said above. During the BSE scare
in 1990, the then agriculture 
minister, John Gummer, did himself 
no good by trying (unsuccessfully) to 
feed his daughter, Cordelia, a 
hamburger to show that meat was 
safe. He was accused of a clumsy PR 
stunt and Cordelia was saddled with 
“Oh, aren’t you the one that . . .?” for 
the rest of her life.

And, as we dig into the history of 
medical publicity stunts by 
politicians, it gets worse. A year later, 
with Peru in the grip of a deadly 

cholera epidemic, their president, 
Alberto Fujimori, under pressure
from the country’s massive 
fishing industry, tried to 
reassure the nation that the

national dish, ceviche (raw fish
marinated in lime) was still

safe to eat as the sewers
of cholera-ridden Lima
emptied themselves
into the Pacific. 
Fujimori ate ceviche
and sushi live on TV.
His fisheries minister,
Felix Canal, then did
the same in a publicity
stunt — whereupon the

health minister, Carlos
Vidal, resigned in protest at
the dangerous example it set
to the public. Soon after,
the fisheries minister was
hospitalised with cholera.

Matthew Parris My Week

The remote-control murder of an Iranian general shows the need for a high-tech war rulebook

The era of AI assassinations has arrived

was blown up by a bomb hidden 
inside the spare tyre of his SUV.

American and Israeli intelligence
co-operation took off under the 
Trump administration. At the start of 
the year a US Reaper drone fired a 
laser-guided Hellfire missile to kill
Quds Force commander Qasem 
Soleimani outside Baghdad airport. 
His movements had been tracked for 
years by the Israelis who shared the 
intelligence with the US. The drone 
took pictures of Soleimani’s face and 
clothes in his car and relayed it back 
to the US to confirm his identity. 
This was part of the new world of 
execution. It involved no one on the 
ground, it was intelligence-led, 
civilians were avoided, it was 
conducted precisely and at high 
speed.

The signal to allies is clear: if a 
country has sophisticated weapons 
technology and intelligence support, 
it can dodge ethical debate and 
decapitate a snake just because it is 
able to rather than because of any 
imminent threat. The clinical sterility
of the kill made it the antithesis of 
Russia’s bungled poisoning of Sergei 
Skripal. Russian assassination abroad 
has barely advanced since an ice-
pick was buried in the skull of Leon 
Trotsky. The new machinery of war, 
the surveillance and killing robots 
being designed to get close to an 
enemy, is speeding up conflict and 
relieving battlefield commanders, 
already overwhelmed by incoming 
data, of troublesome moral 
judgments. Soldier or spook, the kill 
algorithm will soon become an 
officer’s best friend. We need to be 
talking about the moral hazard of 
machine war.

kill Iranian researchers and delay the 
country’s progress towards getting a 
bomb. A woman officer stood up and 
said her father was a scientist on 
Israel’s own nuclear programme. 
“Going by the way of thinking 
prevalent here,” she said, “my father 
would be a legitimate target for 
elimination. I think that’s neither 
moral nor legal.” She did not win the 
argument — an Iranian bomb was 
seen as an existential threat and 
therefore trumped legal objections 
— but the principle of 
proportionality was observed. Bullets 
were not sprayed randomly; family 
members were kept out of the fray 
where possible. And the safety of the 
agent was paramount. No one 
wanted to see a Mossad officer 
swinging from a crane in the centre 
of Tehran.

But the most care in the past has 
been taken when Israeli agencies 
collaborate with the CIA. The 
Americans are forbidden from 
executing someone with whom the 
US is not at war. In 2007, Israel was 
determined to bump off Imad 
Mughniyeh, Hezbollah chief of staff, 
but needed American help in tracing 
his movements in and around his 
Damascus lair. President George W 
Bush agreed so long as US 
involvement was kept secret, no one 
apart from Mughniyeh was to be 
killed, and Americans wouldn’t take 
part in the actual hit. There then 
followed an elaborate inter-agency 
dance, with the head of Mossad 
blocking the operation 32 times in 
the space of six weeks because of the 
risk of killing others and of 
breaching his agreement with the 
US. In February 2008 Mughniyeh 

I
f you want to kill a snake, runs
the Arab proverb, you cut off its
head. Targeted assassinations 
seek to do just that and have 
become not only part of the 

Hollywood thriller repertoire but 
also a staple of shadow wars in the 
real world. Now the revolution in 
military technology — artificial 
intelligence, sophisticated tracking
of potential victims, remotely 
controlled precision weapons — 
has changed the terms of the hit job. 
It is becoming an easy and
all-too-tempting option. Military 
commanders, intelligence chiefs and 
politicians should be getting around 
a table with ethicists and lawyers to 
discuss the limits of assassination in 
the new age. They’re not.

The Babylonian Talmud advises: 
“If someone comes to kill you, rise 
up and kill him first.” That might 
have been the logic of placing a 
satellite-operated machine gun on a 
pick-up truck on a road in Tehran 
late last month. When the car of 
Brigadier-general Mohsen 
Fakhrizadeh, known as the father of 
the Iranian nuclear programme, 
passed close to the truck, the gun 
was remotely triggered. The nuclear 
scientist was killed. Fakhrizadeh’s 
wife, sitting in the same car, was not. 
This, say the Iranian investigators, 

demonstrates that facial recognition 
data had been fed into the 
assassination algorithm. Her face did 
not fit, so she survived.

The Israelis were immediately 
blamed by Iran but haven’t 
commented publicly. It could be that 
Tehran is spinning a yarn around the 
killing. If it had been the work of 
foreign assassins on the spot — 
Mossad’s hit unit, Kidon, for example 
— that would have represented a 
colossal failure for Iranian counter-
intelligence. After a dozen or more 
killings of nuclear scientists in Iran, 
often by assassins on motorbikes 
who stick a limpet mine on the back 
of the target’s car, physicists on 
sensitive projects are given teams of 
bodyguards. Better by far for Tehran 
to pin it on Israel’s devious 
technological edge and its 
collaboration with the Trump 
administration than deal with a 

purge of incompetents and possible 
moles within the Iranian interior 
ministry.

The Iranian version, though, is 
plausible. Armies already have 
automatic firing mechanisms; it’s not 
difficult to write codes that shoot 
guns. Whatever the facts of the 
operation, high-tech war is changing 
the assassin’s art. Ronen Bergman, 
perhaps the best of Mossad’s 
chroniclers, recalls a meeting at the 
agency’s headquarters at the 
beginning of the covert campaign to 

A country can kill the 
snake because it can, 
not because of a threat

Lockdown mania is 
destroying jobs and 
must be rethought 
Rocco Forte

I’m not saying Matt H will suffer 
any such misfortune. The vaccine 
itself is safe. But something will go 
wrong. He’ll probably faint.

Come and have a go

This weekend I drove away the
freezing, grey, foggy lockdown
blues by jousting with my 

critics in the online section for 
readers’ posts beneath my Saturday 
column. Hours of fun, honestly! My 
column was about Brexit, and along 
with Nazis, cats and the royal family, 
you only have to mention Brexit and 
thousands (in this case 3,000) 
contributors pile in. 

Pile on, to be more precise: gosh, 
the things I’m called by Brexiters! I 
love it, and love giving as good as I 
get. My partner tries to take away my
smartphone, and says nothing is 
achieved by scrapping with people — 
but I know that. Nothing is achieved 
in a boxing match, but fighting is fun. 
I’ve come to understand that both 
my father, who had a deep and 
lifelong belief in the power of reason, 
and my mother, who believed that all 
you need is love, were both wrong. 
People don’t always want arguments 
to be ended or divisions reconciled. 
We actually like conflict. 

So far I’ve only had my own 
replies removed by the moderators 
once. I mean, really, what’s wrong 
with calling someone a 
sanctimonious prig? 

h

Roger 
Boyes

@rogerboyes
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Generation Covid need our help next year
We’ve rightly focused on the old and vulnerable in 2020 but can’t afford to ignore the plight of the under-30s any longer

Buy prints or signed copies of Times cartoons from our Print Gallery at timescartoons.co.uk or call 020 7711 7826

since the coronavirus pandemic 
began, according to research from 
the London School of Economics. 
Meanwhile, those aged 18 to 29 are 
more likely to have experienced 
higher levels of mental distress 
compared with other age groups, 
with 38 per cent now worrying they 
will “never succeed in life”. The jobs 
market is looking bleak and the 
young will find it harder to work in 
the European Union after Brexit.

The government talks a great deal
about infrastructure and 
housebuilding but it should be 
looking more urgently at ways to 
help Generation Covid, who are 
unlikely to own their own cars or 
homes without better job prospects 
and will be saddled with the debts 
the country is running up today. 
Ministers need to give more support 
to the creative industries and put 
more money into university research 
and apprenticeships.

The young will need help not only
to catch up on their education, but 
with mental health provision and 
expanding their aspirations again. 
They also need more than uncosted 
pledges from the prime minister 
about climate change and nature. 
Recovery shouldn’t just mean
re-opening the country, it should be 
a time to re-evaluate and reset what 
we do for the next decade and 
beyond. 

the young who have been cooped up 
and, for the most part, put up with 
massive restrictions on their freedom 
this year. It’s only right that, after 
focusing on the old and vulnerable in 
2020, we switch emphasis to the 
under-30s in the years ahead. They 
will need help making up for lost 
time in education and for lost job 
opportunities in the downturn. 

The nearly two million university
students have had a terrible year. 

Locked up on campuses and in 
colleges, their expectations have 
been downgraded, their lives stifled, 
their ambitions put on hold. Unlike 
many businesses and workers, they 
have been given no financial 
compensation for their losses but 
have continued to pay tuition fees 
despite often receiving remote and 
interrupted learning. Meanwhile 
teenagers have faced huge classroom 
and exam disruption, and often 
haven’t been able to see friends, play 
sport or participate in music.

Young workers are twice as likely
to have lost their jobs compared to 
older employees and just under six in 
ten have seen their earnings fall 

Students have been 
cooped up, lives stifled, 
ambitions put on hold

shows people remain optimistic 
about the future despite worries 
about another recession. The fact 
that Covid-19 vaccines are being 
administered within ten months of 
the pandemic — and that a vaccine 
for malaria could at last be on the 
brink — has given people greater 
faith in science and innovation while 
also wanting to protect the 
environment and develop their 
newly rekindled love of nature. The 
breakthrough discovery of how 
proteins, the building blocks of life, 
are formed is another reason why so 
many are optimistic, since it makes 
possible cures for many more 
diseases in future.

Meanwhile, people are determined
to get out again and mix. In the short 
term huge crowds returning to 
thoroughfares like Oxford Street 
might seem alarming but in the long 
term they give us cause for 
celebration. People appear likely to 
want to return not only to shops but 
to cinemas, theatres, museums and 
clubs. 

The elderly have shown us their 
spirit this week as they roll up their 
arms and joke about being jabbed. 
Vera Dobson, 88, the fourth person 
to receive the vaccine, said: “I’m just 
so lucky. Sometimes I get hopelessly 
lost but now I’ve been 
microchipped.” 

But we also owe something to all 

T
he oracle, Sir Simon
Stevens, chief executive of
the NHS, has spoken.
Launching the biggest
vaccination rollout in our

history yesterday, he said that Covid-
19 might now go the way of polio or 
smallpox. The “new normal” we’ve 
been adjusting to this year could 
soon be over but what will the “new 
new normal” look like? The past or 
something very different?

I recently interviewed Deborah 
James, the so-called “bowelbabe”. 
This extraordinary mother of two, 
who has been living with stage 4 
cancer for four years, said that 
lockdowns have felt very similar to 
coping with cancer. Nothing can be 
spontaneous and you always have to 
focus on the present. Plans are 
constantly being changed and diaries 
torn up. Events like Christmas 
become milestones of survival and 
small victories are celebrated. Family 
and friends are crucial, while 
everyone needs to be less selfish and 

more resourceful just when they are 
feeling most fragile. 

Now that the end of the pandemic
is in sight, what will the next ten 
years look like? Will we go back to 
the 1950s and feel despondent and 
grey, living in a country that’s lost its 
nerve, is socially backward looking, 
small minded and cautious, or will it 
be more like the roaring 1920s where 
the grief and pain of war and the 
Spanish flu became a catalyst for 
new inventions and change?

In France, the decade became 
known as Les Années Folles, because 
of the extraordinary energy released, 
with Coco Chanel transforming 
fashion and Art Deco flourishing. In 
America it was the Jazz Age; in 

Germany the Golden Age. In Britain, 
as well as a revolution in social 
attitudes and great literature, it was 
also a time when the campaign to 
protect rural England took off, 
supported by The Times, which 
warned against sacrificing “a rich 
inheritance of natural beauty” to 
progress.

The omens for the Twenties of the
21st century are good. Recent polling 

Everyone needs to be 
less selfish just when 
they are most fragile

Alice 
Thomson

@alicettimes
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The level playing field in the EU 
single market looks the most difficult 
issue to resolve. Direct subsidies to 
industry are one thing: as World 
Trade Organisation rules accept, 
these can be countered by import 
duties when no other solution is 
found. Different environmental and 
labour standards are a separate issue, 
since their impact on industrial 
competitiveness is hard to assess. 
Here the answer may be an 
independent arbitration body with 
both UK and EU membership. No 
solution will provide all the 
assurances which each side wants, but 
the risks are far less than the damage 
that no-deal would cause to the 
economies of both.
Christopher Roberts 
UK director-general for trade policy, 
1987-97; Woldingham, Surrey

Sir, Ministers have repeatedly 
emphasised the advantages of the UK 
setting an independent trade policy. 
Yet under the government’s plans 
MPs and peers will not be given a 
guaranteed vote to approve or reject a 
new trade deal, even if it falls short on 
vital issues such as protecting public 
health or food standards. With the US 
Senate able to veto trade deals, and 
the European parliament given a vote, 
Britain is in danger of lagging behind 

Stranded seafarers
Sir, The Covid-19 pandemic has had a 
devastating effect on the world’s 
seafarers. As countries have closed 
their borders, seafarers have been left 
stranded on their ships, not able to 
travel through countries to get home. 
Many seafarers have had to agree 
extensions to their contracts because 
their relief colleagues have been 
locked down at home, unable to travel 
to join their ships. This has meant 

Viennese role 
Sir, Vienna is indeed a city filled with 
the intellectual and cultured (letters, 
Dec 8). On my last visit I observed 
that the underground trains had 
books provided for the enjoyment of 
passengers, hooked on to the carriage 
wall between facing seats.
Stephen Knight
Barnet, Herts

on transparency and accountability. 
For this reason we, alongside a 
cross-party group of peers, made an 
amendment to the Trade Bill this 
week that would make the 
government clarify its trading 
ambitions and give parliamentarians 
the option to reject a future deal. If 
ministers want to set an example for 
others to follow on trade, we urge 
them to support and retain these fair 
and reasonable measures.
Lord Purvis (Lib Dem); Earl of 
Caithness (Con); Lord Haskel (Lab); 
Lord Freyberg (Crossbench)

Sir, Rachel Sylvester (Comment, Dec 
8) has written a brilliant critique of 
the contradictions of Brexit but she 
plays down the key emphasis put on 
sovereignty by Tory ministers. 
One-eyed sovereignty has been the 
cause of numerous wars, notably the 
two world wars, and should not be 
seen as a good thing. Instead, as we 
face up to issues such as climate 
change and worldwide pollution, we 
need international co-operation, not 
small nation states doing their own 
thing. Britain looks like a small fish in 
a small pond when it could be 
swimming with the shoal of the EU 
and UN in global waters.
Andrew Gilg
Exeter

The old bamboo
Sir, I agree with Christopher Pearman 
(letter, Dec 7, and Notebook, Dec 4), 
that using weak glyphosate can kill 
bamboo because the plant takes it 
down to its roots (painting it on the 
leaves does the same thing) but a 
greener option is to use distilled white 
vinegar. And on the theme of 
unwanted garden pests, may I share 
that peppermint essence wards off 
rats — it’s brilliant stuff.
Lesley Russell
Kingston upon Thames

Town v country 
Sir, Rachel Johnson should put away 
her grief at the loss of her townie 
husband to the country (Times2, Dec 
7). No yokel would waste good money 
paying a man with a rotavator to clear 
land for an orchard. He would have 
brought in pigs to clear and grub up 
the ground, to clean out the roots 
while fertilising the soil, and then 
either slaughter the pigs for the 
kitchen or sell them on at a profit.
Robert Davidson
Edgware, Middx

Corrections and 
clarifications

The Times takes
complaints
about editorial

content seriously. We are committed to 
abiding by the Independent Press 
Standards Organisation (“IPSO”) rules 
and regulations and the Editors’ Code of 
Practice that IPSO enforces. 
Requests for corrections or 
clarifications should be sent by email to 
feedback@thetimes.co.uk or by post to 
Feedback, The Times, 1 London Bridge 
Street, London SE1 9GF

Gambling reform 
Sir, We welcome the launch of the 
government’s review into the 2005 
Gambling Act as an opportunity to 
implement the key proposals in the 
House of Lords report Gambling 
Harm: Time for Action (News, Dec 7, 
and “High Stakes”, leading article, 
Dec 8). We believe that there is a 
moral duty to reform the sector and 
reduce the pervasive harm that arises 
from gambling. With the majority of 
reforms requiring no primary 
legislation we are concerned that the 
review will delay the urgent action 
that is required. Britain has nearly 
half a million problem gamblers, with 
61,000 of these being children, an 
increase from last year’s 55,000. 
Those reforms that can be 
implemented now should be, if we are 
to prevent any further harm.
The Right Rev Alan Smith, Bishop of 
St Albans; Lord Singh of Wimbledon, 
Inter-Faith Network UK; Lord 
Dholakia, vice-chairman, all-party 
parliamentary group for British 
Hindus; Baroness Neuberger, rabbi 
emerita, West London Synagogue; 
Lord Curry of Kirkharle, vice-
chairman, all-party parliamentary 
group for Christians in Parliament; 
Lord Balfe, all-party parliamentary 
group on the Holy See;
Plus a further eight signatories at 
thetimes.co.uk/letters

Brexit trade deal and the level playing field 
Sir, Fair competition clauses are a 
central part of modern free trade 
agreements. Yet your account of how 
UK-EU talks broke down over this 
so-called level playing field (“How an 
‘ambush’ brewed in Brussels derailed 
Brexit talks”, Dec 8) focuses only on 
EU requirements and apparent UK 
resistance. This seems shortsighted.

Britain should benefit from fair 
competition. The prime minister 
wants us to lead in areas such as 
tackling climate change and banning 
live animal exports. Such policies 
could be undermined if key trading 
partners do not follow.

There is no suggestion of Britain 
dynamically following the letter of 
EU law. Rather the focus has been 
shared minimum standards, and how 
these may be enhanced. Based on 
typical free trade agreement practice, 
penalty tariffs would be a last resort if 
disagreements persisted. We should 
therefore welcome such level playing 
field clauses, rather than see them 
block an economically beneficial deal.
David Henig
UK director, European Centre for 
International Political Economy

Sir, As your leading article (Dec 7) 
recognised, pragmatic compromises 
can and should be reached in the 
endgame of the Brexit trade talks. 

Sir, As you report (News, Dec 5, 7 & 8), 
an English master, Will Knowland, was 
dismissed from Eton College for 
refusing to remove an online lecture, 
and the school’s board is determining 
whether to uphold that ruling. As Old 
Etonians who value free speech and 
gender equality, we regard the lecture 
as intellectually feeble and 
misogynistic, not a critically 
balanced argument. It is riddled with 
fallacies, myths and gender 
mischaracterisations, such as: men are 
women’s natural protectors by right; 
feminism is pro-paedophilia and incest; 
and women “would likely revert to a 
primitive life based on horticulture” 
without men. It also plays down 
women’s issues, such as rape, infertility, 
miscarriage and stillbirth, to argue that 
men suffer more.

Mr Knowland’s unsubstantiated 
arguments do not amount to a brave 
exercise in free speech, they represent 
his failure as an educator. Reinstating 
him would be a victory for outdated 

that six-month contracts have 
become 12 months, and even 18 
months in some cases. This has left 
an estimated 400,000 seafarers 
stranded across the globe, continuing 
to work but unable to be relieved. 

The United Nations must exert all
the pressure it can on governments 
around the world to act before the 
pandemic becomes an international 
trade and maritime safety crisis. All 
seafarers must be designated as key 
workers, to allow for essential crew 
changes to take place.
Nusrat Ghani, MP, former shipping 
minister; Mark Dickinson, general 
secretary, Nautilus International

Old Etonians offer 
support for sacking

values and a defeat of the school’s 
open culture of lively, critical debate. 
We urge Eton to uphold its decision.
OGA Randall; TWH Oliver; 
JS Sahotay; Quintin Beer; LAD 
Booth-Clibborn; JC Boscawen; 
Marcus Chevenix-Trench; Dr 
AST Collins; Harry Eagles; PT Hart; 
ES Hintze; Oli Koo; Josh Laird; 
MYC Leung; Hamish McLaren; 
Jasper Millward-Sdougos; Tom 
Norrington; Henry Oliver; T O’Neill; 
Charlie Redwood; Charlie Scott; 
Tom Shaw; Jacob Studholme; 
Rawleigh Tucker; Casper 
Horton-Kitchlew; Felix Dealtry

Fumble fingers 
Sir, As each year passes my wife and I 
find that our handwriting deteriorates 
alarmingly. We put this is down to use 
of the keyboard for almost 
everything, rather than approaching 
old age. Perhaps we shall reluctantly 
succumb to sending e-cards.
James Whittaker
Capel, Surrey

from the times december 9, 1920

REBUFF FOR 
WOMEN AT 

CAMBRIDGE

Freedom of choice 
Sir, Those of us who choose single-sex 
schools do so because we believe that 
both women and men thrive doing 
things separately, as much as they do 
by doing things together (Thunderer, 
Dec 7, and letter, Dec 8). It does not 
imply a disregard for equality. We still 
expect those institutions to inculcate 
in their pupils a firm belief in equality 
and mutual respect for all, and 
produce eminently suitable citizens 
for a 21st-century world. 
Andrew Wauchope
London SE11

thetimes.co.uk/archive

Cutting remark 
Sir, Carol Midgley’s piece on her love 
of Coronation Street (Times2, Dec 7) 
reminded me of my favourite line from 
the show. Jack Duckworth arrived for 
work in the Rovers Return wearing his 
smartest clothes. Bet Lynch, the 
landlady, looked him up and down and 
said: “I’ve seen wounds better dressed.”

It’s a line that has remained with 
me ever since, although I have never 
had the courage to say it to anyone.
Jennifer Sims
London SE9

Debt of honour
Sir, My father, Lancelot Hare, lost a 
leg at Fricourt on the Somme and 
until his death in 1957 had to cope 
with the heavy wooden and leather 
leg controlled by strapping across the 
shoulders, which is well described in 
your Archive piece from 1920 (“The 
Debt of Honour”, Dec 7). He had been
a great sportsman, playing rugby for 
Ceylon (Sri Lanka) before the Great 
War. Indeed, he climbed Adam’s Peak 
in Ceylon in the 1930s with his heavy 
metal and wood leg — no mean 
achievement — and won two golf 
tournaments in the 1950s wearing 
“woodney”, as we children called it. 
Until his dying day he adamantly 
refused to use a wheelchair. What 
would he have achieved if he had 
been given a duralumin leg?
John Hare
Benenden, Kent

Letters to The Times must be exclusive 
and may be edited. 

The proposals for the admission of 
women students to full membership 
of Cambridge University were today 
rejected by the Senate. The voting 
was as follows: Non-placet; 904. 
Placet; 712. Majority against; 192. The 
vote took place on “Grace A”, which 
was not only to give women degrees 
but also to make them members of 
the Senate with practically all the 
privileges of men. 

Cambridge was full of rumours 
and speculations. A while ago it 
seemed likely that the women’s party 
would win, but in the last fortnight 
the pendulum had swung back. The 

day of voting had wisely been fixed 
out of term time, so that there would 
be few undergraduates about and no 
repetition of the famous “rag” of 
1897. Graduate Cambridge was early 
astir, despite a raw and foggy 
morning and the streets around the 
Senate House were alive with MA 
gowns. The voters at this time were 
chiefly residents, though a number 
of non-residents had stayed the 
night, some at Newnham. At the end 
of the first hour the placets claimed 
a majority of three. On the other 
hand, a gatekeeper in gold buttons 
declared that the non-placets were 
leading, and he chivalrously added, 
“I’m sorry to say, Miss, I am glad of 
it.” From 11.30 to 1 was the next spell, 
and now the external voters were 
pouring in. Both sides were fetching 
them from the station, and contrary 
to the laws of civilized warfare one 
combatant arrived in a Red Cross 
ambulance. Both sides had gowns 
ready to lend. Some of the costumes 

were scarcely academic. There was 
one clergyman in a soft black hat, an 
MA gown, black puttees, and yellow 
boots. Another had grey-stockinged 
legs peeping from under his black 
greatcoat, and a third, who might 
have been the Rev Bute Crawley 
come up for a jolly day from 
Crawley-cum-Snaillry, wore a very 
rustic pair of leather gaiters. Slowly 
but perceptibly the tide was setting 
in favour of the non-placets. The 
Doctors were said to be strongly 
non-placet, but the clerical vote was 
split. For many of the clergymen, of 
the old true-blue school, a glance at 
their faces was enough. But a good 
many, led into action by a Bishop, 
voted Placet. There were some 
distinguished politicians who came 
to vote Placet, but even a Solicitor-
General is numerically no greater 
than the most rural of Deans. 

Digital Bard 
Sir, It goes against the grain to say 
this but, as an English teacher of 
many years, I have to point out that if 
students have tablets they can 
download Othello (letter, Oct 8, and 
report, Dec 7), and many other texts 
of the traditional literary canon, 
without charge.
Jane Whiter
Old Basing, Hants

Frying tonight 
Sir, Those (letters, Dec 6 & 8) who 
have not stapled a slice of bacon into 
a circle and cooked it, hung round an 
inverted incandescent lightbulb, have 
not lived fully. The drip tray is a 
strategically placed slice of toast. 
Dr Robert Bruce-Chwatt
Richmond, Surrey 
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everyone at risk next year. It is striking that even
as the first jabs were being given in Britain, the
Trump administration was under fire for failing
to secure a larger supply of the BioNTech/Pfizer
vaccine. 

Britain would not be in such a fortunate position
were it not for the expertise of the country’s
medical regulators. It was their swift evaluation of
the data from the trials that enabled them to be
first to grant approval without cutting regulatory
corners. Since approval was given, an army of
experts in logistics and security has been mobilised
to distribute a vaccine that needs to be stored at
-70C to 50 hospitals around the country. Credit
is also due to Matt Hancock. Having borne the
brunt of the criticism for the government’s handling
of the crisis with considerable stoicism, few will
begrudge the health secretary his emotional
reaction yesterday. 

Of course this is only the start of what will be a
daunting challenge for the NHS as it attempts to
administer the 40 million doses of the Pfizer
vaccine on order to 20 million people. Given the
difficulties of storing the vaccine, it will for now be
administered only in hospitals to residents and
staff of care homes and people in their 80s who
had existing appointments for other procedures.

The plan is that starting next week, doses will
be delivered to GP surgeries, who will need to
administer about 300 jabs a day to ensure that all
975 doses in each batch are used within the allotted
three and a half days. The opening of mass
vaccination centres in gymnasiums and conference
venues, with jabs administered by retired GPs,
student doctors, physiotherapists and dentists, is
likely to have to wait until the AstraZeneca and
Oxford vaccine, which poses fewer logistical
challenges, becomes available. 

Even if all goes according to plan, it will
inevitably be many months before enough people
have received the necessary two jabs each to
enable life to return to some degree of normality.
In the meantime, the country will have to continue
to endure restrictions to prevent the NHS being
overwhelmed. Indeed some areas, including
London, may be faced with even tighter
restrictions when the present tiers are reviewed
next week. Nonetheless everyone can take heart
from Ms Bingham’s optimism yesterday that while
the virus won’t have disappeared, “we will all be
going on summer holidays” in 2021. In the middle
of a bleak mid-winter, as the country prepares for
a locked-down, socially distanced Christmas, that
is good news indeed.

The contrast between Mr Zuckerberg’s nervous-
ness in front of US legislators and his arrogant
condescension towards a British minister could not
have been more striking. Facebook’s UK operation
took £1.6 billion in revenue in 2018, yet it paid only
£28 million in corporation tax and employs no more
than 4,000 people. It should be British politicians
who deliver veiled threats to him, rather than the
other way around. Threats of withdrawing jobs
or investment appear to be something of a habit
for Mr Zuckerberg’s company. In September,
after a critical ruling from the European Union,
Facebook mooted leaving the EU altogether. 

Across the world, tech giants act in the
knowledge that few countries have the power, will
or expertise to hold them to account. The govern-
ment of Recep Tayyip Erdogan in Turkey is an
illiberal one, but it is hard not to feel uneasy at the
flat and repeated refusal of companies, including
Facebook, Twitter and Tiktok, to comply with a
new social media law that demands tech giants
establish a formal presence in the country. For the
second time, all were fined about £3 million this
week. None will have particularly noticed. 

In every field, from publishing to commu-
nications, these companies only under sufferance
accept responsibility for the consequences of their
existence. Yesterday it emerged that half of children
in Britain aged eight are using messaging apps
intended for those of 13 or older. Foremost among
them is Whatsapp, owned by Facebook, and the
company has done little more than shrug.

Much of this is unsustainable. Numerous
countries either have or are planning taxes on
digital services, including this one. In the United
States political pressure has led several social
media companies, following the lead of Twitter, to
limit the spread of fake news, even when it is from
the White House. The US government is targeting
monopolies and the EU is looking to tighten its
rules on data security. In Britain yesterday the
Competition and Markets Authority outlined a
plan for codes of conduct for tech companies
aimed at curbing anti-competitive behaviour; it
would fine them up to 10 per cent of their global
turnover if they do not comply. Mr Zuckerberg is
running out of places from which to ignore the
governments of other places. Not before time. 

what this newspaper once dubbed the “athletic
dance form called breaking” to its programme for
Paris 2024 this week, much of the reaction was
mixed. Many were contemptuous, others bemused.
Then again, breakdancing, an art unapologetically
of the street, has always struck a special fear into
stuffy souls. When the Prince of Wales was invited
to join in by Australian teenagers in Sydney in
1985, his nervous reply spoke volumes: “I can’t. I’m
wearing a suit. And not in front of the media.”

Its moment in the spotlight is justified. Yes, the
addition of competitive breakdancing to the
Olympic programme may have come at the

expense of more conventional pursuits that have
long lobbied for inclusion, like cross-country
running and squash. But what feat of strength and
agility can match those honed by breakdancers on
streets and in studios the world over? 

There is more than a whiff of snobbery about
complaints to the contrary. The duty of the IOC is
to reflect the sporting world as it is, not to play
gatekeeper for a privileged few. Times change, and
it is right that the Olympics is changing with
them. If equestrian eventing and golf can have
their place, so too should breakdancing. As the
competitors might say: word.

V-Day
Britain is the first western country to embark on a mass vaccination 

programme and should be grateful to all those who have made it possible 

“If I can do it, you can,” said Margaret Keenan
after she became the first person in the West to
receive the new BioNTech/Pfizer Covid vaccine
outside a trial. And in the coming weeks hundreds
of thousands of other potentially vulnerable Britons
will have the chance to get it too. It’s a remarkable
moment in the global battle against the pandemic
and many feared that it would never come. For
much of the past year, Britain has been in the
spotlight for all the wrong reasons. Its bungled
early coronavirus response, high death rate and
struggles to establish a functioning test and trace
system have attracted attention. Now the eyes of
the world are on Britain for altogether more
positive reasons as other countries look to learn
lessons in how to carry out an unprecedented
mass vaccination programme. 

The UK can certainly be pleased to find itself in
such a position. Kate Bingham, the outgoing head
of the government’s vaccine task force, has come
in for criticism for the way she has handled her
responsibilities. Yet she took on the unpaid role
and in only six months her team screened more
than 240 candidate vaccines, placing orders for
seven. Of those, three have already passed clinical
trials and two are awaiting the green light from the
regulator. That should enable Britain to vaccinate

Running Out Of Friends
Tech companies, especially Facebook, are once again displaying their arrogance 

In early 2018 Mark Zuckerberg, the founder and
prime overlord of the social media giant Facebook,
was invited for the third time to appear before MPs
on parliament’s culture, media and sport select
committee. For the third time, he refused. He was,
however, prepared to speak to the United States
congress, in a dry-mouthed, nervous appearance
a month later. Matt Hancock, then the culture
secretary, declared afterwards that “social media
companies are not above the law and will not
be allowed to shirk their responsibilities to our
citizens”. 

Yesterday, after a freedom of information battle,
it was finally learned what had transpired when
the two men, Mr Zuckerberg and Mr Hancock, met
that May at a conference in Paris. Mr Zuckerberg
 joked about putting Britain on the list of countries
that he felt unsafe to visit. “MZ said the UK is the
obvious territory in Europe for them to invest in,
but they are now considering looking elsewhere,”
the minutes read. Feeling this country to be “anti-
tech”, Facebook had also required reassurance of a
positive meeting before agreeing that there could
be one. Mr Hancock was keen to reassure him. 

Hey, You, The IOC Steady Crew
Breakdancing is a worthy addition to 2024’s Olympics 

In December 1983 The Times reported on an
import from New York’s “ghetto subculture”
drawing crowds in Covent Garden. “There is one
group in particular that steals the attention of
wandering shoppers . . . moving to the sound of a
disc jockey chanting over the thudding rhythm,
performing an angular robotic dance that speeds
up to acrobatic feats of bending and twisting,
climaxing in a breathtaking display of headspins.”

Although they could not have known it then,
those breakdancing buskers were no urban
curiosity but Olympians in training. When the
International Olympic Committee (IOC) added

UK: The MOBO Awards, the UK’s biggest 
celebration of black music and culture, will 
be livestreamed on YouTube from 7pm and 
broadcast on BBC One at 10.45pm.

Shortly after sunset,
the wrens creep
silently into their
communal roosts.
Though territorial
during the day, at
twilight wrens cast

aside aggression and come together. Being 
so small, they can only survive cold winter 
nights by gathering in tight, heat-preserving 
balls. Their roosting sites are any sheltered 
cavity: nesting boxes, clumps of ivy, sheds, 
lofts, bespoke wicker pouches and even old 
house martin nests. Anecdotal reports 
record 100 wrens roosting in one feathery 
ball, under eaves; though the official record 
is the 63 individuals that squeezed together 
in a Norfolk nestbox in 1969. Most wrens 
roost in groups of six to nine. Just before 
sunrise, they will go their separate ways. 
jonathan tulloch

In 1783 the first public executions took place 
outside the walls of Newgate Prison, in the 
City of London, drawing large audiences. 

Joan Armatrading,
pictured, singer-
songwriter, Love and
Affection (1976), and
trustee, The Prince’s
Trust Council, 70;
Edward Argar,
Conservative MP for

Charnwood, health minister, 43; Joshua Bell, 
violinist and music director, Academy of St 
Martin in the Fields, 53; Beau Bridges, actor, 
The Fabulous Baker Boys (1989), 79; Susan 
Bullock, soprano, 62; Lord (David) Currie of 
Marylebone, chairman, Advertising 
Standards Authority, 74; Dame Judi Dench, 
actress, Shakespeare in Love (1998, Oscar), 
86; Jakob Dylan, singer-songwriter, the 
Wallflowers, son of Bob Dylan, 51; Sonia 
Gandhi, president, Indian National 
Congress party, 74; David Harsent, poet, Fire 
Songs (2014, TS Eliot Prize for best poetry 
collection), 78; Imogen Heap, singer-
songwriter, Tiny Human (2015), 43; Felicity 
Huffman, actress, Desperate Housewives 
(2004-12), 58; Sir Peter Jackson, lord justice 
of appeal, 65; Sandy Jones, chief executive, 
Professional Golfers’ Association (1991-2017, 
now president), 74; Jean-Claude Juncker, 
president, European Commission (2014-19), 
66; Sally Light, chief executive, Motor 
Neurone Disease Association, 61; Lesley 
Longstone, chief executive and registrar, 
General Optical Council, 56; Caroline 
Lucas, Green Party MP for Brighton 
Pavilion, 60; John Malkovich, actor and film 
producer, Dangerous Liaisons (1988), 67; 
Russell Norman, restaurateur, co-founder of 
Polpo, food writer and broadcaster, 55; 
Donny Osmond, singer, Puppy Love (1972), 
63; Elsie Owusu, architect, founder (1989) 
and principal, Elsie Owusu Architects, 67; 
Keri-anne Payne, swimmer, Olympic silver 
medallist (2008), 33; Sir Ernest Ryder, 
master, Pembroke College, Oxford, 63; 
Emma Sergeant, artist and portrait painter, 
61; Lord (Jonathan) Sumption, justice of the 
UK Supreme Court (2012-18), writer, Trials 
of the State: Law and the Decline of Politics 
(2019), 72; Joanna Trollope, novelist, City of 
Friends (2017), 77.

“The song is the centre; the song is the key. If 
you don’t have a good song you don’t have 
anything.” Carole King, singer-songwriter, 
interview in the Birmingham Post (2001)

Nature notes

Birthdays today

On this day

The last word

Daily Universal Register
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Joe Biden faced bafflement and frustra-
tion from his fellow Democrats yester-
day after he selected a retired four-star
general to be his defence chief, ignoring
the tradition of civilian control over the
American military. 

The president-elect’s choice of Lloyd
Austin, 67, a former commander of
American forces in Iraq, followed criti-
cism that he had selected only one
black cabinet member so far. General
Austin, if confirmed, would be the first
African-American defence secretary. 

When news of the selection leaked
Mr Biden was instantly embroiled in a
fresh row over whether generals should
lead America’s 1.3 million active-duty
troops and the sprawling institutions
underpinning them. 

General Austin was chosen over Mi-
chèle Flournoy, 59, who had been wide-
ly considered the frontrunner after
holding several senior civilian positions
at the Pentagon, including head of de-
fence policy, the third-most-senior job.
She had the vocal backing of much of
the Democratic Party’s national secur-
ity establishment, and would have been
the first female defence secretary. 

General Austin, by contrast, has a low
profile and no known political allegian-
ces. During his 41-year military career
he rose to lead US Central Command,
the first black officer to do so, making
him responsible for most of the places
where US troops were at war, including
Iraq, Afghanistan, Syria and Yemen. He
oversaw the drawdown of US troops in
Iraq as the combat phase was replaced
by a train-and-assist programme before
retiring in 2016. 

It is unusual for a former general to
be installed as defence secretary. Under
American law, General Austin must
seek a waiver from Congress because
he has not been out of active duty for
the required seven-year waiting period.

James Mattis, President Trump’s first
defence secretary, also a retired four-
star general (Marine Corps), was one of
only two defence secretaries since the
role was created to have required such
a waiver. His was granted, despite con-
gressional concerns, because so many
legislators in both parties were relieved
that Mr Trump had not made a more
eccentric appointment. 

Yet in approving Mr Mattis’s waiver,
some high-ranking Democrats vowed
not to do so again. Jack Reed, a senator
for Rhode Island and the leading Dem-
ocrat on the chamber’s armed services
committee, said in 2017 that approving
the choice of Mr Mattis had set a “dan-
gerous” precedent. 

“Waiving the law should happen no
more than once in a generation,” he
said. “Therefore I will not support a
waiver for future nominees. It is up to
this committee to ensure that the prin-
ciple of civilian control of the armed
forces . . . remains a defining tenet of our

Lloyd Austin will be America’s first 
black defence secretary if approved 

United States
Henry Zeffman Washington 
Michael Evans

Drones sent up 
from depths
Michael Evans

The US navy is ready to select a 
new type of drone that can be 
launched from a submerged 
submarine to act as a “flying 
periscope”.

The latest development in drone
warfare systems will provide 
submarine commanders with a 
longer-range view of hostile 
warships beyond the horizon.

The US Naval Sea Systems 
Command has asked the defence 
industry for a drone that can be 
launched through a tube and be 
operational for at least an hour. 

With a potential naval conflict 
with China in the Pacific high on 
the Pentagon’s list of threats, navy 
chiefs are demanding weapons 
and strategies that will give them 
an edge over vast distances.

This has become a top priority 
because of the dramatic increase 
in the number of warships China is
able to deploy; already about 335, 
and estimated to rise to 420 by 
2035. The US has 293 warships.

“A submarine-deployed 
unmanned aircraft as a flying 
periscope would dramatically 
extend our submarines’ sensor 
range,” Rear Admiral Blake 
Converse, commander of the US 
navy’s Pacific fleet submarine 
forces, said last month.

The drone would emerge 
through tubes already used for 
defensive flares. “It floats to the 
surface and it deploys from there,” 
Bryan Clark, a retired submarine 
officer, told Defense News 
magazine. The old-style periscopes 
had a limited range, depending on 
the position of the boat. The 
horizon is about three miles.

democracy.” There were signs of troub-
le too in the House of Representatives,
which must also approve the waiver. 

Elissa Slotkin, a rising-star Demo-
cratic congresswoman from Michigan
who previously worked for the CIA and
at the defence department, said she had
“deep respect” for General Austin but
added: “Choosing another recently re-
tired general to serve in a role designed
for a civilian just feels off. The job of sec-
retary of defence is purpose-built to en-
sure civilian oversight of the military.
And after the last four years, civil-
military relations at the Pentagon
definitely need to be rebalanced. Gen-
eral Austin has had an incredible
career, but I’ll need to understand what
he and the Biden administration plan to
do to address these concerns before I
can vote for his waiver.”

Last night Mr Biden said he had
“spent countless hours” with General
Austin “in the field and in the White
House”, where he had “sought his ad-
vice, seen his command, and admired
his calm and his character”.

In an acknowledgement of the con-
troversy surrounding his selection, Mr
Biden, writing in The Atlantic magazine,
added: “I respect and believe in the im-
portance of civilian control of our mili-
tary and in the importance of a strong
civil-military working relationship at
DoD — as does Austin. We need em-
powered civilians working with mili-
tary leaders to shape DoD’s policies and
ensure that our defence policies are ac-
countable to the American people. Aus-
tin also knows that the secretary of de-
fence has a different set of responsibili-
ties than a general officer and that the
civil-military dynamic has been under
great stress these past four years.”

Although General Austin has a long
acquaintance with Mr Biden, from his
time as vice-president, and a reputation
as a sound commander within Con-
gress, he will face overwhelming chal-
lenges as defence secretary, not least of
which is the fact that both he and the
chairman of the joint chiefs of staff,
General Mark Milley, are four-star
army generals, which could lead to
friction with the other services.

A former senior Pentagon official
told The Times that General Austin
would please those Democrats who
have complained about a lack of diver-
sity in the prospective cabinet, but that
he was viewed in the Pentagon as a war-
rior who did not necessarily know his
way around the Washington establish-
ment, which would require careful bal-
ancing of the defence department’s in-
terests with the often rival demands of
the White House and state department.
6The US Supreme Court last night
handed a defeat to Republicans seeking
to throw out up to 2.5 million mail-in
ballots in Pennsylvania as they try to re-
verse Mr Biden’s election victory. Penn-
sylvania was one of the pivotal states in
the November 3 election. Mr Trump
pinned his hopes on the Supreme Court
annulling the result.

Biden goes to war 
with his own party 
over defence chief

Black ballet dancer is       

Germany’s most prestigious ballet
company has promised to reform after
its first and only black dancer said she
had been subjected to racist
discrimination and asked to whiten her
skin for a role.

Chloé Lopes Gomes, a French balle-
rina with family roots in Algeria and
Cape Verde, claims an instructor at the
Berlin state ballet ordered her to apply
whitening powder for a performance of
Swan Lake and told her she had been
hired only because she was black.

She also alleges that she was mocked
by a ballet mistress for the contrast
between her white veil and dark skin
during rehearsals for La Bayadère, a
19th-century ballet by the Austrian
composer Ludwig Minkus. 

She has engaged a lawyer in a battle
to keep her job. Her contract is due to

expire next summer. Another member
of staff at the ballet company has been
accused of making “strange noises” in
front of Asian dancers, in an apparent
pastiche of a foreign language, and of
likening a Mexican ballerina to
Pocahontas.

Yesterday the company issued a
statement that stopped short of an apo-
logy but announced an investigation to
root out “outdated and discriminatory
styles of performance”.

More than a million people of Afri-
can descent live in Germany but the
country has struggled to come to terms
with its colonial history and contempo-
rary complaints of institutional racism
against black people.

The groundswell of frustration that
accompanied the Black Lives Matter
movement in the US and the UK has
yet to gather the same momentum, and
public controversies like the dispute
around Lopes Gomes are still relatively

Germany
Oliver Moody Berlin

Can we go now? His grandfather, the Olympic wrestling champion Dan Gable, may 
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The changing summit

Chinese team gave it as 8,848.13m in
1975, and a US expedition put it as high
as 8,850m in 1999. China then claimed
it had slumped to 8,844m in 2005. 

While the debate has raged, the
mountain itself has continued to move,
however minutely, as seismic activity
continues to shape the Himalayas.
After the large earthquake which
struck Nepal in 2015, killing several
thousand people — including 22 climb-
ers at Everest base camp — there were
claims that the mountain had shrunk.

The principle concern now, in Nepal
particularly, is to reopen Everest and
the surrounding peaks in time for the
lucrative spring climbing season. The
pandemic has severed a vital lifeline of
the Nepalese economy, to which tour-
ism contributes more than £1.5 billion a
year and employs a million people.

The World at Five
Young Turks and big tech
spell trouble for Erdogan
In depth and online today at 5pm
thetimes.co.uk

Everest reaches new 
heights with an 
extra 86cm to climb 
Nepal
Hugh Tomlinson Delhi 
Dewan Rai Kathmandu 

One of the supreme challenges for
adventurers has become, on paper at
least, fractionally tougher: the official
height of Mount Everest has been
raised by 86 centimetres by Nepal and
China, settling a decades-old dispute.

Climbers hoping to reach the highest
point on Earth must now drag their
weary, oxygen-starved bodies to an
altitude of 8,848.86m when Everest
reopens next year. The mountain and
surrounding peaks have been almost
deserted since March because of the
coronavirus pandemic, devastating
local economies on both sides of the
border straddled by the mountain.

The new official height has been a
closely guarded secret since a Chinese
survey team became the only climbers
to scale the mountain in May this year.
Beijing declared that the team would
use the latest satellite and GPS techno-
logy to give a definitive measurement.

Under a mutual agreement with
Nepal, which conducted its own survey
last year, the two countries agreed to
announce the new height together
within two months of the Chinese team
completing its work. 

In a joint ceremony in Kathmandu
and Beijing yesterday, senior govern-
ment officials from the two countries
gave the new measurement. Pointedly,
the name of Everest itself was not
mentioned: in a nod to the nationalist
sentiments at play, officials referred
only to the mountain by its Nepalese
name, Sagarmatha, and the Tibetan
title, Chomolungma, which means
“mother goddess of the world”.

President Xi of China declared: “May
China-Nepal friendship last an eternity,
like the purest mountain, Chomolung-
ma-Sagarmatha.”

The new official height is marginally
higher than Nepal’s previous measure-
ment and about 4m higher than was re-
corded in the previous Chinese survey,

in 2005, which put it at 8,844.43m. That
prompted a drop in the number of
climbers from the Tibetan north face of
Everest because few mountaineers
wanted the lower altitude reflected on
their certificates. 

Named in honour of Sir George
Everest, a former surveyor-general of
India who never actually saw the
mountain, the first official height was
recorded in 1856 as 8,840m. Two years
after Sir Edmund Hillary and Tenzing
Norgay conquered Everest in 1953,
Indian surveyors raised it to 8,848m. A

Fireman woken by rooster 
was driven to ‘cockicide’

A French man has been given a five-
month suspended prison sentence for
killing his neighbour’s rooster, Marcel,
whose crowing stopped him sleeping. 

The man, a 47-year-old fire officer
named only as Gérard A by the French
media, was convicted of shooting Mar-
cel before finishing off the bird with an
iron bar in Vinzieux, a small village in
southern France, in June. 

In his fury at being kept awake he also
poured salty water on his neighbours’
vegetable patch, the criminal court in
Privas, the area’s main town, was told.

Gérard A admitted cruelty to
animals, transporting a firearm with-
out a legitimate reason and damaging
property after being seen on his neigh-

bour’s CCTV. He was fined €300 and
banned from possessing firearms for
three years. He said he had been “exas-
perated” and regretted his crime, which
has been dubbed “cockicide”. 

There has been anguished debate in
France over farmyard noises, which
often upset families moving from towns
in search of peace and quiet only to find
themselves surrounded by crowing,
braying and mooing.

Marcel was owned by Sébastien Ver-
ney, a teacher, who told the court that
his family was “profoundly shocked”.
“My seven-year-old daughter does not
dare to go out to play on the swing any
more. She is afraid of dying,” he said.

Mr Verney has created an associa-
tion, Laissez-Les Chanter (Let Them
Sing), to defend what he calls the “sen-
sorial heritage” of rural France.

France 
Adam Sage Paris

   forced to ‘white up’ for Swan Lake 
rare. One of the
national state
broadcasters was
widely derided over
the summer for
staging a discussion
about Black Lives
Matter with a panel
composed entirely of
white German men.

Lopes Gomes, 29,
joined the Berlin state
ballet in 2018. The com-
pany has long boasted on
its website of its ethnic
diversity, with 91 dancers
from 30 countries. Yet
Lopes Gomes says she was
singled out soon after joining

for bullying and
unrelenting criti-

cism by an unnamed
ballet mistress, who has
declined to respond to the
allegations.

“I thought if I trained
more, if I got better, she
would at some point ac-
knowledge that I deserved

this position,” Lopes Gomes
told Der Spiegel, a German
news magazine.

She also ran foul of
entrenched European ballet

traditions: for Swan Lake,
companies often apply white

make-up to the ballerinas in their
ensembles when they dance as the

swans but Lopes Gomes objected
that she could never be “as white as the

other dancers”.
Der Spiegel commented: “In the case

of a non-white ballerina, the practice

seems like the post-colonial equivalent
of racist blackface.” 

Lopes Gomes said she had taken her
complaint to Johannes Ohman, the
company’s artistic director at the time,
but he had done little more than pro-
pose a meeting with the ballet mistress
in question. Mr Ohman, who is now
based at the Dansens Hus ballet theatre
in Stockholm, said he had told all the in-
structors afterwards that there would
be no tolerance of racism.

Yesterday the Berlin state ballet
conceded it was “not immune” to the
structural racism that it said was wide-
spread in German society. “The epi-
sodes of racism and discrimination in
our house that have come to light in
recent days have deeply affected many
of us and shown that we have hard work
to do in order to deal properly with dis-
crimination of every form and ulti-
mately to set far-reaching changes in
motion,” it said.

have been getting an award from that big man with the funny hair but this young Oval Office visitor couldn’t wait to go home 

TOM BRENNER/REUTERS

Chloé Lopes 
Gomes says she 
was bullied by a 
ballet mistress
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Film withdrawn over 
‘racist’ pun backlash 
China The American film Monster 
Hunter was withdrawn from 
cinemas after a pun was deemed 
racist in a social media outcry. In 
the $60 million film the rapper 
MC Jin says to a character: “Look 
at my knees. What kind of knees 
are these? Chi-knees.” Some 
social media users said it alluded 
to racist playground rhymes. 
Paul Anderson, the director, said 
no racism was intended.

Pro-democracy leaders 
face royal law charges
Thailand Fourteen leaders of a 
pro-democracy youth movement 
were charged with breaching the 
country’s tough royal defamation 
laws after demanding reforms of 
the monarchy and government. 
One of those charged, Panupong 
Jadnok, said that the government 
led by Prayut Chan-o-cha, the 
prime minister, was using the law 
to “target people with different 
political stances”. (AFP) 

Teachers and pupils
in lightning bolt scare
Australia Two teachers and 13 
pupils aged 10-12 were taken to 
hospital after lightning struck a 
sportsfield on the Queensland 
coast. They were treated for 
numbness in the legs and “mild 
tingling”, with one teacher having 
chest pains. An ambulance 
official said there were no signs of 
injury but added: “It could have 
been very different . . . with burns 
and other injuries.” (AFP)

Farmers step up fight 
over agriculture laws
India Farmers across the country 
have gone on strike over new 
agriculture laws they say could 
devastate crop prices and reduce 
their incomes. Tens of thousands 
of farmers have already blocked 
key roads near Delhi for two 
weeks and protest leaders have 
threatened to intensify the action 
again if the laws are not repealed. 
Opposition party leaders have 
called the laws anti-farmer. (AP)

Capsule with asteroid 
samples lands on Earth
Japan Space agency officials have 
celebrated the return of a capsule 
containing soil samples from an 
asteroid 190 million miles away 
obtained by Japan’s Hayabusa-2 
craft in a six-year mission. The 
16kg capsule landed in Australia 
and arrived in Sagamihara, near 
Tokyo, yesterday. Its contents will 
be studied for insights into the 
origins of the solar system and 
life on Earth. (AP)

Ardern apologises for 
mosque attack failings
New Zealand Jacinda Ardern, the 
prime minister, has apologised 
after an inquiry into the 
Christchurch mosque massacre 
criticised security agencies for 
focusing on the threat of Islamist 
extremism rather than white 
supremacism. Brenton Tarrant, 
30, killed 51 Muslim worshippers 
in March last year. The report 
also criticised police for an 
inadequate firearm licensing 
system. “The commission made 
no findings that these issues 
would have stopped the attack 
but these were failings and for 
that I apologise,” Ms Ardern said. 
The report recommended the 
setting up of a new national 
security agency.

Japan is to pour millions into artificial
intelligence matchmaking services in
an effort to encourage marriage and
slow a disastrous decline in the coun-
try’s birthrate.

A total of ¥2 billion (£14.4 million)
will be given to local authorities for pro-
grammes that go beyond conventional
dating apps. 

Effectively, the artificial intelligence
will ignore the stated preferences of
users, on age and income level, for ex-
ample, and use “emotional quotient”
measurements to match people with

Japan invests in matchmaking AI to boost births
similar values and personalities. It is
one of a series of measures aimed at
overcoming a slow crisis in Japanese
society, caused by the reluctance of
young people to marry and have child-
ren. 

Japan is producing fewer babies than
in the 19th century, and the issue is
threatening the country’s economy,
industries and welfare system.

The latest figures show that the pop-
ulation decreased to 126 million last
year, a drop of 276,000 people.

Part of the problem is the falling
number of marriages, from 800,000 in
2000 to about 600,000 last year. The
government is trying to improve child-

care to make it easier for working
women to have families, and will make
it possible for couples struggling to
conceive to get fertility treatment on
public health insurance. It also believes
that some people do not marry because
they fail to meet the right person.

A number of Japan’s prefectural
governments already operate match-
making services, although most of
these are of the conventional type that
proposes a partner based on stated
preferences. Ten of them use AI match-
making, and report improved results,
although not to a dramatic extent.

Saitama prefecture spent ¥15 million
(£108,000) on the programme in 2018.

Three thousand people have paid the
¥16,000 (£115) fee. As well as the usual
queries about age, physical characteris-
tics, education and income, it asks 100
questions to measure emotional quo-
tient. Applications can be made on a
smartphone.

The prefecture asks users to affirm
that they are serious about marriage,
rather than casual relationships, and
that they live in Saitama. 

The local government reports that 21
of the 38 couples who married having
met via the system last year were con-
nected through a match proposed by AI.
The era of AI assassinations has arrived,
Roger Boyes, page 28 

volunteers provide training and 
monitor progress. The scheme should 
help with the membership drive at the 
reformed poachers group. Working 
the land and having animals of their 
own “will keep them too busy and 
well fed to poach”, Mr Katungi said. 
“We will bring other poachers to see 
what is being done for those who stay 
away from the park.”

To donate
Call 0151 284 2336, go to 
thetimes.co.uk/
christmasappeal 
or use the QR code below

Calls are charged at normal landline rate. 

Charges from other networks may vary. 

Donations will be administered by the Charities 

Trust on behalf of the chosen charities. 

Donations may be refunded only in exceptional 

circumstances. Ts&Cs apply

forest for generations until
the area was incorporated
into the national park. He
grew up helping his father
and grandfather track and

set traps, and had little time
for school. “I can’t even count,” he 
said.

When the park was designated in 
the early Nineties and forest families 
were relocated, the alternatives to 
poaching were limited.

Tusk seeks workable ways to 
reduce conflict between humans and 
animals, and is providing emergency 
funding to the reformed poachers 
association and struggling households 

living near Bwindi. The charity 
helped to organise the
Wildlife Ranger Challenge, a
virtual half-marathon in
which 50 teams from all over

Africa competed, with each
ranger carrying a 25kg 

backpack and equipment.
A local partner

organisation,
Conservation Through
Public Health, has
provided livestock and

seedlings to help Mr
Tibategeza and
others to establish
smallholdings. Its

Reformed poachers are given seeds to 
form a livelihood that does not involve 
hunting mountain gorillas — a skill 
Petero Tibategeza learnt early in life

Resisting the urge to hurl a spear at a 
passing bush pig or a buck is still a 
struggle for Petero Tibategeza. 
Hunting in Africa’s oldest rainforest 
was his life for half a century.

“My arm twitches when I see 
something running,” he said, jerking 
his stick in a mock throw. “It comes 
like breathing.”

Mr Tibategeza, 62, was finally
persuaded to surrender his traps 
and snares four years ago by a 
local group of reformed poachers 
in Nkuringo, on the edge of 
Uganda’s Bwindi Impenetrable 
National Park. The group’s 150 
members take an oath not to 
plunder the natural assets of the 
forest, and in return are helped to 
establish sustainable incomes. 

Helping to fund them is Tusk, 
the British conservation 
organisation, which is supported 
by The Times and The Sunday 
Times Christmas appeal.

The coronavirus pandemic is sorely
testing the resolve of Bwindi’s 
rehabilitated poachers. A lengthy 
closure of the park to tourists has hit 
the local economy hard and left many 
without livelihoods — a job in the 
tourist sector typically supports a 
dozen dependants.

In desperation, people have turned
to the park in search of bush meat 
and wood. Rangers from the Uganda 
Wildlife Authority are retrieving 
hundreds of traps each week from the 
park, which is home to nearly half the 
world’s mountain gorillas.

Bernard Katungi, 40, chairman of 
the Nkuringo reformed poachers 
association, knows that this is not the 
most profitable time to be recruiting 
members. He is busy enough trying to 
keep his current membership honest. 
“It is easy to return to old ways when 
you are hungry,” he told The Times.

Although tourism is slowly 
resuming, it could take years for the 
jobs to return. The shortfall in park 
entrance fees and lost sales of gorilla 

Poachers persuaded to become 
guardians of wildlife they hunted 

christmas
appeal

PATRICK MEINHARDT FOR THE TIMES
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RReformed poachers are given d

trekking permits, which fund the 
protection of its animals and trees, 
has also put a strain on the wildlife 
authority.

Habitat loss is one of the biggest 
threats to Bwindi’s 51 mountain 
gorilla families, and conservationists 
worry that poverty triggered 
by the pandemic will set back 
years of gains. The species 
was removed from the 
critically endangered list in 
2018 after their numbers rose 
from 230 in the Eighties to 
more than 1,000 across 
Uganda, Rwanda and 
the Democratic 
Republic of Congo.

Mr Tibategeza is 
typical of the older 
reformed poachers 
whose families had 
lived in and off the 

Hunters are being 
urged to embrace a 
new way of life in the 
Ugandan rainforest,
Jane Flanagan writes 

Japan
Richard Lloyd Parry Tokyo
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A Parisian auction house has been
criticised for organising a sale of works
by Balthus, the 20th-century master
known for his eroticised paintings of
young girls.

The Artcurial auction house won
praise from traditionalists for standing
up to what they denounced as an
Anglo-Saxon style of political correct-
ness that threatened to “deconstruct
western civilisation”.

However, critics accused it of sweep-
ing under the carpet the “troubling”
aspects of the work by Balthasar
Klossowski de Rola, the Franco-Polish
artist known as Balthus. 

The row echoes controversies over
other painters such as Paul Gauguin,
famed for his 19th century portraits of

they were an exceptional discovery,
adding that it was a “miracle that they
have survived” for 60 years stored in
boxes in a damp château.

But Le Figaro said the sale had em-
broiled Articurial in the sort of debate
that had hit the Metropolitan Museum

‘Troubling’ Balthus sketches of girls up for sale 
France 
Adam Sage Paris

young Tahitian women but accused
more recently of being a sexual preda-
tor over his relationships with adoles-
cent girls.

Yesterday’s auction featured 144
drawings discovered by art experts at
Château de Chassy, the property in
central France that Balthus donated to
Frédérique Tison, his muse and
partner, in 1960.

Ms Tison had met Balthus as a child
when her mother married the painter’s
brother. She began posing for him in
1949 at the age of ten, and ran away to
live with him in Château de Chassy
when she was 17.

The drawings, which were produced
by Balthus in preparation for his paint-
ings, were put up for sale by Ms Tison’s
children to pay inheritance tax follow-
ing her death in 2018.

Francis Briest, the auctioneer, said

of Art in New York in 2017 when it dis-
played a Balthus painting, Thérèse
Dreaming, which shows a young girl
with her underwear visible. A petition
signed by more than 10,000 people
called on the museum to take down the
painting, which it refused to do.

The auction in Paris featured an even
more controversial sketch of a naked
girl, which was done by Balthus in prep-
aration for one of his most inflammato-
ry paintings, Guitar Lesson. This shows
a largely undressed girl reclining on the
legs of her female guitar teacher.

Cécile Debray, director of the Oran-
gerie Museum in Paris, said: “Balthus’s
work is troubling but it has the right to
be shown, like that of Lewis Carroll, in
its ambiguous relationship to young
girls. The important thing is to put it
into perspective with the history, art
and literature of its epoch. It’s better to

say things clearly and to explain the
complexity of Balthus. You have to be
brave.” 

Le Figaro said Artcurial had taken the
opposite approach by ignoring the
problems with Balthus’s work. The
newspaper said that the auction cata-
logue had been “very discreet” about
issues with drawings that were created
when “feminist waves” were arriving in
France from the United States.

Serge Lemoine, the former chairman
of the Orsay museum in Paris who
wrote in the catalogue that Balthus was
“one of the most famous painters of the
20th century”, expressed indignation at
the controversy.

“It’s always the same people who al-
low themselves to engage in censor-
ship, and these people defend much
worse causes with the aim of decon-
structing western civilisation,” he said.

Nearly 150 works by the French artist 
Balthus were put on sale yesterday 

The French army has been given the
go-ahead to develop bionic soldiers
resistant to pain and stress and
endowed with extra brain power
thanks to microchip implants.

The approval came from the ethical
committee of the armed forces minis-
try, which said in a report that France
needed to keep up with countries that
are already working to produce super-
soldiers. 

The committee gave details of some
lines of research, including pills to keep
troops awake for long periods and sur-
gery to improve hearing. Other areas in
the “field of study” involve implants
which release anti-stress substances or
“improve cerebral capacity”.

Research is also under way into im-
plants that enable headquarters to read
soldiers’ “physiological parameters”
from a distance, or locate them on the
battlefield. Other implants may help
soldiers to differentiate between friend
and foe, the report said.

Drugs enabling soldiers to resist pain
or put up with being held in isolation
after capture were being studied too,
the report said.

It added that it was “imperative not to
inhibit research into the enhanced sol-
dier”, warning that the French armed
forces risked falling behind those of
other countries. It conceded however,
that there needed to be safeguards,
declaring that enhancements which
deprived soldiers of their “humanity”
or stopped them re-integrating into
civilian life should be banned.

It cited a hypothetical case of a sol-
dier whose arm had been replaced by a
prosthesis that doubled up as a firearm.
The report said that soldier would in
effect be unable to leave the army.

Florence Parly, the minister for the
armed forces, said France had no im-
mediate plans to beef up its soldiers by
implanting microchips under their skin
or by other “invasive evolutions”. “But
we have to be clear. Not everyone has
our scruples and it is a future for which
we have to be prepared,” she added.

John Ratcliffe, the US director of
national intelligence, said this month
that China was seeking to develop arti-
ficially enhanced soldiers. “There are
no ethical boundaries to Beijing’s pur-
suit of power,” he said, adding that intel-
ligence showed China had already con-
ducted tests on members of the People’s
Liberation Army. 

France given 
green light for
bionic troops
Adam Sage, Michael Evans

A police officer has been arrested on
suspicion of helping a gang of thieves to
sell stolen cars found by detectives but
never returned to their owners.

The officer, who has not been named,
is alleged to have been part of a gang
that has sold about 100 stolen vehicles
worth more than €3 million since 2017.

The alleged fraud came to light when
a Parisian man was told in May by his
insurer that police had found his Audi,

Twin set Reese Witherspoon “begged” her daughter Ava Phillippe to wear a matching jumper for an Instagram picture

Boys face jail 
for Minecraft 
bomb plot 
Russia
Marc Bennetts Moscow

Three schoolboys from Siberia are
facing up to ten years in prison on
terrorism charges after saying they
were going to blow up a virtual FSB
state security office they had built on
Minecraft, the popular video game.

Bogdan Andreev, Denis Mikhailen-
ko and Nikita Uvarov, all aged 14, were
detained after they put up stickers in
their home town of Kansk in support of
a maths student accused of attacking
the offices of President Putin’s ruling
party 2,700 miles away in Moscow. In-
vestigators discovered the Minecraft
“bomb plot” when they seized the boys’
smartphones, according to Baza, a Rus-
sian news website.

The video game allows users to
create their own virtual worlds. “We
were playing Minecraft and Nikita built
an FSB [office]. For a laugh, I blurted
out ‘let’s blow it up!’” Denis is reported
to have told a friend.

The boys are also alleged to have
thrown a petrol bomb into a derelict
building in their town, read banned an-
archist literature and watched videos
on how to make explosives. 

Denis and Bogdan admitted belong-
ing to a terrorist group, but later said
they had done so under duress. They are
under house arrest. Nikita refused to
confess and has been in custody for six
months. His parents have not been
allowed to see him. 

The FSB said earlier this year that it
had thwarted 50 planned attacks by
teenagers on schools and universities.
Critics say, however, that the claims are
often far-fetched. At least nine school-
children are said to have been commit-
ted to psychiatric wards in Siberia in
August after they joined an online
group dedicated to the 1999 Columbine
High School massacre in the US. 

Novaya Gazeta, an opposition news-
paper, reported that the FSB investigat-
ed at least 63 alleged terrorist plots
thought to involve teenagers in the past
two years, with the security services fo-
cusing on younger activists after large
numbers of students and schoolchil-
dren joined the anti-corruption pro-
tests organised by Alexei Navalny, the
Kremlin critic, in 2017.

Nine young activists were impris-
oned for up to 18 years each despite
claims they were tortured into admit-
ting to planning attacks before the 2018
World Cup to “destabilise” Russia.

REESE WITHERSPOON/INSTAGRAM

Police officer held over stolen car sales 
which had been stolen three months
earlier. He went to his local police
station in Paris only to find that the
Audi had not been retrieved.

His report back to the insurance
company prompted a check, which re-
vealed that a series of stolen cars had
disappeared after initially being listed
as having been found by officers.

An inquiry revealed that the vehicles
were fraudulently removed from a
police file of recovered cars before
having their registration numbers and

documents changed and being sold on
the second-hand market. A police
source said several officers were sus-
pected of removing the vehicles from
the file but all except one were believed
to have acted in good faith.

Fifteen people were arrested this
week, including one officer. It comes a
week after President Macron pledged
to tackle police violence in France and
conceded that ethnic minorities were
more likely to be stopped and searched
than white people. 

Adam Sage 
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gested they might no longer be wel-
come. A billboard erected on Times
Square by the anti-Trump group the
Lincoln Project portrayed the couple
ignoring the pandemic sufferings of
the city.

Ms Trump’s detractors there in-
clude Samantha Cohen, daughter of
the president’s former lawyer Mich-
ael Cohen, who was jailed in 2018
over payments he organised for two
women who claimed to have had af-
fairs with Mr Trump. He pleaded
guilty to breaching campaign finance
laws by making payments to buy their
silence before the 2016 election, and
to a charge of lying to Congress. He
was released to home confinement
earlier this year.

She told Vanity Fair that Ms Trump
had come to their home one night to
dine on her father’s famous lasagne,
but she would “totally ignore me if
she ever saw me”. She said, shortly
before her father was sentenced, that
she saw Ms Trump at the building. “I
thought she was going to ignore me
but she grabbed my arm and said, ‘We
all feel so terribly about what’s hap-
pening to your dad. Our hearts are
breaking for him. I’m so sorry that
this happened to you guys,’ in this
sugary voice. I knew how fake it was.”
Inside the billionaire bunker, Times2

A medical student from Michigan
has stepped forward as the finder of a
chest stuffed with gold and jewels
worth $2 million hidden in the Rock-
ies by an antiques collector.

Forrest Fenn had left clues in a
cryptic poem he published in a 2010
memoir called The Thrill of the Chase.
“The poem in my book led him to the
precise spot,” Fenn said in a blog post
in July, which promptly substituted
one mystery for another: he would
not reveal the identity of the finder,
nor the place where the chest was dis-
covered. Fenn died in September,
aged 90, without revealing the secret.

Among the legion of thwarted
treasure hunters, angry speculation
grew that the anonymous finder was
a relative or friend, or worse, that the
whole thing had been a hoax.

On Monday Jack Stuef, 32,said that
he had sought to remain anonymous
after finding the treasure because he
didn’t want to experience for himself
the harassment Fenn had suffered
after the treasure hunt attracted an
international following. “I told him I
didn’t want to be looking over my
shoulder for people like that for the
rest of my life, and he was completely
understanding,” Mr Stuef said.

A Chicago lawyer named Barbara
Andersen sued Fenn at one point,
claiming that she had solved the po-
em but that her workings, and the
treasure , had been stolen by a hacker.

Fenn’s grandson Shiloh wrote in a
blog post announcing Mr Stuef as the

year, is expected to live at
Mar-a-Lago. Mr Kushner’s
brother Joshua and his wife,

the model Karlie Kloss, also
have a home in Miami.

Ms Trump and Mr
Kushner, who have
three children, are
also expanding a
cottage where the
family has spent
time on Mr
Trump’s golf resort
at Bedminster in
New Jersey.

In New York
City the family
have a home on
Park Avenue,
where liberal deni-
zens of the Upper
East Side have sug-

Ivanka Trump 
and Jared 
Kushner are said 
to have bought a 
plot of land on 
an exclusive 
island 

After her father lost the presidential
election, some fellow New Yorkers
questioned whether Ivanka Trump
and her husband, Jared Kushner,
could ever expect to live peacefully in
their old home on Park Avenue, or
indeed anywhere else besides an
underground bunker.

Now there are signs that they have
found a tranquil harbour in Florida,
on an island populated by billion-
aires, just over an hour’s drive from
President Trump’s Mar-a-Lago club.

The couple are said to have pur-
chased an empty two-acre plot of
land on the waterfront of Indian
Creek in Biscayne Bay, Miami, from
the singer Julio Iglesias.

The island, frequently referred to
as the “billionaire bunker”, has a few
dozen waterfront properties along its
south and west-facing shores, occu-
pied by a former coach of the Miami
Dolphins and various financiers and
industrialists. The supermodel Adria-
na Lima and her husband at the time,
a basketball player, were said to have
bought a house there in 2009. Jay-Z
and Beyoncé also owned a property

Ivanka pays $30m for a Florida hideaway
there, which they sold to a Dutch
magnate in 2010.

The island’s middle is taken up by
the golf course of an expensive coun-
try club and the bridge to the island
has a checkpoint, guarded by a small
police force that patrols the shore.

Iglesias acquired two parcels of
land there in 1978, and eventually
three more, and built a home on one
of them. He listed three of them for
sale in 2017, but could not find buyers
at the price he wanted. 

He listed one of the lots for
$31.8 million earlier this year. “This is
the one and only spectacular wide-
bay lot available on Indian Creek,
ideal for building a dream waterfront
estate,” the estate agent Jill Eber said
at the time. 

The land is now being purchased
by Mr Kushner and Ms Trump, for at
least $30 million, according to the
New York Post, which first reported
the sale and quoted a source close to
the family saying that “the Kushners
have been looking to purchase prop-
erty in Florida for some time, and will
maintain their home in New York”.
Ms Eber declined to comment.

President Trump, who changed his
primary residence to Florida last

United States
Will Pavia New York

MLS; JAMIE MCCARTHY/GETTY IMAGES

Musk quits 
California 
for Texas

Student unearths 
treasure in the hills

finder that the court case would force
the family to disclose his name. “We
wanted to let those in the search com-
munity hear it from us directly, before
we are compelled to disclose it to
someone who is abusing the court
system on frivolous grounds for the
apparent purpose of self-aggrandise-
ment and greed.”

Fenn, from New Mexico, published
his memoir while suffering from
cancer, convinced that he did not
have long to live and intending to
bury the chest in what he conceived
would be his last resting place. After
the chest was found he was reluctant
to disclose its location, beyond that it
was somewhere in Wyoming, fearful
that “it could be ruined by the num-
ber of people who might attempt to
go to the site,” his grandson wrote.

Mr Stuef said he began searching
for the treasure in 2018 and ap-
proached it as a former English stu-
dent, subjecting the text of the poem
to careful analysis and reading
through every last interview Fenn
had given to journalists. “In a decade
he never made more than a couple of
subtle slip-ups in front of all the dog-
ged reporters who came to his house,”
he said. Once, after finding a “blaze”
mentioned in the poem, he called
Fenn, certain he was in the right area
but worried that the marking had
been damaged by another treasure
hunter to throw people off the trail. 

After 25 days tramping a forest in
Wyoming he found the chest. He said
he planned to sell the treasure to pay
off his student debts.

Sparring with officials in California
this year, Elon Musk repeatedly
threatened to move Tesla to Texas or
Nevada in protest over lockdowns
that forced him to close his factory.

Now Mr Musk has moved himself
to Texas, declaring that the San Fran-
cisco Bay Area has “too much influ-
ence in the world” and predicting
that the pandemic could reduce the
sway of Silicon Valley.

“I say that as someone who has
spent most of his life in California,
mostly in the Bay area,” Mr Musk said
at a conference hosted by The Wall
Street Journal. “They do tend to get a
little complacent, a little entitled, and
then they don’t win the champion-
ship any more,” he said of the state
where he has made his fortune. It
“has been winning for a long time,
and I think they’re taking them for
granted a little bit”.

Mr Musk qualified to receive bil-
lions of dollars in stock options this
year as part of a compensation pack-
age linked to Tesla’s rising share price,
and Texas, where he now lives, has no
state income tax. In October he filed
the paperwork to move his personal
foundation from California to Austin,
according to Bloomberg. Tesla has
said it plans to build a car plant in
Austin and Mr Musk’s SpaceX com-
pany has operations in Texas, though
its base is in California.
Tesla raises $5 billion, page 47
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Robert Lea Industrial Editor

G4S has accepted a £3.8 billion take-
over by Allied Universal Security Ser-
vices after a three-month bid battle.
The deal with its American rival, which
G4S’s board has recommended that
shareholders support, means that
another British market-leading cham-
pion will fall into the hands of North
American private equity. 

G4S, with £7 billion of annual reve-
nues and more than 500,000 staff glo-
bally, is the world’s largest security
company. After months in which G4S
refused to engage with a hostile
takeover bid by Gardaworld, its smaller
Canadian rival, the board led by John
Connolly, 70, its veteran chairman, and
Ashley Almanza, 57, the chief executive,
indicated that the Allied offer at 245p a
share was too rich to turn down.

The deal, which includes Allied
pumping £535 million into G4S’s in-
deficit pension scheme, will create a
combined group controlling 33 per cent
of the American security market.
Allied, 78 per cent-controlled by War-
burg Pincus, the US private equity firm,
and CDPQ, a Canadian fund, insists
that it already has clearance for the deal
from US competition regulators.

Those investors are putting up as yet
unspecified amounts of cash into the
offer, with the rest financed with debt
raised by Morgan Stanley and Credit
Suisse, the investment banks.

The cash offer is worth 245p a share
to G4S investors and trumps the 235p
tabled by Gardaworld last week.

Gardaworld had been stalking G4S
since the summer and when it broke
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Google and Facebook could face fines
running into billions of pounds under a
new regime to police the digital
economy. 

The Competition and Markets
Authority is demanding powers to stop
large technology companies from
crushing emerging rivals and harming
consumers. Companies that deliber-
ately breach a new statutory code of

Tech giants face huge fines in crackdown to protect emerging rivals
Simon Duke Technology Business Editor conduct should face fines of as much

10    per cent of their global turnover,
according to the watchdog. 

Last month ministers unveiled plans
to set up a digital markets unit within
the CMA to regulate Britain’s online
economy. The government will put for-
ward legislation next year after taking
soundings from internet companies,
publishers and other interested groups.

Andrea Coscelli, the regulator’s chief
executive, said that the new digital

watchdog should be able to draw up
bespoke rules for any company that
enjoys a “substantial and entrenched”
position in “ at least one digital activity”.
Tougher rules were needed to “prevent
them from exploiting their powerful
positions” and to foster “vibrant com-
petition and innovation”, the CMA said
in its submission to the government.

“Over the past five to ten years we
have allowed Google and Facebook to
grow such strong positions that is in-

creasingly difficult for rivals to com-
pete. They have been able to add barrier
on to barrier to the possible expansion
of rivals,” Mr Coscelli, 51, said.

Google and Facebook will be first in
the unit’s crosshairs. In a damning
report this summer, the authority
accused the pair of stifling competition
through their “unassailable” position in
Britain’s booming digital advertising
industry. The regulator has suggested
that it also will train its sights on Apple

and Amazon, which are facing scrutiny
by anti-trust authorities in the United
States and Europe. 

Dominant platforms can exploit
companies that use their app stores and
marketplaces by charging high prices
or introducing competing products,
according to the regulator. Companies
seeking to sell goods and services on
online marketplaces and through app
stores should be able to do so without
Continued on page 38, col 5

Allied Universal triumphs in security bidding war

G4S agrees 
to US rival’s
£3.8bn offer 

cover G4S shares were trading at
146p. In the depths of the pandemic this
year, those shares plunged to a 16-year
low of 69p. G4S has been plagued by
reputational damage for defrauding the
Ministry of Justice over prisoner tag-
ging and for failing to provide enough
security for the 2012 London Olympic
Games.

Mr Connolly said: “The G4S board
. . .  believes this offer represents an
excellent opportunity to create a lead-
ing global security company [and] for
shareholders to realise value for their
investment at an attractive premium.
We are therefore unanimously recom-
mending it to our shareholders.”

Mr Almanza, who had been ridiculed
for arguing that G4S is at an “inflection
point” after his seven-year struggle to
turn around the company, called the
combination with Allied Universal
“unique and compelling”.

The combined business will have
annual revenues of £13.5 billion and will
employ over 750,000 people. 

Under the City’s takeover timetable
rules, Allied had until this evening to
beat Gardaworld’s £3.65 billion bid.

Traders had sniffed the chances of a
counterbid and G4S stock had been
changing hands for more than 246p
ever since Gardaworld had increased
its offer to 235p from its initial 190p
sighting shot.

However, there may be burnt fingers
for some investors as the shares had
been bid up to 255¼p by yesterday
evening’s close in the hope that Allied
would offer — as some had predicted
— a knockout bid at more than 250p.
Alistair Osborne, page 39
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Pole position The owner of Formula One, whose Bahrain Grand Prix was won on Sunday by Sergio Perez, could be ready to 
bid for Codemasters, says Odey Asset Management, which owns nearly 3 per cent of the video games maker Report, page 38

Primark’s plan to save the high street
Alex Ralph

Britain is desperate for high streets to be
saved and renewed government
support through a VAT break, an
extension of the business rates holiday
and the relaxation of Sunday trading
laws could start the recovery, according
to research by Primark.

A report by Public First, the policy
and research company commissioned
by the fashion retailer, has found that
people are worried that their towns will
fail to make it through the lockdowns.
They remain nervous about going
shopping and the pandemic has pushed
many in-store shoppers online for the
first time, although that could reverse.

Writing in The Times today, Paul Mar-
chant, chief executive of Primark, said

the research showed that people were
“desperate to see their towns and high
streets thrive again, to make them places
that people feel proud of once more”
and that funding must be directed to
rejuvenate high streets.

In rare public comments Mr Mar-
chant, 52, said the view that lockdowns
had accelerated the shift to online retail
was wrong and it was naive to think that
shopping in person was outdated. How-
ever, in some areas viable shops needed
greater government help beyond the
extension of opening hours, 24-hour
Christmas shopping and the business
rates holiday “lifeline”, he said.

The report calls for business rates to
be reduced and simplified, Sunday trad-
ing laws to be relaxed for 12 months and
a “zero VAT” week after the vaccine roll-

out at Easter to get people back to town
centres. The retailer also wants bus and
parking charges to be adapted to help
people to come into town centres and
for the government’s levelling up fund
to be used for events “that get people
back together once it’s safe to do so”.

Primark, which has no online pres-
ence, said last week at its annual share-
holder meeting that shop closures
across key markets had caused it to lose
£430 million in sales in the autumn.

The group unveiled a 40 per cent
drop in annual profit to £686 million
because of spring lockdowns. It has re-
ceived £98 million of taxpayer support
through Britain’s furlough scheme and
measures in other European countries.
It has scrapped its dividend.
Paul Marchant, page 41
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Symbols &
independents

Year-on-year change in sales
12 weeks to November 29

Battle for
market share

10.40%

10.80%

7.70%

13.70%

7.00%

9.80%

13.90%

13.20%

21.00%

38.30%

19.10%

17.00%
Source: Kantar

1
Boris Johnson will fly to 
Brussels this evening for talks
with the European Union as he

cleared the way for a final push 
towards a Brexit deal. The prime 
minister will meet Ursula von der 
Leyen, the European Commission 
president, for dinner tonight in an 
attempt to salvage trade 
negotiations ahead of a summit of 
EU leaders tomorrow. Page 1

2
Homeowners face a bill of up
to £8,000 to eliminate 
emissions from heating under

proposals from the government’s 
climate change advisers to phase 
out fossil fuel boilers. The climate 
change committee is calling for 
sales of new oil-fired boilers to be 
phased out by 2028, gas boilers by 
2033 and for a huge programme of 
home insulation to help to achieve 
carbon neutrality by 2050. Page 4

3
Britain will suspend European
tariffs on American products
from tractors to tobacco to

fruit juice to fish in an attempt to 
persuade the White House to 
shelve steep duties on Scotch 
whisky. Page 14

4
Sir Jim Ratcliffe, the 
chemicals tycoon and one of
Britain’s outspoken billionaire

backers of Brexit, has turned his 
back on the UK with plans to 
construct his new version of the 
old Land Rover Defender on the 
Continent. Page 16

5
G4S, the world’s largest 
security company, has caved
in to a £3.8 billion takeover by

Allied Universal Security Services, 
its American rival. Page 37

6
Google and Facebook could
face fines running into billions
of pounds under a new regime

to police the digital economy. The 
Competition and Markets 
Authority is demanding powers to 
stop large technology companies 
from crushing emerging rivals and 
harming consumers. Page 37 

7
Britain is desperate for high
streets to be saved and further
government support through a

VAT break, an extension of the 
business rates holiday and the 
relaxation of Sunday trading laws 
could start the recovery, according 
to Primark. Pages 37, 41

8
Britain’s supermarkets have
reported their busiest month
on record, with shoppers 

spending £10.9 billion in stores and 
online. The surge in sales last 
month was attributed to people 
stocking up for Christmas. 

9
A one-off tax on wealth above
£500,000 would recover 
almost all the £280 billion that

the government has spent fighting 
the pandemic this year, according 
to the Wealth Tax Commission, a 
group of tax experts. A 5 per cent 
levy on housing, pension, business, 
equity and savings wealth would 
raise £260 billion from 8.25 million 
Britons or one in six adults. Page 40

10
Providing gear for pop-up
coronavirus testing
stations and renting

equipment to online shopping 
warehouses drove a powerhouse 
performance by Ashtead. Strong 
trading in Britain, a relatively 
small part of the Anglo-American 
plant hire empire, helped send the 
FTSE 100 company’s shares to 
record highs. Page 42

Need to know Supermarkets
can celebrate 
early after 
record month
Louisa Clarence-Smith

Britain’s supermarkets have reported
their busiest month on record, with
shoppers spending £10.9 billion in
stores and online.

The surge in sales last month was
attributed to people stocking up on
Christmas food and decorations and
the impact of restrictions on eating and
drinking out during the second
national lockdown in England.

Kantar, the market researcher, said
that take-home sales had risen by
13.9 per cent in the four weeks to
November 29. More than six million
households bought groceries online,
the highest on record, with online food
retailers accounting for 13.7 per cent of
all sales.

Kantar expects people to spend
almost £12 billion this month, about
£1.5 billion more than last December.

The evidence of buoyant sales comes
a week after Tesco and other leading
retailers that were allowed to stay open
during the summer lockdown pledged
to repay pandemic relief funding. The
UK’s largest supermarket committed to
return £585 million in rates relief.
Sainsbury’s, Morrisons, Asda, Aldi and
B&M followed suit. 

Waitrose has said that it will not
repay the relief because of the sub-
stantial loss of revenue caused by the
closure of its John Lewis shops. The Co-
op said that it would consider repaying
the relief at the end of the year. 

Fraser McKevitt, head of retail and
consumer insight at Kantar, said:
“November as a whole saw shopper
frequency hit its highest level since the
beginning of the pandemic, suggesting
more confidence among people going
into stores. 

“Many people have begun the count-
down to Christmas already, using more

time at home to go big on festive
revelry.” 

Sales of turkeys were up 36 per cent
on last year and more than £11 million
was spent on Christmas puddings.
Alcohol sales were up 33 per cent as a
result of limited opportunities to drink
in pubs and restaurants. Mince pie sales
fell by 11 per cent, however, which was
put down to people having fewer
opportunities to share treats with
friends and colleagues.

Sales at Ocado, the online store,
increased by 38.8 per cent in the 12
weeks to November 29, which covers
the time when it began selling Marks &
Spencer products.

Sales at Waitrose rose by 13.2 per
cent, its fastest growth rate since 2005,
with sales of fresh meat up 25 per cent
and those of fresh fish 16 per cent
higher. The retailer now accounts for
4.9 per cent of the market. 

Iceland’s sales rose by 21 per cent,
with demand for frozen food and clean-
ing products growing quickly. Lidl
reached its best market share of 6.2 per
cent after its sales grew by 13.9 per cent.
The Co-op’s sales grew by 9.8 per cent,
while Aldi improved by 7 per cent. 

Morrisons outperformed its Big Four
supermarket rivals with sales growth of
13.7 per cent. Sainsbury’s grew by
10.8 per cent and Tesco’s sales were up
10.4 per cent. Asda lagged behind with
growth of 7.7 per cent.

Grocery inflation was 1.4 per cent
over the period. Prices are rising fastest
for products such as canned fizzy
drinks, fresh pork and fresh sausages,
while they are falling for vegetables,
bread and fresh beef.

The average British household has
spent a record £4,206 on groceries this
year. Further price inflation could
result in the need to balance household
budgets next year, Kantar warned.

Watch for white knight, says Odey 

A London hedge fund targeting
Codemasters has dismissed the video
games company’s agreed takeover as
being too frugal and has suggested that
a white knight might be waiting in the
wings.

Odey Asset Management, which
owns nearly 3 per cent of the games
developer, speculated that either the
owner of Formula One motor racing or
Ubisoft, the French video games group,
could launch bids. 

In a note to investors, the fund said
that Formula One Group could extract
cost savings and other benefits from
buying Codemasters, which makes the
popular Formula One video games
series. Liberty Media, the company
behind Formula One Group, recently
raised $800 million and would have the
resources to mount a bid, according to
Odey.

Ubisoft recently issued a €600 mil-

lion bond and has €1.8 billion on its
balance sheet, the hedge fund said. 

The board of Codemasters is
struggling to rally support for the cash-
and-shares offer from Take-Two Inter-
active, the Nasdaq-listed player behind
Grand Theft Auto. The bid valued
Codemasters at a 12 per cent premium

to its prevailing share price the day
before it was disclosed early last month.
Three large investors have told The
Times that the offer price is inadequate.

The company’s 2018 listing was
highly profitable, with the shares more
than doubling from their 200p debut
price. The company was founded in

1986 and is best known for producing
racing games, such as DiRT Rally and
GRID. 

The directors of Codemasters stand
to earn life-changing sums from the
acquisition. Frank Sagnier, 58, chief
executive, would pocket more than
£17 million from his shares and a further
£2.5 million from bonus stock. 

Odey told investors that it was “un-
aware as to why such a ‘low-ball’ bid
would be recommended, or why share-
holders indeed would tender to such an
offer”. However, it said it was “notable”
that executives would bank “multimil-
lion payout packages” from the deal. 

The Mayfair-based fund said the
directors may have recommended the
first approach to allow a “competitive”
auction to begin. 

The Codemasters board needs the
backing of three quarters of sharehold-
ers to get the deal done. Investors have
until December 21 to vote. Codemasters
shares closed unchanged at 516p.

Simon Duke Technology Business Editor

Behind the story 

R
ecord grocery
sales figures
released
yesterday help

to explain the decision 
by some supermarket 
chains to hand back 
more than £2 billion in 
coronavirus relief 
funding (Louisa 
Clarence-Smith 
writes). 

Supermarkets have
emerged as a big 

winner during the 
pandemic, taking 
£10.9 billion of sales 
last month. In that 
context, claiming 
business rates relief 
when swathes of the 
high street and 
hospitality industry 
are in turmoil risks 
causing huge 
reputational damage.

All eyes now are on
the chains that have 

not yet agreed to hand 
back their rates relief, 
including Waitrose, 
the Co-op and Marks 
& Spencer.

Mike Cherry, 
national chairman of 
the Federation of 
Small Businesses, said: 
“Some [businesses], 
like supermarkets, 
have been largely 
unaffected and we 
welcome these big 

Crispin Odey’s 
hedge fund hopes 
for a bidding war

paying exorbitant fees, it said. Take-
overs involving dominant digital
companies should be subject to “closer
scrutiny”, it added, amid criticism that
regulators were too quick to approve
past deals, such as Facebook’s acquisi-
tions of Instagram and Whatsapp.

Consumers should be able to switch
social media networks without fear of
losing their messages and photos.
“You’d want to impose some inter-
operability, which means if people want
to move from Facebook to a smaller
network they don’t pay this massive
price,” Mr Coscelli said, adding that the
social media industry had been “mas-
sively under-regulated for many years”.
6The Competition and Markets
Authority has started an investigation
into the £6.8 billion takeover of Asda by
the Issa brothers, the entrepreneurs
behind the EG Group petrol stations. It
will examine whether the deal for the
supermarket could lead to “a substan-
tial lessening of competition”.
Reality bites, leading article, page 31

continued from page 37
CMA demands extra powers
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MPs are calling on bookmakers to hand
back taxpayer support they received
during the pandemic after it emerged
that punters had flocked to their online
services.

Carolyn Harris, Labour chairwoman
of the all-party group for gambling-
related harm, said that betting compa-
nies had received “huge boosts in profit
during the pandemic” that had “more
than offset the impact of betting shop
closures”.

Pressure is growing on companies
that have weathered or even benefited
from the Covid-19 outbreak to return
business rates relief. Last week Tesco
became the first big retailer to promise
a repayment when it said that it would
return £585 million. Since then rivals
have followed suit.

Attention is now turning to some of
Britain’s biggest gambling companies.
Although gaming groups had to shut

Consumer champion 
comes up short

T
hat’s regulators for you.
One moment they’re
promising £20 a year off
energy bills, the next it’s
only £10. So, what’s

happened to Ofgem boss Jonathan 
Brearley since July? Short answer: 
he’s worked out that his “draft 
determination” for the energy 
networks was a bit of a shocker. 

True, it had an electrifying effect
on the bosses of National Grid, SSE 
and Scottish Power, turning them a 
delightful, incandescent orange. But 
the Ofcom chief since only 
February was always going to have 
to back down with his five-year 
price review (report, pages 44-45). 
Fun though it was “cutting returns 
to the network companies to an 
unprecedented low level”, he’d gone 
too far. As Bernstein analysts put it 
at the time: “These proposals do not 
appear financeable”.

The upshot? A bit of a climbdown.
No one wants a soft-touch regulator 
but two things have happened since 
July to make Mr Brearley more 
reasonable. First, the receipt of 
22,000 pages of fresh noodlings 
from the operators, justifying their 
calls for both higher investment and 
returns. And second, the 
Competition and Markets Authority 
siding with four water groups in an 
intra-regulatory row with Ofwat. 

So has Mr Brearley got it about 
right now with his “final” ruling on 
price controls? Well, the companies 
are still moaning, which suggests he 
has. In July, they said he’d left them 
£8 billion short of investment, so 
he’s met them halfway, allowing 
total expenditure of £23.3 billion. 
He’s also allowed £1 billion more on 
other costs, with the total package 
rising from £25 billion to £30 billion. 
On top, there’s the rider that if their 
investment needs rise for new green 
projects, they can reopen the review 
if they make “good business cases”. 
Already, £10 billion has been 
earmarked for such projects. 

The biggest gripe, though, was 
over returns on equity. The draft 
ruling halved them to 3.95 per cent, 
drawing complaints that Mr 
Brearley was killing all incentive to 
invest, not least in Britain’s “net 
zero” plans. So Ofgem has upped 
that to 4.3 per cent: a figure that in 
practice rises to 4.55 per cent, given 
the regulator allows for a quarter 
point of outperformance. 

Not bad for monopoly businesses
in a low-interest world, never shy on 
the pay front: National Grid boss 
John Pettigrew has earned 
£18.2 million over his four years in 
charge. Even so, it’s below the 
5.08 per cent the CMA is minded to 
allow the water companies. Still, 
there’s no direct read across. The 
CMA lobbed in 0.2 per cent extra 
for the water outfits’ retail 
businesses, not applicable here. And 
about 0.5 per cent is for stuff Ofgem 
thinks unrelated to networks. 

Scottish Power boss Keith 
Anderson is still “concerned” that 
Mr Brearley’s increased rate of 
return won’t “attract the global 
investment our transmission 
business requires”. SSE said it was 
still “very disappointed”, with none 
of the trio ruling out a CMA appeal. 
And much depends on the CMA’s 
final verdict on water, due by 
February. But share prices ticked up. 

And Ofgem is much closer to the 
mark here. Even if Mr Brearley’s 
only half the consumer champion 
he once was. 

Selling out cheap

T
oday’s M&A puzzler: what
links miner Kaz Minerals,
video games outfit 

Codemasters, estate agent 
Countrywide and retirement homes 
group McCarthy & Stone? Answer: 
they’ve all got boards happy to roll 
over to a cut-price bid.

A fifth of McCarthy shareholders
have just voted against the deal to 
sell to Lonestar: no vote of confidence
in the negotiating skills of chairman 
Paul Lester. And that was after the 
private equity firm agreed to a last-
ditch 5p-a-share bump in the bid to 
120p to win the required 75 per cent 
investor support. The board happily 
accepted 115p. The shares were 158p 
in February.

At Countrywide, the board agreed
to hand majority control to Alchemy 
at 135p a share: a bit adrift of the 
325p cash offer it’s now got from 
rival Connells. Only ex-chairman 
Peter Long has paid with his job for 
such hopeless judgment. Meantime, 
Odey Asset Management is kicking 
off over Codemasters selling out to 
Take-Two Interactive at a mere 6.7 
per cent premium.

As for Kaz, it’s a lesson in why not
to invest in companies with 
dominant shareholders: a warning 
sign maybe for a Talktalk bid that 
can be decided between chairman 
Sir Charlie Dunstone and investor 
Toscafund. Kaz’s senior independent 
director Michael Lynch-Bell 
accepted a 640p-a-share bid from 
chairman Oleg Novachuk and non-
exec Vladimir Kim — joint holders 
of a 39.4 per cent stake — at a mere 
12.1 per cent premium. Now, he’s 
given his “consent” to change the 
deal from a scheme of arrangement, 
requiring 75 per cent backing, to an 
offer, needing only a majority vote: 
a nice swerve round dissenting 
investors. Covid-19 is no excuse for 
boards selling out to cheap bids. 

G4S shows way

A
t least you can’t level that
charge at the board of G4S.
The security group, chaired

by John Connolly and run by 
Ashley Almanza, may have used an 
odd defence: banging on about the 
“critical inflexion point” it’s taken 
seven years to reach. But they have 
a decent idea of the group’s value. 

Even better, they got an auction 
going. Gardaworld’s 190p a share 
cash offer was easy to turn down. 
Ditto a 210p tilt from Allied 
Universal. But the board sat tight 
when Gardaworld returned with 
235p. Only now is it recommending 
an Allied cash bid to trump that — 
at 245p and worth £3.8 billion. 

By then, the shares had closed at
255.3p, carried away by talk of a 
higher Allied offer. Gardaworld is a 
far smaller company. But it’s backed 
by BC Partners, so could yet return. 
Even if it doesn’t, G4S has shown 
how takeovers should work. 

alistair.osborne@thetimes.co.uk

business commentary Alistair Osborne

Bookies must ‘use winnings to pay relief’
Ben Martin Senior City Correspondent their branches during lockdowns, their

online businesses experienced a surge
in activity. 

Ms Harris said: “Given how many
sectors are struggling at this time, [bet-
ting companies] should immediately do
the right thing and return the addi-
tional financial support they have

received in business rates and furlough,
as many supermarkets have done.”

Flutter, the owner of Paddy Power,
last month said that its third-quarter
revenues had increased by 30 per cent
from a year earlier to £1.3 billion. It is
expected to receive about £4.8 million
in business rates relief this year.

GVC, which is behind Ladbrokes

Coral, has said that it expects to
generate annual adjusted profits of
between £770 million and £790 million
this year. It is estimated that the com-
pany will enjoy a £20 million benefit
from rates relief. The group, which has
said that shop closures will cost it
£37 million, also made use of the
government’s job retention scheme to
furlough staff.

Julian Richer, the retail entrepreneur
who led calls for grocers to refund their
business rates relief, said that the case
for gambling companies to repay
government support was not as clear-
cut. The chief executive of Richer
Sounds, the hi-fi retailer, said: “The
point of rates relief was to help busi-
nesses with properties that were closed.
Supermarkets were not closed. Anyone
that had a website saw an increase on-
line but they still had an empty shop,
they still had rates to pay, they still had
a lot of overheads to fund.”

Flutter and GVC did not comment.

Market share
12 weeks to November 29

Tesco

27.0%

Sainsbury’s

15.7%

Asda

14.1%
Morrisons

10.3%

Aldi

7.7%

Co-op

6.3%

Lidl

6.2%

Waitrose

4.9%

Iceland

2.4%

Ocado

1.7%

Other multiples

1.8%
Symbols & independents

1.8%

Percentage
share of

total grocers

RBS told to 
look again 
for ‘altered’ 
agreement
James Hurley Enterprise Editor 

A High Court judge has ordered Royal
Bank of Scotland to re-run a disclosure
exercise after the bank was accused of
“manipulating” documents.

Judge Mark Pelling, QC, said that
“there may have been a failure of
disclosure” during a legal battle
between RBS and Grove Park Proper-
ties, a property company that is suing
the bank over a £10.5 million loan. 

Gary Wyatt, 61, an accountant who
runs Grove Park, claims that the loan
was for ten years, but RBS says it was for
five years. He alleges that the bank
altered a copy of the loan agreement it
held so as to halve the true term of the
loan to five years — thus voiding the
contract via an “illegal act”, he claims.

Mr Wyatt’s legal team claims that the
bank’s computer system, or relationship
management platform, could show
evidence of the alleged manipulation.
However, it is alleged that the bank did
not conduct proper searches of the
platform and has not explained the
information it has provided. 

The legal team has pointed to an
alleged RBS “policy of tampering with
documents”, as claimed in a separate
legal case in which a former RBS
employee has claimed that the bank’s
records are frequently edited to “pro-
duce selective disclosure”.

Disclosure relating to a key period in
2007 when the loan was agreed was
poor, Mr Wyatt’s lawyers claim, and
what was produced appeared to have
been annotated, suggesting that it had
not been a “clean” copy of what was
stored on the platform, they say. 

Philip Riches, QC, Mr Wyatt’s
barrister, said: “The very heart of this
case is the manipulation of documents.”

During a pre-trial hearing, RBS was
ordered to conduct a fresh search of its
relationship management platform.
The bank was approached for com-
ment. It has said previously that Grove
Park’s claims are “without merit” and
that the broader claims of “selective dis-
closure” had no credibility. 

An RBS spokeswoman said: “The
order of the court does not indicate that
there has been any misconduct on the
part of the bank. The bank will robustly
defend the underlying claim at the trial
in January.”

30%
Rise in third-quarter revenues at Flutter
Source: Flutter 

firms handing back 
their business rates 
relief. We would 
encourage all 
businesses who are in 
a similar position to do 
so.”

Supermarkets’ gains
from the pandemic are 
set to be a lasting 
trend as businesses 
adopt permanent 
flexible working 
policies. Clive Black, a 

retail analyst at Shore 
Capital, the broker, 
said: “We believe that 
working from home is 
a game-changer for 
the labour process and 
will continue to 
support demand in 
superstores, online 
and neighbourhood 
outlets.” 

The Kantar research
also shines a renewed 
spotlight on an 

outdated business 
rates system. Ocado 
reported sales growth 
of 38.8 per cent, with 
an online market 
share of 12.3 per cent, 
but the rates charged 
on its warehouses, 
which are based on 
2015 property values, 
are far lower than 
those levied on 
supermarket chains 
and high street brands.
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A one-off tax on wealth above
£500,000 would recover almost all
the £280 billion that the govern-
ment has spent fighting the pan-
demic this year, according to a
group of tax experts.

A 5 per cent levy on housing,
pension, business, equity and sav-
ings wealth would raise £260 bil-
lion from 8.25 million Britons, or
one in six adults. The Wealth Tax
Commission recommended that
households pay the levy at a rate of
1 per cent a year for five years.

The proposal is a response to the
Tory manifesto pledge not to raise
income tax, national insurance or
VAT — which account for 60 per
cent of government receipts — this
parliament when borrowing is at a
peacetime record and the national
debt at a 60-year high.

The commission was set up in
April to establish whether a wealth
tax could work in Britain. It is being
led by Arun Advani, an assistant

professor at Warwick University,
Andy Summers, an associate
professor of law at the London
School of Economics, and Emma
Chamberlain, a barrister at Pump
Court Tax Chambers. They drew
on 50 international experts. 

“It is not the case that the only
way is to tax either spending or
work,” Mr Advani said. “It is a polit-
ical choice where to get the money
from.” A wealth tax would fall
largely on older generations as the

Employers are cutting back on
permanent hiring and are turning
to temporary staff because of
uncertainty about the economic
outlook, according to a report. 

Demand for permanent em-
ployees fell last month as England
was put into a second lockdown,
forcing businesses to adjust their
staffing levels and fuelling uncer-
tainty about the future, the latest
survey by KPMG and the
Recruitment and Employment
Confederation found.

Businesses decided to meet their

Uncertainty leads to rise in temporary jobs 
needs with short-term workers.
The temporary billings index
measured 56.1 last month, down
slightly from 56.4, while the per-
manent placements index fell from
48.8 to 48.2. A reading above 50
indicates that companies are
expanding their workforces.

Large parts of the economy were
affected by the lockdown. Only
two of the ten monitored sectors
registered higher demand for per-
manent workers in November —
IT and computing and engineer-
ing. Hotel and catering and retail
suffered the sharpest falls in
demand for permanent staff.

“Panel members frequently

mentioned that staff hiring was
dampened by uncertainty related
to the coronavirus disease, as well
as the renewed lockdown meas-
ures in November. Concurrently,
overall demand for staff fell solidly,
driven by a marked fall in perman-
ent job vacancies,” the report said.

Vacancies are shrinking and
redundancies are rising, which has
increased the pool of available
workers and has put pressure on
pay for permanent and temporary
workers. The permanent salaries
index was 45.6, while the wages
index registered 48.6.

Although the report paints a
poor picture of business confi-

dence, the confederation said that
the rolling out of a coronavirus
vaccine had given companies more
confidence about the future. It said
that hiring activity was being
deferred until after restrictions
were lifted.

Neil Carberry, 43, its chief exec-
utive, said: “Feedback from REC
members indicates that employers
are still looking to hire, with a lot of
demand for permanent staff dis-
placed to January as firms hope the
Covid crisis is easing. For now,
temporary work continues to help
businesses to operate and people
to find jobs — some positive news
as we head towards Christmas.”

Gurpreet Narwan
Economics Correspondent

Emergency wealth tax ‘could 
wipe out UK’s pandemic bill’

bulk is in housing and pensions.
The commission suggested that a
broadly based tax on net wealth
would include almost all types of
asset, from which debt would be
subtracted. The researchers chose
the £500,000 threshold to limit the
tax to “millionaire couples”. A
£1 million threshold would raise
£147 billion from three million
people. At £10 million, the tax reve-
nue falls to £43 billion from 22,000
people.

Britain has never tried a com-
prehensive wealth tax and the
commission concluded that an
annual charge was “a non-starter”.
Instead, it recommended fixing the
present system of wealth taxes,
including inheritance tax, capital
gains tax and council tax.

It added that “one-off taxes have
been used after crises before,
including in France, Germany and
Japan after the Second World War
and in Ireland after the financial
crisis”. Britain imposed one-off
windfall taxes on the banks under

Margaret Thatcher in 1981 and on
the privatised utilities under Tony
Blair in 1997.

Lord O’Donnell, a former Cabi-
net Secretary, said in the report’s
introduction: “It is broadly accept-
ed that if the prime minister is to
stand by his promise not to return
to austerity then taxes will event-
ually have to rise. This will mean
breaking another manifesto com-
mitment. Or it means thinking
seriously about new taxes.” Other
ways to raise £260 billion over five
years include increasing the basic
rate of income tax from 20p to 29p
or VAT from 20p to 26p.

Up to 10 per cent of those caught
in the wealth tax net would be “as-
set-rich, cash-poor” and not have
the cash to pay it, the commission
estimated. For those, it proposed
smaller payments for longer than
five years. The chancellor began a
review of capital gains tax this year,
but said in July: “I do not believe
that now is the time, or ever would
be the time, for a wealth tax.” 

Philip Aldrick Economics Editor

Lord O’Donnell said it was time to 
“think seriously” about new taxes

Deals back 
on agenda 
after pause

Dealmaking rebounded in the
third quarter after a lull caused by
the pandemic, official figures
show.

There were 273 completed deals
involving British companies in the
three months to the end of Sep-
tember, up from 176 in the second
quarter but down from 435 a year
earlier, according to the Office for
National Statistics.

The emergence of Covid-19 in
February and March led to a sharp
slowdown in takeovers as compa-
nies sought to shore up their finan-
ces and adapt to lockdown meas-
ures. Widespread travel restric-
tions in response to the pandemic
also stifled dealmaking.

However, there has been a flurry
of activity since the summer as
company executives seek to
bolster their businesses in prepara-
tion for a post-pandemic world.
Private equity firms are also cir-
cling cheap companies left vulner-
able by the economic downturn.

Ben Martin

ALAMY

H
onda has 
warned that
potential parts

shortages may result 
in the Japanese 
carmaker needing to 
temporarily halt 
production at its 
Swindon factory 
(Robert Miller writes).

“While a number of
measures are being 
taken to mitigate any 
disruption, there could 
be a temporary pause 
to production,” the 
company said. A 
spokesman declined to 
say whether the delays 
were related to Brexit.

Transport between
Britain and Europe is 
likely to be disrupted 
even if there is a trade 
agreement before the 
transitional 
arrangements expire 
at the end of the year. 

Carmaker 
warns of 
shortages

Honda will shut 
its Swindon 
plant next year, 
despite unions 
protesting 
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The missing money is 
not hiding down the 
back of the Bank’s sofa

The ‘missing’ £50 billion in notes is 
busy fuelling the black economy

V
accines are starting to be
rolled out and many of us
are begining to feel more
positive about the future,
but that optimism cannot

be shared by some retailers. 
Blaming lockdowns and saying 

that Covid-19 has merely speeded up 
an inevitable and permanent switch 
from in-store to online shopping is 
not merely to oversimplify a 
complex issue, it’s also wrong. All we 
can say confidently about the 
increase in online shopping during 
lockdown is that the shops were 
shut. Anyone who thinks that 
shopping in person is over or 
outdated would be naive. 

At Primark, we wanted to 
understand better what was 
happening, so we commissioned our 
own opinion research. Even we were 
surprised at the findings. What we 

hadn’t realised was how central 
shops are to how people feel about a 
place.

At the heart of our research was 
civic pride. People really care about 
the towns they live in. When we 
asked where people’s identity mainly 
came from, the top answer was their 
village, town or city. The state of a 
town affects how people feel about 
themselves; a declining town chisels 
away at people’s civic pride and, by 
extension, self-esteem. They are 
upset when they see graffiti and 
vandalism. 

And how do they measure that 
decline? By the number of shops 
boarded up. For a large group of 
people, shops play an important part 
in their lives. Shopping is a social 
event, a physical experience.

If the lockdowns have any silver 
lining, it has been helping us all to 
realise what really matters — 
physical connection with friends and 
family. This is why since reopening 
in England we have seen people turn 
out late at night with friends to shop 
at Primark and buy for Christmas. 
These trips are pre-planned, a 
source of fun and excitement, a 
celebration of new-found freedom to 
shop in physical surroundings. 

Further, our research shows that
“going shopping” is extremely 
important to our social lives and 
identities across demographics. It is 
true of young and old. Shopping 
matters. The question is: how can 
we help the many shops that are 
viable to survive and thrive? How do 
we bring town centres and high 
streets back to life again? Not to 
resurrect the past, but to build the 
future? 

Supporting shops in their battle to
stay open should be top of the 
levelling-up agenda. For any 
government that wants to rejuvenate 
town centres, every time a shop 
shuts an alarm bell should ring in 
Whitehall. People don’t need to see 
complex solutions. They want their 
towns to look attractive again, with 
a deep clean, a lick of paint and a lot 
of love. They want antisocial 
behaviour dealt with.

In towns that were struggling 
already, viable shops need more 
help. The government has 
recognised this and extended 
opening hours, even allowing 24-
hour shopping in the run-up to 
Christmas. The business rates 
holiday was a lifeline, but it has to be 
extended for those that still need it. 
Sunday trading laws need relaxing. 
A “zero VAT” period should be 
introduced after the vaccine rollout 
to kickstart the high street. And bus 
travel and parking charges need to 
be managed to help people to come 
into town centres. As one person in 
our focus groups suggested, it is time
for a Shop Out to Help Out scheme. 

People have missed out on the 
community events that used to bring 
them together to celebrate their 
unique towns — the firework 
displays, Eid festivals, summer fête 
and switching on of Christmas 
lights. The Levelling Up Fund should 
help to pay for events that get people 
back together once it’s safe to do so. 

What the research shows, and 
what we’ve seen in our stores and 
communities in the past week, is 
that people are desperate to see 
their towns and high streets thrive 
again, to make them places that 
people feel proud of once more. 
Funding has to be directed at 
helping a rejuvenation on our high 
streets and, in turn, lifting the spirits 
of our communities. 

David Smith Paul Marchant

A few days ago, the
Commons’ public
accounts committee
issued one of the
strangest reports in

its long history. With a press release 
headlined PAC urges Bank of England 
to investigate “missing” £50 billion of 
sterling notes, it provoked an outbreak 
of nonsense. Some clowns even 
suggested that the Bank had mislaid 
the money within its own building. 

This reminds me of a story Michael
Portillo once told me. The late David 
Evans was a Tory MP and also 
chairman of Luton Town FC. The 
manager wanted to spend £1 million 
buying a player, a lot of money in the 
1980s, so Evans got hold of £1 million 
in notes, laid it out in front of the 
manager and said: “Do you really 
want to spend that much?” He didn’t 
— and if £1 million was a large 
quantity of notes, think what 
£50 billion would look like.

So, no, £50 billion is not hiding 
down the back of the Bank of 
England sofa, but it is somewhere in 
the economy. In fact, the Bank looked 
at this in its quarterly bulletin last 
month. An article, Cash in the time of 
Covid, was partly to publicise 
scientific research that it had carried 
out to demonstrate that even large 
doses of the virus do not survive long 
on paper or polymer banknotes, 
making money safe to use.

It also addressed “the paradox of 
banknotes”. About a quarter of the 
cash in circulation is used for 
transactions. The rest, the £50 billion, 
is somewhere else. For the past 15 
years, even as the use of cash in 
transactions has declined, cash in 
circulation has increased, doubling 
between 2005 and 2017. The paradox 
has taken on a new twist during the 
pandemic, during which 
people have been 
explicitly encouraged 
to go contactless. Yet 
demand for 
banknotes has 
increased and the 
apparent gap 
between cash 
usage and notes 
in circulation has 
increased.

I do not find 
either the short-

term demand for notes surprising or 
mysterious — and neither does the 
Bank — and I do not find the long-
term increase odd, either. Let me take 
them in turn.

Why should demand for notes have
increased? Many people, including 
me, will have experienced a feature of 
the pandemic, that you shop on 
behalf of older people. You pay with a 
card and that is the measured 
transaction. They reimburse you in 
notes and that transaction is not 
recorded. After being reimbursed, you 
have more cash than you are used to 
holding and the process goes on. You 
keep paying with a card, they keep 
topping up your cash reserves.

There are other Covid factors. For a
typical cash machine, an ATM, cash 
withdrawals may be steady during the 
week, building up to a crescendo on 
Friday and Saturday nights, by which 
time they are emptied. During the 
coronavirus outbreak, the withdrawal 
rate is much slower and the average 
level of cash in each ATM is higher 
than usual. Add to this the fact, which 
pre-dates the pandemic, that many 
ATMs have been closed, as have bank 
branches, so when people, 
particularly in rural areas, take the 
trouble to make a withdrawal, they 
take out enough to last them some 
time. Their average cash holdings, 
again, are greater.

There are other Covid effects, 
identified by the Bank. The 
emergency means that people want 
more precautionary, or contingency, 
holdings of cash. Businesses paid in 
cash have had fewer opportunities to 
deposit it, given restricted bank 
opening hours. Amid the uncertainty, 
retailers may be operating with higher 
floats than usual.

The Covid paradox is not much of a
paradox then. What about

longer-term demand for
banknotes? Ten years

ago George Osborne
announced an
increase in VAT
from 17.5 per cent
to 20 per cent,
effective from the
start of 2011. It
completed a

rollercoaster ride
for the tax, which

had been
temporarily cut to

15  per cent during the
financial crisis.

It also provided a boost for

the “hidden” or black economy. For 
people buying household services, a 
20 per cent addition to the bill in the 
form of VAT was something to avoid. 
Many could do so blamelessly, not 
knowing whether a tradesman should 
be charging them VAT or not. The 
government commissioned the Office 
for Tax Simplification to look at the 
turnover threshold for VAT, which at 
£85,000 is the highest in Europe. It 
recommended changes, including 
lowering the threshold, and warned 
that the existing threshold led to a 
suspiciously large bunching of 
turnovers just below £85,000.  
However, nothing has been done.

Research for HM Revenue & 
Customs in 2017 suggested that 
roughly 5 per cent of people were 
operating in the hidden economy. The 
Institute of Economic Affairs suggests 
something larger; between 9 per cent 
and 12 per cent of gross domestic 
product, or roughly £200 billion. 
Quite a bit of that missing £50 billion 
of cash is in the black economy.

It is in people’s homes for another
reason, too, which should be good for 
safe manufacturers, though not for 
the banks. If you wanted to develop a 
scenario in which people would not 
put their money in the bank, you 
would first have a banking crisis that 
provoked widespread mistrust, then 
you’d have ultra-low interest rates.

Irwin Stelzer, my Sunday Times 
colleague, jokes that economic 
forecasters use decimal points to show
they have a sense of humour. In 
which case, I can only think that 
when banks offer an interest rate of 
0.01 per cent on deposit accounts, 
they are demonstrating what splendid 
jokers they are.

When central bankers discuss 
negative interest rates, one of the 
things that holds them back is that 
under such circumstances holding 
cash would be more attractive than 
putting it on deposit. I have news for 
them. With a Bank Rate of 0.1 per 
cent and lower rates on savings, we 
are already there.

The £50 billion of “missing“ 
banknotes isn’t really missing at all. 
And whatever has 
been happening this 
year, we are a very 
long way from a 
cashless society. 

‘‘

’’David Smith is Economics Editor of 
The Sunday Times
david.smith@sunday-times.co.uk

Paul Marchant is chief executive of
Primark. Katherine Griffiths is away

Anyone who thinks that 
shopping in person is over 
or outdated would be naive

‘People miss the events 
that used to bring them 
together to celebrate 
their unique towns ’
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Providing gear for pop-up coronavirus
testing stations and renting equipment
to online shopping warehouses drove a
powerhouse performance by Ashtead
yesterday.

Strong trading in Britain, albeit a
relatively small part of the Anglo-

Investor peers into Future 
bid and does not approve
Ben Martin Senior City Correspondent

The £544 million takeover of Goco by
Britain’s biggest magazine publisher
faces an investor backlash after a
leading shareholder in the group behind
Gocompare said that it would oppose
the deal.

Polygon, a hedge fund, holds a 5 per
cent stake in Goco, making it one of the
biggest shareholders behind Sir Peter
Wood, who is the group’s largest inves-
tor with a near-30 per cent stake.

Bechara Nasr, of Polygon, told
Bloomberg yesterday that Future’s
cash-and-shares offer undervalued the
company. The fund manager said Goco
was “worth 150p before taking into
account any control premium”.

Goco needs the backing of 75 per cent
of its shareholders at a forthcoming
vote for the deal to go through. Sir Peter
has pledged his support.

Future took the market by surprise

when its recommended offer for Goco
was revealed a fortnight ago. The
magazine group’s share price dropped
by 16.7 per cent on the day the bid was
announced. It closed last night at £17.42,
down 1.6 per cent, below the £19.62 level
before the deal was unveiled.

This has eroded the value of Future’s
offer. While the bid originally valued
Goco at £594 million, or 136p a share, it
now has a price tag of about £544 mil-
lion, or 124½p a share. Goco shares
closed yesterday at that level, down 1½p,
or 1.3 per cent.

Under Zillah Byng-Thorne, 46, its
chief executive, Future has been acquis-
itive but Goco is its biggest takeover at-
tempt. A Future spokesman said: “The
board believes that the combination
between Future and Goco Group will
create substantial value for both sets of
shareholders.” Goco said: “The inde-
pendent directors continue to unani-
mously recommend the transaction.”

Ashtead powers ahead after 
passing its coronavirus test 
Robert Lea Industrial Editor American plant hire empire, plus

strong income and earnings in its
heartlands in the United States sent the
FTSE 100 company’s shares to all-time
highs. The stock is now changing hands
at prices 40 per cent higher than before
the pandemic.

Indeed, Ashtead is the top-perform-
ing stock in the FTSE 100 over the past

ten years, during which time its shares
have gone from less than £1 to the
£33.56 they reached in morning trad-
ing. They fell back slightly to close on
£33, still a rise of 71p, or 2.2 per cent, on
the day.

Ashtead was originally a British
company, but now 90 per cent of its
business is concentrated in America,

where it trades under the Sunbelt
name, after spending 30 years buying
up rivals.

In the six months to the end of
October, it reported a 4 per cent drop in
rental revenues to £2.3 billion. Pressure
on margins led to pre-tax profits falling
more than a fifth to £538 million. The
interim dividend remains at 7.15p a
share. 

However, investors were excited by
the performance from August to
October, which exceeded expectations,
and the board’s indication that analysts
should raise their full-year forecasts.
The UK stood out, with underlying
operating profits edging ahead to
£86 million on revenues 6 per cent
higher at £272 million.

Ashtead is Britain’s largest provider
of traffic cones, which, along with
portable tower lights, mobile power
generators and signage, have been sup-
plied to 300 testing stations. In normal
times, the company does negligible
work for the Department of Health and
Social Care; this year, the spending
splurge ordered by Matt Hancock, the
health secretary, has meant that it
accounts for a fifth of British revenues.

The company’s regular infra-
structure and maintenance markets are
returning after the disruption caused
by the pandemic and it has established
new markets supplying power, air con-
ditioning and warehouse cleaning
machines for retail distribution centres.
As a result, it believes that UK growth
for the full year could increase by 20 per
cent, compared with forecasts of negli-
gible change only a few months ago. Its
workers will receive a £350 Christmas
bonus.

Brendan Horgan, 47, chief executive,
said that Ashtead was benefiting from
the long-term trend of construction
and industrial firms renting rather than
buying equipment. “Rental is a good
market when the economy is strong.
And it is a good market when there are
clouds on the horizon, too,” he said. 

Andrew Brooke, an analyst at RBC
Capital Markets, the broker, compared
his share price target of £27 with the
present level. “We continue to be big
fans of the business, but would argue it
is up with events,” he said.

Shetty calls 
in help to 
deal with 
family debts
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Ferguson redesigns 
plans for Wolseley
Robert Lea Wolseley, the 

British division 
of Ferguson, is 
starting to 
show signs of 
recovery

Sensyne drops price to get cash

The healthcare technology company
founded by Lord Drayson, the former
science and business minister, has
launched a placing substantially below
its share price and the value at which it
was floated.

Sensyne last night proposed to raise
up to £25 million through a placing at
90p a share, a 35.7 per cent discount to
its closing price yesterday and a
48.6    per cent discount to the 175p a
share when it was floated in August
2018.

The company has been rebuilding its
share price and reputation after corpo-
rate governance contentions and the
departure of several directors.

Sensyne said that the placing
would strengthen its balance sheet
for partnership discussions with
pharmaceutical and biotechnol-
ogy companies and for “general
corporate purposes”. It said
that the proceeds also would
help to expand its access to

The owner of Wolseley is rethinking its
plan to spin off and float the British
plumbing supplies company.

Ferguson said that it was committed
to getting rid of its UK operations — so
much so that it reports them as a “dis-
continued” business in its accounts —
but the mainly American plumbing
supplies group confessed yesterday
that the flotation plan appeared to
have a hole in it.

Ferguson told investors that
its “intention to separate
Wolseley UK operations by
way of a demerger into an
independent UK listed
company” did not look like
happening. It said of a plan
that it unveiled 15 months
ago: “This remains uncer-
tain in the current economic
environment and the board is
assessing other separation
options in parallel with progress
towards the demerger to facilitate the
exit of the Wolseley UK business.”

That business has been the sick man
of the Ferguson empire for some time.
In the full year to the end of July, profits
there had collapsed by 88 per cent to
£6 million from revenues down 15 per
cent to £1.65 billion. In the previous
year, Wolseley UK’s profits had
slumped by a third to £51 million from
the year before that.

Ironically, Ferguson’s plan to pull the
float comes as the business is showing a
recovery, with profits in the three
months to the end of October up from
£12 million to £18 million.

Ferguson is the FTSE 100 company
that changed its name from Wolseley to
reflect the brand of its American
businesses rather than its British
heritage. The Wolseley industrial
business traces its roots back to the
early car industry, when its marque was
one of the most sought-after in Britain.
It began morphing into an American-
led company after entering North
America in the 1980s, expanding by
acquisitions.

Its decision to reverse history and cut
away its original British operations
came after Nelson Peltz, the American
activist investor, parked his tanks on
Ferguson’s lawn in summer last year.

Alex Ralph anonymised patient datasets to about
17.5 million and allow it to enter an ex-
clusive strategic collaboration with
Phesi, a United States-based clinical
trials data company, to provide it with
access to about 13.5 million patient
records from about 320,000 trials. Sen-
syne said this would boost its “ability to
market an enhanced offering to the
pharmaceutical and biotechnology in-
dustry”.

Sensyne, based in Oxford, seeks to
use artificial intelligence to analyse
anonymised patient data and to work
with pharmaceuticals companies to
discover medicines.

It has access to anonymised data for
millions of patients in Britain after

striking agreements with NHS trusts.
Directors and senior bosses
plan to take part in the placing,
contributing about £364,000.
Sensyne said that it also was
proposing an open offer to
raise up to £2.5 million for
shareholders who did not
take part.

Lord Drayson, a 
minister under 
Gordon Brown, set 
up Sensyne in 2018 

Start-up makes 
quantum leap
A British start-up has secured the
largest investment in a quantum com-
puting software business this year and
has claimed that the technology could
change how computers understand
language (James Hurley writes). 

Cambridge Quantum Computing
has closed a $45 million funding round
from backers including IBM Ventures,
the start-up investment division of the
technology group. 

The company, founded in 2014, aims
to build tools to aid the commercialisa-
tion of quantum technology, such as
quantum software and cybersecurity.
Ilyas Khan, 58, its chief executive, said
that businesses were starting to appre-
ciate “just how significantly quantum
computing will impact their opera-
tions”. Yesterday it published a joint
scientific study with Oxford University,
which concluded that quantum com-
puters would be able to understand
human language better than any
previous technology could manage.

ANDREW PARSONS/I-IMAGES

T
he founder of NMC
Health and Finablr,
the former FTSE 350
private healthcare and

foreign exchange companies 
that are embroiled in fraud 
claims, has brought in a 
restructuring expert to 
manage the family’s exposure 
(Alex Ralph writes).

Bavaguthu Raghuram 
Shetty, 78, above, an Indian-
born pharmacist-turned-
entrepreneur, BRS Ventures, 
the family investment vehicle, 
and Binay Shetty, 37, Mr 
Shetty’s son and BRS 

Ventures’ chief executive, also 
above, have retained Duff & 
Phelps.

Richard Clarke, who leads
Duff & Phelps’ restructuring 
business in the region, will 
help the family to deal with 
financial liabilities, including 
exposure to Mr Shetty’s 
personal guarantees on NMC 
and Finablr debts. BRS 
Ventures, based in Abu 
Dhabi, has interests in 
healthcare, pharmaceuticals, 
financial services, hospitality 
and tea.

Alvarez & Marsal, 

appointed administrator of 
NMC in April, is investigating 
alleged fraud for creditors. 
NMC, the largest private 
healthcare provider in the 
United Arab Emirates, fell 
into turmoil after Muddy 
Waters, a San Francisco-
based short-seller, raised 
concerns about its accounting 
and governance. Finablr, a 
foreign exchange group and 
the former owner of Travelex, 
is embroiled in alleged fraud 
after it discovered about 
$1 billion of undisclosed debt 
this year.

Mr Peltz, 78, demanded a shake-up and
in three months Ferguson announced
plans to hive off and float Wolseley.

Leaving out the UK operations, Fer-
guson reported a strong return to form
in its first quarter, with a 12 per cent rise
in profits to $504 million from revenues
up 3 per cent at $5.3 billion.

“The business has shown its resil-
ience, strong management and ‘quality’
credentials throughout Covid-19,”

James Rowe, at Barclays, said, “but it
remains positioned to benefit

from the cyclical recovery to
come once vaccines are rolled
out. Residential grew at high
single digits in the first quar-
ter, with growth in new
housing starts, construc-
tion, RMI [repair, main-
tenance and improvement]
and HVAC [heating, venti-

lation and air-conditioning].
We see this growth supported

over at least the next year.”
Ferguson’s shares rose 26p, or

0.3 per cent, to £85.06.
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Energy network companies will be
allowed to charge households more
than initially planned in the next five
years after the regulator conceded
ground in a battle over spending and
profits.

However, although shares in both
National Grid and SSE, the FTSE 100
network operators, rose after the
announcement by Ofgem yesterday,
SSE said that it was very disappointed
and that the companies kept open the
option to appeal to the competition

Oil and gas companies must accept the
“realities of life” and become “wholly
different businesses” if they are to
maintain their position in the economy,
Britain’s climate advisers have said.

Lord Deben, chairman of the
Committee on Climate Change, an
independent non-departmental public
body, suggested that investors may
decide that companies that were “still
hanging on to the old-fashioned views,
like for example Exxon Mobil, are not
places that you want to invest”. The
giant American oil company is seen by
its critics as being a laggard on climate
change.

In a report mapping a pathway to
achieving Britain’s goal of carbon
neutrality by 2050, the committee
forecasts that demand for oil in the UK
will fall by 85 per cent, with residual use
mainly for jet fuel, the emissions from
which would need to be offset. Natural
gas demand is set to decline by 70 per
cent, it says, with residual use in power
generation and industry utilising
technology to capture carbon emis-
sions. 

The oil and gas industry is wrestling
with its future role in a greener eco-
nomy and while some companies, such
as BP and Shell, have set their own net-
zero targets, others have been more

Watchdog backs down in battle   
Emily Gosden Energy Editor watchdog and demand a more generous

deal. 
Network companies’ spending on

gas pipelines and electricity cables is
funded through levies on energy bills
that are determined by Ofgem in multi-
year “price control” settlements. The
regulator said yesterday that a typical
household should pay £10 less in real
terms in these bills, which should fall to
£149 from next year. Under the draft
plans issued in July, however, the saving
was to be £20.

The regulator said that it had given
approval for £30 billion of investment

from 2021 to 2026, up from £25 billion in
July, after companies provided “much
better evidence” to justify their plans. A
further £10 billion or more of invest-
ment in green projects to support
Britain’s net-zero goal could be
approved during the next five years.

Ofgem said that companies should
be allowed to deliver higher returns to
investors, with a proposed return on
equity of 4.3 per cent, up from 3.95 per
cent proposed in the summer. That,
though, is still almost 40 per cent lower
than under the present price control.

The regulator and the network com-

panies have been at loggerheads since
July, when Ofgem said that it would
disallow £8 billion of proposed
spending plans. National Grid, which
suffered the biggest cuts, claimed that
the proposals put Britain at risk of
blackouts.

Ofgem has now relented on £4 billion
of these cuts and has allowed a further
£1 billion of other spending. It said that
it had received 20,000 pages of addi-
tional documents from companies to
justify their proposed investments. 

However, a senior source at one
network company claimed that the
change reflected that Ofgem’s draft
price control had been “riddled with
errors and mistakes” that had now been
rectified.

Network companies are hoping that
Ofgem will relent further on the
returns they can make for investors. A
similar system of price controls oper-
ates in the water sector and water com-
panies appealed to the Competition
and Markets Authority after Ofwat,
their regulator, proposed cutting their
returns. In a draft ruling in September,
the authority sided with the water com-
panies and proposed a level of returns
higher than Ofgem is proposing for
energy networks. 

SSE said that it was “very dis-
appointed that Ofgem had not fully
reflected the robust evidence, particu-
larly that from the CMA provisional
findings” on the water sector in setting
energy network returns.

Jonathan Brearley, chief executive of
Ofgem, said that the costs of investing in
greener networks “must fall fairly for
consumers” and that it was “reducing
the amount paid to shareholders so they
are closer to current market levels”.

Network companies have until March
to decide whether to appeal to the CMA,
which is expected to issue a final deci-
sion on the water case in February. 

Shares in National Grid rose by 12¼p,
or   1.4 per cent, to 872¼p yesterday, while
those of SSE added 39½p, or 2.9 per
cent,   to £14.03. Operators want to invest more in their 

Companies ‘must move 
away from oil and gas’
Emily Gosden bullish about the long-term future for

hydrocarbons.
Chris Stark, chief executive of the

committee, said that there would need
to be “diminishing production of oil and
gas throughout the world” to tackle
climate change and it was “not compat-
ible with that kind of trajectory for us to
continue to explore for oil and gas for-
ever”. The committee said that Britain’s
oil and gas sector would be “heavily
affected” by a global move to carbon
neutrality and companies could shift
toward “offshore renewables, carbon-
capture usage and storage and hydro-
gen”.

The committee’s report also says that
sweeping changes are needed in the
electricity sector and in industry, with
the total decarbonisation of power
generation by 2035 meaning that gas
could be burnt only if carbon emissions
were captured.

Mr Stark said that the committee saw
a role for new nuclear plants in the
future power mix. Its central scenario
projects that by 2050 “we’re producing
roughly the same amount of nuclear
power as is produced today”, with about
ten gigawatts of capacity. With most
existing nuclear plants due to retire,
that implies space for two further new
plants beyond the 3.2GW Hinkley
Point plant that is under construction
in Somerset. 
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  over energy bills for households
Q&A

Which companies are 
affected?
National Grid owns gas 
and electricity 
transmission networks 
and the electricity system 
operator. SSE and 
Scottish Power, part of 
Iberdrola, of Spain, own 
electricity transmission 
networks. The gas 
distribution networks are 
run by Cadent, Northern 
Gas Networks, SGN and 
Wales & West Utilities
What will the investment 
pay for?
The £30 billion to 
£40 billion covers 
maintenance to pipeline 
and cabling networks and 
new projects to upgrade 
networks to cope with 
the shift to green energy. 

For example, there is 
spending for preparatory 
work on new cables to 
bring Scottish wind 
power south to England 
How much do 
households pay?
Levies to fund energy 
networks make up about 
£250 of a typical annual 
household energy bill. Of 
this, about £159 goes to 
fund the companies that 
are subject to this 
regulatory settlement. 
Ofgem said this should 
fall to £149 from next 
year, excluding inflation, 
but return to today’s level 
in real terms by 2026
What about the other 
networks?
The rest of the network 
charges on a typical bill 
are for electricity 
distribution networks, 
which are subject to a 
separate price control 
settlement from 2023 

energy networks and to return more cash to investors, but they have been at loggerheads with the regulator and have even warned of blackouts 

PAUL ROGERS FOR THE TIMES

The Duke of Westminster’s property
company has pledged to invest £90 mil-
lion in refitting its historic London
estate to cut carbon emissions.

Grosvenor Britain & Ireland, which
owns 300 acres in the upmarket dis-
tricts of Mayfair and Belgravia, said
that it would reduce energy use and
greenhouse gas emissions from the
estate by more than 70 per cent.

It plans to refit more than a thousand
shops, offices and homes over the next

ten years. Measures include replacing
55 gas boilers and installing double
glazing and wall insulation in proper-
ties in areas such as Eaton Square and
Motcomb Street in Belgravia. 

An estimated 40 per cent of global
emissions come from the built environ-
ment, mostly from heating. In London,
buildings account for 78 per cent of
emissions and the figure is even higher
in Westminster, in the centre of the
capital, at 85 per cent.

The Greater London Authority has
estimated that 80 per cent of the
city’s  building stock is likely to still be in

85%
Proportion of Westminster’s emissions 
that come from buildings

Grosvenor pledges £90m to cut estate emissions
Louisa Clarence-Smith
Property Correspondent

place in 2050, requiring a focus on
improving the energy efficiency of
existing buildings to cuts costs and
carbon emissions. 

Listed buildings and conservation
areas are excluded from some govern-
ment standards on emissions. However,
buildings that are not adapted risk
obsolescence.

James Raynor, 47, chief executive of
Grosvenor Britain & Ireland, said: “Cli-
mate change is the single biggest risk to
our business and society. To build
climate resilience and future-proof our
portfolio, we must fundamentally
transform how we operate, develop and
manage places.”

The company holds property for the
Duke of Westminster, who at 29 is
Britain’s youngest billionaire and the
world’s richest person under 30. 

It has committed to reducing its
emissions to zero by 2030, bringing its
2019 total of 59,100 tonnes of carbon
dioxide down to 28,600 tonnes or less
by the end of the decade. 

Any further emissions that cannot be
reduced will then be offset. Since April,
Grosvenor has introduced “green lease
clauses” with retail and office tenants
under which the loandlord procures
100 per cent renewable energy for
occupiers at competitive prices. 

Tor Burrows, Grosvenor’s executive
director of sustainability and innova-
tion, said: “Success is only possible by
working side-by-side with our tenants,
suppliers and communities.”

Debenhams store sold to residential developer

One of Debenhams’ largest 
stores has been sold to a 
luxury residential developer 
in the latest sign of the 
changing composition of 
Britain’s high streets (Louisa 
Clarence-Smith writes).

Native Land, based in 
London, bought the store in 
Guildford, Surrey, right, for 
£20 million from M&G Real 
Estate, The Times has learnt.

The developer said that it
would explore a range of 
uses for the 1960s building, 
including homes for sale and 
rent, alongside mixed retail 
and offices on the ground 
floor.

Debenhams, which is in 
administration, occupies the 
building on a long lease with 
a break option in 2021. Mike 
Ashley’s Frasers Group is in 
talks to rescue the retailer, 
which is on course to be 
liquidated in the new year. 
However, it is understood 
that he would seek to retain 
only 30 of its 124 stores.

Store closures would have
a drastic impact on town 
centres that rely on 
Debenhams as an anchor 

tenant to drive shopper 
numbers.

Native Land said that it 
hoped to identify 
opportunities in 
“fundamentally strong” 
towns and cities rethinking 
the future of their high 
streets. Alasdair Nicholls, 57, 
chief executive, said: “The 
store in Guildford is a perfect
opportunity to unlock the 
potential of land and 
buildings to revitalise urban 
neighbourhoods.” 

Native Land, which was 
founded in 2003, previously 
has focused on building 
luxury residential schemes 
in London.
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Insolvencies warning

Begbies Traynor has warned of a 
big increase in insolvency levels 
once short-term support 
measures for businesses end. The 
Manchester-based insolvency 
specialist reported a fall in half-
year pre-tax profit to £500,00 
from £1.9 million previously due 
to acquisition charges. It expects 
annual results to be in line with 
forecasts due to a pick-up in work 
as businesses struggle once help 
from the government is 
withdrawn. The interim dividend 
was lifted by 11 per cent to 1p. The 
shares closed down 3.6 per cent, 
or 3½p, at 90p. 

Equitable Life petition 

The Treasury is under pressure to 
disclose the methodology it used 
to compensate victims of the 
Equitable Life collapse after 140 
MPs signed a petition calling for 
an inquiry into the payment of 
£1.5 billion. Campaigners say that 
£4.1 billion of losses were incurred 
when the insurer closed its doors 
20 years ago after a hole was 
uncovered in its finances. A 
million policyholders remain out 
of pocket. The Treasury has said 
that the compensation scheme 
was transparent.

Fashion seller for sale

An online fashion retailer has put 
itself up for sale. The Lancashire-
based Studio Retail, previously 
named Findel, said that it would 
begin a strategic review as it 
announced improved half-year 
sales and profits. A sale of the 
group is one option under 
consideration, it said. It made the 
move after Frasers Group, which 
owns about 37 per cent of the 
company, said that Studio Retail 
was “misunderstood by the 
market and as a consequence, 
significantly undervalued”. 

Investors pursue Anglo

Small investors who lost money 
when Sirius Minerals was taken 
over by Anglo American are 
investigating whether they can 
pursue a legal claim over their 
losses. The Yorkshire fertiliser 
mine developer collapsed after 
struggling to secure funding and 
was bought for £405 million. 
Sharesoc, which advises small 
investors, is to review “the 
potential for legal claims” and 
allegations that Sirius misled 
investors over its financial health. 
Anglo declined to comment. 

profits and share price has further to 
go.

The group was created in 1989 
after a merger of Hemsley & Co 
Securities with Raphael Zorn. Alex 
Ham, 38, and Ross Mitchinson, 42, 
run the company as its co-chief 
executives.

Revenues at its capital markets 
business were up 59.3 per cent to 
£77 million, boosted by a spate of 
Numis clients using its services to 
raise cash. This more than offset an 
11.4 per cent fall in advisory revenues 
to £11.1 million after the pandemic 
curtailed mergers and acquisitions. 
Its smaller equities business, which 
lifted revenue by 42.5 per cent to 
£53.2 million, was helped by a 

trebled to £37.1 million in the 12 
months to the end of September 
from revenues that were up 38.8 per 
cent at £154.9 million. As a result, 
bonuses for Numis employees are up, 
propelling staff costs at the business 
to £76 million, from £53.6 million a 
year earlier.

Investors in the company also 
have benefited. Shares in the group 
started the year at 299p and 
although they dropped to as low as 
167p during the depths of the 
coronavirus slump, they have 
rebounded impressively, a 2½p, or 
0.7  per cent, drop yesterday leaving 
them still at 341½p. The decision now 
is whether the increase in business 
that has lifted Numis’s revenues, 

I t’s been a bumper year for Numis
— and its staff (Ben Martin 
writes). The Covid-19 outbreak 

has led to a boom in business for the 
independent investment bank and 
stockbroker, as companies have 
scrambled to raise cash either to 
strengthen their finances or to take 
advantage of opportunities thrown 
up by the pandemic. Numis has 
ridden a wave in stock market 
trading, too, as investors sought to 
position their portfolios this year. 
And, as a result, pre-tax profits 

Tempus
Buy, sell or hold: today’s best share tips

It’s time to talk about Toscafund’s bid

T
he steal of the decade, or a
willing bidder ending a
struggling company’s
difficult life on the stock
market? Either way, the

debate about the proposed takeover 
of Talktalk Telecom is not going 
away (Miles Costello writes). After 
the deadline for acceptances of 
Toscafund’s take-private proposal 
was extended again, shareholders 
have just over a week to decide what 
to do if a formal bid comes. 

Talktalk was set up in 2003 by Sir
Charles Dunstone, 56, as part of his 
Carphone Warehouse mobile phones 
retailer, before being spun out as a 
separate entity in 2010. It provides 
mobile, landline and television 
services and has more than four 
million customers, but more recently 
has been trying to build up its share 
of the broadband market. Sir Charles, 
who is executive chairman, remains 
the largest shareholder, with a stake 
of 29.86 per cent, according to data 
from Refinitiv. He is followed by 
Toscafund, the hedge fund investor, 
which has a stake of 29.52  per cent, 
so between them they control nearly 
60 per cent of the business (arguably 
a warning sign for minority owners). 

At issue is a 97p-a-share cash 
proposal made by Toscafund in early 
October, which the company’s 
management has agreed to discuss. 
Due diligence is continuing and the 

latest extension by the Takeover 
Panel expires on December 17. What 
sticks in the craw of some observers 
is that Toscafund made an offer in 
the summer of last year at 135p a 
share that was rejected on price and 
value grounds. 

So what of the latest putative offer?
Well, the second proposal came at a 
16.4 per cent premium to the 

undisturbed share price the day 
before it was received. That’s not 
really saying much: the shares were 
changing hands for about 400p just 
over five years ago, before Talktalk 
was laid low by a cyberattack that 
cost it more than 100,000 customers. 
Since the proposal was received, the 
shares have been both above and 
below 97p and yesterday were up ¼p, 
or 0.3 per cent, at 95¾p. 

According to Jerry Dellis, an 
analyst at Jefferies, the best way to 
value a telecoms group is to use a 
variation of the traditional ratio of 
share price to earnings. He uses 
enterprise value — or Talktalk’s debt 
and equity combined — divided by 
its operating free cashflow, effectively 

Turnaround turmoil
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profits before tax and exceptional 
items, minus capital expenditure. 
Based on that metric, Jefferies finds 
that 97p a share values Talktalk at 
11.5 times its 2022 forecasts, a clear 
discount to the 13.5 times at which 
the European telecoms sector trades. 
Mr Dellis and his team reckon that it 
would take an offer of about 130p to 
value the group in line with its 
European counterparts. 

Would that it were so simple. As 
Mr Dellis points out, Talktalk has an 
unfortunate record of regularly 
incurring substantial exceptional 
costs, which can distort forecasts. In 
2018, for example, having warned 
about its profits, the group took a 
£97 million hit to cover restructuring 
costs. Shareholders won’t forget that 
it also lowered its guidance, cut the 
dividend and turned to investors for 
a £200 million capital-raising.

So there’s the rub. This is a 
company in mid-turnaround, facing 
the prospect of having to pay BT’s 
Openreach higher wholesale prices 
under a new regulatory regime but 
with no guarantee that it can 
successfully charge its own customers 
more. James Congdon, global co-
head of Quest, a division of 
Canaccord Genuity, has had Talktalk 
on his “sell” list for three years and, 
with debts approaching £1 billion, 
reckons it may be best for Toscafund 
to remove it from the public market 
and fix it quietly. He may be right, 
but it doesn’t follow that shareholders 
should have to sell on the cheap, 
which this bid would mean. If it 
comes, they should reject it.

ADVICE Reject bid

WHY At the proposed level, 

the likely bid clearly 

undervalues Talktalk and its 

prospects for a turnaround

fourfold increase in trading revenues 
to £16 million. 

While the pace of fundraisings in
the wider market is tailing off, M&A 
and flotation activity is reviving. 
Since the year-end, Numis’s equities 
business has been buoyed by Covid-
19 vaccine breakthroughs, which 
triggered frenetic trading activity in 
markets last month. Even if the 
forthcoming months are not as busy 
as its past year, there is still plenty of 
business for Numis to go after.

ADVICE Hold

WHY Outlook remains bright 

talktalk telecom

Market value 
£1.1bn

PE ratio 15.4x
Div yield 2.6%

numis

Final dividend 
6.5p

Market cap 
£357.1m

Commodities
ICIS pricing (London 7.30pm)

Crude Oils ($/barrel FOB)

Brent Physical 48.70 +0.05
BFOE(Mar) 48.95 +0.05
BFOE(Feb) 48.93 +0.01
WTI(Mar) 45.80 -0.15
WTI(Feb) 45.96 -0.13

Products ($/MT)

Spot CIF NW Europe (prompt delivery)

Premium Unld
Gasoil EEC
3.5 Fuel Oil
Naphtha

ICE Futures

Gas Oil

Dec 402.00-401.75 Mar 410.00-409.50
Jan 405.00-404.75 Apr 411.25-411.00
Feb 407.50-407.25 Volume: 653429

Brent (9.00pm)

Feb 48.92-48.91 May 48.92-48.90
Mar 48.88-48.87 Jun 48.92-48.90
Apr 48.90-48.88 Volume: 1676605

LIFFE

Cocoa

Dec 1724-1600 Mar 1668-1654
Mar 1750-1748 May 1705-1651
May 1710-1705 Jul 1720-1630
Jul 1694-1671
Sep 1676-1660
Dec 1670-1660 Volume: 64334

RobustaCoffee

Jan 1325-1322 Sep 1391-1381
Mar 1345-1343 Nov 1416-1400
May 1367-1352
Jul 1389-1361 Volume: 12438

White Sugar (FOB)

Reuters Oct 385.20-380.70
Dec 388.10-372.50

Mar 396.80-396.60 Mar 386.80-382.40
May 392.30-391.40 May 384.80-380.00
Aug 387.90-385.90 Volume: 46465

PRICES

Major indices
New York
Dow Jones 30173.88 (+104.09)
Nasdaq Composite 12582.77 (+62.83)
S&P 500 3702.25 (+10.29)

Tokyo
Nikkei 225 26467.08 (-80.36)

Hong Kong
Hang Seng 26304.56 (-202.29)

Amsterdam
AEX Index 616.59 (+0.39)

Sydney
AO 6922.20 (+13.30)

Frankfurt
DAX 13278.49 (+7.49)

Singapore
Straits 2825.63 (+0.12)

Brussels
BEL20 3692.34 (-5.22)

Paris
CAC-40 5560.67 (-12.71)

Zurich
SMI Index 10394.10 (+18.72)

DJ Euro Stoxx 50 3525.87 (-4.21)

London
FTSE 100 6558.82 (+3.43)

FTSE 250 19870.49 (-59.24)

FTSE 350 3723.72 (-0.32)

FTSE Eurotop 100 2870.39 (+0.70)

FTSE All-Shares 3695.13 (-0.67)

FTSE Non Financials 4433.90 (+5.27)

techMARK 100 6129.91 (-49.92)

Bargains n/a

US$ 1.3371 (+0.0016)

Euro 1.1038 (+0.0015)

£:SDR 0.98 (+0.00)

Exchange Index 77.55 (-0.93)

Bank of England official close (4pm)

CPI 109.05 Oct (2015 = 100)

RPI 294.30 Oct (Jan 1987 = 100)

RPIX 290.10 Jun (Jan 1987 = 100)

Morningstar Long Commodity 517.47 (-0.62)

Morningstar Long/Short Commod 3784.64 (+13.82)

London Financial Futures
Period Open High Low Sett Vol Open Int

Long Gilt Dec 20 135.52 135.67 135.37 135.70 354 7016
Mar 21 134.60 134.88 134.32 134.79 317739 461629

3-Mth Sterling Dec 20 99.970 99.975 99.965 99.975 58215 601372
Mar 21 99.985 99.990 99.970 99.985 104495 681893
Jun 21 100.01 100.02 99.990 100.01 84264 813757
Sep 21 100.03 100.04 100.01 100.03 69074 542250
Dec 21 100.04 100.05 100.02 100.03 69655 514577

3-Mth Euribor Dec 20 100.55 100.55 100.54 100.55 51781 467436
Mar 21 100.56 100.57 100.56 100.56 73176 327293
Jun 21 100.57 100.57 100.56 100.57 37769 359349
Sep 21 100.57 100.58 100.57 100.58 24952 337307
Dec 21 100.58 100.59 100.58 100.59 34783 382440

3-Mth Euroswiss Dec 20 100.80 100.80 100.79 100.80 1302 48507
Mar 21 100.80 100.80 100.79 100.80 1744 43388
Jun 21 100.80 100.81 100.79 100.80 1735 28451
Sep 21 100.80 100.80 100.79 100.80 1344 20675

FTSE100 Dec 20 6525.0 6561.0 6508.0 6554.5 84350 727029
Mar 21 6483.0 6515.5 6466.0 6512.0 8457 14754

FTSEurofirst 80 Dec 20 4832.0
Mar 21 4816.0

© 2019 Tradeweb Markets LLC. All rights reserved. 
The Tradeweb FTSE Gilt Closing Prices information contained
herein is proprietary to Tradeweb; may not be copied or 

re-distributed; is not warranted to be accurate, complete or timely; and does not constitute 
investment advice. Tradeweb is not responsible for any loss or damage that might result 
from the use of this information.
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Exchange rates
Bank buys Bank sells

Australia $ 1.975 1.717
Canada $ 1.891 1.644
Denmark Kr 8.853 7.762
Euro ¤ 1.208 1.057
Hong Kong $ 11.211 9.861
Hungary 434.907 357.809
Indonesia 21845.700 17425.300
Israel Shk 4.823 4.115
Japan Yen 151.171 130.921
New Zealand $ 2.121 1.794
Norway Kr 12.819 11.081
Poland 5.466 4.479
Russia 107.969 89.908
S Africa Rd 22.715 19.236
Sweden Kr 12.137 10.791
Switzerland Fr 1.318 1.136
Turkey Lira 11.758 10.060
USA $ 1.468 1.288

Rates for banknotes as traded by Royal Bank of 
Scotland plc yesterday

Dollar rates
Australia 1.3485-1.3486
Canada 1.2810-1.2812
Denmark 6.1451-6.1456
Euro 0.8256-0.8256
Hong Kong 7.7510-7.7515
Japan 104.14-104.15
Malaysia 4.0700-4.0750
Norway 8.7590-8.7656
Singapore 1.3380-1.3382
Sweden 8.4638-8.4701
Switzerland 0.8887-0.8889

Other Sterling
Argentina peso 108.86-108.89
Australia dollar 1.7995-1.7997
Bahrain dinar 0.5002-0.5068
Brazil real 6.8196-6.8236
Euro 1.1017-1.1018
Hong Kong dollar 10.343-10.344
India rupee 98.368-98.374
Indonesia rupiah 18570-19076
Kuwait dinar KD 0.4054-0.4076
Malaysia ringgit 5.4354-5.4421
New Zealand dollar 1.8933-1.8937
Singapore dollar 1.7854-1.7858
S Africa rand 20.022-20.035
U A E dirham 4.9028-4.9031

Money rates %
Base Rates        Clearing Banks 0.10                                 ECB Refi -0.50                                US Fed Fd 0.00-0.25

Halifax Mortgage Rate 3.74

Treasury Bills (Dis) Buy: 1 mth -0.200; 3 mth -0.075. Sell: 1 mth -0.210; 3 mth -0.140

1 mth 2 mth 3 mth 6 mth 12 mth
Interbank Rates 0.0310 0.0431 0.0324 0.0443 0.1134

Eurodollar Deps 0.06-0.26 0.07-0.27 0.08-0.28 0.11-0.31 0.18-0.38

Mkt Rates for Range Close 1 month 3 month

Copenhagen 8.1629-8.2148 8.2001-8.2013 45ds 130ds

Euro 1.1038-1.0971 1.1019-1.1014 5pr 14pr

Montreal 1.7011-1.7126 1.7093-1.7096 5pr 8pr

New York 1.3290-1.3384 1.3343-1.3345 10pr 14pr

Oslo 11.645-11.727 11.690-11.694 42pr 43ds

Stockholm 11.190-11.331 11.298-11.302 54ds 103ds

Tokyo 138.42-139.27 138.97-138.99 4ds 10ds

Zurich 1.1826-1.1906 1.1859-1.1860 10ds 27ds

Premium = pr Discount = ds

Sterling spot and forward rates

London Grain Futures

LIFFE Wheat (close £/t)

Jan 192.00 Mar unq May 189.25
Jul 196.00 Nov 158.00 Volume: 666

London Metal Exchange

(Official)

Cash 3mth Dec 21

Copper Gde A ($/tonne)

7635.0-7635.0 7647.5-7647.5 7636.5-7636.5

Lead ($/tonne)

2063.0-2063.0 2073.5-2073.5 2100.5-2100.5

Zinc Spec Hi Gde ($/tonne)

2762.5-2762.5 2791.0-2791.0 2819.0-2819.0

Alum Hi Gde ($/tonne)

1986.0-1986.0 2007.0-2007.0 2040.5-2040.5

Nickel ($/tonne)

16390.0-16390.0 16454.0-16454.0 16582.0-16582.0

Tin ($/tonne) 15mth

19128.0-19128.0 19136.0-19136.0 18951.0-18951.0

European money
deposits %
Currency

1mth 3mth 6mth 12mth
Dollar

0.13 0.20 0.29 0.55

Sterling
0.03 0.03 0.04 0.11

Euro
0.10 0.15 0.20 0.50

Gold/Precious
metals (US dollars per ounce)

Bullion: Open $1863.63

Close $1872.81-1873.03 High $1874.50

Low $1860.22

AM $1864.50 PM $1868.15

Krugerrand $1853.00-1953.00 (£1388.54-1463.47)

Platinum $1031.00 (£772.57)

Silver $24.65 (£18.47)

Palladium $2321.00 (£1739.23)

Data as shown is
for information

purposes only. No offer is made by 
Morningstar or this publication

Tesla has launched
a $5 billion 
capital-raising, its

second in three 
months, as the electric 
carmaker cashes in on 
a steep rise in its share 
price (Robert Miller 
writes).

Demand for shares 
in Tesla, which have 

risen more than 
655  per cent since 
January, has been 
fuelled by the fact the 
California-based 
company will join the 
S&P 500 index this 
month. 

The group, headed 
by Elon Musk, is bigger 
than General Motors, 
Ford and Fiat Chrysler, 
the Big Three of 
American carmaking. 

In September, Tesla
raised $5 billion to ease 
its future debt 
pressures as the 

medical journal, confirmed that the 
jab was safe and effective. 

It was a restless session for 
Intercontinental Hotels Group 
investors. The Holiday Inn owner had 
leapt by more than a quarter after 
recent positive vaccine updates, but 
Jefferies thinks that “the market has 
got ahead of itself”, especially with 
trading likely to remain “challenging” 
for a good few months yet. IHG 
shares closed 177p, or 3.6 per cent, 
lower at £47.76.

That was a minor bump compared
with the 79¾p, or 10.2 per cent, slide 
in the Energean share price, which 
fell to 705½p. That came about after 
traders reported that the largest 
shareholder, Third Point, the New 
York hedge fund, was looking to sell a 
3.4 per cent stake for £42 million.

Virgin Money rose 5½p, or 4.2 per
cent, to 135½p as Liberum claimed 
that potential synergies from its 2018 
merger with the Clydesdale and 
Yorkshire banks had been 
“underappreciated”.

FREDERIC J BROWN/AFP/GETTY IMAGES

Analysts struggle in search 
for Nike kit at Sports Direct 
Tom Howard Market report

M
uch like a pair of cheap
Slazenger socks, City
analysts think that
Frasers Group will hold
up well for a few

months, although they are worried 
that holes might start to appear soon 
after that.

The Sports Direct owner is set to 
publish its half-year results tomorrow 
and Peel Hunt, the broker, is backing 
the company to beat forecasts. Peel’s 
analysts have raised their pre-tax 
profit predictions for Frasers’ year, 
which runs until the end of April, by 
45 per cent to £179.8 million. 

“With the UK population taking 
more exercise, or sitting tracksuited at 
home, demand for athleisure has been 
very strong in general,” Jonathan 
Pritchard, a retail analyst at the 

broker, said. “This will be reflected in 
a stellar first half for Sports Direct. 
The second half will likely have 
started a little less rapidly  . . .  but we 
expect to see guidance reiterated or 
upped.”

However, this year is likely to be “as
good as it gets” for Frasers, Peel Hunt 
reckons. Having looked around Sports 
Direct stores, the analysts are 
concerned by the continued absence 
of trainers and clothing from the big 
brands, such as Nike, which have 
started to become more picky when it 
comes to choosing outlets.

Most of the Nike-branded products
that the analysts saw on their trips 
out were football training gear. 
Worryingly for investors, Peel Hunt 
notes that Frasers Group is talking up 
how it is still selling plenty of this 
“participation” product. “We seem to 
remember JJB making a big thing 
about devoting space to participation 
sports just before it went bust eight 
years ago.” Still, the market focused 
on short-term gains rather than long-

term pains as the shares rose 14p, or 
3.3 per cent, to 437¾p.

Mike Ashley, Frasers’ owner, may 
be struggling to get any decent Nike 
gear to sell, but he is doing his 
damnedest to sell Studio Retail 
Group, the mail order company in 
which Frasers has a 37 per cent. 
Studio said that after a letter from Mr 
Ashley and his team, who think the 
business is “misunderstood by the 
market”, it has decided to put itself up 
for sale. The stock zipped up 13p, or 
4.9 per cent, to 276p as investors 
wagered that a bidder might appear. 

On the wider market, the FTSE 100
nudged 3.43 points, or 0.05 per cent, 
higher to another fresh nine-month 
high of 6,558.82 as it rose for a sixth 
session in a row. The FTSE 250, 
which is more susceptible to Brexit 
nerves, dipped 59.24 points, or 0.3 per 
cent, to 19,870.49. 

Oxford Biomedica, working on the
Oxford Covid-19 vaccine alongside 
Astrazeneca, improved 28p, or 3.4 per 
cent, to 848p after The Lancet, the 

The only way is up, say analysts 
investing

The FTSE 100 got
a further leg-up
from Bank of

America yesterday as 
its analysts said that 
the index’s recent 
vaccine-driven rally 
was set to continue. 

The investment 
bank said that the 
Footsie would rise by 
a further 5 per cent in 
the “near term”, 
which would take it 
back to about the 
6,900 mark — its 
highest point since 
stock markets began 
their sharp descent in 
February, although 
still some way short of 
the 7,534 in the days 
leading up to the 
coronavirus crash. 

Bank of America’s

optimism stems from 
its belief that sterling 
will edge lower as a 
result of “high Brexit 
implementation risks 
and a deteriorating 
political backdrop”. 

A weak pound is 
generally considered 
to be a boon for the 

FTSE 100, many of 
whose constituents 
make most of their 
money overseas.

The bank’s analysts
also expect oil prices 
to continue to rise as 
access to vaccines 
paves the way for a 
recovery in demand. 
The energy sector 
accounts for about 
10 per cent of the 
index of Britain’s 
biggest publicly 
quoted companies.

Adding to the 
bullish case for the 
Footsie, the bank said 
that the eurozone 
economy was lagging 
the rest of the world, 
which tended to be a 
good indicator for 
British stocks.

Bank of America says 
sterling’s weakness will 
help the FTSE 100 

Wall Street report
Positive vaccine news drove two 
indices to record closes: the Nasdaq 
added 62.83 points, 0.5 per cent, to 
12,582.77 as the S&P 500 rose 10.29, 
or 0.3 per cent, to 3,702.25. The Dow 
Jones industrial average rose 104.09 
points, or 0.4 per cent, to 30,173.88. 

Company Change

Sirius Real Estate Stock hits record high 4.5%
Virgin Money Liberum analysts’ pick of the British challenger banks 4.2%
TP Icap Shore Capital upgrades to “buy” 4.0%
DS Smith Packaging sector lifted by strong demand for cardboard boxes 3.8%
Oxford Biomedica The Lancet confirms Oxford jab is safe and effective 3.4%
Babcock Down for fifth straight session -4.7%
Easyjet Brexit doubts and second wave worries knock travel shares -4.7%
Greencore Workers at Northampton factory reject pay offer -5.7%
C&C Eases back from nine-month high -6.0%
Energean Largest shareholder looks to offload £42 million stake -10.2%

The day’s biggest movers

Name Pre-tax figure
Profit (+) loss (-)

Dividend

Ashtead (services HY) £506m (£660m) 7.15p p Feb 3
Begbies Traynor (services HY) £0.5m (£1.9m) 1.0p p May 7
GB Group (technology HY) £14.7m (£8.5m) 3p p Jan 21
Numis (finance FY) £37.1m (£12.4m) 12p f 6.5p p Feb 12
Redde Northgate (services HY) £25.9m (£24.8m) 3.4p p Jan 29
Renew Holdings (services FY) £32.1m (£27m) 8.33p p Mar 5
Solid State (technology HY) £2.4m (£2.3m) 5.25p p Feb 19
Studio Retail (retail HY) £15m (£5m) nil
ULS Technology (technology HY) £69,000 (£2.4m) nil
6 Results in brief are given for all companies valued at more than £30 million.   f = final   p = payable

Results in brief

company expands 
production of its 
existing vehicles and 
builds new factories in 
Germany and Austin, 
Texas.

Tesla also has plans
to launch new lines of 
vehicles, including a 
“semi-truck” called the 
Tesla Semi and its 
futuristic Cybertruck.

On Wall Street last 
night the shares closed 
up 1.3 per cent, or 
$8.12, at $649.88, 
valuing the company at 
$616 billion. 

More cash in 
the back of 
the truck 
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Sell Buy +/-
Yld

%

THREADNEEDLE INVESTMENTS
Client Serv: 0800 0683000
Intermediary Serv: 0800 0684000
Institutional Shares (Class 2) (163500,000 min)

UK Oseas Earns ‡@ 108.32 … -1.65 1.47

Managed Funds

Def Eqty & Bd Acc @ 128.10 128.10 -0.10 …
Eqty & Bd Acc @ 175.00 175.00 -0.70 0.74
Mgd Income @ 73.88 73.88 -0.35 3.98

Retail Shares (Class 1)

Stg Bd Ret Inc ‡@ 63.51 … +0.26 0.75
Strat Bd Ret ‡@ 48.38 … -0.05 2.59
UK Corp Bond ‡@ 67.31 … -0.20 2.10
UK Corp Ret ‡@ 67.22 … -0.14 1.77
UK Eqty Inc Ret ‡@ 87.83 … -1.46 3.40
UK Gwth & Inc Ret ‡@ 84.10 … -0.88 …
UK Hi Yld Bd 1 ‡@ 42.54 … -0.10 …
UK Inst Acc ‡@ 153.81 … -2.16 1.28
UK Mnthly Extra Inc ‡@ 77.81 … -0.61 …
UK Mnthly Inc Ret ‡@ 63.39 … -0.58 …
UK Retail ‡@ 126.57 … -1.21 1.41
UK Sel Retail ‡@ 115.33 … -1.25 2.16
UK Smaller Cos ‡@ 396.18 … -4.25 …

For Resolution see Ignis
TU FUND MANAGERS LIMITED

British 873.50 873.50 -5.00 0.53
European 210.70 219.40 +1.00 …

Sell Buy +/-
Yld

%

High Income Acc 288.00 288.00 +0.90 3.86
UK 100 Comp Acc @ 365.40 365.40 +0.30 3.27
UK 100 Cos @ 192.80 192.80 +0.20 3.35
UK Select Pflo @ 294.60 294.60 -3.60 2.61
UK Selection Port Acc @ 575.60 575.60 -7.00 2.56
Worldwide Mgd Acc @ 892.60 892.60 +7.40 …
Wwide Mgd @ 535.10 535.10 +4.40 1.43

MORGAN STANLEY INVESTMENT MGMT LTD
Enquires: 0800 0961 962
The Morgan Stanley Funds (UK)
Class A Shares
Equity

Eur (Ex UK) Eq A Acc ‡@1310.92 … +4.24 1.25
Glob Brands A Acc ‡@ 11533.55 … -119.47 0.91
UK Eq A Acc ‡@ 1184.53 … -0.02 1.66

Fixed Income

Stg Corp Bd A Acc ‡@ 2618.35 … -3.81 2.00
UK Ind Lnkd A Acc ‡@ 1350.60 … -3.80 …
UK Long Bd A Acc ‡@ 1288.90 … … …

SANTANDER UNIT TST MGRS
08457 413002

Bal Pfolio Inc ‡@ 110.50 … +0.40 2.41
Bal Port Gwth Acc ‡@ 222.90 … -0.80 1.34
Equity Inc Inc ‡@ 199.80 … -1.40 4.22
N&P UK Gwth Inc ‡@ 182.80 … +0.10 …
Stkmkt 100 Tkr @ 209.80 209.80 -1.20 1.57
UK Growth Acc ‡@ 421.80 … -3.10 2.29
UK Growth Inc ‡@ 240.20 … -1.80 2.24

SCOTTISH MUTUAL INV MNGRS LTD
0141 248 6100

European Inc 1525.95 1609.13 -17.46 0.83
Far Eastern Inc 584.69 617.09 -0.73 …
Intl Growth Inc 380.56 400.59 +0.02 0.75
Japanese Inc 41.85 41.85 +0.43 0.56
Mutual European 2440.92 2573.27 -27.94 0.82
Mutual Far Eastern 1065.30 1124.33 -3.97 0.85
Mutual North Am 1983.00 2092.88 +6.23 0.24
Mutual UK Eq 1164.41 1228.93 -12.79 2.88
Nth American Inc 1227.65 1295.67 -7.28 …
UK Equity Inc 510.12 538.39 -5.60 2.95

SCOTTISH WIDOWS UNIT TRUST MGRS
0845 300 2244
Authorised Inv Funds (OEICs)
OEIC A Class
Managed Investment Funds

Bal Port A Acc ‡@ 227.10 … +0.70 0.54
Caut Port A Acc ‡@ 206.60 … +0.50 …
Caut Port A Inc ‡@ 151.90 … +0.40 0.87
Opps Port A Acc ‡@ 254.50 … +0.90 …
Prog Port A Acc ‡@ 246.60 … +0.80 …

Overseas Growth Investment Funds

Eur Sel Gth A Acc ‡@ 3167.00 … +2.00 …

Tracker and Specialist Investment Funds

UK Trkr A Acc ‡@ 310.10 … +1.80 2.86
UK Trkr A Inc ‡@ 165.70 … +1.20 2.93

UK and Income Investment Funds

Corp Bond A Acc ‡@ 358.70 … -1.30 1.55
Corp Bond A Inc ‡@ 137.70 … -0.70 1.57
Envir Invtr A Acc ‡@ 360.80 … -0.80 0.96
Hi Inc Bond A Ac ‡@ 249.70 … +0.10 …
Hi Inc Bond A Inc ‡@ 81.84 … +0.03 …
Hi Res A Acc ‡@ 351.60 … -0.20 3.65
Hi Res A Inc ‡@ 118.20 … -0.10 3.74
Safety Plus A Acc ‡@ 40.49 … … …
Strat Inc A Acc ‡@ 227.40 … +0.80 1.99
Strat Inc A Inc ‡@ 105.60 … +0.40 2.02
UK Gwth A Acc ‡@ 171.80 … +0.50 3.66
UK Sel Gwth A Acc ‡@ 2160.00 … -7.00 …

OEIC B Class
Tracker and Specialist Investment Funds

UK Trkr B Acc ‡@ 340.80 … +1.90 3.35
UK Trkr B Inc ‡@ 164.80 … +1.20 3.45

UK and Income Investment Funds

Corp Bond B Acc ‡@ 372.00 … -1.40 1.77
Corp Bond B Inc ‡@ 137.60 … -0.70 1.79
UK Gwth B Acc ‡@ 185.90 … +0.50 4.04
UK Sel Gwth B Acc ‡@ 2265.00 … -7.00 …

OEIC C Class
UK and Income Investment Funds

UK Gth C Inc ‡@ 120.50 … +0.50 4.79
UK Sel Gwth C Acc ‡@ 2368.00 … -8.00 …

STANDARD LIFE INVESTMENTS
0845 279 3003
Investment Funds (OEIC) - Retail Shares

AAA Inc CAT Acc ‡@ 103.30 … +0.10 1.11
AAA Inc CAT Inc ‡@ 59.40 … +0.05 1.12
AAA Income Acc ‡@ 111.50 … +0.10 1.49
Amer Eq Gth Acc ‡@ 187.90 … -1.50 …
Corp Bond Acc ‡@ 191.40 … +0.40 2.53
Corp Bond Inc ‡@ 67.67 … +0.15 2.58
Euro Eq Gth Acc ‡@ 234.60 … -2.10 …
Glb Advtg CAT Acc ‡@ 151.40 … -0.90 0.79
Glob Advtg Acc ‡@ 200.10 … -1.20 0.77
Glob Eq Uncstrd Acc ‡@ 164.90 … -1.20 0.18
Higher Inc Acc ‡@ 147.90 … … …
Higher Inc Inc ‡@ 50.07 … -0.03 …
Japan Eq Gth Acc ‡@ 126.90 … +0.10 0.17
Managed Acc ‡@ 312.40 … -2.70 0.89
Select Inc Acc ‡@ 95.96 … -0.09 …
Select Inc Inc ‡@ 55.82 … -0.05 …
UK Eq Gth Acc ‡@ 322.80 … -3.80 2.93
UK Eq Hi Alpha ‡@ 196.40 … -2.40 2.72
UK Eq Hi Inc Acc ‡@ 215.50 … -2.60 …
UK Eq Hi Inc Inc ‡@ 64.37 … -0.79 …
UK Ethical Acc ‡@ 202.70 … -2.00 …
UK Opps Acc ‡@ 279.20 … -2.40 0.01
UK Opps Inc ‡@ 253.90 … -2.10 0.02
UK Smlr Cos Acc ‡@ 930.10 … -8.30 0.47

SVS BROWN SHIPLEY FUNDS
Enquiries: 0141 222 1151

Balanced A Acc ‡@ 144.14 … +0.40 1.23
Balanced A Inc ‡@ 131.06 … +0.36 1.24
Cautious A Acc ‡@ 121.88 … +0.44 1.57
Cautious A Inc ‡@ 108.49 … +0.40 1.58
Dynamic A Acc ‡@ 335.12 … +1.18 …
Dynamic A Inc ‡@ 306.34 … +1.08 …
Growth A Acc ‡@ 353.02 … +1.54 1.14
Income A Acc ‡@ 262.08 … +0.94 …
Sterling Bond Acc ‡@ 242.37 … -0.28 3.52
Sterling Bond Inc ‡@ 97.00 … -0.11 3.61

Sell Buy +/-
Yld

%

UK Act 350 A Acc ‡@ 199.00 … -2.20 …
UK Dynamic Acc ‡@ 177.40 … -1.70 …
UK Dynamic Inc ‡@ 131.50 … -1.30 …
UK Equity A Acc ‡@ 401.90 … +0.60 3.45
UK Equity A Inc ‡@ 46.44 … +0.07 3.49
UK Eqy & Bd Inc Acc ‡@ 167.10 … -0.20 3.41
UK Eqy & Bd Inc Inc ‡@ 90.29 … -0.48 3.50
UK Higher Inc A Acc ‡@ 1132.00 … +7.00 …
UK Higher Inc A Inc ‡@ 531.30 … +2.00 …
UK Sm Cos A Acc ‡@ 580.70 … -6.40 0.88
UK Str Eq Inc A Acc ‡@ 163.20 … -2.00 …
UK Str Eq Inc A Inc ‡@ 86.91 … -1.05 …
US A Acc ‡@ 1036.00 … +25.00 …
US Sm Cos A Acc ‡@ 1138.00 … +1.00 …

JUPITER UT MGRS LTD
020 7581 3020

Absolute Return ‡@ 40.91 … -0.42 0.50
Distribution and Growth ‡@98.67 … -0.96 3.46
Emg Euro Opps ‡@ 216.46 … -0.09 3.44
Euro Special Sits ‡@ 459.29 … -1.12 …
European ‡@ 2748.79 … -2.60 …
Financial Opps ‡@ 817.63 … -3.52 …
Income Trust ‡@ 430.68 … -6.19 …
Merlin Bal (Acc) ‡@ 208.47 … +2.24 2.12
Merlin Gwth (Acc) ‡@ 480.51 … +7.21 …
Merlin Inc (Acc) ‡@ 329.93 … +2.00 2.17
Merlin Wwide (Inc) ‡@ 354.93 … +6.87 …
UK Growth ‡@ 225.30 … -1.97 0.69
UK Special Sits (Inc) ‡@ 165.44 … -2.38 1.35

LEGAL & GENERAL (UT MGRS) LTD
Enquiries: 0870 050 0955 Dealing: 0870 050 0956

Equity Acc @ 2616.00 2639.00 -8.00 2.12
Equity Dist @ 893.80 902.00 -2.70 2.15
Euro Ind Acc ‡@ 455.80 … -4.70 …
Euro Ind Inc ‡@ 310.20 … -3.10 …
Fixed Int Acc ‡@ 162.50 … +0.30 1.74
Fixed Int Dist ‡@ 79.06 … +0.14 1.76
Glob Gwth Acc @ 243.90 243.90 -1.30 1.15
Glob Health Acc ‡@ 91.70 … +1.68 0.91
Glob Tech Acc ‡@ 80.87 … +1.85 0.25

Sell Buy +/-
Yld

%

Diversified Income A Acc ‡@329.65 … -0.83 2.58
Diversified Income A Inc ‡@76.35 … -0.19 3.96
Emerging Mkts Blended Debt A Acc ‡@130.47 … -0.02 4.20
Emerging Mkts Blended Debt A Acc Gross ‡@125.82 … +0.20 4.21
Emerging Mkts Blended Debt A Inc ‡@84.96 … -0.02 5.76
Emerging Mkts Equity A Acc ‡@170.48 … -0.70 0.60
Emrg Mkts Local Curr Debt A Acc ‡@197.93 … -0.11 3.78
Emrg Mkts Local Curr Debt A Inc ‡@87.99 … -0.05 5.45
Emrg Mkts Local Curr Debt Gross I Acc ‡@220.49 … -0.05 …
Enhanced Natural Resources A Acc ‡@131.04 … -1.10 1.33
Global Bond A Acc ‡@ 139.30 … +4.03 0.82
Global Bond A Inc ‡@ 109.33 … +3.00 0.82
Global Bond I Gross Inc ‡@1167.00 … +29.78 1.25
Global Dynamic A Acc ‡@ 189.15 … -1.82 0.10
Global Energy A Acc ‡@ 163.65 … -2.64 2.16
Global Equity A Acc ‡@ 198.27 … -1.43 0.34
Global Franchise A Acc ‡@271.55 … -2.11 …
Global Free Enterprise A Acc ‡@1116.70 … -4.77 0.48
Global Gold A Acc ‡@ 216.46 … +7.96 …
Global Special Situations A Acc ‡@250.17 … -5.83 …
Global Special Situations A Inc ‡@193.50 … -4.51 0.45
Managed Growth A Acc ‡@263.60 … -0.43 …
Monthly High Income A Acc ‡@239.62 … +0.05 3.56
Monthly High Income A Inc ‡@65.34 … +0.01 4.98
Multi-Asset Protector A Acc ‡@171.59 … -0.29 …
Strategic Bond A Acc ‡@ 244.54 … +0.19 1.96
Strategic Bond A Inc ‡@ 119.47 … +0.09 3.32
Target Return A Acc ‡@ 102.03 … +0.44 0.82
Target Return A Inc ‡@ 87.63 … +0.01 0.87
UK Alpha A Acc ‡@ 2525.23 … -27.50 1.04
UK Blue Chip A Acc ‡@ 770.11 … +3.15 …
UK Smaller Companies A Acc ‡@5778.81 … -39.21 …
UK Smaller Companies A Inc ‡@5183.29 … -35.17 …
UK Special Situations A Acc ‡@1156.83 … -24.42 0.67
UK Special Situations A Inc ‡@424.60 … -8.96 0.68

For ISIS Asset Mgmt see F&C Fd Mgmt Ltd (OEICS)

JANUS HENDERSON INVESTORS

Investors Serv: 0800 832 832 Dlng: 0845 946 4646

All Stks Credit A Inc ‡@ 146.80 … +0.20 1.55
Asian Div Inc U Trst Inc ‡@94.00 … -0.72 …

Sell Buy +/-
Yld

%

European Assets Trust 113.00 113.50 +1.58 5.59

For Abbey National see Santander
For Allchurches see Ecclesiastical
ALLIANZ GLOBAL INVESTORS
Inv Serv: 020 7065 1400 Helpline: 0800 317 573

Gilt Yield A ‡@ 206.01 … +0.27 …
Strategic Bond Fund ‡@ 210.08 … +0.35 2.39
UK Corp Bond C ‡@ 104.79 … -0.78 …
UK Eqty C ‡@ 6317.26 … -14.91 3.28
UK Eqty Inc A ‡@ 274.37 … -2.88 …
UK Gwth A ‡@ 6162.34 … -47.82 1.32
UK Index A Inc ‡@ 1423.81 … -5.83 3.01
UK Mid Cap A ‡@ 5123.51 … -63.94 …

ARTEMIS FUND MGRS LTD
0800 092 2051
Authorised Inv Funds

Capital R Acc ‡@ 1549.15 … -15.25 …
Euro Opps R Acc ‡@ 91.26 … -0.48 …
Euro Opps R Inc ‡@ 85.36 … -0.46 …
European Growth R Acc ‡@314.62 … -4.92 2.05
Global Energy R Acc ‡@ 21.05 … -0.40 3.08
Global Growth R Acc ‡@ 287.27 … -2.27 1.58
Global Income R Acc ‡@ 129.01 … -0.99 3.23
Global Income R Inc ‡@ 87.84 … -0.68 3.32
Global Select R Acc ‡@ 142.03 … -0.76 …
High Income R Inc ‡@ 72.40 … -0.03 …
Income R Acc ‡@ 428.84 … -2.64 3.63
Income R Inc ‡@ 203.35 … -1.25 3.75
Monthly Dist R Inc ‡@ 66.19 … -0.38 3.53
Strategic Assets R Acc ‡@ 76.35 … -1.13 …
Strategic Bond R M Acc ‡@105.77 … … 1.88
Strategic Bond R M Inc ‡@ 58.87 … … 1.91
Strategic Bond R Q Acc ‡@105.58 … … 1.89
Strategic Bond R Q Inc ‡@ 58.78 … … 1.91
UK Growth R Acc ‡@ 605.04 … -5.11 2.19
UK Smaller Cos R Acc ‡@1537.94 … -16.02 1.85
UK Special Sits R Acc ‡@ 627.47 … -6.56 1.58

AXA FRAMLINGTON UNIT MGMT LTD
Dling: 0845 602 1952 Priv Clients: 0845 777 5511

Equity Inc ‡@ 572.40 … -2.70 …
Gilt Acc @ 201.30 211.80 +0.10 …
Gilt Inc @ 74.35 78.24 -0.39 …
Health Acc ‡@ 2510.00 … -32.00 …
Jap Smlr Co Ac @ 62.56 66.09 -0.19 …
Managed Inc ‡@ 138.30 … … 4.20
Monthly Inc Inc ‡@ 218.40 … -2.00 5.00
UK Growth Inc ‡@ 224.70 … -2.30 …
UK Select Opps Inc ‡@ 1876.00 … -20.00 0.60
UK Sml Cos Inc ‡@ 321.70 … -1.80 …

AXA FUND MANAGERS LTD
Admin & Enq 0117 989 0808
AXA Trusts

Gen Acc ‡@ 2101.00 … +6.00 2.64
Gen Inc ‡@ 1079.00 … -2.00 2.70

UK/Global Investment Companies

Euro Acc A ‡@ 234.70 … … 1.18
Extra Inc Inc B ‡@ 86.74 … +0.24 …
Global Gwth Acc R ‡@ 253.60 … -1.50 0.56
Japan Acc A ‡@ 169.50 … -0.60 1.60
Pac Gwth Acc A ‡@ 521.90 … -2.90 …

CIS UNIT MANAGERS LTD
08457 46 46 46

European Gwth ‡@ 181.70 … -1.50 0.10
Sus Leaders ‡@ 694.20 … -3.30 …
UK Growth ‡@ 562.10 … -1.40 1.27
UK Income ‡@ 200.50 … -1.00 4.32

CLOSE FUND MANAGEMENT LTD
0870 606 6402

Beacon Inv ‡ 84.88 … +0.35 0.01

Dealing: 020 7426 6232

Winchester ‡ 3346.37 … +45.52 0.85

EDENTREE INV MGMT LTD
0800 358 3010

Amity European A ‡ 273.50 … -2.90 …
Amity International A ‡ 312.00 … -1.90 0.46
Amity Sterling Bond A ‡ 106.70 … … 3.77
Amity UK A Inc ‡ 230.70 … -1.60 1.28
Higher Income A ‡ 122.90 … -0.70 4.86
UK Equity Growth A ‡ 288.90 … -1.70 1.51

F & C FUND MANAGEMENT LTD (OEICS)
Enqs: 0870 601 6183 Dealing: 0870 601 6083
Share Class 1 - Retail

Corporate Bd ‡@ 61.60 … +0.09 1.78
Emerging Mkts ‡@ 132.10 … … …
Euro Gwth & Inc 1 ‡@ 1215.00 … -5.00 …
Extra Inc Bond ‡@ 50.33 … +0.03 1.73
FTSE All-Shr Track ‡@ 373.90 … -4.50 2.44
Global Gwth SC1 ‡@ 303.10 … -1.60 …
High Inc Trst @ 12.37 13.04 -0.01 4.75
Max Inc Bond ‡@ 49.77 … +0.02 …
Multi Man Caut ‡@ 70.41 … … 3.18
Multi Man Distr ‡@ 60.44 … … 3.37
North Amer ‡@ 659.00 … -4.90 0.11
Pacific Gwth ‡@ 533.70 … -0.80 …
Strategic Bd ‡@ 208.00 … +0.20 0.71
UK Equity ‡@ 3071.00 … -40.00 1.43
UK Gwth & Inc Acc 1 ‡@ 658.50 … … …
UK Gwth & Inc Dist ‡@ 234.70 … … …
UK Smaller Cos ‡@ 996.00 … -14.00 …

FIDELITY INTERNATIONAL
Private Clnts 0800 414161 Broker Dlgs 0800 414181

Amer Spec Sits ‡@ 1701.00 … -34.00 0.01
American ‡@ 5219.00 … -59.00 …
Euro Opps ‡@ 554.20 … -4.70 …

Sell Buy +/-
Yld

%

European ‡@ 2815.00 … -23.00 …
Extra Income ‡@ 28.53 … +0.04 2.83
Glob Spec Sits ‡@ 5118.00 … -51.00 0.06
Global Focus ‡@ 2972.00 … -22.00 …
International ‡@ 149.50 … +0.20 0.08
Japan ‡@ 486.90 … -0.90 …
Moneybldr Bal ‡@ 45.72 … -0.24 3.86
Moneybldr Glob 327.60 327.60 -0.10 …
Moneybldr Gwth ‡@ 76.12 … -0.95 …
Moneybldr Inc ‡@ 38.93 … +0.08 2.57
Moneybldr UK Ind ‡@ 105.77 … -1.28 4.00
Special Sits ‡@ 3545.00 … -49.00 …
Wealthbuilder 69.75 72.18 +0.53 0.44

HALIFAX INVESTMENT FUND MGRS LTD
01296 386 386
Authorised Inv Funds
Share Class `C

Corporate Bond ‡@ 41.12 … +0.08 2.31
Ethical ‡@ 101.60 … -0.50 0.38
European ‡@ 97.30 … -1.27 1.40
Far Eastern ‡ 120.40 … -0.60 1.76
Fund of Inv Tst ‡@ 135.40 … -0.70 0.71
Intl Gwth ‡ 103.20 … -0.90 1.15
Japanese ‡ 65.47 … -0.51 1.12
North Amer ‡ 118.10 … -0.90 0.41
Smaller Cos ‡@ 107.80 … -1.50 0.48
Special Sits ‡@ 45.59 … -0.62 …
UK Equity Inc ‡@ 76.92 … -0.84 3.52
UK FTSE 100 IT ‡@ 56.74 … -0.37 2.93
UK FTSE All-S IT ‡@ 65.98 … -0.79 2.68
UK Growth ‡@ 71.86 … -0.68 2.52

HSBC GLOBAL ASSET MGMT (UK) LTD
Enq: 0845 745 6123 Dlg: 0845 745 6126 Mon-Fri 8-6
HSBC Index Tracker Investment Funds (OEIC)

Amer Ind Acc ‡@ 746.68 … -4.63 1.29
Amer Ind Inc ‡@ 612.60 … -3.80 1.31
Euro Ind Acc ‡@ 1024.11 … -9.85 …
Euro Ind Inc ‡@ 682.39 … -6.56 …
FTSE 100 Ind Acc ‡@ 219.44 … -2.56 2.92
FTSE 100 Ind Inc ‡@ 105.85 … -1.23 2.99
FTSE 250 Ind Acc ‡@ 281.39 … -5.07 2.30
FTSE 250 Ind Inc ‡@ 178.55 … -3.21 2.68
FTSE All-S Acc ‡@ 577.83 … -6.73 2.77
FTSE All-S Inc ‡@ 311.10 … -3.62 2.89
Jap Ind Acc ‡@ 141.63 … -0.37 1.76
Jap Ind Inc ‡@ 114.34 … -0.30 1.80
Pac Ind Acc ‡@ 478.31 … -2.17 …
Pac Ind Inc ‡@ 310.30 … -1.41 …

HSBC Investment Funds (OEIC) - Retail Share Class

Balanced Acc ‡@ 226.94 … -1.40 0.38
Balanced Inc ‡@ 151.95 … -0.14 …
Corp Bd Acc ‡@ 323.91 … +0.59 2.15
Corp Bd Inc ‡@ 133.77 … +0.24 2.17
Gilt & Fd Int Acc ‡@ 521.64 … +1.65 1.24
Gilt & Fd Int Inc ‡@ 78.20 … +0.25 1.28
Income Acc ‡@ 578.54 … -8.53 3.86
Income Inc ‡@ 261.01 … -3.85 4.02
Monthly Inc Acc ‡@ 286.25 … -2.81 3.57
Monthly Inc Inc ‡@ 127.09 … -1.25 3.66
UK Grth & Inc Ret B Acc ‡@119.98 … -1.77 3.33
UK Grth & Inc Ret B Inc ‡@58.04 … -0.86 3.52
UK Gth & Inc Acc ‡@ 119.98 … -1.77 3.33
UK Gth & Inc Inc ‡@ 58.04 … -0.86 3.52

HSBC Specialist Investment Funds (OEIC)

American Index Retail Acc ‡@746.68 … -4.63 1.29
American Index Retail Inc ‡@612.60 … -3.80 1.31
Asian Gth Acc ‡@ 147.77 … -0.07 …
Asian Gth Inc ‡@ 130.99 … -0.06 …
Chinese Eq Acc ‡@ 513.81 … +0.27 0.40
Chinese Eq Inc ‡@ 434.76 … +0.22 0.34
Euro Gth Acc ‡@ 850.92 … -13.32 0.47
Euro Gth Inc ‡@ 713.70 … -11.18 0.51

IGNIS ASSET MGMT
Dlg: 0141 222 8282

American Gth Inc @ 322.55 340.42 -3.34 …
Balanced Growth @ 262.17 276.69 -0.93 1.52
Balanced Growth Acc @ 393.13 414.92 -1.40 1.49
Corporate Bond ‡@ 99.69 … -0.89 …
European Growth @ 403.88 426.26 -3.57 2.18
European Growth Acc @ 475.71 502.07 -4.21 2.24
Glob Gwth @ 331.53 349.90 -3.09 0.12
Higher Yield @ 83.98 88.64 -0.29 4.43
Higher Yield Acc @ 275.04 290.28 -0.92 …
Japan @ 49.06 51.78 -0.03 0.94
Managed @ 130.89 138.15 -0.06 0.66
Managed Trust @ 71.96 76.96 +0.17 …
Mngd Pfolio Inc @ 95.54 100.84 -0.11 0.58
Pacific Grth @ 498.71 526.34 -2.81 …
Smaller Comp @ 756.24 798.14 +1.64 0.15
Smaller Cos @ 628.94 663.79 +1.36 0.21

INSIGHT INVESTMENT FDS MANAGEMENT LTD
Client Servs: 0207 163 4000
Insight Investment Multi-Manager Funds

Well Bldr Bal Acc ‡@ 96.05 … -0.32 …
Well Bldr Gwth Acc ‡@ 93.79 … -0.36 …

INVESCO FUND MGRS LTD
Dling: 0800 085 8571 Inv Serv: 0800 085 8677
Brkr Serv: 0800 028 2121
INVESCO Funds

UK Str Inc N/Trl ‡@ 323.57 … -0.12 7.05

INVESCO PERPETUAL Funds

Childrens Acc ‡@ 405.86 … -3.91 3.06
Corp Bond Acc ‡@ 227.93 … +0.21 1.04
High Income Inc ‡@ 295.32 … -1.43 …
Income & Grth Inc ‡@ 373.36 … -2.49 3.23
Income Inc ‡@ 1150.93 … -5.80 …
Money Acc ‡@ 91.16 … … 0.18
Monthly Inc Plus Inc ‡@ 106.08 … -0.09 5.08
UK Aggressive Inc ‡@ 154.28 … -0.24 3.15
UK Growth Acc ‡@ 623.14 … -6.23 2.85
UK Sml Cos Eqty Acc ‡@ 1370.29 … -18.88 …
UK Sml Cos Gwth ‡@ 82.54 … +0.04 …

INVESTEC FUND MGRS
Broker Support and Dealing: 020 7597 1900
OEIC Series i,ii,iii, & iv

American A Acc ‡@ 568.93 … -4.99 …
Asia ex Japan A Acc ‡@ 897.91 … -1.84 0.35
Capital Accumulator A Acc ‡@216.19 … -4.44 0.01
Cautious Managed A Acc ‡@393.08 … -1.60 0.35
Cautious Managed A Inc ‡@257.61 … -1.05 0.37
Diversified Growth A Acc ‡@133.26 … -0.30 1.06
Diversified Growth A Inc ‡@142.66 … -0.32 1.07

British funds

Data as shown is
for information

purposes only. No offer is made by 
Morningstar or this publication

This is a paid for information service. For 
further details on a particular fund, readers 
should contact their fund manager.

* maturities having an eight-month indexation lag.

* Yield expressed as CAR (Compound Annual Return); 
† Ex dividend;  ‡Middle price; . . . No significant data. # 
Periodic charge deducted from capital; @ Exit charge

Cautious Man Fd A Acc ‡@275.40 … -2.00 2.75
Cautious Man Fd A Inc ‡@144.60 … -1.00 2.81
China Opp Fund A Acc ‡@1804.00 … -18.00 0.19
Emg Mkts Opps Fd A Acc ‡@233.90 … -1.50 0.24
Erpn Grth Fund A Acc ‡@ 256.20 … -2.80 0.45
Erpn Sel Opps Fd A Acc ‡@1988.00 … -24.00 0.16
Fix Int Mnthly Inc Fd Acc ‡@33.99 … -0.01 3.82
Global Equity Fund Acc ‡@4169.00 … -7.00 …
Global Equity Income A Inc ‡@60.41 … -0.56 3.32
Global Tech A Acc ‡@ 2983.00 … +2.00 …
Instl UK Idx Opps A Acc ‡@94.83 … -1.07 …
M-Asset Abs Ret A Acc ‡@148.80 … +0.60 1.79
M-Man Active Fd A Acc ‡@247.20 … +2.00 …
M-Man Inc Grth A Inc ‡@ 154.40 … … 2.38
M-Man Inc Grth Fd A Acc ‡@189.00 … +0.10 2.34
Sterling Bond U Trst Acc ‡@255.50 … +0.40 1.31
Sterling Bond U Trst Inc ‡@71.90 … +0.11 1.32
Strategic Bond A Inc ‡@ 134.00 … -0.10 3.05
UK Abs Ret Fd A Acc ‡@ 161.20 … -0.10 …
UK Alpha Fund A Acc ‡@ 143.30 … -1.40 0.32
UK Irsh Sm Co Fd A Acc ‡@671.80 … -7.30 0.23
UK Property A Acc @ 229.58 241.35 +0.01 …
UK Property A Inc @ 94.92 99.78 … 3.24
US Growth Fund A Acc ‡@1676.00 … -3.00 …

JP MORGAN ASSET MGMT
OEIC

Asia A Acc ‡@ 310.50 … -0.90 0.13
Emerging Mkts ‡@ 326.00 … -0.60 0.20
Eur Dyn (ex-UK) A Acc ‡@238.20 … -3.10 …
Euro Smllr Cos ‡@ 940.10 … -8.70 0.56
Europe A Acc ‡@ 1588.00 … -17.00 1.27
Gbl Hi Yld Bd A Acc ‡@ 123.00 … +0.10 5.06
Gbl Hi Yld Bd A Inc ‡@ 35.16 … +0.04 5.23
Gl ex-UK Bd A Acc ‡@ 294.20 … +0.40 0.15
Gl ex-UK Bd A Inc ‡@ 225.30 … +0.40 0.12
Glb Fins A Acc ‡@ 1077.00 … +1.00 1.03
Global A Acc ‡@ 2068.00 … -10.00 …
Japan A Acc ‡@ 684.90 … +5.00 …
Multi-Man Tst A Acc ‡@ 1323.00 … -5.00 0.79
Multi-Man Tst A Inc ‡@ 1191.00 … -4.00 0.81
Nat Resources ‡@ 621.90 … -5.60 2.32
New Europe A ‡@ 228.00 … … …
Portfolio ‡@ 294.30 … +0.10 …
Stg Corp Bd A Acc ‡@ 107.10 … +0.10 1.11
Stg Corp Bd A Inc ‡@ 61.55 … +0.08 1.09

Gwth Tst Acc @ 106.00 106.50 -1.00 0.17
High Inc Acc ‡@ 139.30 … +1.20 …
Japan Ind Acc ‡@ 69.82 … -0.28 1.38
Pacific Ind Acc ‡@ 193.10 … -1.00 …
UK 100 Ind Acc @ 180.90 180.90 +0.90 …
UK Active Opps Acc @ 249.90 252.90 -0.10 …
UK Index Acc ‡@ 285.20 … -3.20 2.76
UK Index Dist ‡@ 146.20 … -1.70 2.83
US Ind Acc ‡@ 676.80 … +12.40 1.00
Worldwide Acc ‡@ 335.10 … -0.60 0.58

M & G SECURITIES
Enq: 0800 390 390 Dealing Line: 0800 328 3196
Authorised Inv Funds

Charifund Inc ‡ 1366.45 … -15.75 5.02

Sterling Class A Investment Funds 1

Euro Smlr Cos Acc ‡ 434.42 … -3.23 …
Euro Smlr Cos Inc ‡ 384.91 … -2.86 1.05

Sterling Class A Investment Funds 2

Extra Income Inc ‡ 672.86 … -5.11 4.96
Gilt & Fxd Int Inc ‡ 105.87 … +0.36 1.06
Gl Hi Yd Bd Inc ‡ 48.05 … -0.01 5.03
Index Linked Bd Inc ‡ 162.80 … +0.69 …
Index Trckr Inc ‡ 67.14 … -0.81 3.91
Short Dated Corp Bd Inc ‡ 25.99 … +0.01 1.74
UK Select A Inc ‡ 3005.29 … -49.40 …

Sterling Class A Investment Funds 3

Corp Bd A Inc ‡ 42.56 … +0.38 3.03
Dividend Inc ‡ 49.69 … -0.50 5.79
Recovery A Inc ‡ 113.75 … -1.76 2.32
Sml Cos Inc ‡ 366.45 … -3.78 1.69

Sterling Class A Investment Funds 4

Episode Allocation A Inc ‡@138.46 … -0.47 2.28

MANEK INVESTMENT MGMT LTD
0844 800 9401

Growth Fd Acc @ 41.47 43.54 -0.01 …

MARKS & SPENCER UNIT TRUST LTD
0808 005 5555

High Income 112.70 112.70 +0.30 3.96

12 month Price Int Yld Grs rd
High Low Stock (£) +/– % yld

Index-linked
113.31 109.98 Tr IL 1Y% 2022 110.45 + .05 1.75 –3.26
364.55 352.66 Tr IL 2K% 24 * 361.51 + .39 1.50 –3.17
112.37 108.34 Tr IL 0V% 24 111.38 + .10 … –3.14
120.25 113.18 Tr IL 0V% 26 119.05 + .24 … –3.16
136.38 127.25 Tr IL 1N% 2027 134.79 + .37 1.01 –3.18
129.83 119.40 Tr IL 0V% 28 128.49 + .44 … –3.13
131.98 120.50 Tr IL 0V% 29 130.58 + .49 … –3.09
393.65 360.53 Tr IL 4V% 30 * 387.30 +1.47 1.67 –3.03
163.88 144.89 Tr IL 1N% 2032 161.20 + .79 0.78 –2.98
161.19 140.01 Tr IL 0O% 34 158.70 + .98 … –2.85
310.44 269.24 Tr IL 2% 35 * 307.61 +1.94 0.79 –2.82
159.59 134.20 Tr IL 0V% 36 157.47 +1.25 … –2.73
187.20 157.14 Tr IL 1V% 2037 183.88 +1.47 0.64 –2.73
183.12 148.88 Tr IL 0X% 40 180.19 +1.75 … –2.56
175.05 139.06 Tr IL 0V% 41 171.85 +1.74 … –2.51
195.05 154.83 Tr IL 0X% 42 191.05 +1.94 0.33 –2.47
183.33 142.10 Tr IL 0V% 44 179.57 +2.00 … –2.40
190.64 144.18 Tr IL 0V% 46 186.10 +2.35 … –2.35
222.83 168.17 Tr IL 0O% 2047 217.30 +2.75 0.35 –2.35
200.53 147.47 Tr IL 0V% 48 195.29 +2.53 … –2.31
223.34 163.69 Tr IL 0K% 50 217.03 +2.91 … –2.29
221.88 158.49 Tr IL 0N% 52 214.36 +3.09 … –2.25
296.98 211.39 Tr IL 1N% 2055 283.05 +4.25 0.49 –2.20
239.65 161.25 Tr IL 0V% 56 227.46 +3.88 … –2.19
245.15 162.44 Tr IL 0V% 58 233.01 +4.07 … –2.17
282.43 182.62 Tr IL 0W% 62 267.70 +4.92 … –2.14
291.55 176.73 Tr IL 0V% 65 274.45 +5.59 … –2.16
313.02 183.95 Tr IL 0V% 68 294.61 +6.54 … –2.20

Longs (Over 15 years)
160.46 145.12 Tr 4N% 36 153.91 + .62 2.76 0.56
122.20 107.68 Tr 1O% 37 117.43 + .60 … 0.65
178.53 159.30 Tr 4O% 38 170.11 + .89 2.79 0.62
171.40 151.78 Tr 4N% 39 163.14 + .99 2.61 0.66
174.76 153.76 Tr 4N% 40 166.14 +1.10 … 0.70
115.15 98.58 Tr 1N% 41 109.59 + .89 … 0.75
186.37 162.55 Tr 4K% 42 176.25 +1.29 2.55 0.74
161.41 138.69 Tr 3N% 44 152.38 +1.31 … 0.77
169.66 145.35 Tr 3K% 45 159.69 +1.43 … 0.78
193.38 165.20 Tr 4N% 46 181.37 +1.67 2.34 0.78
125.21 103.24 Tr 1K% 47 116.88 +1.31 … 0.80
133.12 109.31 Tr 1O% 49 124.21 +1.42 … 0.79
203.44 171.45 Tr 4N% 49 189.97 +1.95 2.24 0.78
101.54 89.96 Tr 0X% 50 95.43 +1.30 … 0.80
198.36 164.59 Tr 3O% 52 183.54 +2.08 … 0.77
137.00 108.94 Tr 1X% 54 125.07 +1.72 … 0.78
225.53 185.37 Tr 4N% 55 207.29 +2.68 2.05 0.76
145.53 114.48 Tr 1O% 57 132.14 +2.07 … 0.75
231.12 186.33 Tr 4% 60 211.20 +3.10 … 0.73
102.03 84.75 Tr 0K% 61 92.25 +1.92 … 0.72
186.29 143.33 Tr 2K% 65 167.76 +2.99 … 0.72
236.70 181.73 Tr 3K% 68 212.67 +3.78 … 0.71
161.53 115.50 Tr 1X% 71 142.84 +3.10 … 0.64

Mediums (5-15 years)
102.69 100.47 Tr 0O% 23 102.19 + .01 … –0.08
107.57 105.98 Tr 2N% 23 106.39 + .01 … –0.08
100.64 100.22 Tr 0V% 24 100.45 + … … –0.02
104.35 101.53 Tr 1% 24 103.61 + .01 … –0.07
112.01 109.75 Tr 2O% 24 110.54 + .01 … –0.06
124.55 121.22 Tr 5% 25 121.53 + .02 4.11 –0.07
103.71 99.71 Tr 0X% 25 103.00 + .03 … –0.04
111.08 107.73 Tr 2% 25 109.69 + .01 … –0.04
101.14 99.94 Tr 0V% 26 100.54 + .05 … 0.02
109.72 105.40 Tr 1K% 26 108.50 + .04 … –0.01
109.23 103.96 Tr 1N% 27 107.85 + .12 … 0.06
132.20 127.00 Tr 4N% 27 129.23 + .14 3.29 0.06
100.95 99.02 Tr 0V% 28 100.05 + .15 … 0.12
113.61 107.25 Tr 1X% 28 111.84 + .17 … 0.11
151.42 144.76 Tr 6% 28 146.46 + .20 4.10 0.15
107.70 100.14 Tr 0Y% 29 105.92 + .20 … 0.20
102.60 99.37 Tr 0W% 30 101.03 + .22 … 0.27
148.82 140.24 Tr 4O% 30 144.33 + .27 3.29 0.25
148.26 137.84 Tr 4N% 32 143.73 + .34 2.96 0.36
159.28 145.74 Tr 4K% 34 153.44 + .51 2.93 0.48
101.67 97.86 Tr 0X% 35 100.46 + .46 … 0.59

Shorts (under 5 years)
101.22 100.19 Tr 1K% 21 100.19 + … … –0.10
105.51 102.82 Tr 3O% 21 102.82 – .01 … –0.05
110.99 103.99 Tr 8% 21 103.99 – .02 7.69 –0.07
101.25 99.79 Tr 0K% 22 100.94 + … … –0.08
104.19 103.10 Tr 1O% 22 103.21 + … … –0.09
107.79 105.04 Tr 4% 22 105.07 – .01 3.81 –0.08
100.60 … Tr 0V% 23 100.35 + … … –0.04
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12 month Price

High Low Company (p) +/- Yld% P/E

425 260 Caffyns 385 … 5.8 …

8 1O Cap XX Ldv 8 … … …

440 281 Castings‡ 360 – 1 4.1 15.6

38K 9N Chamberlinv 9N … … -0.1

53K 24 Checkitv 52K – 1 … -4.6

729 432K Cohortv 618 + 13 1.5 26.5

95K 58 Croma Securityv 64 … 1.7 …

1155 775 Dewhurstv 1150 … 1.1 35.4

340 160 Dialight 259 … … -5.2

2267V 922W Electrolux 'B' 1784X + 18K 2.0 23.8

1K N Feedbackv 1 … … -4.8

1460 670 Gooch Hsegov 1220 – 50 0.9 65.3

3620 1810 Goodwin 3420 + 20 2.8 33.1

2532 1667 Halma 2344 + 65 0.6 48.1

1510 901 Hill & Smith‡ 1350 + 12 0.7 28.8

45 31K Holders Techv 41K … 1.2 41.5

2Y 1V Image Scanv 2O + N … …

1206 674O IMI 1167 + 32 1.2 20.6

V … Inspirit Energyv … … … -8.0

6020 3400 Judges Scientificv 5940 + 140 0.8 40.1

116 59 LPAv 84 … 1.3 30.2

697W 217 Meggitt 431K – 18V 1.2 …

248K 74N Melrose 162 – W 1.0 …

324O 178O Morgan Advanced‡ 298 – 1 1.3 …

442K 169K Mpac PLCv 442K + 2K … 19.4

195 107K MS Intlv 117K … 7.0 -7.7

159 64K Northbrdg Indv 86 + 2K … -3.0

2080 955 Oxford Inst 1852 – 18 0.5 33.4

4119K 2662O Philips El nv 3854W – 52V … 38.8

8 3O PipeHawkv 7K – K … 5.9

143K 58 Pressure Techv 77 … … -8.0

5905 2276 Renishaw 5650 + 10 0.8 …

18N 4K Renoldv 13 + V … 8.6

248O 38Y Rolls-Royce 126N – 4K 1.2 -1.2

1K 1V Ross Gp 1V … … 1.7

341 191N Rotork 291W + 1K 0.7 27.4

100 36N SDI Groupv 100 – 5K … 39.0

190W 42O Senior 90 – 4V 2.5 -3.6

93 51O Severfield 70 – 1 4.1 10.5

18Y 7N Six Hundredv 10N – O 7.3 3.3

1887O 1014V SKF B 1866O + 18K 1.3 25.8

300 65 Slingsby (HC)v 250 … … 0.9

1769K 814K Smiths 1542K – 5K 2.0 94.6

675 245 Solid Statev 635 – 15 2.1 16.0

312K 152 Somero Enterv 312K + 20 1.4 11.7

3005 2132 Spectris 2840 + 51 0.7 15.2

11915 7710 Spirax-Sarco 11160 + 190 0.9 49.1

54 14 Surface Trsfmsv 43 – 1X … …

359 231 Thorpe FWv 333 … 1.6 29.2

8X 4 TP Groupv 6N … … …

88K 42K Transense Techv 54 … … -8.0

14 5N Tricornv 5K + N 3.5 -3.4

2490 1515 Ultra Electrncs 2100 + 16 0.7 21.9

518 302V Vesuvius 514 + 2 1.2 27.6

1110 524 Vitec 900 … 1.3 …

295 80 Volexv‡ 277 – 10 0.3 36.1

1785 666V Weir 1785 + 34 0.9 …

4790 2130 XP Power 4470 – 60 0.8 47.8

250 82K Zytronicv 135 – 10 16.8 11.3

Health

1561 1016 Abcamv 1410 + 13 0.8 …

307K 192 AdvancedMedicalv 233K – 3K 0.6 36.8

21 7W Allergy Therapv 15N – V … 12.3

87K 57V Allnce Pharmav 77N + 1X 0.6 36.9

75K 39O Anglev 42V – 1N … -6.3

480 225 Anpariov 480 + 5 1.5 26.9

… … Aqua Bounty … … … …

9320 6221 AstraZeneca 8134 + 63 2.6 55.3

190 97K Brand Architektsv 135 – 2K 3.2 -5.3

32 12Y Circassia Groupv 24X – 1O … -1.7

220W 147 Convatec Group 206O + 1 2.1 …

67K 30 Creighton 59 … 0.9 13.5

3574 2168 Dechra Pharma 3286 + 6 0.9 …

2X Y Deltex Medicalv 1N … … …

21O 3 e-Therapeuticsv 15O + K … …

268 135 Eco Animal Hlthv 247K … 6.0 18.5

77K 16Y EKF Diagnosticsv 62 – 2 … 44.9

31 7O Futura Medicalv 14K + W … -5.5

4452 2650 Genus‡ 3952 – 28 0.7 63.8

1846 1291O GlaxoSmKline‡ 1405 + 7V 5.6 11.1

1Y W Gunsyndv 1Y … … -1.4

2695 1701K Hikma Pharms 2525 + 3 1.5 14.7

528 258 Hutchison CMv 432K – 25K … …

305 170 Immunodiag Sysv 215 … 0.3 18.5

22 7N ImmuPharmav 13V – K … -4.5

142W 34 Indivior 106K + 3 … -5.3

123K 43 IXICOv 110K + 3 … 75.6

11O 3O LiDCOv 11O … … 24.6

415N 238V Mediclinic Int 277V – K 2.8 -6.3

12X 2V N4 Pharmav 9Y – 1K … …

1199K 660 St James Place 1080K – 3 3.5 20.7

738K 336O Stand Chart 474N – 5X … 23.6

336Y 174 Strd Life Aber 282X – 2W 7.6 -7.0

25 1O Starvestv 25 … … 6.1

41 19 STM Groupv 30N … 4.9 18.6

3823K 2046W Sun Life Can 3325X – 23Y 3.8 14.2

1378 635 TBC Bank Group 1190 + 16 … 7.0

W V Tiger Royal and Investv N … … -1.3

37K 12K Time Financev 24 – N 2.3 13.7

417K 188 TP ICAP PLC 235 + 9 7.1 23.9

216K 54V Virgin Money UK 135W + 5W … -9.0

1560 1060 Volverev 1350 … … …

57 35 WH Irelandv 42K … … …

29 19 Walker Crips Grp 26K … 3.5 15.6

4027O 1566 Wells Fargo 2174Y – 20Y 5.8 72.1

1423X 777X Westpac 1117W – 7V 3.9 31.6

31X 21X Worsley Investors Ltd 26X … … …

58 16K Zoltav Resourcev 50K – 3 … -2.2

36595Y 22203O Zurich Fincl 30349W – 117Y 5.5 17.1

Construction & 
property

1550 1120 Abbeyv 1550 … 0.6 14.2

131K 60 Alumascv 114K … 3.8 21.2

34 23X Aseana Props 23Y … … -1.9

2O 1V Ashley Hsev# 1V … … -0.2

84K 65V Assura Grp 72Y + X 3.7 22.0

2Y 1V Aukett Fitz Robv 1W … … 3.0

293W 189K Balfour Beatty 268W + 3W 0.7 17.6

431V 258K HK Land 323N + O 5.5 -4.5

322V 143 Ibstock 199K – 2 1.6 …

570 365 James Halsteadv‡ 472 + 11 2.5 28.6

400O 273K John Laing Group 324O + 2V 1.7 …

876 445K Keller‡ 640 – 1 1.9 16.5

7458Y 3515 Kingspan Group 6559V + 104N 0.1 38.2

1001K 489 Land Sec‡ 703K – 2N 4.9 -6.2

21X 9 Lon & Assoc 11 + K 1.6 -1.5

242O 137 London Metric Prop‡ 223O + 2V 3.8 …

120 52K Macau Prop Op 70N + K … -1.7

876 519K Marshalls 721K – 12K 0.6 …

158W 40W McCarthy & Stone 119K – V 4.5 15.7

283 153 McKay Secs‡ 198 – 2 5.1 23.1

130 84 Michelmershv 118 – 2K 0.9 15.5

1970 1030 Morgan Sindall‡ 1414 … 1.4 12.2

1X W Mountfield Gpv W … … 6.8

12750 8750 Mountview 11250 – 100 3.5 15.5

208K 44K NewRiver REIT 86O + 2V 24.8 -2.1

617K 180 NMCN 288 + 2 3.1 8.0

345 170K Palace Capital 220 … 6.4 …

380 175 Panther Securitiesv 175 … 6.8 -2.4

1V W Pathfinder Minsv W … … -2.3

3298 1534K Persimmon‡ 2701 – 15 … 12.7

6K 1K Pires Investmentsv 4 … … -8.8

40 27K Plaza Cent 30 – 10 … -0.1

619 395K Polypipe Group 492K … 0.8 39.0

12 month Price

High Low Company (p) +/- Yld% P/E

165K 126V Primary Hlth 140 – W 5.1 18.9

51O 23O Raven Property 27O + K … -9.3

136 82 Raven Property Gr‡ 113K … … …

105 65 Raven R CNV Pref‡ 85K … … …

137K 46 RDI REIT‡ 89 + 1V 11.2 -3.7

56K 27 Real Estate Invsv 35K + X 9.5 …

848 313V Redrow 532 – 4 3.8 16.2

867 501K Safestore 772K – 4K 2.2 8.7

1258 651 Savills 956 + K 0.5 19.0

8O 5O Secure Propertyv 6K … … -4.4

987K 659W Segro 903 + 4W 2.2 14.7

124W 16O SIG 32K … 3.7 -0.7

55K 23K SigmaRocv 52O + 1O … 42.8

124K 108K Smart (J) 113K … 2.8 8.1

530 300 St Modwen Prp 380 + 5K 0.9 -7.8

37 19 Steppe Cementv 34K + K … 8.7

236V 99V Taylor Wimpey 157N – K 2.4 12.9

232 81K Town Centre‡ 111K – 1K 10.5 -2.4

1720 650 Travis Perkins 1293 – 7 1.2 …

166X 85Y Tritax Big Box REIT 158W + 1 4.2 15.3

327K 134 Tyman 323 + 2 1.1 28.4

1339 634K Unite Group 1085 + 5 0.9 …

375 191O Urban&Civic plc 343K + K 1.1 11.1

1478 510 Vistry Group 863 – 4 2.3 15.9

122 70V Warehouse REITv‡ 116 – K 5.3 5.6

1307 482W Workspace Grp 789 + 9 4.3 19.8

625 565 Wynnstay Propsv‡ 565 … 3.4 …

Consumer goods

8 3O Agriterrav 6 … … -0.5

46 19K Aireav 33K – K 2.3 20.9

670 336 Anglo-Eastern 572 + 30 … 10.0

204 150 Animalcarev 204 + 1 0.9 …

2708 1607K AB Foods 2293 – 11 1.5 39.8

149K 48K Bakkavor Group 82Y + 6 2.4 19.7

627 372K Barr (AG) 511 + 4 0.7 27.4

16O 3 Bidstack Groupv 5K … … -2.1

3507 2382 Brit Amer Tob 2902 + 53 5.3 10.4

946 601 Britvic 804 – 1 3.7 25.2

2329 1085 Burberry Grp 1783 – 17 2.4 59.8

410K 145 C&C Grp 228K – 14K 2.1 …

160 88 Carr's Grp‡ 122K + 1K 3.8 8.8

430 190 Character Grpv 375K – 4K 6.9 11.7

2020 722K Churchill Chinav 1300 … 0.7 27.1

2883 1494 Coca Cola HBC 2282 – 43 2.4 22.0

435 315 Colefaxv 415 … 0.6 19.3

4076 2922 Cranswick 3460 + 54 1.6 21.8

185V 126V Devro‡ 153V – 1 1.7 -6.2

3281 2200 Diageo 2942K – 33 2.3 49.1

1O X Distil PLCv 1O … … 20.0

1V N Equat Palm Oilv# O … … -0.3

104 51V Finsbury Foodv 72 – 2K 4.8 9.6

11460 3590 Games Workshop 9755 – 255 1.4 44.7

1031W 691O Glanbia 944X – 24W 2.5 20.2

281O 89V Greencore 116K – 7 5.3 8.9

560 237 Headlam 364 + 6 2.0 …

50 10 Hidong Estate 50 … … 9.3

1332 780 Hilton Food 1040 – 26 2.0 23.1

71K 26 Hornbyv 59 – 5 … …

2045K 1219 Imperial Brands 1534 + 16K 13.4 16.9

X N J Lewis Hfordv K … … -3.1

11314W 8332X Kerry Gp 10833O + 27V 0.6 39.1

88K 56V McBride 72 – 1 … 19.4

312K 125K Mulberry Groupv 243 + 5 2.0 -3.2

1700 910 Nicholsv 1145 – 5 1.0 23.9

305 120 Norcros 192 – 8 4.5 14.2

351N 190V Origin Entsv 330Y … 5.8 23.6

73 37 Pittardsv 46K – K … -3.0

838K 239K Portmeirionv 486 + 7 1.6 15.3

1 W Provexisv Y … … …

260 161 PZ Cussons 227 – 2K 3.6 40.6

182K 45W REA 56K – 3K … -5.1

6N 2N Real Gd Fdv 4X … … -0.2

Y … RiverFort Global Oppsv Y … … 30.1

272 132K Stock Spirits 259 – 5 3.0 15.7

585 115 Tandemv 510 – 15 0.9 8.7

801W 530V Tate & Lyle‡ 648 – 6K 4.5 12.3

13O 3O Ternv 6Y + W … 69.5

730 310 Treatt 730 + 34 0.7 46.1

6W 2W Ukrproduct Gpv 5K … … 2.5

5505 4029 Unilever (NV) 4801K + 35K … …

4892 3726 Unilever 4354 + 19 3.3 21.2

616 150 Victoriav 616 + 16 … …

Engineering

273K 190W Amiad Water Systv 245 … … …

… … Ass Br Eng# 15 … … -0.2

4625 1952 Avon Rubber 3780 – 180 0.5 90.8

646K 212 Babcock 314K – 15K 9.5 -8.1

669 397 BAE Sys 512O – 3O 1.8 13.5

971 433 Bodycote 733 – 3K 0.8 31.5

1850 1320 Braime A N/Vv 1420 + 30 0.8 23.9

2150 1150 Braime Groupv 2150 + 50 0.5 36.2

12 month Price

High Low Company (p) +/- Yld% P/E

878W 364X Barratt Devs 626 – 5 3.1 16.0

4310 1879 Bellway‡ 2888 + 9 5.2 6.8

5474 3131 Berkeley 4305 – 116 2.7 13.7

1240 697K Big Yellow Group‡ 1079 – 9 3.1 19.4

445 242 Billington Hldgsv 319 … … 12.2

342 185 Boot (Henry) 254 – 2 1.9 14.0

99Y 63 Breedon Groupv 85W + W … 44.7

638O 313O Br Land 494 – 2K 4.8 -4.4

205 110 Caledonian Tstv 142K + 7K … 8.8

267 99 Cap & Count Prop 148K + X 1.0 -2.5

293 34Y Cap & Regnl 62 – 3 33.8 -0.3

1775 1700 Cardiff Prop 1725 … 0.9 13.4

43 21 Carecapitalv 33W + W … -4.0

137 73 Clarke T 99O … 4.4 15.1

312K 160 CLS Hldgs 219K + 1K 3.3 10.1

540K 269 Countryside Prop 432V + 1O 3.7 13.2

329W 38Y Countrywide 314 + 2 … -2.7

392X 30X Craven Housev 30X … … -0.5

3167 1574 CRH 3094 + 24 2.4 18.3

4282 2360 Derwent London 3186 + 18 2.2 25.1

4N 2 Dolphin Capitalv 3V … … 3.9

1 … EQTECv 1 … … …

48 22K First Propv‡ 39K – K 4.2 9.2

45 25 Fletcher Kingv 37K … 4.6 96.1

95 31K Foxtons Group 44 – W … …

886 70 Galliford Try 103O – 2V 33.7 -3.5

990 518 Gleeson (MJ) 762 + 16 4.5 16.2

990 371 Grafton Gp Uts 830K – 13 0.7 21.9

338 207W Grainger 276V – 6W 1.8 16.0

966 543 Gr Portland‡ 659K + 2V 1.9 32.9

128X 15 Hammerson‡ 25N + W 20.0 -0.3

156 86O Harworth Gp 103 … 0.3 64.3

320 200 Heath (Samuel)v 320 … 3.8 7.5

526 243 Helical Bar‡ 377K – 12K 2.7 11.9

947K 610 Highcroft Invs 680 … 7.0 …

12 month Price

High Low Company (p) +/- Yld% P/E

50 33X Livermore Invsv 37 … 7.5 -2.6

67N 23Y Lloyds Bkg Gp 37V – V … 21.8

49K 22X LMS Capital 32X … … -2.8

2 W Location Sciencesv W … … -1.0

9216 5806 Lond Stk Ex Gp 8722 + 6 0.8 77.6

251W 93X M&G 190N – 3 6.2 4.5

162W 96W Man 126W + W 6.2 10.2

10N 6N Manx Finv 8O … … 5.6

1Y X Marechale Capv 1 … … …

8849 5681N Marsh McLn 8697 + 10O 1.6 28.2

857K 550 Mattioli Woodsv 737K … 2.8 19.6

28 7O Metal Tigerv 23K + N … -0.4

229 58 Metro Bank 114K – 4X … -0.4

1511Y 765K Nat Aust Bk 1293N + 3N 6.3 23.4

261 93N NWG 166Y + N … 26.0

345 167 Numisv 341K – 2K 3.5 39.7

452 190 Onesavings Bank 390O – 9 1.2 9.2

V … Origo Partnersv V … 63.3 …

1088 446K PayPoint‡ 620 + 9 7.6 9.3

37 13K PCF Groupv 28 – 1 1.4 12.1

803 467W Phoenix Gp 721 – 1V 6.4 9.8

V … Plutus PowerGenv … … … -0.1

491K 144V Provident 301V – 6 2.9 21.0

1506 710O Prudential 1283 + 18K 2.8 31.5

3O 1V Quadrise Fuels Intlv 1O … … -3.6

174X 97K Quilter PLC 151Y … 3.4 50.6

187 107K Randall & Quilterv 176K – 6 1.8 70.9

2145 1230 Rathbone Brs 1570 + 14 4.4 26.8

678 326Y RSA Ins 676 – V 1.1 22.0

2500 1430 S & U 1830 … 6.5 11.0

57W 28X Schroder REIT‡ 37N – V 7.2 -5.9

3443 2098 Schroders 3257 + 2 3.5 20.0

2635 1478 Schroders N/V 2155 – 25 5.2 13.2

1675 562 Secure Trust Bk 936 – 22 2.1 8.6

132K 67 Sigma Capv 131K … 1.5 16.0

12 month Price

High Low Company (p) +/- Yld% P/E

Automobiles & parts

202N 30X Aston Martin Lagonda 78X – 3 … -3.3

Banking & finance

2944 1887 Admiral 2824 + 26 3.4 16.8

23K 12 ADVFNv 14 … … -6.0

457 246 AJ Bell 428 + K 1.1 51.3

218 90 Amryt Pharmav 200 + 4 … -3.2

17589N 10777W Aon Corpn 15646W + 139V 0.8 26.0

64K 24 Appreciate Groupv 30V – K 7.1 10.2

1350 607K Arbuthnot Bkgv 772K + 12K 2.0 30.2

4N 1N Arc Mineralsv 4V + V … -5.8

18 2K Arden Partnersv 11K … … -1.2

25 15 Argo Groupv 18K … … …

570 307V Ashmore Gp‡ 430O + 4O 3.9 16.7

1502K 777X Aus New Z 1298N + 3N 6.0 16.5

428 211 Aviva 330 – 3 2.8 6.0

333V 138O Banco Santander 246X – O 3.6 -5.5

1818 735 Bank of Georgia 1208 + 16 … 7.1

192W 80V Barclays 146N … … 12.7

606K 293W Beazley 357O + 2K 3.5 27.9

V … Blue Star Capitalv V … … …

269 142K BP Marsh&Ptnrsv 265 … 0.8 7.0

66 7 Braveheart Invv 54 – 3 0.9 …

375V 138W Brewin Dolphin 281 – 2 5.8 18.0

61K 20K Catena Groupv# 59 – 2K … …

65 31K Cenkos Secsv 56 … 5.3 31.4

345 203 Charles Stanley 265 – 11 3.4 9.6

338K 215 Chesnara 284 + 4K 7.5 23.7

140 64 City of Lon Gpv 88 … … -3.6

474 275 City Lon Inv Gp 431 … 6.5 14.6

N … Clear Leisurev V … … -0.8

1663 926K Close Bros 1370 – 8 3.2 18.9

422 135 CMC Markets‡ 361 + 9 0.9 12.0

608 259X Commerzbk 485W – 4V … …

919V 438O Deutsche Bk 857V – 10X … …

348 227N Direct Line Ins 296K – 1Y 2.4 10.6

12 month Price

High Low Company (p) +/- Yld% P/E

72 52 Downing ONE VCT 52K … 7.6 -2.9

1 W Drumzv W … … -1.2

162Y 91 EFG-Hermes Hldg 119 + 6X … 8.1

272 127K EPE Special Oppsv 272 … … 4.5

835 526 FBD 662X … … 4.6

68 59 Fiskev 65 … … …

50K 20 Frenkel Toppingv 41 … 4.8 40.2

975 345 Georgia Capital 532 – 3 … 6.0

5W 1O GLI Financev 2O … … -0.8

152O 102 Greencoat UK Wind 129W – K 5.3 32.8

790 470 Gresham Housev 785 … 0.5 …

1355 865 Gresh Hse Stratv 1325 + 35 1.6 -7.6

102Y 67 Gulf Invest 102Y + 1O 2.3 …

385 198 H&T Groupv 249 – 11 1.8 6.3

48 23X Hansard Global 40 – W 11.1 12.5

2073 1158 Hargreaves L 1457 + 6 2.3 22.1

137Y 82O Helios Underv 132K … 1.1 6.6

1439 666W Hiscox 1022 – 8 1.0 …

600V 283N HSBC 400W – 11V 1.9 …

864K 563W IG Group 818 – 2K 5.2 12.6

726 191 Impaxv 726 + 6 0.7 67.2

1877 559K Intermed Cap 1655 – 25 3.0 43.3

179O 32K IPF 94V – 3K 4.8 -8.2

176K 128V Intl Public Pntshp 173V – W 4.1 30.1

356 127 Investec 194Y – 2 12.5 11.2

355 252 Investment Co 295 … 4.1 …

93K 43 IP Group 93K + 1 … …

215 89O Jarvis Securitiesv‡ 198K … 3.9 17.7

418Y 164X Jupiter Fund Mgmt 268W + 3K 6.3 14.5

87 41X Just Group 56V + 1 … 1.3

850 528 Lancashire Hdgs 724 – 6K 1.6 34.4

18K 9K Leeds Groupv 18K … … -2.5

318W 138K Legal & Gen 254 – O 6.9 12.4

58445V 308 Liberty Group 308 – K 10.7 …

1450 700 Liontrust‡ 1315 – 15 2.2 55.0

Investment companies
12 month Price              Yld     Dis(-)
High Low Company (p) +/-        %    or Pm%

1186 529O 3I Group 1160K + 33 3.9 27.0
317O 184Y 3i Infrastructure 299 … 3.7 17.4
116 66V Abrdn Div I&G 95W – 1K 4.8 -15.3

1547X 608N Aberforth Smlr 1242 + 6 2.9 -3.5
916 536 Alliance 906 – 2 1.5 -3.9
512 302K Asia Dragon Trv 508 – 4 0.8 -8.2
247 141 Athelney Trust 215 … 4.5 -13.6
846 493 AVI Global Trust 831 + 2 2.2 -9.5
616O 384Y Baillie Gifford Chi Gr Tr518 + 8 1.6 17.5

1420 594 Baillie Gifford Euro Gr1345 … 1.6 -0.1
1036 514 Baillie Gifford Jpn Tr 1018 + 2 0.4 2.1

274K 105 Baillie Gifford SN 260 + 2 … 6.7
219K 111 Baillie Gifford UK Gr 214 – 2 1.5 2.9

1102 689 Bankers 1090 – 4 2.0 1.5
1950 1460 BH Global 1890 + 15 … -2.5
3729 2550 BH Macro 3540 – 5 … 7.8
1558 648 Biotech Growth 1514 – 22 … 1.2

82 36V BlckRck Com Inc 79X + 1 5.0 -9.3
136 77W BlckRck Fro Inv 117 – N 5.0 -3.3
509K 271V BlckRck Grt Euro 500 – 4 1.2 -3.3
214 117 BlckRck Inc & Gwth 178 – 4 3.9 -4.3
509V 250 BlckRck Latin Am 385 – 12 4.9 -8.8
196K 106K BlckRck N Amer Inc 166 – 1N 4.6 -6.3

1806 770 BlckRck Smlr 1578 … 2.0 -1.5
730 315K BlckRck Throgmorton 710 … 1.5 1.1
503 208K BlckRck Wld Min 500 … 4.6 -5.7

39N 19 Blue Plan Int Fn# 21K … 7.3 -34.3
358 181K BMO Cap&Inc 289 – 2K 4.0 0.7
120O 43K BMO Comm Prop 83 + K 2.5 -29.2
150 76X BMO Glbl Smaller 143K – 1V 1.1 -5.3
415N 219 BMO Priv Eq Ord 314 – 10 4.1 -15.7

89O 38X BMO Real Estate 63K + O 3.9 -33.7
103 57 BMO UK HIT 89 … 5.6 -8.2
103 56 BMO UK HIT B 89 … … -8.2
406 224 BMO UK HIT UNIT 350 … 4.1 -9.7
926 550 Brunner 850 … 2.0 -15.0

3195 1920 Caledonia Inv 2965 – 55 1.7 -14.9
199K 118 City Merch Hi Yld 189 + K 5.2 -2.5
448K 269 City of Lon IT 364K + K 5.5 3.2
149 50O Crystal Amber Fd 98 … 2.2 -10.8
384O 200 Dunedin Entp 326 – 4 1.2 -16.0
644 335K Edinburgh ITv 554 – 8 4.9 -5.1
335K 124K Edin Wwide 335K + 5K … 1.4
427 121O Electra Pte Eq 266 + 3 … -29.4
314 214 EP Global Opp 278 – 6 2.5 -9.1
114N 62W European Assets 113 – N 5.5 -10.6
928X 510 European Opp Trust PLC715 – 2 0.4 -8.9
789 463 F&C Investment Tr 784 + 5 1.4 -5.9
419Y 243 Fidlty Asian Val 415 – 2 2.0 -3.6
394K 180V Fidelity China Sp 381K – 3K 1.1 0.6
281K 177W Fidlty Euro Val 279K + K 2.2 -5.4
227W 104N Fidlty Jap Tru 221 – 5 … -2.4
280K 128V Fidlty Spec Val 235K – 1K 3.2 2.1
928 595 Fins Gwth & Inc 865 – 2 1.9 0.6
155K 76K GCP Infrastructure 108K – W 6.9 6.7
212K 90 GCP Student Living 142K – 1V 2.7 -16.1
883 540 Gen Emer Mkts 875 + 3 … -9.2

75 20 Gldn Prosp Prc Mtl 51K + V … -18.7
155 99Y Greencoat UK 129W – K 5.9 9.2
212 123O Hansa Investment 207 … 1.1 -31.3
212 125 Hansa Inv Co 'A' 206 + 3 0.5 -32.3

1919 857 Hbrvest Glbl Pt Eq 1790 – 12 … -18.4
1445 860X Hend Euro Foc 1432K + 2K 2.0 -9.9

195 100 Hend High Inc 150 – 1N 6.2 -5.5
1104 470 Hend Smlr 1024 – 8 2.3 -2.3
2197X 877 Herald 2045 – 20 … -4.2

312 148W HgCapital Trust 304 + 1 1.6 1.1
183 133O HICL Infra 173W – 2V 5.5 17.1
230 154 Highbridge Tactical 226 … … -7.9

1015 460 ICG Ent Tr 948 + 4 2.0 -15.4
435K 226 Impax Env Mkts 425 … 1.1 8.9
358 198 Invesco Asia Tr 343 – 2 2.8 -10.2
308 180K Invesco Inc&Gr 259 – 4 4.3 -6.9
147K 124 IPST Bal 148K … … -4.6
218 140 IPST Gbl Eq 203 … 3.4 -4.7
104 100K IPST Managed 102 … 0.7 -3.2

12 month Price              Yld     Dis(-)
High Low Company (p) +/-        %    or Pm%

190N 104 IPST UK Eq 159 … 4.1 -3.3
78 38K IP Enhanced Inc 70 + K 6.7 -8.3

640 285V IP UKSmallerCos 474 – 13 1.8 -9.8
584 328K JPM American 576 – 3 1.1 -4.8
482 272 JPM Asia 477 – 3 3.4 1.8

80O 35 JPM Brazil … … … -10.2
694 284K JPM Chinese 634 – 2 2.5 1.1
798 446 JPM Claverhs 622 … 4.7 -3.5
106 99 JPM Elect Mg C 102K … 0.3 -1.0
929O 565V JPM Elect Mg G 922K … 1.7 -4.0
114 64 JPM Elect Mg I 92K … 5.1 -2.5
129K 72X JPM Em Mkts 127K – K 1.1 -4.4
305 170Y JPM Eur IT Gth 298 – 1 1.5 -13.3
166 78O JPM Eur IT Inc 129K – K 4.3 -13.0
486 209 JPM Euro Smlr 475 – 1 1.3 -8.7
142Y 82 JPM GEMI 142 + 3 3.6 -6.1
394 218 JPM GG&I 388 – 2 3.5 3.5
766 398 JPM Indian 672 – 3 … -13.3
563K 275 JPM Jap Sml Co 552 – 3 3.1 -3.9
729 323 JPM Japan# 712 + 1 0.6 -0.1

1430 598 JPM Mid Cap 1050 – 35 2.5 -7.1
107 63 JPM Mlti-Ass 88 – K 4.0 -12.9
804 404 JPM Russian 638 – 8 5.1 -11.9
332 126 JPM Smllr Co 323 – 3K 1.7 -0.2
399 191N JPM US Sml 391 – 4 0.6 1.2
308K 148 Jupiter UK Gro Inv 212 – 3 2.3 -4.1

1200 644 Jupiter US Smlr 1110 – 7K … -12.3
364 161 Keystone IT 328 + 3 2.1 -4.7
656 366 Law Debenture 643 – 12 4.0 1.5

1489X 696 Lowland 1135 – 37K 5.0 -3.3
268 134 Majedie 222 … 4.2 -18.3
369K 232 M Currie Port 362 + 1K 1.1 -0.2
119O 71 Marwyn Val In 112 … … -28.9
279 116X Mercantile IT 227 – 4 2.7 -2.2
569 293 Merchants 438K – 1K 6.3 0.7
710 420 Mid Wynd 706 + 8 0.9 1.3

1326 618 Monks Inv Tst 1324 + 8 0.2 2.7
1545 645 Montanaro Eur Sml 1525 – 7K 0.6 -0.1
945N 552 Murray Income Trust 816 + 2 4.7 -3.8

1288 760 Murray Int 1146 + 8 4.9 -0.6
82 75O Nb Global Floating 81V – K 4.4 -12.4

321 198 Pacific Assets 308 – 5K 0.9 -6.0
2620 1268K Pantheon Int 2335 – 15 … -21.9
342 157V Perpetual In&Gr 244K … 6.2 -9.0

2559O 1122 Pershing Square 2455 – 65 1.1 -24.9
47000 37650 Personal Assets 45400 – 50 1.2 1.2
2553 1134N Polar Cap Tech 2245 – 15 … -5.5
886 840 Alternative Credit Invt PLC866 – 2 3.8 -4.2
167 95O Renewables Inf 127 – K 6.0 16.4

2170 1252 RIT Cap Ptnr 1960 – 16 … -1.6
467K 108 Riverstone 283 + 2 … -37.0
483 244 Schroder TotRt 478 + 1 1.4 1.2
614 345 Schrd Asia Pac 608 – 1 1.5 -5.6
320 171V Schrod Inc Gwth 273 – 4 4.7 -0.2
203 126 Schrod Jap Gwth 194K + 1 2.2 -13.3
700 271Y Schrod UKMid 588 – 6 3.0 -5.5

40Y 18Y Schroder UK PP Tr 25K – V … -41.3
467 243O Scot American 454 – 1 2.7 3.2
847 550 Scot IT 719 + 6 3.8 -12.0

1133 451O Scot Mtge 1122 + 1 0.3 -2.1
216 140K Secs Tst Scot 203 – 1 3.1 -0.1
118N 74K Sequoia Eco 107V – W 6.3 8.7

1495K 563 Temple Bar 992 – 4 5.3 -2.6
949X 570 Tplton Emg Mkt 942 – 4 2.1 -8.8
497O 217K TR Property 403K + 2K 3.3 -8.3

1V X Tritax EuroBox EUR 1V … 3.3 -11.5
87 58X Troy Inc&Gth 72V – K 3.8 -0.3
91X 47N UK Comm Prop REIT 71X – X 2.7 -13.3

255 109O Utilico Ord 179 – 2K 2.4 -44.1
252 135 Utilico Emerging Mkt 191K – 2O 2.7 -12.3
154K 132 UtilFin RdZDP 2020 … … … -0.1
136 92 UtilFin RdZDP 2022 134 + K … 1.8
543 288 Vietnam Ent Inv 538 + 1 … -8.9
235K 130 Witan 215K – 1K 2.5 -7.1

3785 2159K Ww Health 3680 – 10 0.7 1.0

Dividend yields Please note dividend yields are 
supplied by Morningstar. The yield is the sum of a 
company’s trailing 12-month dividend payments
divided by the last month’s ending share price
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Equity prices Business

Data as shown is
for information

purposes only. No offer is made by 
Morningstar or this publication

uAIM company; # Price at suspension;
† Ex dividend; ‡ Ex scrip; s Ex rights issue; 
t Ex all; § Ex capital distribution; * figures 
or report awaited; . . . No significant data. 
Companies in bold are constituents of the 
FTSE 100 Index. Investment Cos sector Nav 
Dis or Prm supplied by Morningstar. 

12 month Price

High Low Company (p) +/- Yld% P/E

53 21O Netcallv 45K … 1.1 …

67K 49K Northamberv 54K … 0.7 1.8

23 7 Online Blockchainv 20 – 1K … -3.2

125K 71 Oxford Metricsv 101K … 1.7 43.0

10N 4O Parityv 9N … … …

87K 31K Pennant Intlv 39 … … -4.8

406 140N Playtech 398K + 2K 1.3 …

52 14 Proactis Hldgsv 41 … … -1.3

387O 236W QinetiQ 293 – 2W 2.2 15.7

295 110 RM 239 + 4 0.8 14.4

794K 534O Sage Gp 564W – 7V 3.0 18.4

5O 1W Seeing Machinesv 5N … … -9.6

292K 129 Shearwater Grpv 152K + 6K … …

9K 5 SimiGonv 5O – K … -1.7

108 14K Smartspace S'warev 108 + 8 … …

1425 905K Softcat‡ 1143 + 8 0.9 30.0

304 151K Spirent Comms 259K + 2K 1.6 21.1

56 23N SRT Marinev 42 … … …

2N 1N Tavistockv 1N … 0.7 -1.4

957 535W Tele. Ericsson 936 + 10K 1.3 24.9

206 80 Telit Commsv 202 + K … 32.8

61K 22K Touchstarv 51K – 1K … 26.9

830 455 Tracsisv 625 – 5 0.2 34.6

24 10 Trakm8v 15O … … -7.1

44 24 Triad Grp 39K … 7.5 -8.3

Y V UK Oil & Gasv V … … -2.4

7X 2N Wamejav 6W … … …

820 390 Wandiscov 450 – 10 … …

526 255 Water Intelv 505 – 5 … 46.5

170 18X Xaar 159 + 5 … -9.6

21O 7O Yourgenev 16K … … …

82 32 Zoo Digitalv 66K – K … …

Telecoms

360 167 AdEPT Technologyv 215 … 2.2 52.1

207 97O BT Group 134 + 1 3.4 8.8

152W 60 Dixons Carphone 108Y – 1 … 5.1

1755 970 Gamma Commsv 1555 – 20 0.6 40.0

205 97K Helios Towers 143O – 1 … -8.0

9980 5505 Just Eat T'away 7532 – 112 … …

5Y 2K MelodyVR Grp PLCv# 4N … … -3.4

W V Mobile Streamsv V … … -0.8

6K 2 Mobile Tornadov 3W … … …

122 69K TalkTalk 95O + N 2.6 7.2

1552 981 Telecom Plus‡ 1458 – 8 3.7 31.9

157Y 98 Vodafone Gp 130O – 1W 5.8 …

Transport

100 17 Air Partner 68O – 3V 2.6 10.4

224 94K Braemar Ship 160 … 9.3 11.2

3110 1958 Clarkson‡ 2605 + 5 0.9 …

1552 470X easyJet 855 – 42V 5.1 14.0

133X 28N FirstGroup 67N – 1Y … -2.4

2100 737 Fisher (James) 930 – 10 1.2 18.9

2262 473K Go-Ahead 978K + 21 7.3 …

270N 66 Intl Cons Air 161V – 6 8.1 -0.6

478N 207V Irish Cont Uts 397N … 1.0 34.6

1943 305O Jet2v 1427 + 1 0.7 19.0

476 90W Natl Express 250 + 5K 2.0 …

1025 620 Ocean Wilson‡ 860 … 2.8 …

1510O 732Y Ryanair 1510O – 21N … …

327K 142 Signature Aviation 254K – 4N 1.6 …

164K 35O Stagecoach 73Y – 3 10.4 11.2

109W 17X Stobart Gp Ord 22Y – O … -0.4

25 14K Sutton Harbourv 16K … … …

313 155 Wincanton 250 – 5 1.5 10.3

4786 2006 Wizz Air Hldgs 4664 – 220 … …

Utilities

93K 30V Centrica 44W … 3.3 -3.8

214 136K ContourGlobal‡ 208K + 3K 5.8 19.8

343W 126W Drax Group 330 + 5K 4.8 …

49V 7Y IGas Energyv 12X … … -0.1

527K 413 Jersey Electricity 517K – 2K 3.0 12.7

4O W Modern Waterv 2W – V … -2.4

1067W 799X Natl Grid‡ 872V + 12V 5.4 23.8

18K 9K OPG Powerv 13V + V … 3.0

1202K 901 Pennon 955K – 3W 4.3 34.6

1X W Rurelecv O … … -1.3

2696 2034 Severn Trent‡ 2317 + 9 4.1 34.9

1686K 1072K SSE 1403 + 39K 6.5 34.5

1061 763K Utd Utilities 936K + 11O 4.4 60.0

12 month Price

High Low Company (p) +/- Yld% P/E

31 24K Smiths News 30N – Y 3.2 -1.8

3450 1944 Smurfit Kappa‡ 3450 + 92 0.7 21.4

113 16K Staffline Gpv 40O – 1N … -0.3

388 200 SThree 304 – 3K 1.6 12.4

161 90 Synecticsv 115 – 2K 1.1 …

4O 1W Tanfieldv 2K … … -7.4

28Y 14 Thruvision Groupv 26W … … …

75 43K Tribalv‡ 74 – K … …

6O 2K Universe Grpv 4 … … -4.1

167K 60 Vianetv 79 – 5K 7.2 9.3

1040 510 Vp 730 – 30 4.1 15.8

14N 4V Westminsterv 4V … … …

Retailing

420K 50 AO World 353 + 4 … …

5438 1050 Asosv 4390 – 30 … 34.9

534K 266K B&M European 479O + 10 1.5 24.6

160X 9Y Brown (N) 62 + 2 4.5 6.9

71K 33 Cambria Autov 59K + 1K 1.8 5.8

169O 28K Card Factory 42 – 2O 6.9 10.0

472 239 CPPGroupv 297 … … …

1468 706K CVS Groupv 1384 + 25 0.4 …

441K 274 Dairy Farm Intl 303O … 5.5 19.4

290K 110 DFS Furn 219K + 1K 3.4 -6.9

1561 659K Dunelm 1159 – 25 1.7 27.0

518 182K Frasers Group 437O + 14 … 23.6

39 3N French Conn 9Y + V … -0.6

2442 1119 Greggs 1756 – 20 0.6 …

278 51O Halfords 275 + 10 6.7 31.6

732K 400 Howden Join 642V – 3V 0.6 28.1

720 420 Inchcape 629K – 3 1.4 …

14Y 1Y IQ-AI 8K – O … …

881W 293V JD Sports 788 – 1V … 40.4

321W 124 Kingfisher 263K – 2 1.2 36.1

64K 11 Lookers# 21 … 19.4 2.9

228Y 85 Marks Spencer 137V – 1N 2.8 …

204 161O Morrison (W) 176W + 2Y 3.8 16.2

18O 3Y Mothercare 11X … … -5.8

640 204K Naked Winesv 640 – 4 … …

7340 3390 Next 6694 + 48 0.8 26.1

2895 1064 Ocado Gp 2250 + 58 … …

15Y 5 Pendragon 13 – N … -3.4

423O 195 Pets at Home‡ 370O + 1O 2.0 28.0

2131V 120K Saga 263 – 9K 6.7 -0.5

235O 174Y Sainsbury J‡ 216V + 4K 1.5 …

2654 700K Smith WH 1588 – 1 3.6 17.3

28K 4K Sosandarv 17K – W … -3.4

4V 1K Stanley Gbbnsv 3W … … -5.8

276 143K Studio Retail Group 276 + 13 … 33.9

366W 65Y Ted Baker 121 + 3O 32.6 -0.9

258Y 203 Tesco 224K – N 4.0 21.2

81 25 Topps Tiles 56K – W 6.0 44.5

125 75 Total Producev 125 … 2.5 14.6

6V 2N Utd Carpetsv 5 + N 2.6 -6.8

Technology

89 48K Access Intellv 85 – K … …

143W 52O Alfa Financial 127 + 2 … 27.1

55 20O Allied Minds 36N – K … 4.0

152 104K Amino Techsv 121 + 6 1.3 77.5

660 256 Aptitude Software 456 + 11 1.2 38.9

600 270K Avast 480K + 3 2.4 28.2

4263X 2283 Aveva Gp 3249 – 14 1.3 75.3

190K 62 Bangov 180 + K … …

146K 31W BATM Adv Coms 87 + 1 … 94.2

53K 6O Berkeley Res 28K … … -5.3

23K 7N Blackbirdv 20N + O … …

36 21N BSD Crown 33 … … 7.8

1K K CloudCoCo Groupv 1V + V … -0.5

370 190 CML Micro‡ 283 … 2.7 31.6

2508 935 Computacenter 2258 + 22 0.4 22.3

124 62 Concurrent Techv 92K + 1K 2.7 24.4

11K 3K Corerov 8N + X … -9.2

2580 1300 Cranewarev‡ 2300 – 20 1.1 45.9

3Y 1K Crimson Tidev 3W … … 28.7

5X 1W CyanConn Hldgsv 4X … … -1.8

246 121K D4t4 Solutionsv 246 … 1.2 22.2

35K 15 Dillistone Groupv 15 … … -4.8

92 46K Elecov 84 … 0.3 24.0

1100 485 FDM Group 1026 – 12 1.5 29.8

11O 5W Filtronicv 7O – N … …

3520 1752 First Derivtsv 2920 + 10 0.2 56.3

900 474 GB Groupv 888 – 12 0.3 …

151K 103K GreshamTech 133K … 0.5 …

91 40K Ingentav 86 … … …

89K 40K Intercedev 76K + K … 40.2

405 229 Iomartv 314 + 3 2.4 25.7

72O 20 IQEv 70V – 1V … …

148 64 K3 Business Tchv 107K … … -2.9

1115V 385V LG Electronics 1115V … 2.2 13.2

1132 211O Micro Focus Intl 470Y – 19W 9.5 -2.0

68 26 MTI Wirelessv 68 + 1 2.3 24.3

29 6K Nanoco Gp 9K – N … -5.4

12 month Price

High Low Company (p) +/- Yld% P/E

307 82K URU Metalsv 230 – 5 … -3.0

N V Vast Resv V … … -2.5

7X 2 Victoria Oil&Gasv 5 … … -0.1

39K 18K Volga Gasv 23 … … -1.4

N … W Resourcesv … … … -2.1

22 7K Westmount Engyv 16N … … …

421X 135W Wood Grp (J) 319O – 6K 2.8 62.7

6V 2 Woodboisv 2K … … -4.7

2V K Xtract Resourcesv 1W + V … -5.8

1 W Zephyr Energyv O … … -1.1

Professional & 
support services

3500 1320 4imprint Grp 2730 + 5 0.7 34.6

59Y 15 AA 33O … 1.7 2.9

869V 314N Aggreko 603K + 4K 1.5 …

640 399 Andrews Sykesv 567K + 5 3.9 15.3

3300 1300 Ashtead 3300 + 71 1.2 22.8

70 12O Asimilar Groupv 23 … … …

411 310 AssetCov 411 … … …

32 13K Avisenv 28 … … …

112K 62 Begbies Traynorv 90 – 3W 3.0 …

236 138K Blancco Techv 219 + 8 … …

2603 1277 Bunzl‡ 2416 + 68 0.6 21.2

183 23X Capita 49V – W … -9.5

… … Carillion# 14V … 129.9 …

32K 22K CEPSv 22K + K … -1.4

128K 57K Christie Groupv 91K … 1.3 …

1990 1002 Compass 1451K – 35 2.7 22.3

1010 575 CPL Resourcesv 1010 … 1.8 14.7

7204 3878 DCC‡ 5436 – 28 2.6 21.8

180O 37N De La Rue 154 – 1 9.9 5.1

735 216 Dignity 726 – 10 … …

2392 1296 Diploma‡ 2180 + 54 1.3 39.1

678 378 Discoverie PLC 626 + 24 1.5 37.9

73 37 Driver Groupv 52 + K 2.4 10.4

142W 46V DWF 86W + W 4.0 16.3

833 449K Electrocompnts 821 – 7 1.8 23.7

221W 99V Equiniti Group 113 – O 1.7 18.6

449 206O Essentra 322K – 5O 1.9 60.8

3171 1882 Experian 2772 + 90 1.3 46.2

8572 4086 Ferguson‡ 8506 + 26 1.3 26.5

350 192K FIH Groupv 235 … 2.1 -6.2

255N 69Y G4S 255N + 7O 1.4 …

128 28Y Gattacav 81 … … 45.0

10O 3O Grafeniav 4K … … -1.3

318 195 Hargeaves Servv 273 + 1 1.6 20.8

1365 768 Homeserve 1097 + 18 2.0 34.8

365 220 Impellam Grpv 246 … … -4.3

125 18 Ince Gv 36 … 11.0 3.2

6440 4164 Intertek 5886 + 186 1.8 36.0

469 114 IWG 326 – 4 0.6 …

223 80 Johnson Srvcev 130K – 2W 0.8 …

73K 46 Journeov 46V … … 1.9

149K 43W Kier Gp 79O – 3N … -0.7

1005 517 Latham (J)v 925 + 30 1.9 14.6

733 352K Lok'n Storev‡ 555 … 2.1 53.1

2350 1950 Lon Securityv 2300 + 200 2.6 19.5

345 149K LSL Prop Services 237 – 5 1.6 14.0

113K 63K Macfarlane 87 + W 0.7 14.5

407 148K Maintel Hldgsv 285 – 10 5.3 52.7

1 … Malvern Intlv V … … …

320 105K Mears Group 152K – 2K 2.3 …

480 74 Menzies (John) 238 – 12 2.5 -2.7

79W 27N Mitie Gp 41O + 1O 4.9 7.4

15K 2Y MobilityOnev 10 … … 13.1

O V Nakama Gpv K … … -5.0

1K 1 Newmark Secv 1W … … 5.8

107 57K Norishv 107 … 1.5 19.3

9 4 Norm Broadbentv 5V + K … …

77K 47 Northern Bearv 50K … 6.4 6.3

210 120 NWF Grpv‡ 202 … 3.2 11.1

533K 279O PageGroup 436K – 5W 0.9 29.3

50K 28K PCI-PALv 48 … … -5.4

15K 4V Petardsv 8V … … -6.4

15 8 PHSCv 13 … 7.6 …

4W N PowerHouse Egyv 3 – V … …

143K 41K Prime Peoplev 57N + 1O 9.0 -2.9

47K 26N Record‡ 47K … 4.8 14.5

316K 112 Redde Northgate 250 + 3 7.3 51.0

568 335 Renew Hldgsv 532 – 4 2.1 18.1

45 18 Renewi 34X + X 2.7 -5.0

571 340 Rentokil Itl 502W + 4 0.3 38.5

556 286 Restorev 362K + 2K 0.6 …

820 310 Ricardo 341 – 8 6.3 …

614 237 Robert Walters 472 – 2 0.9 16.4

332V 124N Royal Mail 328 + O 7.4 20.3

184W 30V RPS Group 81 … 2.9 -4.2

75K 34 RTC Groupv 43K … 3.2 7.0

747 413 RWS Hldgsv 581 + 13 1.5 36.4

280 170 Science Groupv 280 + 9 … …

169W 102K Serco Gp 114Y – 3K … 11.4

12 month Price

High Low Company (p) +/- Yld% P/E

8Y 3 Empyrean Energyv 4W + V … …

29Y 7W EnQuest 12 – W … -0.2

42 2W Eurasia Miningv 40V + X … …

2Y X Europa Oil&Gasv 1 … … -0.8

428V 203W Evraz 428V + 3 14.0 14.7

… … Exillon Energy# 41V … … 1.8

262V 101X Ferrexpo 262V – V 5.0 4.9

1357K 527 Fresnillo 1156 + 11 1.0 52.9

28 8W G3 Exploration# 28 + 10O … -2.6

21K O Galantas Goldv 15O … … -2.4

21O 7N GCM Resourcesv 9K … … -1.9

68K 23 Gem Diamonds 45O … … …

26K 8N Getechv 12 … … -1.4

243V 112K Glencore 237K – 1O 3.3 …

2N X Global Petrolv X … … -1.1

121514Y 689K Gold Fields 689K + 16X 1.1 29.3

8O 2W Goldplatv 7X … … …

9V 1K Goldstone Resv 8V … … …

33W 1X Greatld Gldv 33W + W … …

89 32K Griffin Miningv 83K – 2K … …

215 51Y Gulf Keystone 98 – 1W 11.7 …

317W 92K Hochschild‡ 195V – 1K 0.8 …

8O 1X Horizonte Minrlsv 6O … … …

41K 18K Hummingbird Resv 29 – N … 4.5

425 122 Hunting 197 – 2K 3.2 -2.0

12 2N Hydrodecv# 3N … … -0.1

105 22Y Ilikav 98 – 2 … …

2O N Independ Resv W … … -0.4

290 100 Indus Gasv 197 – 1K … 9.0

48 19N Infrastratav 44 + 1 … -2.4

1N N Ironveldv K … … -5.2

396 58K ITM Powerv 396 – 2 … …

37 13O JKX Oil & Gas 32 – 4K … 3.4

10O 1Y Jubilee Metalsv 10O – O … 14.2

6V 1O Karel Diamd Resv 4O … … -4.9

659O 269 Kaz Minerals 655 – 1O 1.4 7.3

2K K KEFI Gold and Copperv 1O … … -3.0

314 169 Kenmare Res 314 + 2 2.1 12.5

45N 7 Lamprell 45N + K … -1.2

27N 9V Landore Resv 21K … … -5.4

2K N Lansdowne O&Gv 1V … … …

… … Lexington Goldv 2Y … … …

30 5O MC Miningv 8 … … -1.1

3 X Metals Explornv 1X … … 2.1

1V V Nostra Terrav W … … -0.7

19X 3 Nostrum O&G 9 – X … …

… … Nu-Oil and Gasv# … … … -0.1

426X 101 Oil Search 208 – 3N 3.6 …

V … Oilexv … … … -0.9

X V Oriole Resourcesv W … … -5.0

2O W Ormonde Miningv 1N … … -7.2

39 1X Orosur Miningv 20 + W … …

18 6O Ovoca Biov 9K … … -2.7

27 9 Pan African Resv‡ 21O … 0.5 11.7

45K 7V Pantheon Resv 37 … … 4.6

49K 19X Parkmead Grpv 41N – O … …

11 1 Petra Diamonds 1O … … -0.1

24 3V Petrel Resourcesv 3V … … -2.2

4 1Y Petro Matadv 2O … … -1.5

401 106K Petrofac 175O – 1O 5.7 -5.0

1N K Petroneft Resv X … … -0.9

39O 11K Petropavlovsk 30X – V … …

20 4O Phoenix Globalv 5K + W … -1.3

35 8K Plexus Holdingsv 20K … 4.8 -5.6

2050 1039K Polymetal Intl 1700 + 28 2.9 14.2

786 395 Porvair 518 – 24 0.9 21.3

118X 11N Premier Oil 22 – W … -0.3

81K 21K Proton Motor Power Sv 64 – K … -6.3

8W 1 Providence Resv 4K … … -1.0

2K V Rambler Met&Minv N … … -0.3

1V V Red Rock Resv O … … -2.6

6381O 4269V Rio Tinto Ltd 6381O – 53N 4.7 17.8

5444 2968 Rio Tinto 5444 – 17 5.6 15.2

2309 900 Ryl Dtch Sh A‡ 1392K – 8K 6.9 -8.3

2313K 866W Ryl Dtch Sh B‡ 1346W – 11V 7.1 -8.1

28Y 11 San Leon Energyv 23N + N … -2.5

2W W Scirocco Energyv 1 … … -2.3

117 46K Serabi Goldv 90 + 3K … 10.8

139 61K Serica Energyv 112 + K 2.6 6.5

20N 6O Shanta Goldv 14O … … …

4V Y Sound Energyv 1N … … -2.5

12X 7N Sterling Energyv 11K … … …

W … Sunrise Resourcesv N … … …

O V Tertiary Mineralsv N … … -1.3

1N V Thor Miningv Y … … …

4574Y 1941N Total SA 3360Y – 1V 6.9 …

X V Tower Resourcesv N … … -2.8

36K 1Y Tri-Star Resv 1Y + N … -9.0

141W 7K Tullow Oil 32V – Y 5.7 -0.1

12 month Price

High Low Company (p) +/- Yld% P/E

96.38 65.09 Novartis CHF81.20 – 0.10 3.4 28.6

107 6X Omega Diagsv 51K – 1K … …

873 400 Oxford Biomedica 848 + 28 … …

10N 1N Physiomicsv 5V … … …

4O 2X Proteome Sciesv 3K + N … …

7960 5150 Reckitt Benck 6496 + 106 2.6 …

175 57K RUA Life Sciencesv 167K – 9 … …

2N N Sareum Hldgsv 1N … … …

565 304 Silence Therapv 475 + 22 … …

1979 1152K Smith & Neph 1526 – 7 1.9 42.2

143N 52K Spire Hcare 141K + 3 0.9 -2.4

247K 5O Synairgenv 88 – 10K … …

1O N Tissue Regenixv W … … -1.1

268 24K Tiziana Lifev 78 – 1 … …

25 9N Totallyv 21 + 1 1.1 …

528 302K Tristelv‡ 515 – 7 1.1 47.3

832 464 UDG Healthcare 783 – K 1.7 27.2

59K 3 ValiRxv 24N – V … -1.0

118W 60N Vectura Grp 109O – 1K … …

Industrials

136K 65 Accsys Techv 136K + 1N … 77.1

6202N 3516W BASF 5586W + 78O 5.3 …

7052X 3635O Bayer DM50 4278V + 2N 5.9 -6.3

280 130 Biome Techv 185 … … -4.2

9O 1K Byotrolv 6Y … … 85.9

245 111 Calisen 209N + 1O … …

12X 5 Camb Gbl Timberv 6 – N … -7.5

100 67K Cloudcall Groupv 88 – 1 … -8.8

79K 36K Coats Grp 69Y + 1N 0.6 32.9

6660 4070 Croda 6244 + 154 1.4 38.7

1355 685 Cropper (James)v 1100 … 1.2 21.7

3V 1K DeepMatter Gpv 1O … … -5.4

184K 18N Elementis 126Y + 3V 1.7 …

750 400 Evans (M.P.)v 650 + 10 2.7 39.7

66 16N Hardidev 35 – K … …

82 57Y Inspiration Healthv‡ 78 … … 29.1

4348K 2812V Jardine Math 4122N + 38Y 3.3 …

2458O 1333W Jardine Strat 1974N + 82N 1.4 …

3085 1683K Johnson Math‡ 2386 + 61 3.6 18.0

1785 1183 Mondi 1730 + 25 1.4 13.2

163K 43K Robinsonv 160 … 1.5 14.4

293 83V Scapav 152W – 4K 1.9 -4.7

394O 252X Smith (DS) 362 + 13W 3.0 17.2

731V 337W Swire Pacific 425N – 7X 7.1 7.3

33 6 Symph Environv 21K – 1 … …

442K 193 Synthomer 442K – 5 0.9 81.9

3211N 2070W Takeda Pharm 2772N – 9N 4.8 48.3

14K 1N Velocysv 7K … … -6.1

2540 1786 Victrex 2112 + 30 2.8 20.4

347K 200 Wynnstay Groupv 327K – 7K 4.2 10.4

500 155 Zotefoams 390 – 2 0.5 30.4

Leisure

287K 70X 888 Hldgs 274 + 1K 1.7 18.7

604V 141V Accesso Techv 370 … … -2.0

1890 306 Best of the Bestv 1325 – 50 0.1 35.3

3712 605 Carnival 1503K + 12K 4.9 -1.9

163K 90 Celticv 102K – 1K … 10.4

227W 21W Cineworld 61 – 1N 9.8 -0.6

372W 268W Domino's Pizza 332W + 2 1.2 23.5

14730 5421V Flutter Ent 14730 – 270 0.4 …

978 500 Fullr Sm A 706 … 2.8 …

24K 4W Gaming Realmsv 19K – 1W … …

1090K 323X GVC Holdings 1033 – 2 1.7 …

450 310 Heavitreev 410 – 20 0.9 17.6

305 125 Heavitree Av 285 – 15 1.2 12.2

120 60 Hermes Pacificv 105 … … …

5240 2385K Intercont Htls 4776 – 177 0.6 …
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Chuck Yeager in 1949 aged 25, and below aged 76 at the 50th anniversary celebration of his first record-breaking flight

Chuck Yeager almost missed out on the
flight in the Bell X-1 rocket plane that
propelled him into the history books as
the first man to fly faster than sound. In
1947 the “brick wall in the sky”, as the
767mph sound barrier was known, had
come to assume mythological status for
test and combat pilots. 

Yeager, a redneck fighter jock who
spoke with a West Virginian drawl, had
been chosen for the mission ahead of
more than 100 civilian test pilots laden
with university degrees. Among these
rivals the desire for him to fail was pal-
pable. He almost obliged them.

As he recalled in his memoir, the
night before his flight he thought: “Aw
hell”. After a week of relentless testing
over Muroc Dry Lake, California, it was
time for him and his buddies to hit the
bar at Pancho’s Fly Inn. After downing
several pints of beer chased by shots of
tequila he borrowed a couple of horses
from a nearby stud farm and went ca-
reering over the pitch dark desert with
his wife, Glennis, a fine rider.

Unfortunately Yeager had not
noticed that the stable yard gate, left
open earlier, had since been closed. “We
hit the gate and I tumbled through the
air,” he recalled. He was knocked out
and regained consciousness with Glen-
nis standing over him. “You broke a rib,”
she told him. Actually it was two, and he
had a badly wrenched shoulder as well.
Glennis proposed driving to the base
hospital. No, he said. No one must
know, or his chance to make the vital
flight would surely be gone.

Yeager consulted a private physician
who strapped him up. The main
problem was the pain, which prevented
him from raising his arm to close the
X-1’s airtight door. So, with the
connivance of the programme’s flight
engineer, Yeager armed himself with
nine inches of sawn-off broom handle
which he used as a lever.

On October 14, the day scheduled for
the flight, Yeager, still in pain, lowered
himself into the cockpit of the orange,
bullet-shaped experimental X-1 plane,
which was to be launched from the
belly of a B-29 bomber. With his
improvised handle he was able to shut
the door on himself. Once airborne, the
pain sloughed off and this natural pilot
was able to enjoy the sensations of
being propelled towards Mach 1, thrust
by the cargo of liquid oxygen he sat on,
as well as the alcohol still in his
bloodstream.

As his velocity increased he expected
buffeting. “But the faster we got the
smoother the ride,” he recorded. “The
Mach needle started fluctuating.
Suddenly after Mach .965 it tipped right
off the scale.” The next moment a sonic
boom, rolling out over the Mojave
Desert, informed the Muroc control
that the sound barrier had been broken.
After topping out at Mach 1.07 at
45,000ft, Yeager glided the X-1 back
down to Muroc Field. He had disproved
the theory that any plane flying at the
speed of sound would be torn apart by
shock waves. “That warm desert sun
really felt wonderful,” he recalled, “but
my ribs ached.”

Yet for Yeager the aftermath was an
anticlimax. Because of the Cold War,
Washington wanted the achievement
to be kept hushed up. Even the
Distinguished Flying Cross he was soon

fered severe burns from the ejector
seat’s propellant.

He parachuted down into the mes-
quite, watched in horrified fascination
by a young man from a road close by.
Coming over to help, the man stood
rooted to the spot at the sight of
Yeager’s grotesque appearance, face
encrusted with blood and burnt rubber,
half his hair burnt away, and one eye
almost gouged out. He blurted out: “My
God — you look awful!” Yeager
borrowed a penknife from him and pro-
ceeded to cut off one of his rubber lined
gloves which had half melted on to the
charred flesh of his hand. “Part of two
burnt fingers came off with it,” he re-
called. “The guy got sick.”

In 1966 he returned to front line ser-
vice in command of the 405th Fighter
Wing at Clark Air Base, the Philippines,
from where its squadrons were de-
ployed on duty in South Vietnam.
There he accrued another 414 hours of
combat time in 127 sorties. 

In retirement from the air force, Yea-
ger kept on with record-breaking feats
into relative old age. In 1986 he set a
new coast-to-coast record for a propel-
ler-driven aircraft when he flew from
Burbank, California, to New York in
five hours, 23 minutes. In 2012 he went
supersonic for the last time, once again
over the Mojave Desert, this time as a
passenger in an F-15 to commemorate
the 65th anniversary of his original
supersonic flight. 

He lived next door to his daughter
Susan in northern California, but the
harmonious relations with his children
were to be shattered when he met the
former actress Victoria Scott D’Angelo.
When he married her in 2003 they
were not invited to the ceremony. 

A tangle of lawsuits ensued between
him and the children over his assets.
Don was quoted as saying that their
father’s new love “has pretty much
succeeded in killing our family”.
Victoria accused them of “trying to
make a circus sideshow and use me as a
decoy”. 

In 2006 Susan was ordered by a court
to reimburse her father almost $1 mil-
lion incurred in transactions on his as-
sets. Yeager remained obdurate. “I don’t
give a rat’s fanny what the kids think of
me and what I do,” he commented,
“They’re not going to control my life.”

By then his reputation as an all-
American hero could not be tarnished
by mere domestic squabbles. He had
entered the pantheon of the greats,
thanks in part to the Oscar-winning
film The Right Stuff (1983) in which he
had been played by Sam Shepard. 

The film was based on a bestsellling
book of the same name written by Tom
Wolfe. In it Yeager was described as
“the most righteous of all the posses-
sors of the right stuff”. 

A member of the brotherhood of the
right stuff, Wolfe explained, had to have
“the ability to go up in a hurtling piece
of machinery and put his hide on the
line and then have the moxie, the re-
flexes, the experience, the coolness to
pull it back in the last yawning moment
— and then go up again the next day,
and the next day, and every next day.”

Major-General Charles “Chuck” Yeager, 

test pilot, was born on February 13, 1923. 

He died on December 7, 2020, aged 97

awarded was presented at a secret
ceremony. 

Charles Elwood Yeager was born in
1923 the second of five children to Susie
and Albert Yeager, who were farmers.
He grew up in Myra, West Virginia, a
small town on the Mud River in a
remote corner of the state. His family
name had been Americanised from its
original German form Jäger (hunter).
Yeager senior’s home-made potations
were legendary. “West Virginia was a
dry state. You either made your own or
got pretty thirsty,” his son recalled. 

Yeager was to inherit the qualities
implicit in the family name. Hunting for

the pot supplemented the otherwise
meagre family diet. He soon became a
crack shot, with his hand-eye
co-ordination and phenomenal 20/10
vision. Both later stood him in good
stead as a combat pilot.

He might well have followed his
father into farming, but war came, and
he enlisted in the US Army Air Corps. “I
was in maintenance,” he recalled, “but I
saw that pilots had beautiful girls on
their arms, and didn’t have dirty hands,
so I applied.”

In training he enjoyed the spins and
dives most and found the mock dog-
fights exhilarating. Posted to Britain he
flew sorties in Mustang fighters over
occupied France, claiming two combat
victories in his first few missions. On his
eighth he was shot down. 

‘West Virginia was a dry 
state. You either made your 
own or got pretty thirsty’
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Chuck Yeager 
All-American fighter ace with ‘the right stuff’ who in 1947 made history by becoming the first pilot to break the sound barrier
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That was not the end of his war. He
was located by the French Resistance,
who helped him make his way to the
Pyrenees and into Spain. There he was
interned for a short period but later
released, returning to Britain and
resuming combat flying after the Nor-
mandy landings. 

Yeager had an impressive record in
the relatively short time left available to
him, and ended the war with 13 kills.
Among these were five Messerschmitt
109s brought down in a single day —
earning him the sobriquet “Ace in a
day” — and an Me 262 jet fighter whose
top speed was 100mph faster than that
of the Mustang.

He had met Glennis before leaving
the US for Europe. He had been or-
dered to organise a dance for his fellow
flyers in a gym in Oroville, California,
and dumped the task in the lap of a
“very pretty brunette” he came across
sitting in a small office next door to the
gym. His chat up line proved decisive.
“You expect me to whip up a dance and
find 30 girls in three hours?” she asked.
“No, you’ll only need to find 29 because
I want to take you.” They were married 
soon after and remained
so until she died from
cancer in 1990. They
had four children:
Don, a fishing lodge
owner; Michael, a re-
tired US Air Force offi-
cer; Sharon, who raised
horses; and Susan, a
businesswoman 
who after Glen-
nis’s death
looked after
her father’s
assets. 

After his historic flight, which ranks
alongside the Wright brothers’ first
flight in 1903, and Charles Lindbergh’s
first transatlantic solo flight of 1927,
Yeager flew supersonic on more than a
dozen occasions. 

In 1954 he resumed military flying.
One of his tasks was to test fly a MiG-15
which had been flown to Japan by a
North Korean defector. The MiG had
acquired a near mythical reputation in
its duels with the American F-86 Sabre
over the Yalu River during the Korean
War. Flinging it round the sky in every
imaginable manoeuvre, Yeager proved
that although superior to the F-86 in
some respects, its primitive Russian
technology had some lethal character-
istics. “Man, that thing is a flying booby
trap,” was his interim verdict.

In 1962 he returned to Muroc, which
had by that time become Edwards Air
Force Base, as director of flight
operations. 

He was to have one more hair-raising
adventure. While testing an F-104 at
more than 100,000ft he went into a spin
in the almost non-existent atmosphere
and the aircraft fell tail-first towards the
Mojave Desert. After trying every trick
he could think of to get the nose down,

Yeager, a man who had
once described
“punching out” of the

cockpit as “commit-
ting suicide to

avoid getting
killed” de-
cided it was
time to
“part com-

pany with
the ship”. As he

bailed out his face suf-
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When Jiri Menzel’s first feature, Closely
Watched Trains, was awarded an Oscar
for best foreign film in April 1968, it was
a striking international endorsement of
the new wave of film-makers talent
emerging from Czechoslovakia.
Although the country was under com-
munist rule, in the mid to late 1960s it
enjoyed a loosening of political control
and a flowering of cultural activity
during the “Prague Spring”. At the
somewhat farcical Oscars ceremony
the compere, Bob Hope, managed to
confuse Menzel with a Yugoslav direct-
or, and Menzel’s acceptance speech
consisted of a few shy words: “I am very
happy that Americans like Czech film.”

The film, based on a novella by
Bohumil Hrabal, was set in an earlier
period of Czech life under totalitarian
rule — the 1940s Nazi occupation. With
great cinematic imagination, ironic hu-
mour and honest characterisation the
film depicted a young worker at a pro-
vincial railway station grappling with
sexual anxiety on the one hand, and a
kind of anti-heroic entanglement in re-
sistance to the Nazis on the other. Inter-
spersed were glimpses of the absurdities
of state bureaucracy which Menzel’s
Czech audience could readily relate to
their own lives under communism.
“Good comedy should be about serious
things,” as Menzel himself once said.

The film’s success reinforced his
reputation as one of a highly impressive
group of film-makers who had studied
together in Prague, including Vera
Chytilova and a future Oscar winner,
Milos Forman. They were regularly
producing work of far more subtlety
and human warmth than the arid
propaganda of “socialist realism” that
had dominated previous decades, and
added a distinctively Czech twist to the
global sense of 1960s liberation. 

Within a few months of Menzel’s Os-
car triumph, however, Czechoslovakia’s
liberalisation was crushed by Soviet-
led invasion. His next major film, Larks
on a String, faced a very different fate. 

It was also based on a story by Hrabal,
with whom Menzel enjoyed a long cre-
ative friendship, and took the challenge

and opposition to dissident groups.
Working within the system earned

Menzel some criticism, though he be-
lieved his ability to challenge it from the
inside was valuable. He continued to
make films based on Hrabal’s works, in-
cluding My Sweet Little Village in 1985,
which was hugely popular with Czech
audiences and won him another Oscar
nomination. It portrayed a village’s
battle with party bureaucrats who were
trying to send a man with learning diffi-

culties away and take over his property.
The film was partly a celebration of the
camaraderie of village life, which many
urban Czechs valued too because they
escaped regularly from their city flats to
weekend country houses. At the same
time, despite the restrictions censor-
ship placed on him, Menzel was seen as
trying to encourage his audience
beyond passive retreat into rural exile
towards a sense of social responsibility.
He also worked as an actor, occasional-

to post-war taboos to another level. It
was set in a scrapyard in Kladno, a
proletarian steel-making town much
favoured by communist propagandists,
where bourgeois figures seen as hostile
towards socialism were banished to be
“re-educated” — including a saxo-
phonist and a professor. There they
were shown trying to justify their views
and amuse themselves surrounded by
tedium, rust and decay. 

Strict communist control was reim-
posed and the film was never released,
though nothing was ever said directly
to Menzel. It was finally shown in 1990,
when it won a prize at the Berlin Film
Festival.

Menzel had learnt resilience at an
early age. He was born in 1938 a few
months before Czechoslovakia began
to fall victim to Nazi aggression and
remembered as a young child having to
make the Nazi salute. His father, Josef,

was a writer who worked in the film
industry. In the 1950s Menzel applied to
train in theatre but was turned down
and began attending the FAMU film
school in Prague.

He claimed later that he lacked ambi-
tion, but collaboration with Hrabal and
the stunning success of Closely Watched
Trains appeared to have given his
career impressive momentum. The
aftermath of the 1968 invasion forced
Menzel, like every other Czech cultural
figure, to consider how far he could live
with the newly repressive regime. He
rejected offers from Britain and the US
to join Forman and others who went
into exile. He was initially banned, and
only allowed to resume film-making in
the 1970s while undergoing wearisome
negotiations with state-appointed
functionaries interfering at all levels of
production. The state also insisted that
Menzel and others had to sign state-
ments of support for the government

He believed his ability to 
challenge the system from 
the inside was valuable 

Jiri Menzel
Oscar-winning Czech new wave film director and symbol of the creative explosion that followed the ‘Prague Spring’

Jiri Menzel in 1968. His 2006 film I Served the King of England, right, contained 
his familiar themes of the “small man” trying to make his way in life and love

ly giving himself minor roles in his own
films, and a theatre director. 

After the Czechoslovak revolution
against communism in 1989 Menzel’s
projects included a film version of The
Beggar’s Opera, with a screenplay by Va-
clav Havel, now his country’s president.
The link with Hrabal’s work remained
strong. In 2006 Menzel made a film I
Served the King of England, based on a
Hrabal story, with familiar themes of
the “small man” attempting, from the
1940s onwards, to make his way in life
and love. The temptations of greed and
exploitation were prominent, as was
the search for security — challenges
which Menzel saw as constants despite
the vastly changing contexts of 20th-
century Czech life. The film’s main
character, initially a diminutive waiter,
and the flaws he reveals were, Menzel
reflected, “just like the rest of us.
Nobody is perfect.”

Menzel was in his sixties when, in
2004, he married Olga Kelyman, a film
producer 40 years younger than him.
They had two daughters, Anna Karoli-
na and Eva Maria. If his life and work
had one great theme, Menzel once
mused, it was that “being decent can be
beautiful”. And his films were both
beautiful to watch and full of characters
trying to maintain their decency
through the turbulence Menzel himself
had so closely observed. 

Jiri Menzel, film-maker, was born on 

February 23, 1938. He died of undisclosed

causes on September 5, 2020, aged 82
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retary, invited Hood to join a panel on
abolition, taking the British govern-
ment’s abolitionist message to coun-
tries that still have the death penalty, in-
cluding China, India and Malaysia. Ac-
cording to the Death Penalty Project,
75 per cent of countries are today aboli-
tionist in either law or practice.

Many years earlier, his book Senten-
cing in Magistrates Courts (1962) had
contributed to a move to provide JPs
with better training after Hood
revealed sentencing disparity from a

Professor Roger Hood
Criminologist who made a career studying the death penalty and whose research was instrumental in the abolitionist campaign
Roger Hood began his criminology
career by studying sentencing in magis-
trates’ courts. Like a true recidivist he
wound his way through the criminal
justice system, taking in borstals and
motoring offences, until emerging as a
leading authority on the death penalty.

Hood was adamant that judicial
execution, which was abolished in
Britain in 1965, posed little or no
deterrent. It was a view confirmed by
his research on murders committed in
Trinidad and Tobago around the turn
of the century for the Death Penalty
Project, a London-based charity, which
indicated that the mandatory death
sentence not only failed to deter violent
crime, but made it worse. He pointed
out that most Americans who favour
the death penalty do so because they
think the criminal deserved it, not
because they see it as a deterrent.

In the late 1980s the UN commis-
sioned Hood to research the extent to
which capital punishment was still used
in member states. His report formed
the basis of his book The Death Penalty:
A Worldwide Perspective (1989), which
remains one of the best-known pieces
of literature on the subject. He repeated
the UN exercise on several occasions
and a fifth edition of his book was pub-
lished by OUP in 2015.

In 2001 Robin Cook, the foreign sec-

dozen magistrates courts, suggesting
that the different approaches appeared
to stem from different bench traditions.

One of Hood’s great concerns was
the impact of a defendant’s race and
social background on sentencing. In
Race and Sentencing (1992) he looked at
more than 3,000 cases in five crown
courts in the West Midlands and found
that people of colour had a 5 per cent
greater probability of receiving a custo-
dial sentence compared with their
white counterparts.

Hood was concerned that too many
of his criminology students at the Uni-
versity of Oxford lacked first-hand ex-
perience of the criminal justice system.
He addressed that by taking them to
meet residents of Oxford prison, lubri-
cating their get-togethers with gifts of
cigarettes and chocolate. “They would
hear of prisoners’ attitudes to imprison-
ment and probation, and what could
affect their return into society,” he told
The Oxford Times in 2012, by which
time the prison had been converted
into a hotel. To break the ice he would
ask inmates: “Most people assume
prison is a deterrent, so how come that
it was not a deterrent for you?”

Roger Grahame Hood was born in
Bristol in 1936, the second of three sons
of Ronald Hood, and his wife Phyllis
(née Murphy). The family moved to

Birmingham, where Phyllis worked in
ladieswear at Rackhams department
store and Ronald became a stock-
broker’s dealer before spending the war
with the Royal Artillery while the
family lived with relatives in Leeds.

Returning to Birmingham, Hood was
educated at King Edward’s School and
won a scholarship to read sociology at
the London School of Economics.
Hood attended an optional course
there given by Hermann Mannheim,
the “grand old man” of criminology,
who asked for help preparing a paper
about the Homicide Bill, which elimi-
nated the death penalty for so-called
crimes of passion and became law in
1957. “Mannheim was so pleased with it
that he asked me if I would be his
research assistant,” Hood recalled.

He returned to the LSE as a research
officer in 1961 and was “given a very
large grant to try to improve methods of
research in criminology”. In 1963, the
same year as he was appointed lecturer
at the University of Durham, he mar-
ried Barbara Young, a housing adviser.
They had a daughter, Cathy, who pro-
duces TV commercials and who surviv-
es him. The marriage was dissolved and
in 1985 he married Nancy Stebbing
(née Lynah), who died last year. She
worked for Oxfordshire museum ser-
vice and wrote books on local history. 

In 1967 Hood joined the Institute of
Criminology at the University of Cam-
bridge, with a fellowship at Clare Hall.
Six years later he became founding
director of the Centre for Criminology
at the University of Oxford with a
fellowship at All Souls College, where
his love of cooking spilled over into
helping to select the fellows’ menus.

At home his signature dish was dover
sole with a vermouth sauce and oven-
baked fennel, washed down by a glass of
wine. A 6pm Martini was de rigueur. He
collected ceramics and enjoyed walk-
ing by the river, with stick to hand and
wearing a fedora, chatting sociably to
whoever passed by. In his study was a
collection of old prints depicting grizzly
methods of execution.

After retiring in 2003 Hood became
ever more engaged in abolition work
with the Death Penalty Project,
especially in the US, China, Japan, the
Caribbean and Africa. He remained
optimistic that capital punishment
would eventually be eliminated. 

Professor Roger Hood, CBE, 

criminologist, was born on June 12, 1936. 

He died of pneumonia on November 17, 

2020, aged 84

Hood took his students to meet inmates 

obituaries@thetimes.co.uk
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Luedtke in 1986 with his Oscar for best adapted screenplay 

Many a midlife crisis begins
with a feeling of underachieve-
ment. Kurt Luedtke faced the
opposite problem. At 28 he had
helped to win a Pulitzer prize for
the Detroit Free Press, strapping
rockets to its circulation figures.
At 33 he had become editor, and
now, at 38, he felt that journal-
ism offered him no more
kingdoms to conquer. “I could
literally look forward to 27 more
years of it and then retirement,”
he said, “and I thought, good
Lord, that’s impossible!”

He had no screenwriting
experience, only a vague idea for
a novel about a journalist whose
sloppy reporting has terrible
consequences, to which he
hoped to sell the film rights.
However, Luedtke made the
most of his one piece of luck
when a relative put him in touch
with a friend from college, now
an executive at Orion Pictures,
who was impressed enough by
his pitch to introduce him to
George Roy Hill, director of
Butch Cassidy and the Sundance
Kid. Hill gave him a $20,000
advance to write the outline of
his story, but later decided not to
film it. Luedtke then showed the
outline to the director Sydney
Pollack, who would become his
long-term collaborator.

Together they turned Luedt-
ke’s story into Absence of Malice
(1981), which earned positive
reviews for its portrayal of a
news industry altogether more
unscrupulous than that valor-
ised in All the President’s Men
(1976). The film starred Sally
Field as a reporter who publish-
es a story wrongfully accusing a
man of murder. It earned Luedt-
ke an Oscar nomination for best
original screenplay, and would
find a place on the syllabus of
many journalism schools, yet
some viewers were uncon-
vinced by its portrayal of a
journalist so unprofessional as
to base an accusation of murder
on a single source, let alone
sleep with the accused.

After the success of Absence of
Malice, Luedtke convinced
Pollack to buy the rights to the
works of Baroness Karen Blixen,
detailing her adventures in East
Africa in the early 20th century.
Luedtke adapted her works into
Out of Africa (1985), which
starred Meryl Streep as Blixen, a
Danish aristocrat who marries
her lover’s brother, sets up a
coffee farm with him in the
Great Rift Valley in Kenya, and

In 1965 he joined the Detroit
Free Press as a reporter. He rose
through the ranks quickly, start-
ing a feature on the front page
that was credited with increas-
ing the paper’s circulation by
10,000. “Action Line” promised
to stand up for readers’ consum-
er rights. 

In July 1967 a police raid on an
unlicensed bar in the city’s Near
West Side sparked the largest
riots in a century of American
history. For five days mostly
black residents fought the
police. Forty three were killed
and 300 injured, mostly by
police officers and national
guardsmen. 

Out on the streets as shots
ricocheted around him, Luedtke
was at one point forced to the
ground by a bayonet-wielding
national guardsman. He wrote a
front-page story about the
Algiers Motel incident, in which
riot police, having heard a sniper
was hiding in the motel, stormed
it and killed three black teen-
agers. Three police officers and
a security guard would later be
charged for the killings, but all
were acquitted. 

The general feeling in Detroit
was that the people killed in the
riots had been asking for troub-
le. In the aftermath Luedtke

later falls in love with a big game
hunter (Robert Redford). 

The film grossed $258 million
worldwide and won seven
Oscars, including best picture
and best adapted screenplay. 

Kurt Luedtke was born in
Grand Rapids, Michigan, in
1939, the son of Herman, a lum-
ber broker, and Virginia. Having
majored in English and Amer-
ican studies at Brown University
in Providence, Rhode Island, he
graduated in 1961, then went to
work for The Grand Rapids Press
and a local television station. He

then started law school at the
University of Michigan. How-
ever, watching the civil rights
movement unfold in the South,
he decided to go and report on it
instead. He wrote about the at-
tempt by James Meredith to end
segregation at the University of
Mississippi, then enrolled at
Northwestern University at Ev-
anston, Illinois, to study journal-
ism. Yet again he did not gradu-
ate; an internship at the Miami
Herald became a full-time job. 

He quit law school 
to report on the civil
rights movement

No one has ever seen God, but the one 
and only Son, who is himself God and is 
in closest relationship with the Father, 
has made him known. 
John 1.18 (NIV)

Bible verses are provided by the 
Bible Society

Births, Marriages and Deaths             newsukadvertising.co.uk

Births
COLCHESTER on 16th October 2020 to 
Lara (née Scott) and Jack, a son, Billy 
Peregrine, brother to Ferris.

BEDFORD FLEWITT on 9th November 
2020 to Rosie and Charlie, a son, Sonny 
Alexander.

FURNESS-SMITH on 2nd November 
2020 to Rachel (née Brodie) and Edward, a 
son, Henry Cecil Duncan.

TRAPPES-LOMAX on 18th November 
2020 to Queensheba (née Ombewa) and 
Robert, a son, Lewis Richard Muthaami.

WAKEHAM on 4th December 2020 to 
Sarah (née Doughty) and David, a daughter,
Willa Iris.

Forthcoming Marriages
MISS U. A. C. KJELLGREN
AND MR C. A. M. LEWIS
The engagement is announced between 
Ulrika, elder daughter of Mr and Mrs Henric 
Kjellgren of Fulham, London, and Charles, 
only son of Mr and Mrs Patrick Lewis of 
Chiswick, London.

Deaths

COUSTON
Colin, of Ruscombe, Twyford, died 

peacefully in hospital on 27th 
November 2020, aged 76, after a long 

illness, borne with fortitude and 
courage. He will be greatly missed by 

his many friends all over the world. 
Private funeral. Inquiries to Haine & 

Son Funeral Directors. Tel: 01323 
727801.

DEVINE John Hunter died peacefully on 
6th December 2020, aged 85, after a long 
illness. He was much loved and will be 
much missed by all of his family and 
friends. No flowers please but donations 
instead to Dementia UK or the Alzheimer's 
Society.

HENEAGE Jean Georgiana OBE (née 
Douglas) died peacefully on 5th December 
2020, aged 98, at home. She is survived 
by her children Thomas, Charles, Robert 
and Kate, ten grandchildren and six 
great-grandchildren.

JOHNSON Josephine (Jo), aged 83, 
peacefully at home on Thursday 3rd 
December 2020. Beloved wife of Michael 
and much-loved mother of Catherine, 
Robert, William, and the late Sophie, and 
dearest grandmother of Emily, Lucy, Ben, 
Annabel, Hugo, Lily and Jasmine. Funeral 
service private. A thanksgiving service to 
be held at a later date. Donations in 
memory of Jo to be divided between 
Unicef children’s fund, the NSPCC and a 
flower fund in Jo’s name. Donations may 
be sent to Albert Marsh Funeral Directors, 
St Michaels Road, Wareham, Dorset, BH20 
4QU or made online at 
www.funeraldirector.co.uk/josephine-
johnson

JOHNSON, Ernest (Erno) on 15th 
November 2020 peacefully at Salisbury 
Hospital. For 58 years husband of Carole. 
Father of Philip and Kate and grandfather 
of Milo, Rose and Lettie. Most loved by 
those who knew him best. Private funeral.

SCHULLER MIGHELL Ausma Ann (née 
Simsons) passed away peacefully on 1st 
December 2020, aged 82. Born in Liepaja, 
Latvia, 2nd January 1937. Loving mother to 
Matthew and devoted grandmother to 
Sonny, Sarah, Naomi and Ieasha.

MORTON
Ann Elisabeth (née Wallis) died 

peacefully on 6th December 2020 
aged 96. Widow of William, mother of 

Thomas, Guy, Jonathan and Crispin, 
and a much-loved mother-in-law, 

grandmother and great-grandmother. 
Private funeral, no flowers, but 

donations if desired to the 
Nightingale Fund.

NORRIS Robert James (Bob) died 
peacefully on 24th November 2020, aged 
92. Dearly beloved husband of Joan, loving 
father of Stephen and Joanna, and adored 
grandfather of Henry, Sam, George and 
Jenna. Private family funeral. A memorial 
service to celebrate Bob's life will be 
arranged when circumstances permit.

SCURFIELD Hugh Hedley, aged 84, of 
Norwich and Shropshire, died very 
peacefully on 1st December 2020 at The 
Wheatlands, Much Wenlock. Much-loved 
husband, father and grandfather.

SHINEBOURNE Dr Elliot, paediatric 
cardiologist, died peacefully at home on 
26th November 2020, aged 80. 

WALTERS Michael Baraf (Barry) on 2nd 
December 2020, aged 93. Much-loved 
husband to Stella, father to Simon, father-
in-law to Sarah and grandfather to Charlie 
and Lucy. Family flowers only. Donations to 
The Royal British Legion c/o Richard Steel 
& Partners, Winchester, or via 
www.rsponline.co.uk

WHITFORD Richard Henry. Passed away 
peacefully at Summerland House Nursing 
Home, Guernsey, with his loving wife, 
Paddy, at his side. Will be deeply missed by 
her, Sarah, Mary and all his family and 
friends. May he rest in the hands of the 
Lord. A celebration of Richard’s life will be 
held at the Town Church on Wednesday 
16th December at 2pm, and we invite you 
to a scheduled Zoom meeting at 
https://zoom.us/j/95075271138?
pwd=Q0l2V2VwMzRmdkhScDVySVM3TTR5
QT09 Meeting ID: 950 7527 1138 Passcode: 
555512. Connection time from 1.45pm. 
Donations in Richard’s memory may be 
made to The Honourable Artillery 
Company c/o Mimi Tambi at 
mtambi@hac.org.uk or 0207 382 1532. 
Private cremation. 

WORKMAN Joy (née England) on 5th 
December 2020, Dunany House, Togher, 
Co Louth, Ireland, peacefully at home, after 
a short illness, at the wonderful age of 
nearly 102. Much-loved mother, 
grandmother and great-grandmother. At 
rest. A private family funeral for Joy took 
place due to government restrictions. You 
can support the family by leaving a 
personal message of condolence at RIP.ie

St James’s Palace
8th December, 2020
The Princess Royal, 
Patron, International 
Police Association (Section 
United Kingdom), this 
morning attended a 
Seventieth Anniversary 
Members Day Meeting 
via video link.

St James’s Palace
8th December, 2020
The Duke of Kent, Grand 
Master, United Grand Lodge 
of England, this morning 
received Dr David Staples 
(Grand Secretary and Chief 
Executive Officer) at 
Kensington Palace.

Court Circular

The Duke and Duchess of 
Cambridge, having been 
received by Her Majesty’s 
Lord-Lieutenant of the Royal 
County of Berkshire (Mr 
James Puxley), later visited the 
Royal Berkshire Hospital, 
London Road, Reading.

St James’s Palace
8th December, 2020
The Earl and Countess of 
Wessex this morning 
volunteered at FoodWise, 
Moorcroft Centre for the 
Community, Old School Place, 
Westfield, Woking, and were 
received by Her Majesty’s 
Lord-Lieutenant of Surrey (Mr 
Michael More-Molyneux).

Windsor Castle
8th December, 2020
The Queen, accompanied by 
The Prince of Wales and The 
Duchess of Cornwall, The 
Duke and Duchess of 
Cambridge, The Earl and 
Countess of Wessex and The 
Princess Royal, this afternoon 
attended a Carol Concert 
performed by the Salvation 

Army in the Quadrangle of 
Windsor Castle.

Kensington Palace 
8th December, 2020
The Duke and Duchess of 
Cambridge, having been 
received by Her Majesty’s 
Lord-Lieutenant of South 
Glamorgan (Mrs Morfudd 
Meredith), this morning met 
students from universities 
across Cardiff at Cardiff Castle.

Their Royal Highnesses this
afternoon visited Cleeve Court 
Residential Care, Cleeve 
Green, Twerton, Bath, and 
were received by Mr Edward 
Bayntun-Coward (Deputy 
Lieutenant of Somerset).

Life and Times
Listen to Mariella Frostrup 
discuss great lives on Times 
Radio, Monday to Thursday 
at 1.45pm

LEGAL, PUBLIC, COMPANY & PARLIAMENTARY NOTICES To 

place notices for these sections please call
020 7481 4000 

Notices are subject to confirmation and should be received by 
11.30am three days prior to insertion

Kurt Luedtke
Rambunctious journalist turned screenwriter who won an Oscar for Out of Africa 

sent three reporters to speak to
their friends and relatives, and
over the course of 300 inter-
views they discovered that few
of the victims had actually been
involved in the riots. One Satur-
day morning, Luedtke came into
the office equipped with two
large coffees and a pack of
cigarettes, and wrote up the
reporters’ notes into a story
titled “The 43 who died”. The
story was one of several for
which the paper was awarded
the Pulitzer prize in 1968. 

When he became executive
editor in 1973 Luedtke was an
exacting, mercurial boss whose
eye for talented reporters was as
keen as his knack for playing
them off against one another. A
constant smoker and partial to a
liquid lunch, he was once asked
by a timorous reporter if part of
the office might be made smoke-
free. “I’m not running a goddam
airline here,” he replied.

Even when working for Hol-
lywood, Luedtke lived in a sub-
urb of Detroit. He disliked the
former’s hustling atmosphere. 

After Out of Africa, Luedtke
and Pollack made one more film
together, Random Hearts (1999),
though it was not as successful.
They also collaborated on Rain
Man (1988), but when Barry
Levison took over as director, he
chose a different version of the
screenplay. Luedtke spent four
years labouring over the screen-
play to Schindler’s List (1993), but
then gave up. The film’s director
Steven Spielberg suspected that
Luedtke felt inhibited from writ-
ing about the Holocaust
because of his “German, gentle
extraction”.

Luedtke abandoned screen-
writing as promptly as he had
picked it up. He and his wife,
Eleanor (née Kruglinski), spent
the summers of their retirement
in Glen Arbor, Michigan, and
the winters in Longboat Key,
Florida. They had met at the
Miami Herald, and married in
1965. She survives him.

He retained the rambunc-
tious vigour that had propelled
him through two careers. His
doctor had to tell him to slow
down on his electric scooter,
suggesting that he be “more
tortoise, less hare”.

Kurt Luedtke, journalist and 

screenwriter, was born on 

September 28, 1939. He died of 

organ failure on August 9, 2020, 

aged 80

WALT DISNEY TELEVISION/GETTY IMAGES
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Around Britain
Key: b=bright, c=cloud, d=drizzle, pc=partly cloudy
du=dull, f=fair, fg=fog, h=hail, m=mist, r=rain, 
sh=showers, sl=sleet, sn=snow, s=sun, t=thunder
*=previous day **=data not available

                            Temp C               Rain mm    Sun hr*
                       midday yesterday          24 hrs to 5pm yesterday

Noon today

6   SH   14.6   0.0
7   C   8.4   0.6
8   R   1.4   1.6
5   PC   33.2   0.0
8   C   2.6   **
0   DU   0.2   **
7   R   2.4   2.5
3   R   0.0   **
5   PC   0.2   0.0
3   PC   0.6   **
6   PC   0.2   0.0
7   B   3.2   5.0
7   S   0.0   0.0
6   C   9.6   0.8
5   PC   2.0   4.5
7   R   3.2   1.9
7   PC   0.0   **
5   M   2.0   0.0
-1   FG   0.2   0.5
7   SH   11.0   1.8
4   PC   2.8   **
8   PC   4.2   0.0
7   DU   7.0   **
7   SH   24.8   0.0
3   R   0.8   **
8   SH   14.0   0.0
6   SH   13.2   0.7
3   B   0.0   0.0
8   R   15.6   **
2   M   3.4   0.0
3   PC   0.2   0.0
5   SH   11.8   1.8
5   M   0.6   0.0
7   PC   2.6   **
5   R   3.6   **
3   R   0.6   0.0
8   PC   21.6   0.0
3   M   0.0   **
6   PC   0.6   **
8   PC   0.0   **
9   PC   0.8   **
2   FG   2.8   0.0
7   PC   0.6   0.0
6   DU   16.0   **
5   M   0.0   0.0
7   PC   1.2   **
7   D   8.4   2.1
7   DU   0.8   3.2
6   C   0.4   0.2
9   C   19.4   **
6   PC   0.0   0.0

The world
All readings local midday yesterday
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Zurich

16   PC
4   S
18   PC
24   C
23   PC
29   PC
30   PC
10   PC
1   S
23   PC
8   S
6   S
22   B
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5   B
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5   B
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Five days ahead
Becoming milder with 
increasing amounts of
cloud and areas of rain 
spreading east

Today Many places will be dry for a time, but areas of cloud and rain will move east. Max 10C (50F), min -3C (27F)

Tides
Tidal predictions.
Heights in metres

Today Ht Ht
Aberdeen

Avonmouth

Belfast

Cardiff

Devonport

Dover

Dublin

Falmouth

Greenock

Harwich

Holyhead

Hull

Leith

Liverpool

London Bridge

Lowestoft

Milford Haven

Morecambe

Newhaven

Newquay

Oban

Penzance

Portsmouth

Shoreham

Southampton

Swansea

Tees

Weymouth

08:14 3.7 20:25 3.8
01:06 10.4 13:41 10.8
05:41 3.0 17:56 3.3
01:03 9.8 13:36 10.2
12:10 4.8 --:-- --
05:32 5.7 18:22 5.7
06:23 3.5 18:36 3.8
11:54 4.5 --:-- --
06:59 3.0 18:48 3.3
05:49 3.4 18:37 3.5
05:04 4.7 17:21 5.0
13:16 6.3 --:-- --
09:19 4.8 21:44 4.8
05:42 7.8 18:07 8.2
07:42 6.0 20:37 6.3
03:19 2.4 17:06 2.3
00:26 5.5 12:57 5.9
05:48 7.7 18:17 8.1
05:32 5.7 18:02 5.5
11:56 6.0 --:-- --
00:21 3.0 12:48 3.4
11:23 4.8 --:-- --
06:09 4.2 18:31 4.1
05:42 5.3 18:14 5.2
04:48 4.0 17:17 3.8
00:33 7.5 13:04 7.9
10:33 4.5 22:45 4.7
00:57 1.4 13:10 1.6

Synoptic situation

A slight ridge of high pressure
will bring some dry conditions 
over Wales, England and parts
of Scotland as a weak occluded 
fronts moves into the North
Sea. Low pressure centred
to the south of Iceland will
push a complex set of fronts
into Ireland and then western
Britain later, bringing thick 
cloud and outbreaks of rain 
eastwards.

Highs and lows
24hrs to 5pm yesterday

Warmest: St Marys,                      
Isles of Scilly, 9.3C
Coldest: Little Rissington, -4.3C
Wettest: Aviemore,                        
Inverness-shire, 33.2mm
Sunniest: Morecambe, 6.4hrs*

Sun and moon
For Greenwich
Sun rises:
Sun sets:
Moon rises:
Moon sets:
New moon: December 14

Hours of darkness
Aberdeen

Belfast

Birmingham

Cardiff

Exeter

Glasgow

Liverpool

London

Manchester

Newcastle

Norwich

Penzance

Sheffi eld

15:56-08:06
16:28-08:05
16:23-07:37
16:33-07:37
16:39-07:35
16:13-08:06
16:23-07:46
16:21-07:25
16:19-07:44
16:08-07:50
16:10-07:25
16:49-07:40
16:17-07:40

General situation: Cloud and rain d d
clearing eastern Britain to bring some 
dry spells, but further areas of cloud 
and rain will move into western areas. 
SE Eng, E Anglia, E Mids, Cen N Eng, 
E Eng, London: Cloudy with showery 
rain and some fog around in the 
morning, turning dry with sunnymorning turning dry with sunny
spells during the afternoon. Light 
southwesterly wind. Maximum 
7C (45F), minimum 0C (32F).
Cen S Eng, W Mids: A dry day with 
some sunny spells, then cloud 

increasing from the west later. Light
westerly wind. Maximum 7C (45F),
minimum 2C (36F).
Republic of Ireland, N Ireland: Dry in 
the east at fi rst, but cloud and rain
will spread east across Ireland. Light 
to moderate southerly wind, fresh 
around the coast. Maximum 10C (50F), around the coast Maximum 10C (50F)
minimum 4C (39F).
SW Eng, Wales, Channel Is, IoM:
Dry with some frost patches and 
sunny spells around at fi rst, then
cloud increasing to bring rain from 

the west during the afternoon. 
Light southwesterly wind, becoming 
moderate southerly later. Maximum
10C (50F), minimum 2C (36F).
NW Eng, Lake District, NE Eng, Argyll, 
Edinburgh & Dundee, Cen Highland,
Borders, SW Scotland, Moray Firth, 
Glasgow, NE Scotland, NW Scotland, Glasgow NE Scotland NW Scotland
N Isles, Aberdeen: Mainly cloudy with 
showery rain or sleet and a few sunny
spells. Mainly light and variable winds. 
Maximum 8C (46F), minimum 
-3C (27F).
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Flood alerts and warnings

At 17:00 on Tuesday there were 
fi ve fl ood alerts and no warnings in 
England, three fl ood alerts and seven 
warnings in Scotland and no fl ood 
alerts or warnings in Wales. 
For further information and updates
in England visit fl ood-warning-
information.service.gov.uk, for Wales uk, for Wales 
naturalresources.wales/flfl ooding and g ag a
for Scotland SEPA.org.ukk

Cold front
Warm front
Occluded front
Trough
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Some sunny spells but most of the 
day will be cloudy with showery rain 
over England, Wales and Scotland.over England, WaWaWaWales lesss and Scotland.
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Mainly dry over England and Wales
with sunny spells and the risk of some
showers in the north and west. Dryshowers in the nnnnortorththhh and west. Dry

here with shhere with shat fi rst elsewhewhewhewhwheheheeheeheheh re wre we wre wre we wre wre wwwre wre wre wiiiiththithtithttt shoowshhshshshhh ery rain hehehehhheerre wre wwre wre wre wre wrre wre wrr itithithttthtiti hshhshshshshhere with sh
and sleet. 

in 0Cin 0CMax 11C, minminmininniinmin 00C0C0C0CCCC00innnininnni CCCCCCCin 0C

Cloudy over England, Wales and 
Scotland with outbreaks of rain,
turning wintry across the Highlands.turning wintry aaaacroscroscrossss the Highlands. 
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An area of cloud and rain will move
east across Ireland and then the rest 
of Britain, after a mainly dry andof Britain, after a r aa mmamamainly dy ry and

g over Englag over Englasunny morninnninng ovg ovg ovg og ovg og ovg og oovg og o erererer er er err rr rr EEEEEEEnglanglalnglanglalalaannd, Walesog oog og ooogg og ooo o Er Er Er Er Er Er EEr EE aglanglaglanglalag ag over Engla
d.d.and Scotlandddddddd...ddd...d.
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Breezy and mild with showery rain
over England and Wales, heavy in the
southeast. Sunny spells and a fewsoutheast. Sunnynynyny sppepppells and a few 
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F
reezing fog was more than a
cold, clammy ordeal for
parts of England this week;
in some places it also cast a
spell of icy jewels 

decorating trees, bushes and almost 
every outside thing. In the Chiltern 
Hills outside London, forecasters 
from the weather service MetDesk 
were amazed to find a woodland 
covered in nuggets of ice, and as 
sunshine pierced the cloak of fog, so 
the ice came tumbling down and 
carpeted the ground. There was also 
a stunning picture of rime in the 
Fens at Wisbech (bit.ly/2JW7yEF). 

This winter wonderland of ice was
thanks to a type of frost known as 
rime, quite rare in England because 
it needs fog to form in the bitter 
cold. In these sub-zero conditions, 
the water droplets in the fog remain 
liquid well below freezing, but as 
soon as the droplets touch a cold 
object they instantly freeze into ice 
crystals. If a wind blows, it creates 
the bizarre sight of thick streaks of 
rime sticking out in the direction of 
the wind, making it look like icy 
spears bursting out from trees and 
other objects.

Samuel Coleridge gave rime a 
starring role in his epic poem Rime 
of the Ancient Mariner, about an old 
mariner sailing a ship through 
Antarctic mist and ice. The word 
rime in this poem is often taken in 
its old meaning for “rhyme”, but 
Coleridge was probably making a 
wordplay on rime also meaning 
frosty. After all, rime often forms on 
the windy side of sails and ships in 
freezing weather.

So, as the mariner’s ship is blown
off course southward to the 
Antarctic,

“And now there came both mist 
and snow,

And it grew wondrous cold.”
The beams of the ship frost over, 

“Like April hoar-frost spread”, and 
the mariner himself finds his beard 
frosty or “hoary”.

Coleridge was clearly taken with 
frozen weather as he returned to a 
frosty theme in his poem Frost at 
Midnight, which opens with the 
enchanting lines: “The Frost 
performs its secret ministry,

Unhelped by any wind.”

Weather Eye
Paul Simons 



in October. Asked to assess Joshua’s
strengths he paid due tribute to his
punching power and then said: “His tan
is better than mine.” He apologised and
suggested the remark had been taken
out of context, albeit the acceptable
context remained a mystery. 

Whether he can cause as much
trouble in a sporting context remains to
be seen, but plenty of people feel he
could prove a difficult opponent for
Joshua. He comes from fighting stock
— his father, Venko, was a professional
and his younger brother, Tervel, won a
bronze medal at the 2012 Olympics —
and, unlike Ruiz before Joshua’s last
fight, he has been training hard. This
has included climbing the 2,600-metre
Tooth Peak in Bulgaria and knocking
out 10km runs in 50 minutes at altitude
in the Pirin Mountains, home to bears
and wolves.

Joshua’s remark that “it’s not the fight
I want” and that he would have pre-
ferred an easier warm-up to shake off
the ring rust will be music to Pulev’s
ears. He sounded both confident and
emotional on arrival at the fight bubble.
“This was my late father’s dream,” he
said yesterday. “That is why me and my
brother are here. His project was to
have sons and for them to become
boxing champions. He looks down
from above. He wants to win on
Saturday night with me.”

At this point we may add that Pulev
said that Wladimir Klitschko had been
“lucky” in their meeting despite knock-
ing him down three times and leading
40-33 on all the scorecards when the
end came. Pulev says that experience
will amend Saturday’s performance. “I
will be a new Kubrat Pulev,” he said. He
may need to be. For all the bullishness

and eight consecutive wins since that
solitary loss to Klitschko, he has
stopped only one of his past four oppo-
nents, and while beating Hughie Fury
and Derek Chisora on points are good
wins, they are by no means great.

Eighteen months ago, in the after-
math of shock, with Joshua beaten for
the first time, Eddie Hearn, his promot-
er, wandered Manhattan in the wee
small hours, trying to make sense of
what had happened and potential lost
opportunities. Pulev knows there is a
huge amount riding on Saturday again,
for Joshua, Hearn, Tyson Fury and
legions of fans. He will try to prey on
any festering fear. “I don’t believe that
the Joshua v Fury fight is going to
happen,” he said. It would be entirely in
keeping with 2020 if one of its last
sporting acts was to commit 2021’s
potential highlight to the back burner.

Pulev has a jab to be wary of but often gets into trouble outside the ring, most notably when he kissed a TV reporter, left

Hexham
Rob Wright

12.25 Bushypark 2.25 Cudgel  
12.55 Spirit Of Hale 2.55 Dunly 
1.25 West End Lady 3.25 Sophie Fatale  
1.55 Overworkdunderpaid 
Going: heavy-soft in places
Sky Sports Racing

12.25 Handicap Hurdle 

(£3,899: 2m 4f) (10)

1 P41-U ARTICLE FIFTY 30 (P,T) G Bewley 7-11-13 J Bewley (3)
2 -0000 GELBOE DE CHANAY 35 B Haslam 4-11-12 A Cawley
3 142-0 KAUTO D’AMOUR 60 Mrs S Smith 5-11-12 R Mania
4 53-60 ITSNOTYOUITSME 48 (W,T) M Barnes 7-11-10

Ross Chapman
5 -6443 LOUGHERMORE 14 S Waugh 6-11-10 Miss A Waugh (5)
6 2-650 ROMEO BROWN 26 P Kirby 6-11-7 S Quinlan
7 -00P0 TOI STOREY 34 (P,T,CD) Rebecca Menzies 7-11-4 C O’Farrell
8 50-00 VELKERA 21 Adam Nicol 6-11-1 Sam Coltherd (3)
9 60011 BUSHYPARK 7 (CD) P Kirby 6-11-0 T Dowson
10 /033- THE PINE MARTIN 279 (BF,C) M Hammond 10-10-0

J Colliver
1-2 Bushypark, 8-1 Loughermore, 10-1 The Pine Martin, Article Fifty,
12-1 Kauto D’Amour, 14-1 Itsnotyouitsme, 20-1 Romeo Brown, 33-1 others.

12.55 Handicap Chase 

(£3,444: 3m) (15)

1 3/4-6 CRANK EM UP 21 (B) S G West 9-11-12 J Kington
2 2P-04 MYMILAN 30 (P,BF) A M Thomson 7-11-8 R Mania
3 F25-1 ASKING FOR ANSWERS 44 (D) M Todhunter 7-11-4

D McMenamin (3)
4 P42-0 SMUGGLER’S STASH 60 (V,CD) Mrs R Dobbin 10-11-3

Craig Nichol
5 651P- THE DAWN MAN 270 (BF,D) M Scudamore 9-11-3

B J Powell
6 /P5P- PURPLE HARRY 282 (T) Miss T Jackson 12-11-1 B Hughes
7 03P-3 LEVEROCK LASS 21 T Reed 7-10-12 H Reed (3)
8 2342- BUZZKILLBOB 291 (H,BF) Rebecca Menzies 10-10-11

N Moscrop (3)
9 13-05 SPIRIT OF HALE 15 (T,V,D) Jennie Candlish 9-10-10

S Quinlan
10 2/45- MORE MADNESS 270 (P) N Alexander 13-10-6 B Lynn (5)
11 63-30 FLAMING GLORY 46 (P) Katie Scott 6-10-6 S Mulqueen (3)
12 0/4-3 CIARABELLA 124 M Hammond 7-10-3

Miss Becky Smith (3)
13 5P6-0 TRIMMERS LANE 40 (P) M Hammond 10-10-0 A Cawley
14 05-35 HOPEFULL 9 R M Smith 10-10-0 D R Fox
15 P0-0P GOLD MAN 70 (T,V) J Farrelly 11-10-0 C Brassil (5)
9-4 Asking For Answers, 6-1 Mymilan, 7-1 The Dawn Man, 8-1 Ciarabella,
10-1 Smuggler’s Stash, 12-1 Buzzkillbob, Flaming Glory, 14-1 others.

1.25 Mares’ Novices’ Hurdle 
(£3,899: 2m) (10)

1 25-4 CHARM OFFENSIVE 33 N Alexander 6-10-10 B Hughes
2 2-21 FAIRFIELD FERRATA 28 (D) J O’Keeffe 4-10-10 J Colliver
3 33P- LITTLE MO 283 A M Thomson 8-10-10 R Mania
4 FP LIZZIE LOCH 16 A Whillans 4-10-10 Craig Nichol
5 0 MISS TARA MOSS 25 Oliver Greenall 5-10-10

Ross Turner (5)
6 00 NOT YOUR CHOICE 28 C Grant 4-10-10 S Quinlan
7 33/5- PRINCESS AVERY 448 S Corbett 6-10-10 Sam Coltherd (3)
8 5PF- STILL A SPARK 311 J Walton 5-10-10 Doubtful
9 50-0 THAT’S YOUR LOTTIE 9 (H,T) Katie Scott 5-10-10 C Bewley
10 P-3 WEST END LADY 33 Miss L Russell 5-10-10

S Mulqueen (3)
11-10 Fairfield Ferrata, 11-8 West End Lady, 15-2 Charm Offensive, 20-1 Lizzie
Loch, Little Mo, 25-1 Miss Tara Moss, 50-1 Not Your Choice, 66-1 others.

1.55 Handicap Chase (£3,444: 2m 4f) (8)

1 /35-0 RYALEX 30 (T,D) Miss L Russell 9-12-0 Doubtful
2 5P52- SOLID STRIKE 270 (P,CD) Paul Collins 12-11-12 B Hughes
3 -0121 ORIONINVERNESS 45 (T,V,CD) Miss L Russell 9-11-9

S Mulqueen (3)
4 4623U DON’T NEED TO KNOW 9 (T) R M Smith 6-11-9

W Shanahan (7)
5 20-63 OVERWORKDUNDERPAID 49 (V,BF) Laura Morgan 7-11-5

C Bewley
6 P-502 ABSOLUTELY DYLAN 17 Mrs S Smith 7-11-3 R Mania
7 2355- KITTY FISHER 279 (P,CD) Miss S Forster 10-10-0

J Hamilton
8 0-002 FARLAM KING 45 (T) M Barnes 7-10-0 Ross Chapman
15-8 Orioninverness, 3-1 Absolutely Dylan, 11-2 Overworkdunderpaid, 6-1
Don’t Need To Know, 15-2 Solid Strike, 12-1 Ryalex, 20-1 others.

2.25 Handicap Hurdle
(£3,249: 2m 7f) (13)

1 16-14 DEQUALL 21 (C) W Coltherd 4-11-12 Sam Coltherd (3)
2 PP2-4 THE VERY THING 33 (H) M Hammond 6-11-12

B Garritty (3)
3 261-P WIND OF HOPE 21 (P) A Whillans 11-11-6 C Bewley
4 54-45 FINAL FLING 26 (P,CD) Mrs R Dobbin 9-11-5

W Shanahan (7)
5 P-530 A LADIES MILAN 33 (P,T,BF) Miss L Russell 6-11-4

B Campbell (3)
6 323-1 CUDGEL 33 (CD) J Walton 7-11-3 C O’Farrell
7 -0666 FAME AND HOPE 11 G Boanas 5-11-1 B Hughes
8 001-2 GOLAN CLOUD 21 (P) Jennie Candlish 7-11-1 S Quinlan
9 66-F0 WESTERN SUNRISE 43 J Farrelly 11-10-12 C Brassil (5)
10 41-15 ESPOIR MORIVIERE 26 Mrs R Dobbin 6-10-11 Craig Nichol
11 4651- OLIVER’S ISLAND 268 (B,T,D) Sean Conway 8-10-7

A Anderson (7)
12 056/3 LOVE AT DAWN 21 F Murtagh 7-10-3 L Murtagh (3)
13 00430 SAINT JUDE 21 (P,T) A Wilson 7-10-1 D McMenamin (3)
3-1 Cudgel, 4-1 Golan Cloud, 15-2 Espoir Moriviere, 8-1 Love At Dawn, 10-1
Oliver’s Island, Dequall, 12-1 Final Fling, The Very Thing.

2.55 Handicap Chase (£3,444: 2m) (8)

1 232-3 SKIPPING ON 17 (P,D) Laura Morgan 11-12-2 P Cowley (5)
2 156-3 DUNLY 33 (B,D) J Ewart 7-11-12 B Hughes
3 02-54 WOR VERGE 21 (T) S Corbett 7-11-6 N Moscrop (3)
4 4-361 SOUTHEAST ROSE 21 (T,CD) M Todhunter 7-11-1 S Quinlan
5 2-003 CASIMIR DU CLOS 19 (P,CD) W Coltherd 8-10-9

Sam Coltherd (3)
6 /P4-2 NETTLEBUSH 21 (T) Miss S Forster 10-10-8

S Mulqueen (3)
7 66P53 ROLL OF THUNDER 15 (CD) J Walton 11-10-4 C O’Farrell
8 5P/3P MUILEAN NA MADOG 22 (BF) M Young 9-10-0 J M Davies
9-4 Southeast Rose, 4-1 Skipping On, 5-1 Dunly, 6-1 Nettlebush,
8-1 Wor Verge, 10-1 Muilean Na Madog, 12-1 Casimir Du Clos, Roll Of Thunder.

3.25 Maiden Hurdle (£3,899: 2m 4f) (6)

1 221 HOUSTON TEXAS 52 A Whillans 6-11-2 Craig Nichol
2 03-04 PADDY THE PANDA 21 Daragh Bourke 5-11-2 A Cawley
3 P-023 STORM ARCADIO 67 L Horsfall 4-11-2 F Gregory (3)
4 F/P2- WESTDANTE 325 Danny Brooke 5-11-2 J Kington
5 24-14 LADY BOWES 44 J Moffatt 6-10-9 Charlotte Jones (7)
6 22-3U SOPHIE FATALE 33 A M Thomson 8-10-9 R Mania
7-4 Sophie Fatale, 5-2 Lady Bowes, 9-2 Storm Arcadio, 11-2 Houston Texas,
10-1 Paddy The Panda, 16-1 Westdante.

Kempton Park
Rob Wright

3.50 Caribbean Sunset 5.55 Sword Spirit 
4.20 Medway 6.25 Amniarix 
4.55 Highland Avenue 6.55 Note Bleu 
5.25 Rohaan (nb) 7.25 Imperium 
Going: standard to slow
Draw: 5f-1m, low numbers best Racing TV

3.50 Novice Stakes 

(2-Y-O: £3,429: 6f) (11)

1 (10) 1 CARIBBEAN SUNSET 18 (D) S & E Crisford 9-9
James Doyle

2 (4) 0 BEAU VISAGE 25 D F Davis 9-2 P J McDonald
3 (3) 5 GLEN ROSA 54 Adam West 9-2 C Bennett
4 (1) 50 IMPEACH 20 (P) B Meehan 9-2 M Dwyer
5 (2) 0 IVASECRET 58 J Butler 9-2 J Crowley
6 (11) 60 LOYAL HAVANA 18 N Littmoden 9-2 Joshua Bryan (3)
7 (9) 4 ROCKETT MAN 37 Tom Clover 9-2 J Mitchell
8 (6) 5 RONAN ACCUSER 61 D M Simcock 9-2 L Morris
9 (7) 4 SEE THE CELEBRITY 14 D P Quinn 9-2 L Keniry
10 (5) ZEN DANCER Martin Smith 9-2 H Turner
11 (8) 50 LITTLE GEM 166 C Fellowes 8-11 A Beech (5)
6-4 Caribbean Sunset, 7-2 Ronan Accuser, 5-1 Impeach, 7-1 Rockett Man, 10-1
See The Celebrity, 16-1 Glen Rosa, 20-1 Loyal Havana, 25-1 others.

4.20 Novice Stakes
(2-Y-O: £4,075: 7f) (10)

1 (8) 1 MARAAKIZ 20 (D) W Haggas 9-9 J Crowley
2 (9) ABRAG A Balding 9-2 D Probert
3 (3) 5 DARK ESTEEM 117 (H) R Teal 9-2 N Currie
4 (4) DUTY OF CARE Sir M Stoute 9-2 R Kingscote
5 (2) GOODWOOD GLEN W Knight 9-2 B Curtis
6 (6) 00 HANOVERIAN KING 37 Simon Pearce 9-2 D Keenan (3)
7 (1) 5 MEDWAY 23 D M Simcock 9-2 J P Spencer
8 (10) 64 PAPAS DREAM 21 J S Moore 9-2 S W Kelly
9 (7) 40 SERGEANT MAJOR 14 R Hannon 9-2 Rossa Ryan
10 (5) THE VEGAS RAIDER M Bell 9-2 L Morris
13-8 Maraakiz, 11-4 Duty Of Care, 11-2 Papas Dream, 6-1 Medway, 12-1 Abrag,
14-1 The Vegas Raider, 20-1 Goodwood Glen, 33-1 others.

4.55 Novice Stakes (2-Y-O: £4,075: 7f) (10)

1 (9) CAMPSIE GLEN (T) J Eustace 9-5 S Donohoe
2 (6) CAYMAN MOON W Knight 9-5 S W Kelly
3 (4) 0 EL CAMINO 21 (T) B Meehan 9-5 M Dwyer
4 (3) EPIC PASS M Johnston 9-5 F Norton
5 (1) HIGHLAND AVENUE C Appleby 9-5 James Doyle
6 (10) 0 MADAD 26 H Kobeissi 9-5 P J McDonald
7 (8) 5 RIVER DERWENT 29 D M Simcock 9-5 J P Spencer
8 (2) 02 RUN TO FREEDOM 49 H Candy 9-5 D Probert
9 (5) YEAR OF THE DRAGON D P Quinn 9-5 L Keniry
10 (7) 06 AVIARY 28 R Charlton 9-0 T Greatrex (3)
15-8 Highland Avenue, 7-2 Run To Freedom, 6-1 Epic Pass, 8-1 Aviary,
El Camino, 12-1 Madad, 14-1 River Derwent, 16-1 Cayman Moon, 20-1 others.

5.25 Handicap (2-Y-O: £3,429: 7f) (11)

1 (8) 355 MUAY THAI 70 R Hannon 9-7 Rossa Ryan
2 (1) 3322 DASHING DICK 27 (BF) W Stone 9-6 B Curtis
3 (9) 023 MILLION REASONS 28 (T) M Botti 9-6 S Cherchi (5)
4 (4) 033 DOONBEG FARMER 159 R Hughes 9-3 S W Kelly
5 (2) 46551 HACKNESS HARRY 42 (C) D M Simcock 9-2 L Morris
6 (7) 556 DUJAC 121 Miss Amy Murphy 9-1 D Probert
7 (3) 15600 WHOLELOTAFUN 23 (P,D) J S Moore 9-1

Laura Coughlan (5)
8 (6) 51050 COCO BEAR 64 Eve J-Houghton 9-1 Georgia Dobie (5)
9 (5) 26 DEPUTY 34 C Fellowes 9-0 S Donohoe
10(11) 06212 LOVE OF ZOFFANY 8 (BF,D) M Johnston 8-12 F Norton
11(10) 0001 ROHAAN 8 P Evans 8-8(6ex) D Keenan (3)
10-3 Rohaan, 11-2 Hackness Harry, 6-1 Dashing Dick, 7-1 Muay Thai, Deputy,
Love Of Zoffany, 8-1 Million Reasons, 10-1 Doonbeg Farmer, 14-1 others.

5.55 Novice Stakes (£3,429: 1m) (10)

1 (8) 02 AMSBY 291 J Eustace 3-9-5 M Dwyer
2 (4) 05 BRINGING GLORY 9 M Appleby 3-9-5 T Ladd (3)
3 (1) 0- ON THE NOD 562 R J Smith 3-9-5 M Crehan (5)
4 (5) 42-2 SECRET VICTORY 23 C Appleby 3-9-5 James Doyle
5 (6) 40030 TOP DROP 89 (W) A Balding 3-9-5 Joshua Bryan (3)

6 (9) VANITY AFFAIR (H) C Fellowes 3-9-5 H Turner
7 (7) CARMENERE D Coakley 3-9-0 D Probert
8 (3) HYACINTH J-R Auvray 3-9-0 R Kingscote
9 (10) 0 SEPORA 14 Adam West 3-9-0 Rossa Ryan
10 (2) 4 SWORD SPIRIT 32 W Haggas 3-9-0 J Crowley
11-10 Secret Victory, 7-2 Sword Spirit, 6-1 Top Drop, Amsby, 8-1 Vanity Affair,
33-1 Carmenere, Bringing Glory, 50-1 Hyacinth, 60-1 others.

6.25 Fillies’ Handicap (£5,208: 1m) (6)

1 (6) -0655 STARRY EYES 48 J Chapple-Hyam 4-9-11 S W Kelly
2 (1) 11003 TORONADO QUEEN 9 (D) R Fahey 4-9-8 B McHugh
3 (3) 431 AMNIARIX 26 Ed Walker 3-9-7 James Doyle
4 (2) 0-000 WITH CAUTION 26 J Eustace 4-9-6 S Donohoe
5 (5) 30500 ROMAN SPINNER 14 (T,CD) R Guest 5-8-12 L Morris
6 (4) 42313 EPONINA 25 (D) M Appleby 6-8-11 T Ladd (3)
11-10 Amniarix, 10-3 Eponina, 6-1 Starry Eyes, 15-2 Toronado Queen,
8-1 Roman Spinner, 20-1 With Caution.

6.55 Handicap (£5,208: 1m 3f) (9)

1 (9) 01132 CULTURE 14 (V,CD) Tom Ward 4-9-7 James Doyle
2 (7) 630-3 GLENDEVON 337 (T,BF,C) T Gallagher 5-9-7 D Keenan (3)
3 (6) 00200 MUKHA MAGIC 18 (D) Miss G Kelleway 4-9-6 L Morris
4 (3) 01-4 FLY FALCON 162 D Menuisier 3-9-3 J P Spencer
5 (1) 30201 HORN OF PLENTY 17 A Balding 3-9-0 D Probert
6 (8) 40444 GABRIAL THE ONE 15 R Fahey 4-8-13 B McHugh
7 (5) 03031 CENTRAL CITY 7 (P,CD) I Williams 5-8-11(5ex) R Kingscote
8 (2) 00000 SIGLO SIX 28 S Lycett 4-8-9 P J McDonald
9 (4) 16000 NOTE BLEU 14 (B,C) G L Moore 3-8-7 B Curtis
3-1 Horn Of Plenty, 4-1 Central City, 9-2 Culture, 5-1 Fly Falcon, 7-1 Gabrial
The One, 8-1 Glendevon, 14-1 Mukha Magic, 16-1 Note Bleu, 33-1 Siglo Six.

7.25 Handicap (£7,159: 2m) (7)

1 (3) 34104 COSMELLI 13 (V,D) Miss G Kelleway 7-10-0 B Curtis
2 (4) 0-600 CLEONTE 21 (D) A Balding 7-9-12 Joshua Bryan (3)
3 (6) 2-131 IMPERIUM 28 (CD) R Charlton 4-9-8 James Doyle
4 (1) -3235 ALFREDO 21 (B,T,CD) S Durack 8-9-6 T P Queally
5 (2) 25211 AMTIYAZ 18 J Gosden 3-9-0 R Havlin
6 (7) 22614 DANCE TO PARIS 18 (V,CD) Mrs L Wadham 5-8-13

J Crowley
7 (5) 35644 MONJENI 7 (V,D) I Williams 7-8-9 J Quinn
5-4 Amtiyaz, 9-4 Imperium, 8-1 Dance To Paris, 10-1 Monjeni, 14-1 Cosmelli,
Cleonte, 16-1 Alfredo.

Blinkered first time: 
Hexham 12.55 Gold Man. 1.55 Overworkdunderpaid.
Lingfield 12.45 Passing Nod; Come On Tier. 2.45 Rakematiz.

6 Today’s meeting at Leicester has been
abandoned due to a waterlogged track.

Bob Arum turned 89 yesterday and has
decades of theories that he likes to
share. The promoter says that Don
King, boxing’s hair-raising salesman,
thinks Arum is an undercover federal
agent. His old work for Robert Kenne-
dy led him to the conclusion that JFK
was assassinated at the behest of Fidel
Castro. His latest proclamation may
also cause a stir. He says that he is
utterly convinced that Anthony Joshua
will be knocked out by Kubrat Pulev on
Saturday night.

You take the word of boxing’s snake-
oil purveyors at
your peril, but
Arum says that his
confidence comes
from once pro-
moting Andy Ruiz
Jr, who beat Joshua
18 months ago.
Arum did not pull
his punches in
forming his conclu-
sion, saying anyone
who lost to Ruiz was
not “an elite fighter” and that Joshua
had affected the “second coming of
Muhammad Ali” in last December’s
rematch but merely ran away from a
“fat, obese” opponent. “Once Pulev gets
finished with him there won’t be an
Anthony Joshua,” he concluded.

This may be overstating Pulev’s case.
The gnarly Bulgarian has a jab and
power and we can expect him to be
game, given that he is 39 and this

Sport
‘Joshua the new 
Ali? He only ran 
away from a fatty’
Boxing
Rick Broadbent

How they match up

MARK ROBINSON/MATCHROOM

world-title shot comes six years after
his first and three since he pulled out of
his scheduled bout with Joshua, the
WBA, IBF, WBO and IBO champion,
because of injury. 

Older, possibly better, but evidently
not wiser, the IBF’s mandatory challen-
ger’s recent headlines have mostly been
negative ones. Last year, when he beat
Bogdan Dinu in Costa Mesa, Califor-
nia, he reacted by forcibly kissing a TV
reporter, Jennifer Ravalo, on the lips.
He initially dismissed it, saying they
were friends who had laughed it off at
the post-fight party, where they even
thanked each other. Then Ravalo got

her lawyers in-
volved and claimed
he had also groped
her. Misjudging
the moment by
miles, Pulev said:
“I do not hate her. I
still have good
feelings for her
even though they
attack me and say
lies. What they
are doing is not
moral because

there are really a lot of women who are
real victims of sexual abuse.”

Ravalo disagreed. So did the Califor-
nia State Athletics Commission and
Pulev was fined, suspended and sent on
a sexual harassment prevention course.
On completion, he got his licence back
with the warning that another offence
would result in a North American ban.

It was an ugly stain on his record but
he was back in a mire of his own making
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Kubrat
Pulev

Anthony
Joshua

39 Age 31
Bulgaria Nationality British

29 Fights 24
28 Wins 23

1 (v W 
Klitschko, 

2014)
Losses

1 (v A Ruiz 
Jr, 2019)

14 KOs 21
6ft 4in Height 6ft 6in

17st 10lb Weight 16st 13lb
79.5in Reach 82in
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Sport

3.15 Apprentice Handicap
(£2,782: 1m) (9)

1 (8) 43064 GAVI DI GAVI 12 (P) A King 5-9-7 Georgina King (7)
2 (9) 23333 LITTLE DOWNS 30 R Hannon 3-9-7 L Catton
3 (4) 6-600 ROSARDO SENORITA 14 (D) R J Smith 3-9-7Levi Williams
4 (7) 02005 CHETAN 15 (P,CD) A Carroll 8-9-5 Mollie Phillips (5)
5 (2) 60-00 HARLEQUIN 42 L Dace 3-9-4 Bradley Harris (5)
6 (5) 21125 CASARUAN 16 (BF,D) M Appleby 3-9-2 Sophie Jones (7)
7 (3) 20204 LUNA WISH 14 (D) G Margarson 3-9-2 Laura Pearson
8 (1) 50141 BLACK MEDICK 14 (P,CD) Mrs L Mongan 4-9-2

Callum Hutchinson (5)
9 (6) 30560 THREE C’S 16 (P,CD) George Boughey 6-9-2W Humphrey (7)
7-2 Casaruan, 4-1 Little Downs, 5-1 Black Medick, Luna Wish, 6-1 Gavi Di Gavi,
7-1 Chetan, 14-1 Three C’s, 16-1 Rosardo Senorita, 25-1 Harlequin.

Wright choice: Gavi Di Gavi did not get a clear run when
fourth at Chelmsford Dangers Casaruan, Little Downs

Course specialists
Hexham: Trainers Jedd O’Keeffe, 5 from 14 runners,
35.7%; P Collins, 3 from 10, 30.0%. Jockeys R Turner,
3 from 11 rides, 27.3%; B Hughes, 45 from 250, 18.0%.
Kempton: Trainers C Appleby, 39 from 99, 39.4%;
J Gosden, 83 from 328, 25.3%. Jockeys James Doyle,
61 from 275, 22.2%; J Crowley, 86 from 478, 18.0%.
Lingfield: Trainers S&e Crisford, 5 from 13, 38.5%;
J Gosden, 63 from 229, 27.5%. Jockeys R Clutterbuck,
6 from 35, 17.1%; A Rawlinson, 13 from 77, 16.9%.

2.15 Handicap (£2,782: 1m 2f) (10)

1 (5) 00602 KODIAC HARBOUR 18 (P,C) R Brisland 5-9-13 K Shoemark
2 (1) 1-406 EXMOOR BEAST 99 (CD) L Allan 4-9-12

Levi Williams (7)
3 (2) 00606 SOPHOSC 57 (C) J Tuite 4-9-10 C Bishop
4 (9) 11014 LAURENTIA 12 (CD) D Ivory 4-9-9 G Downing
5 (4) 12600 BY JOVE 86 (D) M Appleby 3-9-7 C Fallon
6 (10) 20052 SUBLIMINAL 35 (P,BF,CD) S Dow 5-9-7 A Kirby
7 (3) 45300 CITY ESCAPE 18 Mrs S Humphrey 3-9-6W Humphrey (7)
8 (6) 53304 PILOT WINGS 155 (BF) A Carroll 5-9-3Mollie Phillips (7)
9 (7) -3435 AMARETTO J51 (P,CD) J Boyle 5-9-2 Rhiain Ingram (5)
10 (8) 0-50 BRUTE FORCE 23 R Teal 4-8-10 C Shepherd
11-4 Kodiac Harbour, 7-2 Subliminal, 7-1 By Jove, 8-1 Pilot Wings, Exmoor
Beast, Laurentia, 12-1 City Escape, Amaretto.

Wright choice: City Escape was unsuited by a slow early
pace here last time Dangers Subliminal, Laurentia

2.45 Handicap (£2,782: 1m 2f) (9)

1 (8) 43400 FILLES DE FLEUR 35 G L Moore 4-9-11 R Clutterbuck (7)
2 (7) 30/00 RETURNING GLORY 21 (P) Suzi Best 5-9-10 A Rawlinson
3 (4) 12040 ELEGANT LOVE 13 (D) A Carroll 4-9-9 K Shoemark
4 (6) 00306 RAKEMATIZ 12 (V,CD) B Johnson 6-9-7 W Carson
5 (5) 40-63 LIBBRETTA 35 J Long 5-9-6 R Hornby
6 (1) 60056 DERRY BOY 12 (T,BF,D) P Evans 4-9-5 A Kirby
7 (3) -5450 CHIAVARI 18 (D) Alexandra Dunn 6-9-4 D Muscutt
8 (9) 14645 NARJES 7 (H,CD) M Appleby 6-9-2 C Fallon
9 (2) 00001 JUNOESQUE 14 (H,CD) J Gallagher 6-8-13 W Carver (5)
7-2 Junoesque, 4-1 Derry Boy, 5-1 Libbretta, 6-1 Narjes, 7-1 Elegant Love, 8-1
Rakematiz, 10-1 Chiavari, Filles De Fleur, 25-1 Returning Glory.

Wright choice: Filles Des Fleurs drops in class and goes
well on the all-weather Dangers Libbretta, Elegant Love

11(11) 04000 HARAZ 98 P Butler 7-8-2 Isobel Francis (7)
12 (4) 000 LAKSHMI LOLA 58 L Dace 3-8-2 Rhiain Ingram (5)
9-4 Pour La Victoire, 3-1 Revolutionary Man, 4-1 Cape Greco, 5-1 others.

Wright choice: Man Of The Sea returned to form when
fourth here Dangers Pour La Victoire, Revolutionary Man

1.15 Fillies’ Handicap (£9,767: 7f) (5)

1 (2) 62012 DANCING FEET 25 (P,D) Archie Watson 3-9-13
Adam J McNamara

2 (4) 40625 STAY CLASSY 18 (P,CD) Richard Spencer 4-9-7 A Kirby
3 (3) 0-210 ASPIRATION 39 (BF) M Meade 3-8-13 R Hornby
4 (1) 55231 QUEEN’S COURSE 29 (D) D O’Meara 3-8-11 D Tudhope
5 (5) 54230 COME ON GIRL 16 (C) M Appleby 3-8-2 George Rooke (5)
15-8 Dancing Feet, 3-1 Queen’s Course, 7-2 Aspiration, 4-1 Stay Classy, 10-1 other.

Wright choice: Aspiration is unexposed and can bounce
back from a poor run at Newmarket Danger Queen’s Course

1.45 Novice Stakes (£3,429: 1m 2f) (9)

1 (7) 3 THEOULE 285 M Meade 4-9-5 R Hornby
2 (1) 03226 GALACTIC GLOW 20 (H) D Menuisier 3-9-3 K Shoemark
3 (3) GOING UNDERGROUND J Fanshawe 3-9-3 D Muscutt
4 (2) -5230 TENFOLD 51 G L Moore 3-9-3 C Shepherd
5 (6) 06 TURQUOISE KINGDOM 47 S & E Crisford 3-9-3 D Tudhope
6 (9) MAID OF CAMELOT J88 (H) Miss A N-Smith 5-9-0 E Greatrex
7 (8) 4 WAIT FOR THE LORD 23 (H) D Elsworth 4-9-0 D Costello
8 (4) 3252 IRIS BUD 16 (P) J Gosden 3-8-12 N Mackay
9 (5) QUIET EVENING S bin Suroor 3-8-12 C Fallon
11-4 Iris Bud, 7-2 Galactic Glow, 5-1 Tenfold, 6-1 Theoule, Quiet Evening, 10-1
Wait For The Lord, Turquoise Kingdom, 20-1 others.

Wright choice: Going Underground, a well-bred son of Lope
De Vega, appeals Dangers Quiet Evening, Theoule

Lingfield Park
Rob Wright

11.45 Pledge Of Peace 1.45 Going Underground 
12.15 I’m Available 2.15 City Escape 
12.45 Man Of The Sea 2.45 Filles De Fleur (nap) 
1.15 Aspiration 3.15 Gavi Di Gavi 
Going: standard Sky Sports Racing
Draw: 5f-1m, low numbers best

11.45 Handicap 

(£3,429: 1m 4f) (12)

1 (9) 0-112 FAME N FORTUNE 35 (V,BF,C) G Baker 4-9-10 A Kirby
2 (12) 65660 TOROCHICA 18 (C) J Best 4-9-10 C Bishop
3 (8) 4434/ NEBUCHADNEZZAR J25 A King 5-9-5 R Hornby
4 (5) 34301 MY POEM 21 Sir M Stoute 3-9-5 C Fallon
5 (11) 252 PLEDGE OF PEACE 15 (P) Mrs L Mongan 3-9-5

Callum Hutchinson (7)
6 (2) 0-006 SIR PRIZE 14 (D) D Ivory 5-9-5 G Downing
7 (7) 40630 TORBELLINO 21 (H,CD) J Best 4-9-4 Josephine Gordon
8 (6) 60055 GOLD SOUK 28 (T) D Steele 3-9-4 R Clutterbuck (7)
9 (10) 50621 MARION’S BOY 18 (C) R Teal 3-9-4 C Shepherd
10 (1) 30-40 IMPERIAL SQUARE 18 D O’Meara 3-9-3 D Tudhope
11 (3) 11361 BAYSTON HILL 12 (P,C) M Usher 6-9-3 D Muscutt
12 (4) 00500 BRAVO FAISAL 15 Adam West 3-9-2 K Shoemark
11-4 Fame N Fortune, 4-1 Nebuchadnezzar, 11-2 My Poem, 6-1 Marion’s Boy,
8-1 Bayston Hill, 12-1 Torbellino, Pledge Of Peace, 14-1 others.

Rob Wright’s choice: Pledge Of Peace improved when
second here last time Dangers My Poem, Fame N Fortune

12.15 Handicap (£5,208: 1m) (8)

1 (2) 12516 DELICATE KISS 7 (B,CD) J Bridger 6-9-12 George Rooke (5)
2 (3) 00404 CORAZON ESPINADO 37 (BF,CD) S Dow 5-9-9

C Shepherd
3 (1) 23605 MARKAZI 15 (V,D) D O’Meara 6-9-7 D Tudhope
4 (4) 03203 BUCKINGHAM 14 Eve J-Houghton 4-9-6 C Bishop
5 (6) 51361 I’M AVAILABLE 14 (D) S C Williams 4-9-5 A Kirby
6 (8) 431 HOVER 177 M Meade 3-9-5 R Hornby
7 (7) 20400 LUCKY LOUIE 12 (C) R Teal 7-9-2 Pierre-Louis Jamin (5)
8 (5) -0050 COBRA EYE 14 D Steele 3-9-2 R Clutterbuck (7)
9-4 I’m Available, 3-1 Hover, 9-2 Buckingham, 6-1 Markazi, 8-1 Delicate Kiss,
10-1 Corazon Espinado, 16-1 Lucky Louie, 50-1 Cobra Eye.

Wright choice: I’m Available can defy a 3lb rise for her
recent Kempton win Dangers Buckingham, Delicate Kiss

12.45 Selling Handicap (£2,782: 7f) (12)

1 (6) 00012 POUR LA VICTOIRE 18 (P,CD) A Carroll 10-9-7 C Fallon
2 (2) 22004 MAN OF THE SEA 18 (P,T,D) N Mulholland 4-9-5 K Shoemark
3 (12) 22554 CAPE GRECO 30 (V,BF,CD) Miss G Kelleway 5-9-5 G Bass (7)
4 (1) 1000- COME ON TIER 463 (B,C) L Carter 5-9-4 D Costello
5 (3) 04102 REVOLUTIONARY MAN 14 (B,E,T,BF,CD) George Boughey 5-9-2

Megan Nicholls
6 (5) 05200 PASSING NOD 35 (V,CD) L Carter 3-9-0

R Clutterbuck (7)
7 (8) 60400 HIT THE BEAT 166 (C) M Hoad 5-8-2 George Rooke (5)
8 (10) -0600 YOUR CHOICE 22 (P) Mrs L Mongan 5-8-2

Callum Hutchinson (7)
9 (7) 00450 BROUGHTONS COMPASS 32 (T) M Hoad 3-8-2

Josephine Gordon
10 (9) 20660 PORTO FERRO 35 (P,T,C) J Bridger 6-8-2 K O’Neill

Hamilton 
eyes return 
for final race
Formula One 
Rebecca Clancy
Motor Racing Correspondent

Lewis Hamilton has described the past
week as “one of the hardest” in recent
years but is hoping to make a return for
this weekend’s season-ending Abu
Dhabi Grand Prix.

His Mercedes team revealed last
week that the seven-times world cham-
pion had tested positive for Covid-19
and was displaying “mild symptoms”,
causing him to miss the Sakhir Grand
Prix in Bahrain on Sunday.

“It’s definitely been one of the hard-
est weeks that I’ve had for some time,”
Hamilton said. “I’ve just been focusing
on recovering and trying to get back in
shape so I can get back in the car and
race in Abu Dhabi. I woke up today feel-
ing great and got my first workout in.”

Hamilton was replaced at the week-
end by fellow Englishman George Rus-
sell, 22. The Williams driver, who is on
Mercedes’s development programme,
had hoped for another shot in the
championship-winning car after a
blunder from the team and then a punc-
ture cost him victory. If Hamilton does
race, Russell will be back with Williams.

Hamilton, 35, still has to meet a strict
list of protocols before he is allowed to
race. He was immediately placed in
isolation, which ends tomorrow, after
his positive result and has been tested at
regular intervals, none of which have
returned a negative result.

Only those who had attended the last
race in Bahrain are able to be at this race
in Abu Dhabi. Hamilton cannot leave
Bahrain before his isolation period
ends tomorrow and Abu Dhabi has
required all entrants to be tested at the
airport. They must then isolate for 12
hours in their hotel room as they await
their results. That means Hamilton
could miss Friday’s practice session, but
if he can return on Saturday and take
part in practice or qualifying, or both,
he will be allowed to join the race.

Fontwell
Going: soft (good to soft in places)
12.35 (2m 1f 162yd, hdle) 1, Nassalam (J E Moore,
1-12 fav); 2, Zellerate (200-1); 3, Ranco (25-1).
6 ran. NR: Hacker Des Places. 49l, 3l. G L Moore. 
1.05 (2m 3f 104yd, ch) 1, Bridle Loanan (Joshua
Moore, 3-1 fav); 2, Ellens Way (8-1);
3, The Brothers (5-1). 8 ran. 17l, 2Ol. G L Moore.
1.35 (2m 5f 164yd, hdle) 1, Call Off The Dogs
(J E Moore, 9-2); 2, Kilkeaskin Molly (28-1);
3, Midnight Glance (6-4 fav). 9 ran. NR: Thirsty
Farmer, Tuscan Pearl. Nk, 2Kl. G L Moore. 
2.08 (2m 5f 135yd, ch) 1, Earth Moor
(R Johnson, 5-2 fav); 2, The Dubai Way (10-1);
3, Mortens Leam (7-1). 7 ran. NR: Aintree My
Dream. 11l, Ol. P J Hobbs. 
2.38 (2m 3f 49yd, hdle) 1, Little River Bay
(R Johnson, 4-11 fav); 2, Burren Walk (11-2); 3,
Glasha’s Peak (10-1). 6 ran. NR: Cateline, Meep

Meep Mag, Shore Shanty. 4Kl, 4Ol. P J Hobbs.
3.08 (3m 1f 210yd, ch) 1, Talktomenow
(G Sheehan, 15-2); 2, Mercian Knight (11-4); 3,
Nessfield Blue (13-2). 6 ran. 2l, 8l. W Greatrex.
3.38 (2m 1f 162yd, hdle) 1, Cristal Spirit (R T
Dunne, 11-10 fav); 2, Embole (11-2); 3, Little Vern
(9-1). 9 ran. NR: Gris De Pron. 3l, 1l. J R Boyle. 
Placepot: £27.60. Quadpot: £9.40.

Southwell
Going: standard
4.15 (6f 16yd) 1, Excessable (D Fentiman, 11-2);
2, Ustath (4-1 jt-fav); 3, Samovar (15-2). 9 ran.
Nk, 1Ol. T D Easterby. 
4.45 (1m 13yd) 1, Swinton Noon (Theodore
Ladd, 16-1); 2, Carmela Soprano (17-2);
3, Restricted Area (10-3). 10 ran. Ol, Kl.
M Appleby. 
5.15 (7f 14yd) 1, Carrothers (J P Spencer, 4-5

fav); 2, Grangeclare View (12-1); 3, Action Hero
(13-8). 12 ran. 1Ol, 1Nl. D M Simcock. 
5.45 (6f 16yd) 1, Thrave (Frederick Larson,
13-2); 2, Young John (8-13 fav); 3, Requinto
Dawn (5-1). 6 ran. Ol, Ol. M Appleby. 
6.15 (7f 14yd) 1, Stone Soldier (L Morris, 9-4 fav);
2, Lion Tower (7-1); 3, Split Down South (7-2).
9 ran. NR: Parallel World. 4Nl, 3l. Archie Watson.
6.45 (1m 6f 21yd) 1, Shine Baby Shine (Rossa
Ryan, 4-1); 2, Lady Camelot (33-1); 3, Sophar
Sogood (5-2 jt-fav). 6 ran. Kl, 2l. P A Kirby. 
7.15 (6f 16yd) 1, Spring Romance (Miss S 
Brotherton, 11-10 fav); 2, Letmestopyouthere (12-
1); 3, Mo Henry (9-2). 14 ran. 2Ol, 3Ol. M Appleby.
Placepot: £108.30. Quadpot: £14.80.

Uttoxeter
Going: soft (heavy in places)
12.15 (2m 7f 70yd, hdle) 1, Saint Dalina (Tom

Buckley, 13-8 jt-fav); 2, Cul De Poule (20-1);
3, Tawseef (11-1). 6 ran. 13l, 29l. C E Longsdon.
12.45 (1m 7f 168yd, hdle) 1, Courtland (James
Bowen, 6-1); 2, Pop The Cork (3-1 fav);
3, Authorizo (4-1). 8 ran. NR: Song Of The
Hunter. 1Nl, 8l. P Bowen. 
1.15 (2m 4f, ch) 1, Northofthewall (Harry
Skelton, Evens fav); 2, Umbrigado (11-10);
3, Le Cameleon (10-1). NR: Imperial Alcazar.
10l, 7Kl. D Skelton. 
1.45 (2m 3f 207yd, hdle) 1, Lord Of Kerak (Aidan
Coleman, 5-6 fav); 2, Another Crick (7-1);
3, Oneupmanship (2-1). 7 ran. NR: Bangers And
Cash, Poldark Cross. 4Ol, 5l. Olly Murphy. 
2.17 (2m 3f 207yd, hdle) 1, Glencoum Lass
(James Bowen, 12-1); 2, Jessie Lightfoot (9-2);
3, Splash The Cash (9-2). ; 4, Coachella Green
(16-1). 19 ran. 14l, 1Nl. T Lawes. 
2.47 (2m 6f 108yd, ch) 1, Neil The Legend (Nico de

Boinville, 9-1); 2, Landofsmiles (10-3); 3, Grand
Turina (18-1). 9 ran. 2Nl, 3Nl. N J Henderson. 
3.17 (1m 7f 168yd, hdle) 1, No Risk Des Flos
(Aidan Coleman, 11-4 jt-fav); 2, Mont Segur
(3-1); 3, Star Academy (20-1). 12 ran. NR:
Frankeur. 3N, 1Ol. Olly Murphy. 
Placepot: £143.40. Quadpot: £37.00.

Wolverhampton
Going: standard
1.55 (7f 36yd) 1, Fact Or Fable (L P Keniry, 16-1);
2, Havana Sunset (16-1); 3, Four Mile Bridge (16-
5). 11 ran. NR: Pact Of Steel. Hd, sh hd. J S Moore.
2.25 (7f 36yd) 1, Trevie Fountain (J P Sullivan,
11-2); 2, Miracle Garden (33-1); 3, Daddies Diva
(14-1). 12 ran. 2Nl, sh hd. Mrs R Carr. 
2.55 (1m 142yd) 1, Blue Whisper
(William Humphrey, 8-1); 2, Regal Eagle

(11-10 fav); 3, Windsorlot (12-1). 13 ran.
Hd, 1Nl. Mrs S J Humphrey. 
3.25 (1m 142yd) 1, Surrey Gold (Rob Hornby,
11-1); 2, Bridesman (5-2); 3, Shielded
(15-8 fav). 9 ran. NR: Possible Man,
The Thunderer. Sh hd, 1Kl. H Morrison. 
4.00 (1m 142yd) 1, Loving Dream (R Havlin,
11-2); 2, Sea La Rosa (7-4); 3, Romantic Song
(6-4 fav). 10 ran. 1l, sh hd. J H M Gosden. 
4.30 (6f 20yd) 1, Split Elevens (David Probert,
7-2 jt-fav); 2, Dubai Tigress (16-1); 3, Desert
Mist (9-1). 11 ran. NR: Nortonthorpe Boy, The
Good Ting. Sh hd, 1Nl. J Butler. 
5.00 (1m 5f 219yd) 1, Social City (Cieren Fallon,
11-4 fav); 2, Manjaam (9-2); 3, Thematic (13-2).
8 ran. 3N, 8l. A W Carroll. 
5.30 (1m 4f 51yd) 1, Bad Attitude (K T O’Neill,
5-2 fav); 2, On The Right Track (10-3); 3,
Ivaquestion (15-2). 9 ran. 1Nl, 2Kl. L McJannet.
Placepot: £105.50. Quadpot: £4.80.

Yesterday’s racing results 

Fury-Joshua 
bout likely to 
be held abroad
Rick Broadbent 

Eddie Hearn has warned that Anthony
Joshua and Tyson Fury will have to take
a 50 per cent pay cut if they are to give
the fans what they want and stage a
heavyweight duel in Britain. 

The Matchroom promoter’s blunt
words suggest Joshua’s claim that he
would take less money to fight on home
turf will be lost in the negotiations.

Joshua, the WBA, IBF and WBO
champion, needs to get past Kubrat
Pulev at Wembley’s SSE Arena on
Saturday before the bandwagon gets an
upgrade, but Hearn suggested a fight
with Fury, the WBC champion, would
almost certainly take place overseas,
most likely in the Middle East.

“It will literally be a 50 per cent pay
cut to do the fight in the UK,” Hearn
said. “That’s how brutal it is. If it was 10
per cent, 20 per cent or 30 per cent you
could have the argument, but you’re
literally going to make half the money
to do it in the UK. 

“If you ask both fighters and both
promotional companies where they’d
prefer that fight to take place, every-
body would say London. If there’s a way
to do it then great, but we’re not in the
same situation as many countries
which have significant budgets to bring
[in] major sporting events. We’re also
not in a period where we should be
asking the government to provide that
kind of help; they’ve got bigger things to
worry about.”

A two-fight deal has been agreed in
principle, with a 50-50 split between
the fighters. Joshua reportedly made
£60 million from fighting Andy Ruiz Jr
in Saudi Arabia last December, while
Fury’s past four fights have been in the
US. “If it’s close, if it’s marginal, all day
long do it in the UK,” Hearn said. “But
half the money shouldn’t even be con-
sidered.” However, Hearn also said one
of the fights “must” take place in the
UK, though a full house would be
needed to make it work financially.

I
t is not often that
Justin Timberlake 
is cited as an 
inspiration for an
Olympic gold medal

winner but that could 
change in Paris in 2024, 
when breakdancing will 
make its first appearance 
at the Games (Richard 
Tanner writes). 

One of Great Britain’s
foremost medal hopes is 
likely to be Karam Singh, 
22, from Derby, whose 
interest in breakdancing 
started at the age of seven 
when he watched 
Timberlake perform on 
television and was 
transfixed by his backing 
dancers spinning on their 
heads. “I just said, ‘One 
day I’m going to do 
that,’ ” he says. “I was 
mesmerised by it.” 

A few weeks later he 
went to a funfair in Derby 
and saw the Trinity 
Warriors dance crew 
strutting their stuff. He 
was told he had to wait 
until he turned eight to 
join the group but has 
been hooked on 
dancing ever since, 
known by the name 
Kid Karam, 
and has won 
international 
competitions, 
including the UK B-
Boy Championships solo 
competition last year. 

Having recently 
completed a degree in 
sports development at 
Derby University, Singh is 
now working in a call 
centre but hopes the 

Breakdance 
medal hope 
working in 
call centre 

Olympic 
Games fit for 
the post-corona 
world,” Thomas 
Bach, the IOC 
president, said. 
“We are 
reducing the 
cost and 
complexity 
of the 
Games. 

There is also a
strong focus 

on youth.” 
Two breakdancing

gold medals will be on
offer in Paris, in solo 
events for men and 
women. There will be 
16 competitors in each 
event, competing in 
one-to-one contests in a 
round-robin format on 
the first day, followed by 
knockout rounds from 
quarter-finals onwards 
on the second day. Each 
contest is a best-of-three 
battle of 60-second 
performances, with 
judges scoring dances 
on physical skill and 
artistic interpretation. 

“It was the most 
popular sport around in 
Buenos Aires,” Kevin 
Gopie, a judge at the 
Youth Olympics, says. 
“Whenever our music 
started, people used to 
run from other events 
to watch.” 

Singh became a serious
competitor when he 
started to understand 
the physical demands 
required. “I was a bit of a 
chubby kid, but when I 
went to college I learnt 
about the benefits of 
working on my diet and 
my fitness, and that really 
helped my breaking,” he 
says. “I swim and I run, 
which help me to stay 
light on my feet and build 
my stamina.” 

That headspin, which 
he first saw on television, 

is now Singh’s
signature

move.
“Everybody
knows me

for having a
headspin drill,” 

he says. “It’s fast and 
precise and I’ve become 
consistent at delivering it 
in competition.”

increased exposure from 
his sport’s inclusion in the 
Olympics will soon 
enable him to focus fully 
on his dancing.

“It’s come at a really 
good time, I’ll be at my 
peak as a competitive 
b-boy [breakdancer] over 
the next few years,” 
Singh says. “I’ve always 
wanted to be the best 
in the world and the 
Olympics gives me a 
chance to prove that.” 

Breakdancing 
originated on the streets 
of New York in the 1970s 
and its popularity spread 
in the 1980s through 
groups such as Rock 
Steady Crew and Break 
Machine. It was 
included as a sport 
at the 2018 Youth 
Olympics in 
Buenos Aires, 
where it proved a 
popular addition, 
and will feature 
at Paris 2024 as 
part of the 
International 
Olympic 
Committee’s 
drive to 
attract a 
broader, younger 
audience. “We 
are making the 

h
Singh is on course 
to represent Great 
Britain at the 2024 
Paris Olympics
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Lowdown on ‘Billy the Kid’ 

6 Billy Koumetio, who turned 18 last 
month, is a 6ft 3in centre half from 
Lyons. 

6 He arrived at Liverpool in 2018, six 
months after leaving Lyons to join 
Orléans. 

6 He impressed Jürgen Klopp 
during pre-season in Austria. Klopp 
called him “Billy the Kid”, and said 
he was a “big talent”. 

Jürgen Klopp is set to give three more
youngsters their Champions League
debuts in Liverpool’s dead-rubber group
match against Midtjylland tonight.

The central defender Billy Koumetio
and the midfielders Jake Cain and
Leighton Clarkson are all in line to start
as Klopp looks to take advantage of a
rare game with no pressure to win.

Koumetio, the France youth inter-
national who turned 18 last month, has
not made a senior appearance while
Cain and Clarkson, both 19, appeared in
domestic cup games last season. They

Midtjylland
v Liverpool 

Champions League 
Group D

Today, 5.55pm
TV: BT Sport 2 

Radio: TalkSPORT2

Koumetio, a French youth international, is set to make his senior Liverpool debut

Klopp ready to test teenage trio in Europe
will follow Curtis Jones, Rhys Williams,
Neco Williams and Caoimhin Kelleher
in making their Champions League
debuts for the club this season.

Klopp insists that Liverpool “would
have been lost” without the youth
players who have stepped up during
their early-season injury crisis.

“We lost top-class players to injuries
but as one door closes, another one
opens up,” he said. “That is how it is but
you still need the right kids to use the
chance. Thank God it worked out.”

In a team likely to be made up mainly
of youngsters and squad players, Trent
Alexander-Arnold and Naby Keïta,

who both returned from injury as
substitutes against Wolverhampton
Wanderers on Sunday, could start as
they build up their match fitness.

Klopp admitted that he has an eye on
Liverpool’s schedule of six Premier
League games in 22 days, starting away
to Fulham on Sunday, even though he
would like to see Liverpool get to 15
points for the first time in the
Champions League group stages.

“We have to consider the situation we
are in,” the manager said.

Kelleher, the 22-year-old goalkeeper,
will aim for a fourth consecutive clean
sheet against the Danes, who gave

Liverpool some anxious moments in
their 2-0 defeat at Anfield in October.
Kelleher kept out Wolves and Ajax this
season and Shrewsbury Town last term.

“My phone was buzzing for about
three days after the Ajax game with
messages of support from family,
friends and former coaches,” he said.
“Two debuts in one week [Champions
League and Premier League] is a bit
mad but I thought I did well in the
two games.”
Liverpool (probable; 4-3-3): C Kelleher — 
T Alexander-Arnold, R Williams, B Koumetio, 
K Tsimikas — L Clarkson, J Cain, N Keïta — 
D Jota, D Origi, T Minamino.
Referee F Letexier (Fr).

Richard Tanner

GARETH COPLEY/GETTY IMAGES

Marine’s fairytale FA Cup third-round
tie at home to Tottenham Hotspur will
be shown free-to-air on the BBC with
all 32 ties to be broadcast live for the
first time.

The Northern Premier League Divi-
sion One North West side will kick off
against José Mourinho’s team on Sun-
day, January 10 at 5pm. It is one of eight
ties that will be free-to-air on the BBC.

Five further fixtures, still to be con-
firmed, will be streamed live on the BBC
Sport website and iPlayer. BT Sport will
broadcast five games on TV and stream
a further 11 online. The remaining eight
will be broadcast on the FA Player.
Televised FA Cup fixtures
Friday, Jan 8 Aston Villa v Liverpool (BT Sport, 
7.45pm). Saturday, Jan 9 Chorley v Derby County 
(BT Sport, 12.15pm). Arsenal v Newcastle United 
(BBC One, 5.30pm). Man United v Watford 
(BT Sport, 8pm). Sunday, Jan 10 Crawley Town v 
Leeds United (BBC One, 1.30pm). Marine v 
Tottenham Hotspur (BBC One, 5pm). Newport 
County v Brighton & Hove Albion (BT Sport, 
7.45pm). Monday, Jan 11 Stockport County v 
West Ham United (BT Sport, 8pm).

Marine tie to be 
shown on BBC
FA Cup

Jiménez out of hospital 
after surgery on skull
The Wolverhampton Wanderers 
striker Raúl Jiménez has left hospital 
after surgery for the fractured skull 
he suffered in a clash of heads with 
Arsenal’s David Luiz.

The 29-year-old suffered the 
horrific injury in his side’s victory 
against Arsenal at the Emirates 
Stadium on November 29.

Jiménez posted a message on 
Twitter the following day, saying: 
“I will be under observation and 
I hope to return to the pitch soon.”

Koch operation to leave 
Bielsa short at the back
Germany defender Robin Koch was 
due to have knee surgery yesterday 
after aggravating an existing injury in 
Leeds United’s Premier League defeat 
by Chelsea at the weekend. It is 
another blow for their head coach, 
Marcelo Bielsa, who has only two fit 
senior centre backs in his squad.

Diego Llorente and Liam Cooper 
are Bielsa’s remaining options, with 
no indication yet as to how long 
Koch, 24, will be sidelined for.
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Sergio Agüero has returned to full
training, raising hopes that he will be
able to feature in Manchester City’s
derby against Manchester United at
Old Trafford on Saturday.

Agüero, the 32-year-old City striker,
has made only one appearance — as a
substitute in the Champions League
game against Olympiacos — since in-
juring his hamstring in the draw against

Agüero back in training and 
aiming for Manchester derby

West Ham United in October. City’s
all-time top scorer is set to feature in
tonight’s Champions League dead
rubber against Marseilles, however.
Provided he comes through the match
unscathed, the Argentinian will be
available for selection against United at
the weekend.

“Everyone is fit. We are going to
decide tomorrow who will play, maybe
Sergio will be on the bench,” Guardiola,
the City manager, said yesterday.

“We are going to do a training session
and see how his reaction is in his
body, not just his knee, but the
important thing is in the
last two, three or four days
he was part of the group
in training and the nig-
gles he had in the recent
past have disappeared.”

Guardiola’s team have
struggled to score in the
Premier League this
season, so if Agüero is avail-
able for the trip to City’s local
rivals it will be a big boost for his
manager.

“With Sergio, the quality is there. No-
body doubts that,” Guardiola said of
Agüero, who has scored 255 goals for
City. “He’s working incredibly hard to
come back. We are patient so we would
love to have him fit and ready. If his
knee responds well to the demands
placed upon him, he will be back for
sure.”

Guardiola plans to make a number of
changes to his team given that they
have already won group C. 

The youth players Cole Palmer,

Adrian Bernabé, Felix Nmecha and
Tommy Doyle are to be included in the
match-day squad, but not all of them
will start as Guardiola wants his senior
fringe players a chance to shine against
Marseilles.

The French club will finish third and
qualify for the Europa League if they
achieve a better result than Olympia-
cos do at home to Porto.

“Four or five players from the under-
23s will be with us,” Guardiola said. “But
we’re going to play to win. We are not

thinking [about the derby].”
Zack Steffen, the US goal-
keeper, will make his

Champions League
debut. Phil Foden, the
England international,
will start his fifth con-
secutive European
game on the wing. Fo-

den, 20, was expected to
replace David Silva in cen-

tral midfield this season, but
Guardiola believes that he is

better suited to an attacking role.
“Now in this moment I see him play-

ing up front because he is dynamic, has
a sense for goal, and he helps us with the
first press,” Guardiola said.

“I’m pretty sure that with age —
when he becomes 24 or 25 — he will be
able to play more in the defensive mid-
field. He has to understand situations
sometimes but it is part of the age.”

Manchester City (possible; 4-2-3-1): Z Steffen — 
K Walker, E García, A Laporte, O Zinchenko — 
Fernandinho, T Doyle — B Silva, C Palmer,
P Foden — F Torres.
Referee H Meler (Turkey)

Paul Hirst

Man City v
Marseilles

Champions League
Group C

Today, 8pm
TV: BT Sport 2

Radio: BBC 5 Live

Qatar to use Ireland group 
games as 2022 warm-ups
Martyn Ziegler Chief Sports Reporter

Ireland will face Qatar in their
qualifying group for the 2022 World
Cup, with the tournament hosts using
the matches as friendlies to prepare for
the finals.

Qatar will join European qualifying
group A alongside Portugal, Serbia,
Ireland, Luxembourg and Azerbaijan
but they have already qualified as hosts,
so their results will not count towards
qualification.

It follows a similar idea introduced
for Euro 2016 when France were the
first host nation to take part in a
European Championship qualification
phase, with their group-stage games
serving as warm-up matches.

Ireland will play Qatar at home on
March 30 and away on October 12.

England will begin their 2022
qualifying campaign with a home game
against the group I bottom seeds San
Marino on March 25 and three days
later travel to play in Albania.

A home fixture against Poland on
March 31 follows and Gareth South-
gate’s side must then wait five months
before their next qualifying game, in
Hungary on September 2.

Two more qualifiers follow in
September, with two more in October
before their last home game against
Albania on November 12. Their final
away match is against San Marino on
November 15.

Scotland, in group F, open their
qualifying campaign at home against
Austria on March 25 and have a
potential group decider in their last
match, against top seeds Denmark at
home on November 15. Wales’s first

match in group E is against Belgium on
March 24, and they also take on the
world No 1 side in their final qualifier at
home on November 16.

Northern Ireland will kick off
their qualifying campaign in group C
with a trip to Italy on March 25 and
finish against the same side on
November 15.

Agüero has played only 13 minutes since his injury against West Ham in October

MICHAEL REGAN/POOL

The path to 2022 World Cup

The home nations and Ireland fixtures in 
World Cup 2022 qualifying:

England
March 25, 2021: San Marino (h); March 28: 
Albania (a); March 31: Poland (h); Sept 2: 
Hungary (a); Sept 5: Andorra (h); Sept 8: 
Poland (a); Oct 9: Andorra (a); Oct 12: 
Hungary (h); Nov 12: Albania (h); Nov 15: 
San Marino (a)

Scotland
March 25, 2021: Austria (h); March 28: Israel 
(a); March 31: Faroe Islands (h); Sept 1: 
Denmark (a); Sept 4: Moldova (h); Sept 7: 
Austria (a); Oct 9: Israel (h); Oct 12: Faroe 
Islands (a); Nov 12: Moldova (a); Nov 15: 
Denmark (h) 

Wales
March 24: Belgium (a); March 30: Czech 
Republic (h); Sept 5: Belarus (a); Sept 8: 
Estonia (h); Oct 8: Czech Republic (a); 
Oct 11: Estonia (a); Nov 13: Belarus (h); 
Nov 16: Belgium (h)

Northern Ireland
March 25: Italy (a); March 31: Bulgaria (h); 
Sept 2: Lithuania (a); Sept 8: Switzerland (h); 
Oct 9: Switzerland (a); Oct 12: Bulgaria (a); 
Nov 12: Lithuania (h); Nov 15: Italy (h)

Ireland
March 24: Serbia (a); March 27: Luxembourg 
(h); March 30: Qatar (h); Sept 1: Portugal (a); 
Sept 4: Azerbaijan (h); Sept 7: Serbia (h); 
Oct 9: Azerbaijan (a); Oct 12: Qatar (a); 
Nov 11: Portugal (h); Nov 14: Luxembourg (a)

The matches against World Cup hosts Qatar 
do not count towards qualification
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Sport Sky Bet Championship

Millwall’s significant efforts to prevent
a repeat of Saturday’s controversial fan
reaction to players taking the knee
proved successful last night. 

No booing could be heard inside The
Den when every member of the
Queens Park Rangers squad took the
knee before kick-off. 

Millwall’s defeat by Derby County on
Saturday was marred by a section of the
2,000 fans booing their team taking the
knee. It was replaced with applause as
the two teams linked arms and held a
banner promoting the club’s new anti-
discrimination initiative “United For
Change”. 

None of the home team dropped to
the knee but Mahlon Romeo, Millwall’s
25-year-old Antigua and Barbuda de-
fender, held his fist to the sky before
kick-off and held his jersey up to the
fans at full-time. Millwall’s club sponsor
was replaced by the anti-discr-
imination group Kick It Out’s logo. 

Gary Rowett, the Millwall manager,
said he that was proud of the club and
fans for their response to Saturday’s in-
cident and suggested football’s govern-
ing bodies should follow with action. 

“What we tried to do today was
almost create a line between the knee
being the only gesture and another
form of a gesture which I think the fans
got fantastically behind,” Rowett said.

“I’m sure there were people watching
hoping maybe there was more negativi-
ty and hoping that it didn’t go that way
but I’m proud of the fans and the club
for the work they have done to at least
try to make this a positive thing.

“I hear a lot of statements and com-
ments but what we haven’t seen is
enough action from the authorities.
What we’re trying to do is we’re actual-
ly trying to act.”

The only jeers came from a small
section of the crowd when Ilias Chair

Watford moved up to third in the Sky
Bet Championship table with a curious-
ly disjointed performance in which
they failed to build on early goals from
Christian Kabasele and Troy Deeney.

Those strikes inside the opening 15
minutes turned out to be enough for
Vladimir Ivic’s side who lost their way
in the second half. “We need to be seri-
ous from the first to the last minute,” the
Serbian head coach said. “We need to
be able to play for 95, 97, 98 minutes. If
you just want to play for 65 minutes we
have players on the bench.”

Saturday’s 1-0 defeat by Cardiff City
in front of the returning Vicarage Road
fans had put Ivic under pressure but

Watford needed only four minutes to
get a grip on this game through
Kabasele, as he reacted the smartest to
Deeney’s flick-on from a corner. 

Deeney, the Watford captain, dou-
bled the lead in the 15th minute. Wes
Harding made a hash of clearing Kiko
Femenía’s cross, slicing it towards his
own goal, and would have got away
with it had Deeney not anticipated to
poke home from a yard out.

In the second half Rotherham
enjoyed a period of pressure but could
not find a goal, with Kyle Vassell’s drive
from a tight angle forcing Ben Foster in-
to his only save of the night. Stipe Perica
then passed up an opportunity to wrap
up victory by firing across goal after
Ismaïla Sarr had played him in.

“For them to score so early, one from
a set-piece and then a mistake, probably
winded our lads’ confidence,” Paul
Warne, the Rotherham manager, said.
“Maybe we showed them a little too
much respect.”

Graham Hill

Morrison redeems himself to sink Stoke 
ing point for Morrison and his team. It
all went wrong for Michael O’Neill’s
injury-hit side after that as Tyrese
Campbell, the striker, limped off and
Stoke fell apart defensively. 

Robert Glatzel was left unmarked to
score from close range only six minutes
after coming on as a substitute to bring
Cardiff level. Then, with 14 minutes to
go, Morrison made the most of more
shabby defending to head a Joe Ralls
corner in at the far post.

“It wasn’t one of Morrison’s finest
games in a Cardiff shirt,” Harris said.
“The own goal, the penalty . . .  but it
showed his strength of character and
determination, his experience, to forget
all that and pop up with the winning
goal. That’s what leaders do.”

Cardiff have now turned their season
around and are two points outside the
top six. Mehmet Dalman, the owner,
wants a top-six place by January, and
the club are heading in the right direc-
tion. “I was under pressure two weeks

ago, and probably rightly so, now we’ve
bounced back with four wins in a row,
but that’s the beauty of football, if
something goes wrong, you can put it
right,” Harris said. “The players have
really stepped up.”

Stoke lost the impressive Campbell
after 55 minutes. 

“It was a blow to lose Tyrese, we’ll
check on him in the morning, but he’s
also our first-choice penalty taker so he
would have been taking it had he been
on the pitch,” O’Neill, the Stoke
manager, said.

Stoke City
Morrison (og) 25

Cardiff City
Glatzel 66, Morrison 76

1
2

Watford ease pressure on Ivic

Jon West

Watford
Kabasele 4, Deeney 15

Rotherham

2
0

Stoke City (4-2-3-1): J Bursik — T Smith (T Ince, 
80min), N Collins, J Chester, M Fox — J Cousins,
J Tymon (T Oakley-Boothe, 80) — N Powell, 
T Campbell (S Vokes 55), McClean — J Brown 
(R Shawcross 72). Booked Smith McClean.
Cardiff City (4-4-1-1): A Smithies — L Bacuna, 
S Morrison, C Nelson, J Bennett — H Wilson 
(R Glatzel 60), J Ralls (M Pack 80), W Vaulks,
S Ojo — M Harris (G Whyte 80) — K Moore 
(S Bamba 89). Booked Vaulks, Ojo.
Referee T Harrington.

E
very Millwall fan was told
this was one of the most
important days in the club’s
history, via letters handed
out that said the eyes of the

world were on them “and they want 
us to fail”. This was misjudged, 
revealing a club who feel they can 
only succeed with a siege mentality.

“No one likes us we don’t care,” 
goes the infamous Millwall song but 
they should care, at least when it 
comes to the fight against racism.

When the players first took a knee
at Villa Park for the first game of 
Project Restart, no one expected it, 
no one was supposed to expect it.

The referee was only told about it
15 minutes beforehand and it needed 
his approval because what made the 
gesture so breathtaking was that the 

Alyson Rudd
Comment

Football felt as though it had been bullied
players knelt after the whistle had 
been blown. Sometimes an act’s 
sheer simplicity is what affords it 
such power. 

Another plan was hatched this 
week after the booing of players 
taking a knee before Saturday’s 
game between Millwall and Derby 
County. It ought to have been just 
as moving last night to see the 
players embrace behind an anti- 
discrimination banner, but knowing 
that this gesture was born out of 
jeering spoilt the moment. Knowing 
it was coming diluted the impact.

It felt as if football was being 
bullied by yobs; rather than risk 
another negative reaction, both 
teams opted to change tack. The 
impression was one of defiance, 
dismay and anger with the Queens 
Park Rangers players choosing to 
take a knee when they would 
usually not have done so. This was 
one moment they felt the gesture 
to be meaningful.

The Millwall Supporters’ Club says
the boos were not racist but born of 
frustration at the politics of Black 
Lives Matter. That fans could be led 
down this path is not so unrealistic. 
Many of us operate in echo 
chambers that reinforce our own 
prejudices. Those chambers’ walls 
were broken by the widespread 
reaction to the boos so that there 
were no excuses left by kick-off and, 
while there was applause as the 
QPR players took a knee, it was 
startling to see Millwall players 
remain standing. The debate over 
how long players should continue to 
take a knee should have progressed 
organically. Instead, the question of 
whether the gesture is becoming 
jaded has been hijacked by hecklers.

Some good came in the Kick It 
Out slogan replacing the sponsor’s 
name on the Millwall shirts, but few 
clubs will want to huddle around a 
banner before kick-off if it is seen as 
“the Millwall Way”. 

No boos from 
Millwall fans as 
QPR take knee
Weekend protest not 
repeated as both sets 
of players link arms 
before match at The 
Den, writes Tom Roddy

celebrated scoring for QPR by cupping
his ear to the home fans before taking a
knee with his team-mate Bright Osayi-
Samuel. Jon Dadi Bodvarsson’s 70th-
minute equaliser secured a 1-1 draw and
prevented Rowett’s team suffering a
third consecutive defeat on what the
club described as “one of the most
important days in Millwall’s history”. 

Leaflets were distributed to fans as
they entered the ground which im-
plored them to respect QPR players
who took the knee. Players, officials
and staff at Premier League and Foot-
ball League games began performing
the gesture after the death of George
Floyd in America in May in support of
the Black Lives Matter movement for
racial equality. 

Millwall spent the three days before
QPR’s visit searching for a solution to
prevent further condemnation which
had followed supporters’ opposition to
players taking the knee.

Millwall agreed that no players would
take the knee but instead link arms with
the QPR team before kick-off and hold
up a banner promoting the club’s new
“United For Change” initiative. 

Romeo, 25, had been an integral part
of Millwall’s plans having said he felt
“personally disrespected” by the boo-
ing and accused supporters of “spread-
ing hate”. 

Fans last night insisted that it was not
racist but rather an opposition to Black
Lives Matter, which they described as a
“political movement”. 

“I will not boo tonight because that’s
what the media wants,” said a middle-
aged Millwall supporter from Ireland,
who refused to give his name. “Me and
my wife turned our backs and booed on
Saturday because it’s about BLM.” 

Supporters were greeted at the gates
by club staff, including Steve Kavanagh,
the chief executive, who appealed to
them to respect QPR’s players who
knelt. Fans were repeatedly reminded
over the PA system that players from
both clubs would be linking arms before
kick-off and asked that the right of the
QPR players taking the knee be
respected. 

“Millwall deserve a lot of credit,” Mark
Warburton, the QPR manager, said. “It
was a show of unity between two clubs.”

QPR’s Chair takes a knee after scoring; 
players from both teams unite, top, and 
Millwall’s Romeo raises his fist, above

JOHN WALTON/PA; MICHAEL ZEMANEK/BPI/REX

The Cardiff City manager Neil Harris
praised Sean Morrison’s leadership
qualities after his captain scored an
own goal and conceded a penalty but
bounced back to score the winner.

Morrison turned what seemed des-
tined to be a night to forget into one to
remember as Cardiff scuppered Stoke
City’s chances of moving into the top
two. First the away side’s captain scored
an own goal to give Stoke the lead and
then he gave away a penalty when he
was adjudged to have brought down
Nick Powell in the 18-yard box.

But he was given a reprieve when
Alex Smithies saved the penalty from
Sam Vokes. That proved to be the turn-
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Champions League Sport

Football
Champions League
Group E

Chelsea (1) 1 Krasnodar (1) 1

Jorginho 28 (pen)
2,000

Cabella 24

Rennes (0) 1 Seville (2) 3

Rutter 86 (pen) Kounde 32
En-Nesyri 45, 81

Group F

Lazio (2) 2 Club Bruges (1) 2

Correa 12 Vormer 15
Immobile 27 (pen) Vanaken 76

Z St P’burg (1) 1 B Dortmund (0) 2

Driussi 16 Piszczek 68
10,860 Witsel 78

P W D L F A GDPts
B D’mund (Q).6 4 1 1 12 5 7 13
Lazio (Q) ...........6 2 4 0 11 7 4 10
Club Bruges....6 2 2 2 8 10 -2 8
Zenit S P’burg6 0 1 5 4 13 -9 1

Group G

Barcelona (0) 0 Juventus (2) 3

Ronaldo 13 (pen),
52 (pen)
McKennie 20

D Kiev (0) 1 F’ncvaros (0) 0

Popov 60

P W D L F A GDPts
Juventus (Q) ..6 5 0 1 14 4 10 15
Barcelona (Q) 6 5 0 1 16 5 11 15
Dynamo Kiev 6 1 1 4 4 13 -9 4
Ferencvaros...6 0 1 5 5 17 -12 1

Group H

Paris S-G (L) Istanbul B (L)

*Match halted last night

RB Leipzig (2) 3 Man Utd (0) 2

Angelino 2 Fernandes 80 (pen)
Haidara 13 Pogba 82
Kluivert 69

6 Group H table, page 65

Sky Bet Championship

Coventry (0) 0 Luton (0) 0

Hud’field (2) 2 Sheff Wed (0) 0

Koroma 11
Mbenza 24

Millwall (0) 1 QPR (0) 1

Bödvarsson 70
2,000

Chair 53

Stoke (1) 1 Cardiff (0) 2

Morrison (og) 25 Glatzel 66
Morrison 76

Swansea (0) 0 B’mouth (0) 0

Watford (2) 2 Rotherham (0) 0

Kabasele 4
Deeney 15

2,000

P W D L F A GDPts
B’mouth..........17 8 7 2 29 16 13 31
Norwich.........16 9 4 3 21 15 6 31
Watford..........17 8 6 3 21 12 9 30
Swansea.........17 8 6 3 19 10 9 30
Reading..........16 9 3 4 26 19 7 30
Stoke...............17 8 4 5 24 20 4 28
Brentford.......16 7 6 3 24 15 9 27
Bristol City....16 8 3 5 19 16 3 27
Cardiff.............17 7 5 5 23 14 9 26
Blackburn......16 7 4 5 31 19 12 25
Middlesbro ... 16 6 6 4 16 11 5 24
Huddersfield.17 7 3 7 22 22 0 24
Luton...............17 6 5 6 14 20 -6 23
Millwall...........17 4 9 4 14 14 0 21
Preston...........16 6 2 8 22 25 -3 20
Birmingham .16 4 7 5 12 14 -2 19
Barnsley.........16 5 4 7 17 21 -4 19
QPR..................17 4 6 7 18 25 -7 18
Coventry........17 4 6 7 18 26 -8 18
Rotherham....17 3 4 10 15 25 -10 13
Nottm For......16 3 4 9 9 19 -10 13
Wycombe......16 2 5 9 9 23 -14 11
Derby..............16 2 5 9 8 22 -14 11
Sheff Wed......17 3 6 8 9 17 -8 9

Sky Bet League Two

Grimsby (0) 0 Newport (2) 2

Twine 25
Amond 45+1 
(pen)

Scunthorpe (0) 0 Colchester (1) 1

Smith 26

P W D L F A GDPts
Newport ........16 11 3 2 26 13 13 36
Cheltenham..16 10 2 4 29 16 13 32
Forest Green 16 8 5 3 21 14 7 29
Carlisle 16 9 2 5 22 16 6 29
Exeter.............16 7 6 3 33 23 10 27
Colchester.....16 7 6 3 24 22 2 27
Cambridge....15 7 4 4 27 13 14 25
Salford City...15 7 4 4 23 13 10 25
Leyton O........16 7 3 6 24 19 5 24
Tranmere ......16 7 3 6 19 18 1 24
Port Vale........16 7 1 8 24 21 3 22
Bolton.............16 6 4 6 20 24 -4 22
Morecambe..16 6 4 6 19 27 -8 22
Walsall............16 4 9 3 17 18 -1 21
Crawley..........16 5 5 6 23 22 1 20
Oldham..........16 6 2 8 23 29 -6 20
Harrogate .....16 5 4 7 17 20 -3 19
Scunthorpe...15 5 2 8 15 22 -7 17
Mansfield.......16 2 9 5 17 22 -5 15
Grimsby..........15 4 3 8 13 26 -13 15
Barrow............16 2 7 7 20 24 -4 13
Stevenage.....16 2 7 7 11 16 -5 13
Bradford.........15 3 4 8 14 20 -6 13
Southend.......15 1 3 11 6 29 -23 6

Papa John’s Trophy: Round of 32 
Hull City 0 Crewe Alexandra 0 (Hull
win 3-2 on pens); AFC Wimbledon 3
Arsenal U21 0; Oldham 1 Sunderland 2;
Accrington Stanley 3 Manchester
United U21 2; Cheltenham Town 0
Portsmouth 3; Exeter 1 Northampton
2; Leyton Orient 1 Bristol Rovers 2;
Peterborough United 3 West Ham
United U21 0; Port Vale 2 Wolves U21 1;
Salford 3 Leicester City U21 3
(Leicester win 6-5 on pens);
Shrewsbury 1 Lincoln City 4;
Cambridge Utd 2 Gillingham 0;
Fleetwood Town 0 Blackpool 0
(Fleetwood win 5-4 on pens); Milton

Keynes Dons 6 Norwich U21 0; Oxford
United 1 Forest Green Rovers 1
(Oxford win 4-1 on pens); Tranmere 2
Manchester City U21 1.
Vanarama National League 
Hartlepool 2 King’s Lynn 0; Sutton 0
Chesterfield 1; Aldershot 1 FC Halifax 3;
Barnet 1 Stockport 2; Bromley 1 Yeovil
2; Notts County 0 Boreham Wood 1;
Torquay 2 Maidenhead 1; Weymouth
2 Dagenham & Red 3.
National League North
Blyth Spartans 0 Boston United 1;
Brackley Town 1 Spennymoor Town
0; Chester FC 5 Hereford FC 3; Chorley
1 Guiseley 0; York City 2 Kettering
Town 0.
National League South 
Braintree Town 1 Welling United 1;
Concord Rangers 3 Bath City 2;
Dulwich Hamlet 2 Eastbourne
Borough 1; Oxford City 0 St Albans
City 0; Tonbridge Angels A
Chippenham Town A.

Snooker
Milton Keynes Scottish Open
First round (selected results, England
unless stated): M Williams (Wales) 4
L Kleckers (Ger) 3; R O’Sullivan 4
A Taylor 2; J Trump 4 A Ursenbacher
(Switz) 1; J Higgins (Scot) 4 S Vahedi
(Iran) 3; M Selt 4 E Slessor 0; J R Clarke
(Wales) 4 J Cahill 2; T Un-Nooh (Thai) 4
M Collumb (Scot) 3; Chang Bingyu
(China) 4 K Doherty (Ire) 1;
N Saengkham (Thai) 4 J Robertson 2;
J Page (Wales) 4 J Perry 3; D Dale
(Wales) 4 I Figueiredo (Br) 3;
S Bingham 4 B Hancorn 2; Lyu Haotian
(China) 4 G Wilson 0.

Cricket 
Australia v India: Third T20
Sydney Cricket Ground (India won
toss): Australia beat India by 12 runs

Australia (balls)
†M S Wade lbw b Thakur 80 (53)
*A J Finch c Pandya b Sundar 0 (2)
S P D Smith b Sundar 24 (23)
G J Maxwell b Natarajan 54 (36)
M C Henriques not out 5 (2)
D J M Short run out 7 (3)
D R Sams not out 4 (2)
Extras (lb 1, w 10, nb 1) 12
Total (5 wkts, 20 overs) 186
S A Abbott, A J Tye, M J Swepson and
A Zampa did not bat.
Fall of wickets 1-14, 2-79, 3-169, 4-175,
5-182.
Bowling Chahar 4-0-34-0; Sundar
4-0-34-2; Natarajan 4-0-33-1; Chahal
4-0-41-0; Thakur 4-0-43-1.

India (balls)
†K L Rahul c Smith b Maxwell 0 (2)
S Dhawan c Sams b Swepson 28 (21)
*V Kohli c Sams b Tye 85 (61)
S V Samson c Smith b Swepson 10 (9)
S S Iyer lbw b Swepson 0 (1)
H H Pandya c Finch b Zampa 20 (13)
W Sundar c Tye b Abbott 7 (6)
S N Thakur not out 17 (7)
D L Chahar not out 0 (0)
Extras (b 1, w 6) 7
Total (7 wkts, 20 overs) 174
Y S Chahal and T Natarajan did not bat.
Fall of wickets 1-0, 2-74, 3-97, 4-100,
5-144, 6-151, 7-164.
Bowling Maxwell 3-0-20-1; Abbott 4-
0-49-1; Sams 2-0-29-0; Tye 4-0-31-1;
Swepson 4-0-23-3; Zampa 3-0-21-1.
6 India win three-match series 2-1

Football
Uefa Champions League
(8pm kick-off unless stated)
Group A Bayern Munich v Lokomotiv
Moscow; RB Salzburg v Atletico
Madrid (TV: BT Sport ESPN). Group B
Inter Milan v Shakhtar Donetsk; Real
Madrid v Borussia Monchengladbach
(TV: BT Sport 3). Group C Manchester
City v Marseilles (TV: BT Sport 2);
Olympiacos v Porto. Group D Ajax v
Atalanta (TV: BT Sport 1) (5.55);
Midtjylland v Liverpool (Radio:
talkSPORT2; TV: BT Sport 2) (5.55).

Sky Bet Championship
(7.45pm kick-off unless stated)
Barnsley v Wycombe Wanderers;
Brentford v Derby County; Bristol City
v Blackburn Rovers (TV: Sky Sports
Main Event); Norwich City v
Nottingham Forest (Radio:
talkSPORT2); Preston North End v
Middlesbrough (7.0); Reading v
Birmingham City.

National League South
Havant & Waterlooville v Slough
Town (7.45).

FA Trophy 
Second qualifying round: Enfield
Town v Maldon & Tiptree (7.45).

Women’s Super League Bristol City v
Aston Villa (7.30).

Women’s Champions League Round
of 32, first legs: Benfica v Chelsea (3.0);
Gothenburg v Man City (3.0).

Snooker 
Milton Keynes Scottish Open 

Results Fixtures

25 yards but its journey towards goal
was accidentally barred by Tammy
Abraham. The Scotland Under-21
international was gliding up and back,
one moment harrying Cabella, the next
dropping back, splitting the centre
backs, Andreas Christensen and
Antonio Rüdiger, to take the ball and
build a move. 

Chelsea have plenty of options in the
centre, and Gilmour’s opportunities
will inevitably be limited, but he talks of
learning in training, watching the
established players, seeing how they
prepare, how dedicated they are. He
showed a maturity in possession,
dropping back midway through the half
and curling a ball across to Jorginho. He
then dribbled away from Cabella,
keeping the ball, keeping the move tick-
ing over. Always keen to maintain the
momentum, Gilmour used his chest to
transfer one ball to Emerson. 

Even when Krasnodar took the lead
through Cabella’s low shot after 24 min-
utes, Gilmour simply focused on his
game, on getting forward, on winning

the ball and helped Chelsea to equalise
within four minutes. Kovacic fed the
ball through to Abraham, who was
forced over by Kaio. Jorginho did his
usual hop, skip and jump routine, and
calmly stroked the ball low past
Evgeni Gorodov.

On he went, earning more approval
from the Chelsea fans, swapping passes
with Rüdiger, then Jorginho, turning
and pushing upfield. Gilmour played
with his head up, always checking on
team-mates’ positions, feeding the ball
into the path of Kovacic, and always
aware of opponents’ presence. He
turned effortlessly away from Wander-
son, then controlled a bouncing ball
and hooked a shot at Gorodov. 

Gilmour’s contribution and develop-
ment is important for two former Chel-
sea players, Steve Clarke, the Scotland
coach, as well as Lampard. Gilmour’s
rise will be closely monitored in a
season that culminates in the European
Championship finals. He showed his
touch around the area and his intelli-
gence, driving the ball hard into the feet

of Kovacic, who guided it on to Kai
Havertz. His shot was blocked, but the
German was soon in possession again,
courtesy of a Gilmour back-heel. 

Chelsea were struggling to break
through Krasnodar’s defence again but
they had already won the group, and
this was about minutes for the likes of
Gilmour and another 19-year-old, Tino
Anjorin, who made a couple of exciting
surges. Abraham, a willing frontrunner
as ever, drew a good save from Gorodov.
But the attention of the Chelsea 2,000
was focused mainly on their No 23. 

When he slid in determinedly to in-
tercept a Viktor Claessen pass, a fan in
the West Stand lower shouted loudly:
“Billy Gilmour, f***ing tremendous
stuff.” He kept popping up all over,
suddenly appearing down the right,
stretching Krasnodar as Chelsea
attacked down the left. He raised his
hand, calling for the ball, almost like a
schoolboy desperate for involvement.
The ball eventually arrived. He moved
inside, gesturing to Azpilicueta to go on
the outside after 62 minutes. 

Gilmour’s certainly not short of
confidence. Chelsea’s senior players
clearly trust him with the ball; two
minutes after advising his captain
where to run, Gilmour was moving into
space, and taking a pass from Azpilicue-
ta. Two minutes later, he was rising
above Cabella to win a header.

As the game closed, Gilmour even
took responsibility for a late free kick,
curling the ball towards the far post
where Olivier Giroud was crowded out.
When he regained his breath after the
final whistle, Gilmour strode across to
salute the Chelsea fans, who showed
their appreciation.

Chelsea (4-3-3): K Arrizabalaga 6 — C Azpilicueta 
7, A Christensen 6, A Rüdiger 6, Emerson 5 — M 
Kovacic 7 (N Kanté 74min) Jorginho 6, B Gilmour 
8 — K Havertz 7 (T Werner 74), T Abraham 7, F 
Anjorin 6 (O Giroud 80). Booked Azpilicueta 
Krasnodar (4-5-1): E Gorodov 6 — I Smolnikov 6, 
A Martynovich 6, Kaio 5 (E Sorokin 74), C Ramírez 
6 — Wanderson 7 (Y Chernov 80), K Olsson 6 
(R Kambolov 80), R Cabella 8 (M Suleymanov 
80), T Vilhena 6, V Claesson 7 — M Berg 6 
(E Markov 89).
Referee P Kralovec (Cze)

At the final whistle Billy Gilmour stood
still in the centre circle, touching his
ankles, stretching his calves, as though
forcing some lactic acid out of his legs
after a tireless display shuttling
between both areas. 

A dead rubber on a cold night against
average opposition ending in a draw
hardly promised much for the memory
banks yet there was Gilmour to admire.
It was a performance of real signifi-
cance from the midfielder, a 90-minute
shift from a player who looked com-
pletely unfazed by the occasion or the
task of linking up with more illustrious
names. The young Scot even signalled
to his captain, César Azpilicueta, where
to run at one point. 

To prosper at this level, players need
self-belief, as well as stamina, dedica-
tion, hunger and technique, and
Gilmour certainly possesses that
confidence. He is still very young, but
Gilmour clearly has the faith of Frank
Lampard and also his team-mates, who
happily trusted him with possession,
even when under pressure. 

The 200 or so fans in the Shed had
soon called on the 1,800 in the West
Stand to give them a song, and they
duly responded, getting even more
behind Chelsea, and particularly
singling out Gilmour.

The 19-year-old made an assured
first start of the season, adding to the
five minutes he had against Seville, and
regaining sharpness after that bad knee
injury suffered in July. Lampard clearly
believes in the Glaswegian, whose
game mixes the tidy and the tigerish.

“I thought Billy was outstanding on
his return,” Lampard said. “I felt very
comfortable with him coming back in
because he trained so well and did he
rehab well.”

Gilmour was playing in central mid-
field with a licence to push on as Mateo
Kovacic and particularly Jorginho
shielded the back four. Small of stature,
Gilmour still covers the ground swiftly,
and regularly raced forward to press
Rémy Cabella and Kristoffer Olsson. 

He often played on the half-turn,
looking to attack. After effortlessly
controlling one early ball, Gilmour
showed his confidence with a shot from

Henry Winter Chief Football Writer

Gilmour gives display of self-belief
Chelsea
Jorginho 28 (pen)

Krasnodar
Cabella 24

1
1

Gilmour takes charge in midfield on 
his first start of the season; Abraham 
is brought down for Chelsea’s penalty 

k s charge in midfield on 
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Ronaldo comes out on top

Cristiano Ronaldo stole the limelight 
in the showdown with Lionel Messi 
by scoring two goals as Juventus 
humiliated Barcelona with a 3-0 
victory at the Nou Camp.

Both teams had already qualified
for the knockout stage of the 
Champions League, with only 
top spot in group G up for grabs
and personal pride in the battle 
between the two best players in 
the world.

Ronaldo’s goals both came from
the penalty spot, the first to put 
Juventus ahead and the other to 
make it 3-0. Weston McKennie, 
the USA midfielder, scored with a 
stunning volley in between.

The Borussia Dortmund striker 
Youssoufa Moukoko became the 
youngest player to feature in a 
Champions League match when the 
teenager — aged 16 years and 18 
days — came on as a second-half 
substitute in the 2-1 win away to 
Zenit St Petersburg in their final 
group F tie.

The Cameroon-born Germany 
forward replaced Felix Passlack in 
the 58th minute. Celestine Babayaro 
previously held the record of 16 
years and 87 days.

How they finished

P W D L F A GD Pts
Chelsea (Q) .....................6 4 2 0 14 2 12 14
Seville (Q) ........................6 4 1 1 9 8 1 13
Krasnodar........................6 1 2 3 6 11 -5 5
Rennes...............................6 0 1 5 3 11 -8 1
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Sport Champions League

Manchester United’s fall from grace
continues apace. Their place among
European football’s lesser ranks was
confirmed after a woeful defensive
performance against RB Leipzig.

Paul Pogba and Bruno Fernandes
scored late on to give the scoreline an
element of respectability, but do not be
fooled. This was a loss that was compre-
hensive in nature, one that casts further
doubt on Ole Gunnar Solskjaer’s
suitability to manage United.

United did not deserve to progress to
the Champions League knockout stages
after such a pitiful and chaotic defensive
performance. Last night at the Red Bull
Arena, they clipped their own wings.

The blue half of Manchester had
extra reason to chuckle ahead of Satur-
day’s derby as it was one of their own
who orchestrated United’s downfall.

Angeliño, the Manchester City loan-
ee, took advantage of some poor deci-
sion-making from Aaron Wan-Bissaka
to cause havoc down the left all night.
The Spanish full back, who is likely to
join Leipzig permanently later this
season, scored the first and set up
Amadou Haidara and Justin Kluivert
for Leipzig’s second and third goals.

A season that began with such hope
for Solskjaer is now in danger of turning
sour very fast. A whipping at the hands
of City at Old Trafford on Saturday will
only lead to further calls for Solskjaer to
be replaced with Mauricio Pochettino.

Sure, watching Solskjaer’s team can
be a thrilling experience, but once in a
while it would be nice to see them play
with a bit of control and stability. 

Last night United gifted Leipzig two
easy goals in the first 13 minutes, with
Wan-Bissaka and Luke Shaw at fault.
Then it was David de Gea’s turn to
switch off for Leipzig’s final goal. 

The most lamentable aspect of
United’s failure to qualify is that they
only have themselves to blame.

They beat Paris Saint-Germain in
their opening game and then tore Leip-
zig apart the next week, but truly elite

stages. Solskjaer had actually picked a
team that looked defensively solid in
structure. Pogba was dropped to make
way for Nemanja Matic, who was to
protect the back five along with Scott
McTominay. That was the plan anyway.
It took less than two minutes to unfold.

Marcel Sabitzer was given time on
the ball in the inside right channel in
Leipzig’s first attack. He lifted his head
up and spotted that Angeliño had
peeled away from Wan-Bissaka and he
lifted the ball to the Spaniard, who
could scarcely believe his luck. He
lashed the ball into the far corner.
Mason Greenwood had a chance to
make things right at the other end, but
he shot straight at Péter Gulácsi, the
Leipzig goalkeeper.

Leipzig made United pay. Again,

RB Leipzig (4-3-2-1): P Gulácsi 7 — N Mukiele 7, 
W Orban 8, I Konaté 8, Angeliño 9 (M Halstenberg 
87min) — A Haidara 8, K Kampl 8 (T Adams 75), 
M Sabitzer 8 — C Nkunku 7, E Forsberg 6
(Y Poulsen 56, 7) — D Olmo 7 (J Kluivert 56, 7). 
Booked Mukiele, Sabitzer, Kluivert, Adams. 
Manchester United (3-4-1-2): D De Gea 4 — 
V Lindelof 5 (A Tuanzebe 78), H Maguire 4,
L Shaw 4 (B Williams 61, 5) — A Wan-Bissaka 3 
(T Fosu-Mensah 77), N Matic 4 (P Pogba 61, 6),
S McTominay 6, A Telles 5 (D Van de Beek 45, 6) — 
B Fernandes 7 — M Greenwood 5, M Rashford 5. 
Booked Fernandes, Shaw, Maguire, Williams, 
Lindelof.
Referee A M Lahoz (Spain).

Now for the knockout stage

Qualified for the last 16
Barcelona, Bayern Munich, Borussia 
Dortmund, Chelsea, Juventus, Lazio
Liverpool, RB Leipzig, Paris Saint-
Germain, Manchester City, Porto, 
Seville

Who can still go through 
Group A Atletico Madrid or Salzburg.
Group B Real Madrid, Borussia 
Mönchengladbach, Shakhtar 
Donetsk, Inter MIlan 
Group D Ajax or Atalanta.

Paul Hirst

City loanee sends 
desperate United 
out of Euro elite 
RB Leipzig
Angeliño 2, Haidara 13, Kluivert 69

Manchester Utd
Fernandes 80 (pen), Pogba 82

3
2

Wan-Bissaka left Angeliño alone. This
time he curled a deep cross to the back
post and in came Haidara to volley
beyond De Gea. Shaw had left Haidara
unmarked at the back post. It was basic
stuff. 

United were shellshocked. Defen-
sively they were all over the place. In
attack, they were thwarted by the
relentless pressing from the hosts.

Julian Nagelsmann, the impressive
33-year-old Leipzig manager, prowled
around his technical area, yelling “bien,
Angeliño” whenever he broke free from
Wan-Bissaka, a regular occurrence.
Angeliño delivered an inch-perfect
cross for Forsberg, who was unmarked,
but the forward shot just wide from 12
yards. It was a let off for United. It was
the easiest chance of the night so far. 

When Willi Orban’s goal was ruled
out for offside, United should have
woken from their slumber, but it was
not to be. 

Solskjaer switched to a back four and
brought on Donny van de Beek at half-
time. Pogba soon entered the fray.
Fernandes rattled the bar with a free
kick to raise United’s hopes, but
another episode of shambolic defend-
ing allowed Leipzig to score again. 

Angelino’s cross flicked off Christo-
her Nkunku into the six-yard box. De
Gea paused for a moment, expecting
Maguire to clear, and Kluivert jumped
in to nick the ball past the Spaniard.

United were given a lifeline with ten
minutes left. Greenwood went down
under pressure from Ibrahima Konaté
and the referee awarded a penalty,
which Fernandes dispatched.

Pogba then headed in Fernandes’s
corner but there was no time for a third
and the players collapsed in a disconso-
late state at the final whistle. 

teams know how to finish the job and
United were unable to do so. 

They should have wrapped up quali-
fication long before they arrived in
Germany. If United’s decision to allow
Demba Ba a free run on goal in Istanbul
looked bad five weeks ago, it looks even
worse now. A better organised United
would have held on for a draw against
PSG at Old Trafford last week too.

Sir Alex Ferguson famously
described United’s relegation to the
Europa League as a “penalty” in 2011
and it certainly felt like that last night.

Instead of rubbing shoulders with the
European elite next spring, United
could come up against Molde,
Solskjaer’s former club, or Wolfsberger,
who sit seventh in the Austrian Bundes-
liga, in the Europa League knockout

Harry Maguire accused his Manchester
United team-mates of failing to execute
the basics of football as they lost to
RB Leipzig and crashed out of the
Champions League in the group stage.

United needed a point to qualify from
group H but trailed 2-0 after 13 minutes
and despite a desperate late fightback
went down 3-2, ending their campaign
by virtue of an inferior head-to head
record with PSG.

“We have to go out there and be
aggressive, win the first ball, win the
second balls and defend crosses, it’s the
basics of football,” Maguire said. “We
have to look at ourselves. It’s a tough

Maguire: We failed to do even basics 
Martin Hardy group but we thoroughly felt we should

get through. 
“I’m gutted for everyone. We worked

so hard last year to reach this competi-
tion. I don’t want to look at excuses. It
doesn’t matter what shape you are, if
you can’t defend crosses you’re going to
lose football matches.”

Ole Gunnar Solskjaer, who will now
face more questions about his own
position, put Paul Pogba on the bench
and could not hide his anger towards
Mino Raiola, the agent of the France
star, who on the eve of the tie said his
player wants to leave Old Trafford. 

“The squad is fine, they stick together
and as soon as Paul’s agent realises it’s a
team sport and we work together, the

better,” he said. “That is maybe the last
thing I want to say about that. I don’t
want to spend energy on it.”

United have now trailed in ten of
their 16 games in the Premier League
and in the Champions League this
season and Solskjaer added: “We didn’t
perform as a team well enough. We
knew they were going to put crosses in-
to the box and we conceded two goals
and never got going. The lone chance
they had in the second half they took.
The second half was one-way traffic.

“[United] all gave everything, good
character, I can’t fault anyone and we
were close to getting the third and that
would have been some achievement
against a team like Leipzig.” 

PSG will go through to the last 16 what-
ever the outcome of the game.

Basaksehir later issued a statement
on Twitter that said: “Our players have
taken a decision NOT TO go back on
the pitch after our Assistant Coach
Pierre Webo has been exposed to racist
behaviour by the 4th Official.”

The suspension was an unprecedent-
ed moment. Uefa said the remainder of
the match would be played today, kick-
ing off at 5.55pm with a new team of
match officials. Uefa had planned to re-
start the match last night with a differ-
ent fourth official, but the only replace-
ment available was the video assistant
referee. However, that would have
meant Coltescu being put in charge of
the VAR controls and adjudicating for
the rest of the match. That suggestion

Sides refused to restart as 

Ba reacts to hearing that the fourth 
coach, Webo, who was sent off, right. 

continued from back

Angeliño, the Manchester City loanee, inset, fires the ball past United full back 

United since Ferguson retired

2013-14: quarter-finals, lost to 
Bayern Munich
2014-15: did not qualify
2015-16: out at group stage, behind 
Wolfsburg, PSV Eindhoven
2016-17: did not qualify
2017-18: round-of-16, lost to Seville
2018-19: quarter-finals, lost to 
Barcelona
2019-20: out at group stage, behind 
Paris St Germain and RB Leipzig 
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Wan-Bissaka for the opening Leipzig goal. The German side’s 3-2 victory demotes United to the Europa League 

fourth official could not be replaced 

official used the term “the black one” to describe the Basaksehir assistant 
Centre, Neymar and his Paris Saint-Germain team-mates leave the pitch
official used td td tthhhehe ttterm “the black
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was deemed unacceptable by both sets
of players.

Rio Ferdinand, whose brother Anton
relived the anguish he went through in
2012 in a BBC documentary last week,
when John Terry was banned for four
matches by the FA and fined £220,000
for racial abuse, called for action from
the game’s governing bodies.

“Listen, we’re at a disturbing tipping
point,” he said. “We’ve got Millwall, the
PSG game today, all in the same week.
Not a week goes by at the moment
without an incident involving race and
we’re at a point where something needs
to be done. We’re saying it all the time
but the powers that be in this game
need to make a huge stand.

“The players going off together is
unity and it is a step in the right
direction. It can’t just be left to the
players to do this.”

Solskjaer’s issues 
run deeper than 
Pogba distraction

my life” as Jamie Carragher said this 
week? Really? 

The last time Pogba played for a 
really good team, he won the World 
Cup. The years before that when he 
played for a consistently strong club 
team, he won four Serie A titles in 
consecutive years and reached the 
Champions League final. 

That is not to defend his lacklustre
form for United — quite the opposite 
— and it is clear that as Solskjaer 
gropes for some sort of consistent 
pattern for this team (and there is no 
indication that the opportunity will 
be taken away from him by Ed 
Woodward, the chief executive), 
Pogba cannot be part of the 
long-term planning. 

Goals against West Ham United 
and last night are two of the reasons 
why he is not about to be thrust into 
Mesut Özil-esque exile but it will be a 
measure of the club’s problems for as 
long as Pogba is dictating the weather 
at Old Trafford; overshadowing 
debate before a big game like this 
thanks to the intemperate remarks of 
Mino Raiola, his agent.

“Paul needs a new team, a change
of air,” Raiola had said. If that reads 
like a serving of notice, it was meant 
to. Raiola’s tactic is to make United so 

Matt Dickinson

Chief Sports 
Writer

tired of the situation that they give in 
and sell.

“As soon as Paul’s agent realises this
is a team sport and we work together, 
the better,” Solskjaer said afterwards, 
with the peeved face of a man who 
knows that he is going to be 
answering these same questions 
until the summer. 

As Pogba’s contract winds down into
the last year, Raiola knows that United 
are going to have to come to the table 
soon enough to discuss the next move. 
Solskjaer’s best hope from a player on 
an initial £8.61 million a year plus a 
£3.4 million loyalty payment each 
year (stop laughing) plus image rights 
is more cameos like this one.

And then? Real Madrid? Juventus?
Andrea Pirlo, Pogba’s former team-
mate, is the head coach of Juventus 
and the talk is whether they may be 
reunited. “Why not?” Raiola said. 

The agent seems to have a clear 
plan for the future. Solskjaer has a lot 
more work to do on his one.

L
uke Shaw hoiked the ball
into an empty stand, stared
angrily back up the pitch at
the malfunctioning Aaron
Wan-Bissaka, and searched

for the appropriate exclamation. 
“F*** me!” he shouted. It felt like 
the definitive word on Manchester 
United’s shambolic defending. 

We could spend the rest of this 
piece trying to describe just how 
wretched it was in the first half in 
Leipzig, but perhaps Shaw captured it 
best with that outburst, and the 
desperate look of a man trying to put 
out a house fire with a watering can.

And so we had the latest pratfall in
the reign of Ole Gunnar Solskjaer — 
one step forward, one Norman 
Wisdom slapstick stumble backwards 
into a collapsing ladder and a bucket. 
A team capable of beating anyone 
and losing to anyone, often in the 
same game.

Whether it is incessant tinkering 
with defensive systems that is 
throwing these players into such 
hapless confusion, coaches 
misreading how the game will unfold, 
a lack of assertiveness on the pitch 
along that backline — quite possibly 
all of the above — Solskjaer either 
was being coy in the post-match press 
conference in Germany or he does 
not know the answer. 

The frequency with which these 
lapses occur very much suggests the 
latter, especially as Solskjaer insisted 
that “we did everything as normal in 
our preparation”. Just a thought, but 
maybe “normal” is not working? 

“We knew they were going to come
at us, we knew they were going to put 
crosses in the box,” Solskjaer noted. 
So why was Angeliño given so much 
room to do exactly that? 

Thrilling as it was in those last ten
minutes as United chased the game, 
beguiling as it was to summon 
memories of the great United teams 
trading goals on European adventures 
as it went to 3-2, this is not a strategy.

“That’s United, we make it hard for
ourselves,” Solskjaer had said pre-
match, as if it was something to 
admire. Perhaps if you win. Defending 
this woefully does not just make it 
hard for yourselves but impossible.

Call the cavalry? Paul Pogba was 
said by Solskjaer to have been left out 
for tactical reasons and it seemed 
tactical too — in the sense of making 
a point, to the France international 
and his agent — when the manager 
turned to Donny van de Beek as the 
first midfielder off the bench to try to 
help Bruno Fernandes drag United 
back into this game. 

It was the 61st minute when Pogba
arrived and, by the end, he had 
contributed a goal and some grown-
up midfield play which is perhaps not 
that much of a surprise because he is 
a top-class footballer when the mood 
takes him.

Of course he is not performing like
one consistently but “oh my God, the 
most overrated player I have seen in 

How they stand

P W D L GF GA GD Pts
Leipzig (Q) 6 4 0 2 11 12 -1 12
Paris S-G (Q) 5 3 0 2 8 5 3 9
Man United 6 3 0 3 15 10 5 9
Istanbul B 5 1 0 4 6 13 -7 3

*PSG v Istanbul Basaksehir halted last night

FILIP SINGER/EPA

Solskjaer deployed a back five last 
night although as this map of their 
average positions during the match 
shows, it was a lop-sided back line

De Gea

Lindelof 

Wan-Bissaka

Rashford

Greenwood
Fernandes 

Shaw 

Matic

Maguire

McTominay

 Telles 

Manchester United’s 
average positions
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W
hen players from West Indies
and Pakistan left England in the
summer, having come in an
hour of need at the height of
the pandemic, they did so

with gratitude trailing in their wake. When 
England leave South Africa tomorrow, that 
will not quite be the sentiment: although 
welcomed warmly as the first team to play 
international cricket here since Covid-19 
struck, local feeling is one of frustration and
disappointment that the tour was not able to 
be completed.

That impression was not diminished 
yesterday when the second round of PCR test 
results were all negative, meaning that no one 
within the England party has tested positive. 
That was the suspicion all along, from the 
moment the first tests — believed to be of 
one player and one member of the backroom 
staff — returned results of which the medics 
were highly sceptical. Those doubts were 
confirmed by the rapid testing that followed 
almost immediately.

After further testing and analysis by 
independent virologists in Cape Town and 
London, those tests were confirmed as false 
positives at about 12.30pm local time (10.30am 
GMT) yesterday, an hour and a half before the 
rescheduled second ODI had been due to start 
at Newlands. Instead, England’s cricketers 
remained at The Vineyard hotel, while South 
Africa’s had already dispersed. While there was 
frustration at the postponement of the series, 
there was also huge relief with the confirmation 

of the test results that England’s party is a 
healthy one. 

It means that the two individuals pose
no further risk to the rest and were 
allowed to stop self-isolating. They can 
now fly home tomorrow with the rest 
of the squad, instead of having to self-
isolate in South Africa until Tuesday, 
while those flying to Australia for the Big 
Bash League were awaiting another round 
of tests before they could travel to Australia 
for 14 days in quarantine. 

These false positives have proved costly. 
Afterwards there was a growing collective
anxiety among the England players, 
who feared the consequences if the 
integrity of the hotel bubble had 
been shattered. They feared a 
spread of Covid-19 within 
the group, with the 
consequences for self-
isolation in South Africa that 
could follow. Given the small 

Hosts let down by England’s exit
window of family time for some of these players 
— a break of only two weeks for some — that 
was an understandable anxiety.

There was little appetite among them to 
countenance playing the final leg of the tour, 
matches that count as part of the qualification 

for the World Cup in India in
2023, and they made their
feelings known. Quite
when the schedule will
allow for these three
matches to be reorganised
is anyone’s guess, but if
space can be found then

there will be no effect on
broadcast income, either,
for South Africa.
Once the players

signalled that
they were in no

frame of mind
to play, it was

left to senior
voices, such as

Eoin Morgan and
Joe Root, to land
the deal. While they
are captains of

separate teams,
Morgan and Root

often operate together,
combining their authority. They

were co-authors, as it were, of
the revamp of England’s cultural

revolution after the Bristol fracas in
2017 and they were key voices in this.

Ashley Giles then relayed matters to
Tom Harrison, the ECB chief executive,

who was back in England.
Quite what would have happened had

Harrison insisted England fulfil the fixtures
is not hard to guess. The ECB has always 

made it known that the wellbeing of the 
players is paramount and it has always allowed

players an opt-out on security grounds — the 
definition of security in this instance being that 
of the biobubble — something of which Morgan 
availed himself when he pulled out of a tour to 
Bangladesh in 2016.

The fundamental point is that players, 
buttressed by plentiful opportunities outside of 
international cricket, and with support from 
player unions that are far more powerful and 
assertive than in years gone by, hold most of 
the cards. In a time of a pandemic involving a 
potentially killer virus, and with mental 
health and wellbeing at the forefront of any 
conversation, it would have been a brave chief 
executive to challenge his players. Harrison was 
not about to do so.

He was on the back foot with his opposite 
number at Cricket South Africa, 

Kugandrie Govender, the acting chief
executive. An agreement was struck,

a conciliatory tone negotiated, and
England have agreed to pick up
some of the extra costs of any
rescheduled trip. Neither party
was keen for the relationship to
be damaged, especially so South

Africa, given the challenges they
face to maintain their status as a

cricketing superpower.
It is South Africa who will feel the

brunt of the decision, though. There has 
been reputational damage to their ability to 
stage cricket, which will still be a necessity 
throughout their home season, until global 
vaccines take effect. Sri Lanka are due here, 
as are Pakistan and Australia and, no doubt, 
they will be keen for the hosts to up the ante 
where the integrity of any biosecure bubbles 
is concerned.

For England, there was relief above all 
that two tests proved negative, that their 
players’ health has not been compromised and 
that the final chapter of this troubled tour is 
almost done.

Chief Cricket 
Correspondent,
Cape Town

Mike Atherton

Morgan, right, always prioritises player 
security, which led to the cancelled tour Window

to reschedule?
England’s provisional ODI 

series for 2021 are: 

India v Eng (Feb/Mar) 

Eng v SL (Jun) 

Eng v Pak (Jul)

Ged Stokes, the
former New
Zealand rugby

league prop and father 
of the England all-
rounder Ben, has died 
at the age of 65 from 
brain cancer (Elizabeth 
Ammon writes).

Ged became unwell 
last December during 
England’s tour to South 

Africa and spent five 
weeks in hospital in 
Johannesburg before 
returning home to 
Christchurch with his 
wife, Deborah. He was 
diagnosed with brain 
cancer in January and 
Ben took compassionate 
leave from England duty 
to spend much of the 
summer in New Zealand.

Ben has often cited 
the influence of his 
father and dedicates his 
achievements on the 
pitch to him by raising 
a hand and bending
his middle finger to 
symbolise the digit that 
Ged had amputated 
during his rugby career. 

Ben returned to 
cricket in October with 
the Rajasthan Royals 
in the Indian Premier 
League. He did so with 
his family’s blessing, 
knowing that he would 
probably never see his 
father again.

Ged’s death was 
announced by his 
former rugby league 
club, Workington Town, 
where he played one 
season in 1982-83 and 
later worked as a coach. 

Ben was rested from 
the aborted ODI leg of 

the South Africa
tour. It is yet to

be confirmed
whether he
will fly 
to New
Zealand for
the funeral 
and how
this may
affect his

availability
for England’s

January tour 
to Sri Lanka.

Ged Stokes, inspirational
father of Ben, dies at 65

the aborted O
the South 

tour. It
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Ged, far left, coaches 
Serbia; left, Ben’s salute in 
honour of his father and 
with his parents, below 
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The 13 rugby players whose abuse of
Covid rules led to the cancellation of
the England match against the Barbari-
ans at Twickenham have all been found
guilty and received a collective punish-
ment of 85 weeks in match bans, fines of
more than 18 weeks of their salaries and
630 hours of community service.

Chris Robshaw, the former England
captain, is the most high-profile player
to have been found guilty of breaches.
He will serve a four-week suspension,
be fined two weeks’ wages and will have
to serve 50 hours of community service.

The RFU is thought to have lost
about £1 million of income from the
cancellation of the game.

Robshaw and the other players were
found to have tried to deceive the
authorities by inventing a version of
events when questioned. They left their
London hotel via the fire escape in
order to avoid detection and, when they
were caught, said that they had been to
McDonald’s and were then drinking
outside when, in fact, they had been
inside two drinking establishments and
a restaurant. They also neglected to
admit that they had been out for two
nights in a row, not one.

Twelve of the 13 players supported
the invented version of events. For that
breach alone the disciplinary panel
gave each of them a four-week suspen-
sion which was reduced to two because
the panel had “accepted that the
primary motive for lying may have
been a misguided attempt to keep the
game being played”.

Robshaw, 34, had played at
Harlequins for his whole professional
career until he left the club in October,
shortly before the intended Barbarians
game. He is set to join the San Diego
Legion team in the US’s Major League
Rugby. It is yet to be established which
wages will be docked in his four weeks’
worth of fines.

The next most senior player in the
group was Richard Wigglesworth of
Leicester Tigers, who played 33 times
for England. He has received the same
punishment as Robshaw.

Some players were found to have
gone out on one of the nights, not both.
The panel issued lighter penalties to

three younger players: Tom de
Glanville, the Bath fly half, and Manu
Vunipola and Joel Kpoku, of Saracens.

Simon Kerrod, the Harlequins
front-rower, received only one week’s
suspension because he had been out for
only one night and was the sole player
who had not lied about it.

The panel’s judgment recorded that
before joining the Barbarian team
camp at their London hotel, the players
had read and signed a code of conduct
that stipulated they should avoid any

public places; bars and public houses
were specifically prohibited, and
players were told not to leave the hotel
unless authorised by the medical lead
and Covid manager. 

The players were also provided with a
variety of facilities in their hotel, in-
cluding a dining room and social area
with pool, table tennis and other games.
They could drink alcohol within the
camp environment at the hotel. Players
were also given permission to go into
Hyde Park in groups of no more than

Robshaw handed a ban, fine and 
community service for breaches

Sale shocked 
by Diamond’s 
abrupt exit
John Westerby

Steve Diamond has made an abrupt
departure from his position as director
of rugby at Sale Sharks, citing “personal
reasons” for the decision to move on
after ten years. He will be replaced in
the short term by Paul Deacon, the
attack coach, only three games into the
new Gallagher Premiership season. 

The surprise move comes only four
weeks after a new chief executive, Sid
Sutton, was appointed. That followed
Diamond temporarily taking on a
wider role in off-field matters, with the
stated aim that he would be able to de-
vote more energy to his coaching role.

A month later Sale have won two of
their first three Premiership games but
Diamond, who also sits on the club’s
board, has departed. 

“After ten proud years with Sale
Sharks I have taken the decision to step
away,” Diamond said in a statement. “I
feel this is the perfect moment to hand
over to someone else, given the club is
now stable and in a great position to
compete at the highest level.” 

Diamond had guided the club to the
brink of the play-offs last season,
finishing fifth in the table after their
final game of the season was called off
because of a coronavirus outbreak.
Greater investment in the squad had
helped them achieve their best finish for
more than a decade and they won the
Premiership Rugby Cup in September.

Recent recruits have included a large
number of South Africans, including
Faf de Klerk, the scrum half, and Lood
de Jager, the lock, who both started in
the Springboks’ World Cup final
victory over England last year. They
have blended with local products such
as the Curry twins, Tom and Ben, to
make Sale an emerging force in the
Premiership. The signing of Manu
Tuilagi from Leicester in the summer
further strengthened them. 

Diamond had repeatedly fallen foul
of the RFU’s disciplinary processes for
criticising referees. In 2017 a panel
threatened Sale with a points deduc-
tion if Diamond were to transgress
again. Deacon’s first game in charge
will be a considerable challenge, with a
visit to Toulon in the opening round of
fixtures in the Heineken Champions
Cup on Saturday. 

three to get fresh air, but they
were required to provide
WhatsApp notifications on
departure and return. 

On the afternoon of October
20 Robshaw, Wigglesworth and
Jackson Wray, the Saracens
player, left the hotel to go for tak-
eaway drinks from The Footman
pub in Mayfair, and drank them
outside. They later moved into
the pub, where they were joined
by Alex Lewington and Juan
Pablo Socino, also of Saracens,
plus Fergus McFadden, the re-
tired Ireland player, and Kerrod.

The panel was told by the
players: “We knew this was not
technically permitted, so to avoid
any confrontation we left the
hotel via a fire exit.” The players
returned via the fire exit too.

The following day there was a
further breach. Wray had
approached the Barbarians
management to ask if the group
could visit Sergio’s restaurant.
The request was denied as indoor
restaurants were not permitted
under Tier 2 protocols. Later that
day 12 players left the team hotel
and went to Hush bar in Mayfair,
The Running Horse pub and
Sergio’s restaurant. 

It was after this second outing
that they were found to have
breached the code. Later, when
asked where they had been,
the players said that they left
the hotel to eat out at

McDonald’s and sat in Berkeley Square
with takeaways.

During the immediate investigation
that followed, after it had become clear
that the 12 players had lied about the
truth, they provided a statement, say-
ing: “We would like to apologise to the
Barbarians FC and the Rugby Football
Union for our misguided and foolish
actions on Wednesday evening. We
bitterly regret our stupidity. We would
like unequivocally to apologise to the
RFU legal officer and lawyer for
offering misleading statements during
our interviews; our basic instinct, as
rugby players, is to stick together and
protect each other, but we realise we
should have told the entire truth.”

Owen Slot Chief Rugby Correspondent
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Robshaw and his 
Barbarians team-mates 
lied about being in a pub 
on consecutive evenings
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When, in 2014, the NFL paid millions to
settle a concussion-related lawsuit
brought by former players, we knew it
was only a matter of time before rugby
union faced similar litigation. That time
has arrived. That my 2003 World Cup-

Lawrence 
Dallaglio
No 8 who won 
2003 World Cup 
with Thompson

It’s tragic Steve can’t remember winning World Cup – I’m one of 
winning team-mate Steve Thompson
should figure among the litigants
stunned me. Steve’s a top bloke and has
been living in Dubai for a few years so
we haven’t seen much of each other but
the idea he has dementia and can’t re-
member that night in Sydney is tragic.

Am I worried about my own health?
Not really. I haven’t had any of the
episodes and symptoms that Steve has
described, and as a front-row player his
head would have been more exposed. I
accepted the risks. I was lucky.

That said, I did have my moments. I
remember a Heineken Cup quarter-fi-

nal against Gloucester when my Wasps
team-mate Paul Volley and I had a
clash of heads and we were
both out on the floor.
When I came round the
club doctor asked me if I
was OK. I said I was
fine. Even when I
got in at half-time, I
was not quite with
it. Did I admit
this? No, I

wanted to get back out there. Now I’d be
forced to undergo a head injury as-

sessment (HIA), which I would
have failed and my game would
have been over.

HIAs were one of the key
measures which rugby

introduced to avoid its
players suffering the
same long-term phys-
ical damage as
American footbal-
lers. These have
clearly been a good
thing though I am a

little baffled as to how a player can fail
one yet be allowed to return a week
later. In the old days, if you had concus-
sion, you were out for three weeks.

Steve quit in 2011 when the physicali-
ty was cranking up and the incidence of
head injuries became greater: the ball
was in play for longer, players were big-
ger. There was also a change in the
nature of collisions. We began to see
fewer one-on-one challenges. More
common were two tacklers going in on
the ball-carrier — one around the legs,
one above the waist, the latter making
contact with the head more likely.

Team-mates
at World Cup

p 
n

thing Alix wants is to stop parents al-
lowing their kids to play rugby.”

Popham plans to compete in an Iron-
Man event in 2022 as an experiment to
see whether increased oxygen flow to
the brain through elevated cardio train-
ing helps to slow the degeneration. The
challenge will also raise funds for the
family’s foundation, Head For Change.

that he doesn’t want others to suffer in
silence. Our family had been destroyed
last year. While we have had the most
devastating news and the future may
look bleak, our life now is better than it
was last year because at least we know.
The players want the recognition to
bring about change, the players want to
make the game they love safer. The last

The players have made 15 demands of
World Rugby, including a limit on the
number of contact training sessions
permitted in a week, aimed at making
the game safer and protecting the next
generation of players.

“Michael [Lipman], Steve [Thomp-
son] and Alix have been very brave,” she
says. “Alix’s motivation to speak out is

Mandela in 2004 before being knocked
out in a game against South Africa. It
has been estimated over the course of
his career that Popham suffered
100,000 sub-concussive blows to the
head. “I had no idea,” he says. “I thought
concussion was when you were out
cold. I have learnt over the last eight
months that 90 per cent of concussions
are when you are not knocked out.

“I don’t have regrets about what I did.
I played since I was four. I just wish I was
told that these bangs to the head could
cause this damage.

“I retired with a shoulder and arm
injury. I was known for my physical play
and my tackling. I knew my body would
be in bits by the time I retired but I
didn’t know it would affect my brain the
way it has. And that is not right.”

D-Day brought mixed feelings. Up
until then he had been confused. “I just
knew things were affecting me day to
day; my short-term memory, my
concentration, emotional outbursts. I
was getting upset with it.” 

With the diagnosis, the family knew
there was only one road to take. “That
is where we made the decision to tackle
this head on and make a positive
change,” he says.

If the lawsuit is successful, any
financial reward, which could run to
millions, would help players and their
families to cover the costs of future
care. “We have been told to hope for the
best but prepare for the worst,” Mel
Popham says. “But this is in no way
financially motivated.”

Alix Popham stopped his bike at a
crossroads, looked around and realised
he was lost. This was a route he had
ridden many times before but the
former Wales international had no
recollection of how he had arrived at
that point or where to go next.
Popham, frightened at going blank
again, eventually made it back
home to Newport by retracing his
route using the Strava app. 

The incident happened only days
after he had accidentally started a
fire in the kitchen. Popham’s wife,
Mel, rushed downstairs to see
smoke coming out of the closed
grill. “I opened the door and flames
came shooting out at me,” she says.
“I did what I could to put it out and
Alix looked completely blank and
shocked. He had no recollection of
turning on the grill.”

Mel, who could no longer leave her
husband to look after their two-year-
old daughter on his own, demanded
that her husband visit the doctor. She
had known him since they were 11 and
had noticed behavioural changes on
top of the short-term memory loss. She
feared he had a brain tumour. 

This was in the first week of Septem-
ber last year. An MRI scan showed
lesions on the brain but did not detect
any major damage. A few months later
Popham went for a diffusion tensor
imaging scan, essentially a 3D MRI,
plus some neuropsychological testing
and an interview with a neurologist.

On April 16 the telephone rang. In
the Popham house they call it D-Day —
D for diagnosis. The specialist informed
Popham that he has a traumatic brain
injury, early onset dementia and prob-
able chronic traumatic encephalopathy
(CTE), the degenerative disease found
in people with a history of repetitive
brain trauma. He is 41. 

Mel Popham ran to the downstairs
loo to be sick. They both felt terribly
alone. “It was a week of shock, horror
and disbelief,” she says.

Popham is one of eight former pro-
fessional players taking legal action for
negligence against World Rugby, the
RFU and the WRU. He played
professional rugby for 14 years.
He won 33 caps in the Wales back row
between 2003 and 2008, playing at two
World Cups. His final international
was against England in 2008, when
Wales won at Twickenham for the first
time in 20 years to kick-start a grand-
slam campaign. 

Popham cannot remember it. He
cannot remember meeting Nelson

Popham at home with his wife, Mel, 
and daughter, Darcy. Right, the 
back rower in his heyday for Wales

‘I knew my body would be 
Alix Popham was a 
force of nature for 
Wales but now fears 
being in a care home at 
50, he tells Alex Lowe 
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harmed. They just want to make it safer.
This is why we’re asking World Rugby
to make a number of immediate,
relatively low-cost changes,” Richard
Boardman, the players’ lawyer, said.

“The first step is for World Rugby,
RFU and WRU to stop being in denial
and acknowledge there is a problem.”

World Rugby said that it “takes
player safety very seriously and imple-
ments injury-prevention, management
and education strategies based on the
latest evidence”. The RFU said it had
had no legal approach. “The Union
takes player safety very seriously and
implements injury prevention and
injury treatment strategies,” it said.
‘I can’t remember winning the World Cup’
News, page 3

urgency” to protect the players without
changing the sport.

The list of demands includes a limit
to the amount of contact training that is
done, similar to that which exists in the
NFL, and a limit on the number of
replacements used in a game. The
theory is that if substitutions can only
be made for injuries, players will have to
be conditioned to play for 80 minutes
and will therefore be less powerful.
They want an end to zero-hours con-
tracts, arguing they can lead to players
feeling compelled to play when injured.

“The vast majority of the former
players we represent don’t want to see it

continued from back
Rugby faces huge bill

“We want to connect the best brains
in independent science and research”
Mel says. “We want to put together a
care and support programme for
players and their families. Alix could be
in a care home by the time he is 50. I will
move heaven and earth to stop that
from happening. We are doing what we
can to try to hold off the horror story.”

lucky ones
There then followed a ferocious
competition at the breakdown, which
became a morass of heads, arms,
shoulders, knees and boots.

It’s clear that the rugby authorities
are aware of this and have been taking
preventative measures — ie yellow and
red cards being shown for dangerous
contact — and investing more time
and resources in implementing the
right physiological programmes to
support player welfare. Today’s
generation of professionals can be
reassured by this. For Steve, however, it
can be no consolation.

On what basis can 
players sue?
The basis for legal 
action is that World 
Rugby is the ultimate 
governing body for the 
sport of rugby union 
and therefore all players 
are subject to its 
rules, and it has a 
responsibility to ensure 
their safety. Legal letters
will also be sent to the 
RFU and Welsh Rugby 
Union as they were the 
domestic governing 
bodies under which the 
players competed.

What would the group 
of players have to 
prove to win the case?
They would need to 
establish that the rugby 
authorities had a duty 
of care and were guilty 
of negligence in that 
they failed to protect 
the players or ensure 
suitable medical 
treatment. The claim 
may need to provide 
evidence that the 
authorities ignored 
evidence that safety 
was being 
compromised.

Have there been 
similar cases in sport?
In 2011, former 
American footballers 
won a £700 million legal 
case against the NFL 
after claiming it had 
hidden evidence of the 
dangers of repeated 
head trauma.

The former boxer 
Michael Watson won a 
legal claim in 2000 
against the British 
Boxing Board of Control 
that his medical 
treatment was negligent 
after he suffered brain 
damage in the ring.

What does the science 
suggest about links 
between contact 
sports and dementia? 
The science is in its very 
early stages. What has 
been established is that 
chronic traumatic 
encephalopathy (CTE) 
was discovered in 

former American 
football players and is 
damage to the brain 
caused by repeated 
impacts. CTE has been 
associated with 
dementia but can only 
be diagnosed after 
death. It has also been 
found in the brains of a 
small number of former 
footballers including the 
former England player 
Jeff Astle.

How did the NFL’s class 
action unfold? 
A group of 5,000 
former NFL players with 
serious medical 
conditions linked to 
head trauma won a 
case against the league 
in 2011, which was 
upheld by an appeals 
court in 2016. The NFL 
said the settlement 
could eventually apply 
to 21,000 former 
players. Since 2016
more than 2,000 of 
3,000 dementia-related 
claims have been 
denied after failing to 
prove dementia. The 
average dementia 
award, including for 
early and moderate 
cases, has been just 
under $600,000 (about 
£450,000) per player.

How has rugby 
changed to address 
head-injury issues?

It has brought in 
protocols to assess 
head injuries during 
matches and advice 
on how to assess 
concussions. It has also 
changed the law on 
tackling: players now 
have to tackle lower on 
the body. Tackles in the 
air and no-arm tackles 
are now often punished 
with red cards.

Are rugby’s authorities 
under pressure to 
make the sport safer? 
There is constant 
pressure on the sport to 
make the game safer for
players, not just around 
concussion but around 
the toll playing 
professionally can have.

Is there any other 
evidence about the 
prevalence of 
dementia in rugby 
union players?
According to a 2014 
report by Dementia UK, 
the rate for early-onset 
dementia among 30 to 
44-year-olds in the UK 
in 2007 was 0.031%. 
Among the 1,500 
professional players in 
England and Wales 
there have been 11 with 
that diagnosis (0.7%, 
22 times higher than the
national average) and 
up to 90 more with 
possible symptoms.

Bath’s Michael Lipman had dementia diagnosed

L
et there be no doubt, this is
an existential crisis for
professional rugby union.
However, although the
lawsuits announced 

yesterday and the harrowing case 
studies that were published suggest 
there are now doubts over the future 
of the professional form of the game, 
this is not an overnight catastrophe. 
Rugby has been wandering in the 
wrong direction for too long; the 
shocking evidence presented just 
shows us where it has got to.

It is not as though rugby hadn’t 
seen it coming. It is more that we 
didn’t know how far the damage 
would go and how quickly it would 
get there. We didn’t know that eight 
former players would be suffering 
early-onset dementia in their early 
forties and are now planning to bring 
legal proceedings against the game’s 
authorities for negligence.

Rugby has tried to deal with the 
problem of concussion. It just started 
trying too late and it has moved far 
too slowly. 

There is no doubt that there has 
been a transformation in attitudes to 
concussion over the past seven years, 
but it has come too late for some and, 
as yesterday’s evidence suggests, it is 
not yet enough to make the game 
sufficiently safe for those still playing.

The medics and scientists and 
administrators involved in trying to 
make rugby safe for professional 
players have always attempted to 
make evidence-based decisions. The 
problem with concussions, or indeed 
a career spent accumulating bangs to 
the head, is that the evidence only 
shows up later.

We have long wondered what 
would be the state of health of the 
first generation of professional players 
when they reached middle age. The 
answer came yesterday in the form of 
Steve Thompson, Alix Popham, 
Michael Lipman and the other five 
players taking legal action against 
rugby’s leading federations. And yes, 
it would appear that the number is set 
to grow rapidly.

Note here the important emphasis
on that first generation of professional 
players. Everything that we know 
about rugby as a health hazard is that 
it was exacerbated the day the game 
went professional.

It was not just the change in 
circumstances that allowed players to 
become bigger and more powerful 
and thus victims of more dangerous 
tackles. That, in fact, was a smaller 
issue. Far greater was the fact that 
they could train every day and 
practise repeatedly those tackles 
which, unbeknown to them, might 
haunt them in later life.

Nevertheless, here, irrefutably, is 
the evidence that professional rugby 
is bad for your health. We’re not 
talking hip replacements any more. 

And yes, this is a threat to the 

1. World Rugby to accept playing 
professionally can lead to CTE and 
other neurodegenerative diseases
2. Contact training to be limited 
3. Limit to substitutes
4. Players’ unions to have greater 
independence
5. Zero-hours contracts to be 
abolished
6. Better testing in preseason
7. Better sideline testing
8. Concussion “spotters” to have 
authority to remove players with 
symptoms
9. Database of players’ injury history
10. Remove rugby’s reliance on 
groups with conservative positions 
on concussion 
11. Urgent research on front-row 
forwards
12. Greater education for players on 
concussion 
13. Full set of medical tests for a 
player for every three concussions
14. Remove reliance on MRI scan to 
prove brain trauma
15. Better care after retirement

Owen Slot

Chief Rugby 
Correspondent

Campaigners’ list of demands

players we represent love the game 
and don’t want to see it harmed,” 
Richard Boardman, the solicitor 
leading the action, said. “They want 
to make it safer so current and future 
generations don’t end up like them.”

So rugby has some very careful 
steps to take. We knew that the game 
wasn’t safe to play. Now we know the 
long-term effects of playing it. The 
game has to respond.

Yesterday will be a landmark day for
the professional game. It was the day 
when the players said: enough is 
enough, and here is your proof. Now it 
is all about change, about how smart 
and how fast the professional game 
can adapt — because the way things 
are now, it will struggle to survive.

future of the game. Certainly the 
future of the game as we know it.

There will be parents who hear 
Thompson’s words — “I don’t want 
my boy playing rugby” — and make 
the same decision for their children.

There is, of course, a vast difference
between the professional game and 
the one played by schools and 
communities. The risk levels are not 
comparable. Nevertheless, this is a PR 
crisis for the game. It also highlights 
the fact that although amateur and 
school players will not accumulate the 
same number of head-knocks, they 
still need their heads protected too. 
And thus parents will ask: am I 
placing my children in danger?

Is this legal action a financial threat
to the game? We know that the NFL 
reached settlement for a similar 
action in 2013 for $765 million (now 
about £570 million). The rugby 
authorities will be checking their 
insurance contracts because, without 
them, they could not pay that kind of 
money. It is likely to finish them off.

Yet the tone of Thompson et al and
their lawyers was not that they sought 
to bring the game to its knees. “We 
want to make it safer,” Thompson said.

“The vast majority of the former 

22
Research from 2014 

suggests professional 
rugby players are 22 times 

more likely than the 
average person to 
suffer early-onset

dementia

in bits but not my brain’ 
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Rugby now faces 
a fight to survive 

Q&A



Martin Hardy

Kylian Mbappé led Paris Saint-
Germain and Istanbul Basaksehir off
the field last night in protest against an
alleged racist insult by the fourth
official to the Turkish side’s assistant
coach, which resulted in the Champ-
ions League tie being suspended.

The French television station, RMC,
appeared to have caught Ovidiu
Hategan, the match referee, asking

Sebastian Coltescu who he should send
off in the 14th minute after an argument
on the touchline. The Romanian fourth
official replied, “Ala negru”, meaning
“the black guy”.

Pierre Webo, the Basaksehir assist-
ant coach, was then shown a red card by
Hategan. The former Cameroon striker
asked Coltescu: “Why did you say
negro, why did you say negro?”

Players from both sides, led by
Mbappé for PSG and Basaksehir’s

Demba Ba, who was a substitute,
expressed their disbelief and outrage
when informed and both sides agreed
to leave the field.

Ba can be seen angrily remonstrating
with Coltescu during the incident and
can be heard saying in English,
“Listen to me. You never say, ‘This white
guy.’ Why when you mention a black
guy, you have to say, ‘This black guy?’ ”

Presnel Kimpembe, the PSG and
France defender, is then picked up by
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B A C K F I R E S C A M P S
O L I A U A H
L A U N C H P A D L A T T E
S M T P O P C E
H A P P I E R W O R S H I P
Y O O N I B I
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A M U S E M E N T P A R K
B S P M H R S
O F F S I T E E N C H A N T
T O S N W H L Y
E X U L T T R I B A L I S M
U R L R I B I
R U S S E T P E R C E I V E

1 Always contributing to raid as 
  individuals (9)
6 Vote against party (5)
9 Return to the stage and do 

  double-take? (5)
10 VIP swaps penthouse finally for a
  ministerial residence (9)
11 Having work in cafe, give up spot in 
  play (7,3,5)
13 Couple study a length of part of 
  digestive system (8)
14 Some soldiers not exactly right to 
  return ammunition (6)
16 Matey greeting from timekeeper 
  we hear before answer (6)
18 Bribe given to a disreputable house 
  (8)
21 Having conducted surgery, pipes 
  up about working to finish all off ? 
  (4,2,9)
23 Be a fine scout, tricky to confuse (9)
25 Country has moved a range of 
  mountains (5)
26 Jet, for example, crossing Peru 
  regularly (5)
27 Breathy sound of dogs reaching 
  pole, having kept north (9)

1 Sucker with no science subjects
  upset (5)
2 Vodka, lots drunk, I see consumed

  here? (11)
3 Rung in later, shattered (7)
4 Deficient writing has edge over 

  good stuff (8)
5 Raised concern about a plant (6)
6 Poster of British lumberjack (7)
7 In hearing, assist a woman (3)
8 Bonus run in passage of play by 

  means of wide (9)
12 Mild exposure leads to debility 
  entering university: I’m grateful for 
  admission (11)
13 Abbey not quite so upright,
  receiving onset of lightning strike 

(4,5)
15 Firm sort of wave in middle of kiss
  (8)
17 Sharpen pen, being blunt perhaps
  (7)
19 After study put up companion in
  private Italian course (7)
20 Accepting pressure, substantially
  cut prominent article (6)
22 Wrong American gets a hole in the
  head (5)
24 Cope shortened to a considerable
  extent (3)

Newspapers 
support recycling
The recycled paper content of 
UK newspapers in 2019 was 63.2%
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Sport South Africa left frustrated 
by England’s hasty departure 
Page 66

Mike Atherton

Pitiful United 
down and out
Marcus Rashford slumps in despair 
as his side crashed out of the 
Champions League last night with 
a 3-2 defeat against RB Leipzig. 
Match report, pages 64-65

‘Racist’ official halts match
the RMC cameras saying: “What?
What? Is he serious? We are heading in.
That is it, we are heading in.”

Mbappé, 21, at one time the most
expensive player in the world, can then
be seen calling for his team-mates to
leave the pitch. 

Both sides then left the field of play,
with the score at 0-0 in the group H
qualifier. Manchester United’s 3-2
defeat by RB Leipzig means that
Continued on page 64
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Rugby faces 
huge bill for 
head injuries
Alex Lowe, Matt Lawton

The England forwards Steve Thomp-
son and Michael Lipman and the Wales
flanker Alix Popham are among a
group of eight former rugby players
preparing to launch legal action for
negligence against World Rugby, the
RFU and the WRU.

All the players are under the age of
45 and have been diagnosed with
early onset dementia and probable
chronic traumatic encephalopathy
(CTE), the degenerative disease found
in people who have suffered repetitive
brain trauma.

The players claim they were not
protected from the risks caused by
concussion. The lawyers pulling
together the group action think they
have evidence to suggest rugby “should
have been aware of the long-term risks
of dementia-type injuries being caused
by repetitive blows to the head”.

The RFU is believed to be insured
against such litigation, which would
protect the governing body from a
potential payout running into millions
should the players win the case.

Thompson, 42, has revealed that he
cannot remember winning the World
Cup with England in 2003, he often
forgets his wife’s name and regrets ever
playing professional rugby. Lipman, 40,
won ten caps for England and Popham
appeared 33 times in the Wales back
row and played at two World Cups. 

“I just wish I was told that these bangs
to the head could cause this damage,”
Popham told The Times. “I retired with
a shoulder and arm injury. I was known
for my physical play and my tackling. I
knew my body would be in bits by the
time I retired but I didn’t know it would
affect my brain the way it has. And that
is not right.”

The players involved in this test
case have also created a set of 15
“commandments” they want World
Rugby to implement “as a matter of
Continued on page 69

Paris Saint-Germain and Istanbul players walk off after allegations of offensive comment
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 Glam up — but not too much:  

 why the sequin skirt  

 is all you need 
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Inside the 
‘billionaire 
bunker’ that 
Jared and 
Ivanka could 
escape to
The couple may settle in Indian Creek, 
a Miami islet, says Damian Whitworth 

O
nce again experts
have predicted a
baby boom for 2021
and once again 
I purse my mouth
like a cat’s bum,
suck all the joy out
of the room and say:

“No there won’t be. There will be a 
baby drought.” You’re welcome. I’m 
always available for parties etc. Always. 

Health visitors in Scotland might 
say that they are expecting a surge 
in births as a result of “lockdown 
sex” (hahaha) and the Unite union’s 
Community Practitioners’ and Health 
Visitors’ Association might say that 
reports from its members indicate a 
new year baby boom in some cases 
because people tried having a puppy 
and decided, and I quote, “We have 
tried parenting with a dog. Let’s try 
it with a human,” but I say this. A 
baby bonanza was predicted at the 
end of March when the first lockdown 
began, and where is the tsunami of 
newborn sprogs nine months on, 
eh? You tell me that.

I don’t want to crow, but I said 
then and I’ll say now that when 
you have had weeks of Janet not 
changing her big bobbly bra or Alan 
forgetting to flush again (would it kill 
you, Alan? You’re not in the office 
bogs now), then libido is not the 
winner, my friends. 

Readers with long memories or not
much to do may recall that back then 
I predicted that GROMT syndrome 
(he/she is “Getting Right On My 
Tits”) would lead to apathy. I wager 
that, months later, far from people 
regaining the spark and ripping off 
each other’s fetid jogging bottoms, this 
has hardened into SOTSOY syndrome 
(“Sick Of The Sight Of You”) or 
OIDIM (“Oh, I’ll Do It Myself”). 

In the US the Brookings Institution
research group has indeed estimated a 
13 per cent drop in births next year. In 
China, analysts at Barclays predicted 
a fall of 11 per cent. They didn’t cite 
SOTSOY or OIDIM (strange; as I 
say, I’m always available for calls) and 
probably blathered on about economic 
uncertainty or something, but I agree 
with their prognosis. This is why this 
year’s headlines have not tended to 
read, “I wish my insatiable bastard 
husband would leave me alone,” 

Stop your 
sobbing, 
Matt
Poor old Matt 
Hancock. There he 
was getting all 
emotional on Good 
Morning Britain as he 
watched the first 
patients (one called 
William Shakespeare) 
get the coronavirus 
vaccine while saying, 
“It makes you proud to 
be British,” and all 
some people could do 
was mock and say he 
was acting. 

The golden rule of 
“pretending to cry” on 
TV, said one person on 
Twitter who got 
thousands of retweets, 
“is to produce at least 
one discernible tear.” 
So cynical. 

I must say Hancock 
looked to me as if he 
was “laugh-crying”, like 
I do when I fall 
painfully flat on my 
arse in front of a bus 
stop queue. But then 
this is the man who has 
had the stuffing kicked 
out of him daily by 
journalists. Maybe 
he is entering the 
“hysterical relief”
stage when he can’t 
quite believe after 
months of disasters 
that something has 
finally gone right. 

Or maybe it was an 
in-joke. Especially since 
he said: “It looks such 
a small thing . . . very 

straightforward and
over in seconds.” 
Far too much 

information, 
Health Secretary. 

Sex secrets
of The 
Archers

Jolene, shared a shower 
with pub landlord 
Sid Perks. 

The sound effects 
were created by the 
pair of them standing 
in baking trays with a 
plastic raincoat posing 
as the shower curtain 
and someone passing 
baby lotion through 
their hands to make 
squelching noises. No 

wonder radio porn 
never took off. 

That said, Hollywood
films aren’t much more 
erotic when it comes 
to mimicking the 
conjoining of human 
bodies. Three words: 
wet chamois leather. 
Oh, and melons. 

Apparently creaking
bed springs are evoked 
on radio by rapidly 

pumping a hole punch. 
But never mind that. 
What about when Jack 
“Jazzer” McCreary 
broke wind in The 
Archers, saying, “Better 
out than in”? Please tell 
me it was a deflating 
balloon and not 
“improv by necessity”. 
I believe those 
recording studios are 
tiny. And windowless.

The actress Buffy Davis 
has revealed a secret of 
the famous 2000 sex 
scene in The Archers in 
which her character, 

but instead, “Why has sex taken a back
seat in lockdown?” or “Why does the 
sound of him/her eating make me 
want to claw off my face?”

Within a few weeks of lockdown 1, 
surveys were showing married couples 
having less sex than ever, with many 
saying that familiarity bred celibacy 
and their private lives needed “spicing 
up”. An article in The Independent, 
incidentally, suggested doing this by 
wearing a blindfold but no pyjamas. 
So I can be found bollock naked by 
paramedics after tripping over the cat 
and falling with my legs apart down 
the stairs? I don’t think so, although 
I appreciate the thought.

Of course there is every chance 
that the vaccine will make hearts 
swell with zest and optimism, which 
will kick-start libidos like your dad’s 
old jump leads did his Austin Maxi. 
But given that those of childbearing 
age will be near the back of the queue 
for the jab and we are facing huge 
national debt and unemployment, 
I wouldn’t hold my breath for even 
a late-2021 baby boom. Especially 
when, according to anecdotal research, 
even when the mind is willing to 
relight the fire, the body often isn’t. 

Or, as an acquaintance’s husband 
put it, a little hurtfully: “Do you mind 
if I think about Gillian Anderson to 
get me started?”

Carol Midgley

Don’t expect a baby boom 
in 2021. Our libidos are as 
flat as old car batteries

D
onald Trump may
not be going quietly,
but some of his clan
are busy planning 
for life after the
White House.

Ivanka Trump and
her husband, Jared

Kushner, have reportedly agreed 
to pay about $30 million for a 
waterfront plot on a Florida island 
where they can watch the sun dip over 
Biscayne Bay and plot their futures. 

Indian Creek Island is a 0.4 square 
mile islet known as Miami’s 
“billionaire bunker”, where the 
owners of the 29 homes are some of 
America’s wealthiest people. Previous 
inhabitants include the music power 
couple Beyoncé and Jay-Z and the 
supermodel Elle Macpherson. 

The president’s daughter and her 
husband, whose destination after the 
end of President Trump’s term has 
been the source of much speculation, 
are buying a 1.84 acre plot which has 
200ft of waterfront but no house on 
it. This will enable them to create a 
family home for their three children 
to their own taste. The seller of the lot 
is Julio Iglesias, the world’s bestselling 
Latin singer and father of the pop 
star Enrique Iglesias. It was for sale 
for $31.8 million and the annual 
property taxes are $472,764.

The 34 plots, which all face the sea,
are wrapped around a golf course, 
which takes up most of the island. 

A home on the island comes with 
something that only a mountain of 
money or victory in a presidential 
election can buy: Secret Service levels 
of security.

Unless you arrive by boat, a short 
bridge manned by security guards is 
the only way in. The enclave has its 
own 13-strong police force and is 
patrolled 24 hours a day by guards 
in jeeps and boats, and on jet skis. 

Those waterborne patrols are 
probably the reason why, despite the 
houses all staring onto the ocean, we 

never saw long lens photographs of 
Beyoncé and Jay-Z partying at the 
seven-bedroom home they sold for 
$9.3 million in 2010. 

Macpherson lived there in a 
nine-bedroom spread with Jeffrey 
Soffer, the husband from whom she 
separated in 2017. Soffer, a billionaire 
property developer, had family close 
by; his sister had a home next door 
until she sold it to her brother. 

The Brazilian Victoria’s Secret 
model Adriana Lima remodelled a 
house on the island with her husband, 
the basketball player Marko Jaric, 
before they divorced in 2016.

Others who have bought homes 
shielded by palms and thickets of lush 
tropical foliage include the former 
Miami Dolphins coach Don Shula, the 
hedge funder Eddie Lampert, the 
former college basketball coach Rick 
Pitino, and Norman Braman, a car 
dealerships billionaire. 

The billionaire investor Carl Icahn 
spends most of his time at his home 
on Indian Creek Island, where, 
according to the Wall Street Journal, 
his staff serve him a “quarantini” 
cocktail in the evening after he 
plays tennis. 

Many of the older Spanish-style 
and Italianate homes have been torn 
down and replaced by mega-mansions. 
Last year a 10-bedroom, 14-bathroom 
mansion neighbouring Ivanka’s plot 
became the most expensive single-
family home yet sold in Miami-Dade 
county when it was bought from a 
Russian owner for $50 million. That’s 
the sort of meaty statistic that grabs 
the attention of real (estate) men like 
Trump and his son-in-law. 

The record-breaking house, which 
was sold to an unidentified buyer, 
could give the president’s daughter a 
few ideas. It includes a 3D cinema, a 
100ft swimming pool, a bar on the 
roof, a private dock with a boat lift, 
and a private beach for which, the 
Miami Herald reported, pink sand 
was imported from the Bahamas.



the times | Wednesday December 9 2020 1GT 3

times2

children in October and enrolled them 
in another Jewish elementary school.

In Washington they had paparazzi 
photographers almost permanently 
stationed outside their home. No 
danger of that in their new retreat 
in north Miami, but what will the 
welcome be like?

The parents at top Miami private 
schools, such as Coconut Grove 
elementary, where the children 
of Marc Anthony and Jennifer 
Lopez go, may be less sniffy than 
the civil servants and career 
diplomats in Washington. 

Entry into the prized membership 
of the Indian Creek Country Club 
should not be regarded as a foregone 
conclusion, however. The very friendly 
woman who answers the phone there, 
but who does not wish to be so 
indiscreet as to give her name, 
explains that the club is a completely 
separate entity from the residences. 
Would Ivanka and Jared be welcome? 
That would not be up to her to decide, 
she says. “They would have to go 
through the process like anybody else.” 

Many of the residents hop between
their homes across the United States 
or around the world. There is the 
hurricane season to be avoided, and 
the sweltering summer can be the time 
to decamp to Aspen or the Hamptons.

Katie Warren, a journalist for 
Business Insider, was given a tour 
last year, but was not allowed to take 
pictures of anything apart from the 
house she was visiting. 

“While I’d expected a degree of 
security on the private island, I didn’t 
expect it to be quite at that level, 

from the 13-person private police
force to the screening at

the guarded gatehouse
to the ban on setting

foot outside the car or
taking photos of the

homes,” she wrote. 
“The island is really small — the

driving tour took at most 20 minutes, 
and that was moving slowly with 
frequent stops. The most telling detail 
of my short time on the island is that I 
don’t remember seeing a single civilian 
on the street or in the yards, but I saw 
at least two members of the police 
force. So while the level of security is 
definitely, and understandably, a draw 
to wealthy residents, I found it to be a 
bit of a deserted island.”

South Beach, with its normally 
pulsating nightlife and fashion scene, 
is a short drive away. Yet Indian 
Creek Island still sounds like an 
unlikely full-time base for Ivanka 
Trump, who used to run a fashion 
business and was a social butterfly 
whose natural habitat used to be the 
Met Ball and soirées on Manhattan’s 
upper east side. So there may be other 
motivations involved here. 

Ivanka has been tipped as a next- 
generation Trump standard bearer 
if Dad decides not to run for the 
presidency again in 2024. She may 
have competition from her excitable 
brother, Donald Trump Jr, but it 
makes sense to establish residency 
in a key battleground state rather 
than in Democratic New York and 
New Jersey. 

The other residents of Indian Creek
Island could be a good source of 
campaign donations too, depending 
on how they rub along in the next few 
years. Their pockets are deep enough, 
but the point of Indian Creek Island 
seems to be to avoid the intrusions of 
other people. Ivanka and Jared’s new 
neighbours may be happier watching 
the sun set on Trump world. 

with a total of 800ft of water 
frontage, to provide homes for some 
of his nine children, including Enrique, 
but when they decided to live 
elsewhere he chose to sell. 

“My children are older and want to
live in different parts of the world, so 
I have decided to sell these incredible 
lots,” he told the Miami Herald in 2017. 

There has been curiosity about 
what the future holds for the 
president’s daughter and her husband 
because of perceived antipathy 
towards them in New York. They 
used to be registered Democrats and 
there had been hope among liberals 
that they would act as a moderating 
influence on Trump in office.

As they dug in to defend him 
through four years of turbulence, 
that hope, which had probably always 
been a fond one, was shown to be 
misplaced. There have been reports 
in New York that they would return 
to find Manhattan high society 
ambivalent at best, downright 
hostile at worst. 

In Washington, Ivanka and Jared 
rented a house in the leafy Kalorama 
neighbourhood, close to the Obamas 
and Jeff Bezos. According to The New 
York Times they struggled to fit in. 
There were tensions with parents 
at the school attended by their two 
older children. Some complained 
about the disruption they caused with 
their security detail, then about the 
potential threat to their children 
because masks were not worn at 
White House events where Covid-19 
spread. Ivanka and Jared withdrew the 

At Indian Creek, Ivanka
will be more than an 
hour’s drive from Daddy 
at his Mar-a-Lago home 
in Palm Beach — close 
enough to be convenient 
for visiting, but far 
enough away to 
enjoy some respite. 

Dad’s plans, if he is ever
evicted from the White 
House, are unclear. He is 
renovating Mar-a-Lago and is 
expected to spend a lot of time 
in Florida. Jared’s younger brother 
Joshua and his wife, the supermodel 
Karlie Kloss, bought a home in 
Miami this year. 

“The Kushners have been looking to
purchase property in Florida for quite 
some time and will also maintain their 
home in New York,” a source told the 
New York Post.

That New York home is in the 
Trump building in Park Avenue. 
Ivanka and Jared have also submitted 
plans hugely to increase the size of 
their “cottage” in the grounds of 
Trump National Golf Club, in 
Bedminster, New Jersey. They 
intend to construct a spa and yoga 
complex, move a heliport and add 
four courts for pickleball, a sport 
that is a mix of tennis, table tennis 
and badminton. They also want to 
expand the main bedroom, bathroom 
and dressing room, and add several 
other rooms. 

This prompted suggestions that 
they might make New Jersey their 
base, allowing them to move in and 
out of New York while avoiding the 
scrutiny of living in a city where many 
of their former friends appear to be 
lukewarm about welcoming them 
back on to the social scene.

The vendor in Florida knows 
something about kids needing their 
own space. Iglesias, who still keeps a 
home on the island, originally offered 
four lots for sale for a combined 
$150 million. He had bought the land, 

Jared Kushner and 
Ivanka Trump and, 
behind, Bal Harbour 
in Florida

A home on 
the island 
comes with 
Secret 
Service 
levels of 
security

ALAMY; TAYLOR HILL/GETTY IMAGES
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I’m a celebrity, get me a heat lamp!
A heat lamp? Aren’t they what they 
put chick eggs under to make them 
hatch in primary schools?

Yes. And carefully selected 
celebrities to compete for 
public votes on television.
Oh dear. Bit of a downgrade from 
the outdoor fire pit.

Everything about appearing on 
I’m a Celebrity . . . Get Me Out of 
Here! is a downgrade.
Even the location! I hear it wasn’t 
even in a jungle this year.

Quite right — with Oz out of 
bounds due to you-know-what, the 
series that just concluded was 
(supposedly) going to be the first 
cold one, filmed in Gwrych Castle 
in north Wales. Except it wasn’t.

Because we had an unseasonably 
warm November?

No, because of the aforementioned 
lamps. AJ Pritchard, the seventh 
camp mate to leave the show, has 
revealed that while celebs were 
subjected to the chill a little bit, 
there were heat lamps above their 
beds that switched on between 
2am and 5am. Apparently it was 
to stop lower temperatures 
from disrupting any precious 
beauty sleep. 

That’s a bit of a damp squib. Did they 
never do their D of E? And who is 
AJ Pritchard? 

He is a British choreographer, 
dancer and television personality.

Right. So, I ask again, who is 
AJ Pritchard?

He appeared on Britain’s Got 
Talent in 2013 and reached the 
semi-finals dancing with his 
partner. Then he got a gig as a 
professional on Strictly Come 
Dancing from 2016 to 2019.

Ooh, I know! That nice young fella.

Exactly. He quit the BBC show for 
I’m a Celeb this year because he 
wanted to show “more personality”, 
according to his mother. Oh, and 
he’s got a famous brother too. Well, 
sort of — Curtis was on Love Island.

Goodness. Their parents must be . . . 
very proud. 

Yes. Although I’m not sure ITV will 
be now that everyone knows its 
celebs weren’t suffering too much.
Hannah Rogers

The lowdown
Heat lamps 

AJ Pritchard? 

He is a British choreographer
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C
hristmas jumpers are
naff. They’re dad jokes
in-yarn-ate. They’re
rent-a-personality items
for the office bore, or
vehicles for workplace
misogyny disguised as

banter. They’re itchy, probably 
highly flammable, and might have 
a battery pack attached. 

I speak to you from atop a 
fence. On the one leg, I think 
this Friday’s Christmas Jumper 
Day is a brilliant thing, since 
every participant is asked to 
donate £2 to the Save the 
Children charity. But on the 
other leg — the reason I’m 
losing sensation in my 
bottom sitting astride this 
fence — it calls for everyone 
to then wear a “silly” jumper. 

I am not against this 
because I take fashion too 
seriously. Yes, I write about it 
for a living, but fashion is 
about, among many other 
things, joy — so “silly” is fine 
by me, if that’s what does it for 
you. But in this instance, “silly” 
means “novelty”. A visual gag, a 
flashing reindeer nose, a smutty 
Santa’s lap joke. Not something you 
will wear for longer than a few 
hours, and definitely not for 
the following 364 days. That 
means buying an item of 
clothing that, at best, you know 
you will wear only once a year 
and, at worst, one you intend to 
wear once then throw away. 

This annual dress-up day has
bred a demand for disposable 
jumpers that you won’t love 
wearing, and so are destined for 
landfill. Take Pretty Little Thing, 
a brand that made headlines last 
month when it reduced items by 
up to 99 per cent in its 
Black Friday sale, selling 
dresses for as little as 
8p, which just screams 
quality and longevity. 
It has 19 Christmas 
jumper offerings. Do 
you think you will 
cherish its “Mistle-ho” 
slogan knit (100 per cent polyester, 
£18)? Is it a versatile wardrobe 
staple? Can you dress it up or down? 
Will you be wearing it in ten years’ 
time, or even next week? 

No. But there are Christmas 
jumpers, and there are Christmas 
jumpers. Or rather, not-just-for-
Christmas jumpers. These are stylish, 
but not bah-humbuggy; festive and 
mood-boosting, but not Christmas-
specific. No battery-powered flashing 
lights, no vaguely sexual elf jokes. 
Instead: bright colours. Print. 
Embellishment. Chunky knits, frilly 
collars and all-year slogans. Jumpers 
that will make you feel jolly on any 
day of the year that you might wish to 
wear them, from Christmas Jumper 
Day (donate at savethechildren.co.uk) 
to New Year’s Day to a grey Monday 
in February, and that you’ll have in 
your wardrobe for years to come. 

Start with Fair Isle knits, named for
the Shetland island where the style of 
knitting originated — which means 

that British brands do them best (you 
could knit your own, but I’d still be 
purling come Christmas 2021). Brora 
and Troy London have collaborated 
on a Scottish-made lambswool knit in 
two wintery-but-not-Christmassy 
colour palettes: shades of grey and 
mustard, or cream, navy and burgundy 
(£195, brora.co.uk). Cabbages & Roses’ 
Laragon cardigan and Laurie jumper 
are both oatmeal wool knits with 
degrees of pattern — just a band 
around the shoulders on the cardi, all
over on the jumper (£199 each, 
cabbagesandroses.com). The Fair 
Isle design on Toast’s gorgeous 
alpaca-mix mock neck jumper is
supersized (£195, toa.st). Celtic &
Co’s statement Donegal jumper
mixes Fair Isle designs with
chunky knit to cosy effect
(£105, celticandco.com). Or for
something lighter-weight, 
try FatFace’s cotton-mix 
cream, navy and red jumper

(£46, fatface.com).
Now, down a less

traditional path. You’d
be hard pressed not to
find the joy in Hayley
Menzies’ knitwear: the
Carousel pink and red

cotton wrap cardigan
with tie belt, fringing, stars

and two prancing zebras (but
not reindeer, so it qualifies) would
brighten up any morning (£300,
hayleymenzies.com). Orwell and
Austen has cashmere-mix cardis
covered with leopard spots in pink
and red, and glittery lightning bolts
zipping down jumpers (from £185,
orwellausten.com). Chinti and 
Parker’s sky blue zebra-print 
cashmere-mix jumper will work well
in spring and even summer, since 
they don’t rule out knitwear in the 
UK (£295, chintiandparker.com). 

Blake LDN’s ecru Esme jumper is
hand-embroidered with flecks in 
different pastel shades (£250, pre-
order, blake-london.com). Metallic 
threads and even a dash of sequins 
(see Pure Collection’s rose gold 
sequined polka dots on pink wool-mix
knit, £99, purecollection.com) can 
look great year-round. Colour 
blocking makes for statement knitwear
— Wyse London’s merino-mix 
Melanie in camel and pink, or pink 
and red stripes, is particularly good 
(£175, wyselondon.co.uk), and Crew 
Clothing’s red and pink cotton-mix 
Luscombe (£65, crewclothing.co.uk) 
will lift dark winter wardrobes. Or do 
the same with print — try Gant’s 
abstracted floral cotton-mix sweatshirt 
(£165, gant.co.uk).

For those enamoured of Princess 
Diana’s knitwear in The Crown, look to 
Alex Gore Browne for modern takes 
on collared and embroidered jumpers 
(from £195, shop.alexgorebrowne.com). 

And for sloganed things, Bella
Freud is your woman: her

latest, “love is the dog”, will
sum up this year for many
(£345, bellafreud.com). A
knit for every inclination,
but not one that will make

you look like The Elf on the
Shelf. It’s a Christmas miracle.

Instagram: @charliegowans 
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From left:
£195, 

chintiandparker.com; 
£195, 

orwellausten.com; 
£225, essentiel-
antwerp.com

From left:
Samantha 

Cameron; the 
Duchess of 
Cambridge; 
Taylor Swift 

From left: £90, 
boden.co.uk;
£129, hush-

uk.com;
Kate Davidson 

Hudson 

Avoid naff novelty wear — get a not-just-for-Christmas sweater, says Charlie Gowans-Eglinton 

Now the festive jumper is cool 
NEIL HALL/PA; RAYMOND HALL/

GC IMAGES; CHRISTIAN VIERIG;
PHIL NOBLE/GETTY IMAGES
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Willoughby effect 
that brands often 
report after she 
wears their clothes on 
air) — reminded me of the 
mermaid skirt that Cher wears 
on the Mermaids poster. Since 
Willoughby had swapped the poodle 
perm and bathtub for a turquoise 
turtleneck, it worked for daytime TV. 
The second, a black sequinned 
knife-pleat skirt from Hobbs (£149, 
also sold out), was paired with a 
charcoal knit. 

So where to find your skirt? You 
might already have one, last worn on 
the cusp of the millennium. If not, 
then shop with such longevity in 
mind. This may not be an everyday 
item of clothing, but it’s one that 
will see you through party seasons 
— summer and winter — for 
years and always cheer you up. 
The most versatile options are 
knee-length or just below, but 
shapes vary, all the better to 
find one that suits you. 

For a hint of Jessica 
Rabbit, try pencil shapes 
such as Hush’s rose 
gold (£89, sustainable 

sequins made of recycled polyester, 
hush-uk.com), Marks & Spencer’s 
black or navy (reduced from £39.50 to 
£27.65, marksandspencer.com), and 
Mint Velvet’s graphic patterned black 
and khaki (£99, mintvelvet.com) all 
have that crucial split at the back. 

At the less fitted end of the scale 
(especially good for nodding off on the 
sofa after too many blanketed piggies) 
is Pure Collection’s flared hem 
iteration in black or antique gold 
(£140, purecollection.com).

For a midpoint between pin-up and
slouchiness, channel Mermaids-era 
Cher in a fishtail. Whistles’ Suki comes 
in catch-of-the-day green or rose gold 
(£139 and £69 respectively, reduced 
from £119, whistles.com) and the 
White Company’s chic grey reduces 
sequinned blinginess to a shimmer 
(£129, thewhitecompany.com). 

Subtlety might not be your objective,
in which case try Anthropologie’s 
beautifully fluid Maeve skirt, with tiers 
of silver sequinned fringing (£160, 
anthropologie.com) or ankle-length 
Leticia skirt, with ombre sequins 
fading from silver into pink (£140). 

If you’re not a skirt-wearer, Mint 
Velvet also has great black sequinned 
trousers, wide-legged or with 
elasticated ankles like sparkly jogging 
bottoms (£89 each). Pure Collection’s 
black sequinned culottes are half price
(£65 from £130, purecollection.com), 
and Retrofete’s gold sequinned wide-
leg trousers are also reduced (£195 
from £477, theoutnet.com). Or, of 
course, you could always layer your 
knit over a sequinned dress, should 
you already have one at home. 

And if you are looking for that joy 
of wearing something new, but don’t 
think you’ll get much bang for your 
sequinned buck, then consider renting 
your sparkle. The fashion rental site 
Hurr Collective has beautiful skirts 
from Needle & Thread, Olivia Rubin, 
Tibi and Rixo to borrow from £33, so 
you can go all out on the 25th, then 
revert to leisurewear on Boxing Day. 

Sequinned skirt, 
cosy sweater? It’s 
the glam combo 
To dress up — but not too much — go half and half 
sparkle and wool, says Charlie Gowans-Eglinton

l

I’ve been seized by the urge to dress
up again — only to have my attempts 
to do so frustrated by the need to top 
everything with an enormous coat 
for alfresco socialising. Yet while 
Christmas Day may be pared back and 
people-lite this year, it still justifies 
dressing up and, blissfully, no coat is 
required. Sometimes you need the 
push that a great outfit will give you, 
so if you’re lacking festive spirit, this 
might nudge you in the right direction. 

The addition of a jumper is 
important; knitwear isn’t nightclub-
wear, so it renders an evening skirt 
day-appropriate. Yet the jumper itself 
is less important. It can be of the 
uplifting, not-just-for-Christmas 
variety, a block colour cardi or that 
unexciting but comforting greige 
number that you’re drawn to on cold 
days. It can be as cosy and low-key as 
you’d like; the knit is secondary, a foil 
for the right bobby-dazzler of a skirt. 

See Holly Willoughby’s pair of party
skirts, worn to present This Morning 
on two consecutive days last week. 
The first — a below-the-knee blush-
pink pencil skirt covered with blue 
paillettes from Asos (£55, although 
sold out, no doubt thanks to the 

I
t’s Christmas morning, and as
you chase sleep away by eating
the head and shoulders of a 
gingerbread man, you open your
wardrobe. What do you want to
wear? There will be pictures
taken round the tree, so you
want something a bit special.

Sparkly, so it will stand up to the glitz 
of said tree and the cracker crown 
you’ll don later. Nothing that needs 
ironing; nothing too binding; nothing 
that will be ruined should a buttery 
parsnip fall into your lap. Something 
festive enough to counterbalance the 
duvet coat and boots you’ll add for 
your Christmas constitutional, should 
you wish to earn appreciative coos 
from all you cross paths with. 
Something comfortable that doesn’t 
look comfortable. 

I give you the sequin skirt/cosy 
jumper combination. A sequin skirt 
is a glam thing indeed, more often 
spotted propping up a bar into the wee 
hours than constructing Lego towers 
with the wee ones. Yet there have been 
so few occasions to dress up this year, 
and while the elasticated waistbands 
were a treat at first, you really can 
have too much of a good thing. 

£69, whistles.com Influencer Desiree Deravi Influencer Gitta Banko£27.65, marksandspencer.com 

TV host Tamara von Nayhauss 

£139, whistles.com
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 On my list 

Knee-high boots
These are a big-ticket 
purchase, so I’ve been 
waiting for the sales: By 
Far, Aeyde, Loeffler Randall 
and Paris Texas are brands 
I’ve bookmarked that are 
marked down. 

A statement coat
Who knew we’d rely so heavily 
on our coats this year? I’m 
looking for one that’s chic 
enough for outdoor socialising, 
but also warm enough for, well, 
outdoor socialising. Stand’s 

belted faux-fur, leopard 
print from Ganni or
the Kooples, or

anything from the 
Barbour by Alexa Chung 
collection appeals.

A Seventies bag
Grown-up shoulder bags 
are a trend with sticking 
power and I’m looking 
for a Seventies neutral 
shade of chestnut or 
burgundy. Rodo’s brick-red
shoulder bag, marked down 
at Matches, is my pick. 

Upgrade your uniform
The sales will bring within reach 
brands that are usually out of budget, 
so use them as a way to buy great 
quality versions of the items you wear 
day in, day out. If you wear a navy 
jumper five days out of seven, then 
narrow your search to navy jumpers 
— you know you’ll actually wear what 
you buy. Shop for your real life, not a 
fantasy one; being able to afford a 
ballgown won’t fill your diary with the 
evenings to match.

Buy basics
I don’t buy knickers according to 
what was shown on the catwalks, 
yet you can find underwear, 
swimwear and other basics such 
as trainers and T-shirts marked 
down in the end-of-year sales. 

Plan ahead
This year might have 
taught us not to do 
that, but there will be 
weddings to go to and 
holidays to pack for in 
2021, so don’t be afraid 
to shop out of season. 
You won’t find a 
discounted pair of 
sandals in April, but 
you can find lots now. 

How to get the most out of those 
early sales By Charlie Gowans-Eglinton

I
f anyone was in any doubt that 
2020 will be a record year for 
retailers — record bad, not record
good — then confirmation comes
with the news that many have 

already started their end-of-year sales. 
Usually, if you want a bargain, you 
have to hold your nerve. 

I’ve previously bought family 
members’ gifts on Christmas Eve, 
when staff pull out their red pens to be 
ready for the Boxing Day launch, but 
no nerve is required this year. 

Harrods has started its Boxing Day
sale early for the first time. Joining it 
are Net-a-Porter, Matches, Liberty, 
Selfridges and Fenwick. 

So how does a fashion editor shop 
the sale? I have some moves. Unless 
you want to develop RSI from all that 
scrolling and end up with a pile of 
things to return, here they are. 

Stick to a list
Don’t be lured by a whacking great 
discount. If you haven’t been ogling 
something for weeks or bemoaning 
the lack of a great whosit or whatsit in 
your wardrobe, then don’t buy it. Make 
a list of what you a) really love and 
b) really need, and stick to it. Never 
buy anything that you didn’t want at 
full price — you won’t wear it, and a 
bargainous dud is still a dud. 

A special-occasion dress
I’m looking forward to the postponed 
celebrations — weddings, birthdays — 
being rescheduled for summer 2021. 
Only a very special dress will do and 
I know just the one. I’ve been trying to 
justify the expense of a dress from the 
Vampire’s Wife for years, and with the 
gold Falconetti style, half-price at 
Harrods, this might be my moment. 

Left: La Double J 
handbag, £303 
down from £505 
(matchesfashion.com). 
Above: Aeyde boots, 
£324 down from £540 
(net-a-porter.com)

Left: Rixo dress, £241.50 
down from £345 
(net-a-porter.com). 
Right: Stand Studio 
coat, £148.99 down from 
£299 (harrods.com)
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down from £280, 
uk.claudiepierlot.com
16 Rhinestone 
beanie hat £60, 
essentiel-antwerp.com
17 Leopard-print 
minidress £135, 
kitristudio.com
18 Gold-plated earrings 
£160, theodorawarre.eu
19 Mixed pendant 
earrings £29.99, 
mango.com
20 Velvet slippers £44 
down from £55, 
dunelondon.co.uk

facemasks £40 for five, 
libertylondon.com
9 Shoes £69 down from 
£139, kurtgeiger.com
10 Mock-crocodile 
handbag £91, 
essentiel-antwerp.com
11 Hair clips £20, 
yoox.com
12 Mohair sweater £160, 
wyselondon.co.uk
13 Alpaca blend socks 
£19, kitristudio.com
14 Alphabet scarf £90, 
hades-shop.co.uk
15 Crossbody bag £196 

20

1 Silk eye mask £38, 
jessicarussellflint.co.uk
2 Candle £70, 
ormondejayne.com
3 Steamery travel 
steamer £110, 
selfridges.com
4 Faux fur jacket £160, 
boden.co.uk
5 Veja trainers €130, 
veja-store.com
6 Leather card holder 
£195, jimmychoo.com
7 Zip-around wallet £75, 
uk.coach.com
8 Liberty print 
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Gifts for fashion lovers
Faux fur and neon: 
what the Times 
fashion team want 
in their stockings, 
for under £200
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Tomorrow
The ultimate 
foodie gifts

For more gift 
inspiration go to
thetimes.co.uk/life-style
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Brian Blessed tells 
Dominic Maxwell 
how, aged 84, he’s 
got heaps of work

B
rian Blessed is on the
line from his shed in
Surrey to talk about
appearing in a new
theatrical production 
of A Christmas Carol.
Well, that was the plan.
Yet before we touch

briefly on Charles Dickens, this 
84-year-old actor, adventurer and 
author is firing out conversational 
tangents with weapons-grade welly. 
He is exactly like you expect him to 
be, except more so. 

He wham-bams from Shakespeare 
quotes to showbiz anecdotes, and 
zooms from one topic to another with 
a bonhomie that takes lung power and 
determination to butt in on. Before 
you know it he is touching on space 
travel (he’s all for it) and meeting 
Agatha Christie (she told him to call 
her Clarissa) and providing voiceovers 
for computer games such as Evil 
Genius 2 (“F*** me, I don’t understand 
them, but I manage to pull them off”). 

Soon he’s telling me about the time
he imitated Luciano Pavarotti on Stars 
in Their Eyes, then belts out a couple 
of bars of opera with eye-watering 
strength of voice. He met the real 
Pavarotti and learnt the maestro’s 
top tips: sing only vowels, don’t sing 
consonants, “it closes the throat”. 

Five years ago he had a pacemaker
fitted after having heart problems 
while playing King Lear for Guildford 
Shakespeare Theatre, which is 
co-producing his Christmas Carol 
with the Jermyn Street Theatre. Has 
that slowed him down? “No!” he 
booms. “I had the latest one! And 
I like science. I like doctors.”

His lungs, he says, are twice the 
normal size. He was delighted to 
prove that he could roar louder than 
a Boeing 747 in a televised test for 
Watchdog on BBC One. “I’ve always 
had this voice,” he says. “Even a lot of 
actors do not speak properly and they 
use their throat a great deal. Whereas 
when I do a long session it will be my 

diaphragm and stomach and hips that 
ache at the end of it, not my throat.”

Phew! Let’s pause a moment, which
is something we can only do because 
Blessed isn’t around to bung another 
anecdote or achievement into the mix. 
Is he for real? You may have thought, 
if you had, say, seen him hosting Have 
I Got News For You, cheerfully firing 
out his catchphrase “Gordon’s alive!”, 
that Blessed risks becoming a parody 
of himself. Crucially, though, he 
does it all with sincerity as well as 
showmanship. He is happy to embrace 
“Gordon’s alive!” as his catchphrase. 
It’s a life-affirming act, a celebration 
of the fun of playing Prince Vultan in 
the 1980 film Flash Gordon. And, yes, 
a canny act of brand reinforcement.

In the Sixties he met Muhammad 
Ali, who told him how much going 
around saying “I’m the greatest” 
boosted his boxing career. “He said, 
‘You’ve got to have a gimmick.’ You 
meet actors, they have done all kinds 
of things for ever, but they haven’t got 
a label. And I thank God that I’ve got 
a label, and that label is GORDON’S 
ALIVE! Everyone wants me to say it. 
So I’m thrilled to bits to do it.”

There is a quieter side to him, he 
insists. “I love silence, I love peace, I 
love sitting in my little wooden cabin.” 
Yet he is not, he adds, one of those 
shy performers hiding behind a 
smokescreen of eccentricity. “I don’t 
think I’m shy, no. But I do enjoy 
life . . .” And then, somehow, he’s off 
talking about the 800 hours of space 
preparation at Star City in Russia that 
made him a fully trained cosmonaut.

Had coronavirus not intervened, 
he would have spent this Christmas 
directing Busman’s Honeymoon, a 
murder-mystery play for the Mill 
at Sonning theatre in Berkshire. All 
being well, it will happen in May. And 
all will indeed be well, or it will have 
him to answer to. Nothing brings him 
low, and nobody intimidates him. 
Have they ever? “No! I was the best 
fighter in the school, I was Yorkshire 
schoolboy boxing champion, I am a 
black belt in judo, no negative human 
being has a bloody chance against me.”

He even sees one or two positives 
to lockdown, for all its privations: less 
pollution, better communication. “I 
was a boy in Goldthorpe in Yorkshire, 
the son of a coalminer. There I was in 
the war running in the street with V2 

Brian Blessed and, 
below, in the film 
Flash Gordon in 1980

rockets going over, six or seven years 
of age, and there was a great spirit 
among the people, caring for each 
other. And that spirit has come back. 

“I see a new light, a new beginning.
And I think we are going to learn from 
it.” Then, suddenly, he goes interstellar. 
“WE DO NOT JUST BELONG 
HERE. We have got to go out into 
space and let the Earth rest. We 
cannot just live here. We must go to 
Mars, and beyond. And new forms 
of getting there. The rocket is very 
crude — there are now many ways 
of travelling in space that are far 
superior to the rocket.” He still hopes 
to go out into space. “I want to go. I 
instinctively feel that I will live to 
about 120, 130. I’m the oldest man to 
reach the North Pole, for God’s sake 
— they said I couldn’t do it. I 
climbed the highest mountain in 
South America, 20,000ft.”

For the past few decades Blessed 
has combined acting with adventuring: 
exploring, space training, climbing. 
He made three attempts on Mount 
Everest without supplemental oxygen. 
During his journey to the North Pole, 
he says, he defended himself from a 
polar bear that had burst into his tent 
one night by punching it in the face. 
“That scared the shit out of it.” 

During the pandemic he has been 
recording voiceovers from his shed or 
a studio near by. “I don’t want to 
depress people, but I’ve been lucky. 
Thanks to this voice, I do a hell of a 
lot.” His daughter Rosalind lives a few 
miles away and directed him in his 
pre-recorded scenes as the Ghost of 
Christmas Present for A Christmas 

Carol, which also features Penelope 
Keith as the Ghost of Christmas Past.

Kenneth Branagh is his best friend 
in showbusiness, he says, but he also 
keeps in touch with Patrick Stewart, 
whom he met on a drama course 
when he was 12 and Stewart was 9. 
Stewart used to come round to his 
house to practise Shakespeare. Later 
they would go on weekend drama 
courses together. “He was always shy,” 
Blessed says. “After hours I would be 
running around the dormitories of the 
girls creating havoc and Patrick would 
be in the corner saying, ‘No, Brian, we 
mustn’t do this . . .’ Great actor. Great 

guy.” They are planning to do a two-
man show together, Blessed says; it
would have happened already if it
hadn’t been for coronavirus. “I’ll be
outrageous, doing Pavarotti and all
kinds of things, but we will balance

it together. He’d better look after 
himself on stage with me.”

So age cannot wither Brian Blessed,
a man determined to be the first 
octogenarian in space. Or if not, the 
first nonagenarian in space. “I don’t 
think I have ever felt more powerful 
than I am now. I am sick of this 
f***ing ‘pact with old age’ bollocks. I 
am now fitter than I was when I was 
20. I go to the gym two hours a day. I 
go for walks. People make a pact with 
old age at bloody 50.”

Then, with the sort of “Gordon’s 
alive!” roar that has kept him upbeat 
and employed for almost 70 years, he 
adds: “There is nothing in this world 
you can’t achieve once you put your 
mind to it . . . AND DON’T LET THE 
BASTARDS GRIND YOU DOWN!”

No negative 
human being
has a chance 
against me
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A Christmas Carol is 
livestreaming from 
December 17 to 27, 
guildford-shakespeare-
company.co.uk

In the Sixties he met Muhammad 
Ali, who told him how much going 
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Keith as the Ghost of Christmas Past.
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‘I feel, instinctively, that
I’ll live to be about 120’
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Above, from left: 
Lauren Sanchez and 
Jeff Bezos; Evan Spiegel 
and Miranda Kerr. 
Left: Tony Hsieh. 
Below: Elon Musk

so the old mouse receives the young 
mouse’s blood. It reverses the ageing 
process. Great news!

“I cannot imagine anyone going in 
for parabiosis,” Faragher says. “You’d 
have to find a tissue donor and it’d 
have to be someone you’re very 
friendly with.”

Peter Thiel, a co-founder of PayPal,
has expressed an interest in a less 
intrusive version of parabiosis — 
receiving injections of young blood 
— for which he was criticised. “The 
vampire accusations were the 
craziest,” he told The New York Times.

Senolytics
Another “nice in principle, more 
complicated in practice” solution is the 
field of senolytics, drugs that eliminate 
senescent cells in the body. “When 
your cells get older, they continually 
divide, then they stop dividing and 
become senescent,” Selman says. 
“These senescent cells can release 
various chemicals that induce 
damage to other cells.” Senolytic 
treatments target the senescent cells,
stopping them causing mischief.
Jeff Bezos, the founder of 

Amazon, and Thiel have invested 
in the biotech startup Unity 
Biotechnology, which researches 
senescent cells and osteoarthritis in 
humans. “I’m 100 per cent positive 
that senolytics will find an application 
in age-related conditions,” Faragher 
says. “I’m far less sanguine about 
the ‘Good morning, dear, don’t forget 
to take your immortality pill’ side of 
the discussion.”

W
hat would
you do to
live for ever
— or at
least to
improve
your health
and extend

your life? While most of us are 
emptying chocolate boxes and 
snaffling Christmas puddings, some 
are expending time and effort into 
strange attempts to extend healthy 
life. Many are based in Silicon Valley, 
the home of tech giants and of Calico, 
a Google-backed company that has 
spent the past seven years researching 
the biology of ageing.

One Silicon Valley stalwart, 
Tony Hsieh, the founder of Zappos, an 
online shoe business that he sold to 
Amazon for $1.2 billion, died in a fire 
last month, reportedly after spending 
the night in a shed with a heater that 
would deliberately lower the oxygen 
level. Until his demise, he was trying 
a range of odd ways to stay healthy, 
including depriving himself of oxygen. 

He was not alone in Silicon Valley. 
“These people are incredibly smart 
and driven and interested in so many 
different things,” says Colin Selman, 
a professor of biogerontology at the 
University of Glasgow. “The quest to 
understand ageing is one of the great 
scientific mysteries.”

But what methods are the tech elite
using — and do they work?

Hypoxia
Hsieh, who died aged 46, is 
reported to have spent his 
final months in confined 
spaces with heaters that 
would deliberately lower 
the oxygen level — 
something designed to 
trigger hypoxia (low blood 
oxygen), which some believe 
can extend your life by altering 
how genes operate.

The theory is based on Tibetans 
living in mountain air, which is thinner 
and starved of oxygen. A 2016 paper 
by researchers at the Chinese 
Academy of Science suggested that 
less oxygen may have accounted for a 
higher proportion of men in Tibet aged 
100 or older than in the rest of China.

Yet the same researchers noticed 
that Tibetans had rates of hypertensive 
heart disease more than twice the level 
of the next-worst Chinese province — 
and death rates for cerebrovascular 
diseases, affecting blood flow to the 
brain, and other circulatory issues were 

higher than anywhere else in China. 
The biological principle is called 
hormesis, Selman says. “You can 
induce low-level stress over a long 
period of time and it doesn’t damage 
or kill the individual, but increases 
protective reactions.” But going into 
your garden shed with a space heater 
isn’t recommended.

Caloric restriction
Caloric restriction is the technical 
name for fasting — something we’ve 
known has biological benefits since 

the 1920s, when it was tested
on rats, which had a longer

lifespan as a result. 
Since then tests have
been successfully
conducted on other
animals, including
non-human primates.
It’s enough to

convince Jack Dorsey,
the Twitter founder, 

who reportedly eats only
one meal a day.

“The issue with caloric restriction 
is you need to have 30 or 40 per cent 
less food than you’d normally eat, and 
do it over a period of decades. For 
most people it’s not going to be 
achievable,” Selman says.

Parabiosis
Laboratory mice go through a lot, 
but spare a thought for those being 
tested to prove that parabiosis works. 
The principle is simple, and has been 
proved to work in what science calls 
“model organisms”: you take an old 
mouse and graft a living, young mouse 
on to it, connecting the blood vessels 

The strange health experiments 
of Silicon Valley’s wealthy elite 
As a tech titan dies 
amid reports that 
he tried to live on 
low oxygen, Chris 
Stokel-Walker 
looks at other fads 

Whole body replacement
Elon Musk often has enormous
success, not least in his SpaceX
rocket launches into outer
space. Yet a company he 
founded in 2016 is trying 
something even harder than
space flight. Neuralink wants to
develop implantable interfaces
connecting human brains to
computers. Musk’s goal? “If your
biological self dies, you can 
upload into a new unit,” he 
said. “Literally.”

Extending telomeres
There was excitement last month
when Israeli scientists claimed to
have extended the length of 
telomeres — the caps at the end
of our chromosomes that protect
our DNA. Telomeres shorten as
we age, and when they become
too short, cells become damaged.
The academics extended 
telomeres by feeding elderly 
test subjects pure oxygen in a 
hyperbaric chamber. Problem 
solved, you may think. “But the
study is relatively small, and 
there isn’t much in the way of 
a mechanism,” Faragher says.

The science of telomeres is 
often disputed. A hot buy in Silicon
Valley in the late 2010s was a $99
telomere length test developed by 
a firm called Telomere Diagnostics
that was later discredited by its 
employees. “The test is garbage,”

one unnamed worker told reporters in 
2018. “I didn’t believe in the science.” 
(The company published a peer-
reviewed study in 2017 that said its 
techniques were scientifically valid.)

Dopamine fasting
The Silicon Valley trend of dopamine 
fasting, where you stop eating and 
drinking and switch off external 
stimuli, aims to reset your body and 
mind from the constant flushes of 
dopamine we receive from the 
information on our smart devices.

Created by Cameron Sepah, a 
Californian psychiatrist, the theory 
is that we’ve forgotten how to enjoy 
things. Academics say it’s no bad thing 
to turn off your phone, but it doesn’t 
have the ability to reset your body.

Avoiding electromagnetic fields
Miranda Kerr, the supermodel who
is married to the Snapchat founder 
Evan Spiegel, told journalists in 2019 
that she had placed stickers on her 
phone in an attempt to ward off 
electromagnetic fields (EMF). She also 
said that she possesses a Geiger 
counter-esque machine that 
purportedly picks up signals of the 
radiation, which is emitted at low 
levels from phones and wifi routers.

There’s no evidence that EMF 
is damaging, nor that attaching a 
sticker to your phone would help 
to stop it, even if it were dangerous. 
“You want to support your partner 
and everything they believe,” Spiegel 
told a journalist. But, he said, he didn’t 
let his wife add a sticker to his phone.
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New to 
Times2

Codeword
Every letter in the crossword-style grid, right, has been 
substituted for a number from 1 to 26. Each letter of the alphabet 
appears in the grid at least once. Use the letters already provided 
to work out the identity of further letters. Enter letters in the 
main grid and the smaller reference grid until all 26 letters of the 
alphabet have been accounted for. Proper nouns are excluded.

Every day, Monday to Thursday, a page of extra 
puzzles to give your brain an extended workout

Samurai difficult 
Fill each grid so that every column, every row and every 3x3 box 
contains the digits 1 to 9. Where the puzzles overlap, the rows and 
columns do not go beyond their usual length.

Sudoku easy

Fill the grid so that every column, every row and 
every 3x3 box contains the digits 1 to 9. Each set of 
cells joined by dotted lines must add up to the target 
number in its top-left corner. Within each set of cells 
joined by dotted lines, a digit cannot be repeated.

Killer gentle

Train Tracks
Lay tracks to enable the train to travel 
from village A to village B. The numbers 
indicate how many sections of rail go in 
each row and column. There are only 
straight rails and curved rails. The track 
cannot cross itself.

Futoshiki
Fill the blank squares so that every row and 
column contains each of the numbers 1 to 5 
once only. The symbols between the squares 
indicate whether a number is larger (>) or 
smaller (<) than the number next to it.

SUDOKU

FUTOSHIKI CODEWORD

KILLER

Suko

Place the numbers 1 to 9 in 
the spaces so that the 
number in each circle is 
equal to the sum of the four 
surrounding spaces, and 
each colour total is correct

A A A C D D E E

E E F G I I L L

M M N N O O O O

P P S T T T T Z

1 One waited for leave period (5)

2 Charm of graduate, Caledonian 

(6)

3 After retiring, some help me to 

church? (6)

4 Drug from work I took (6)

5 Grape is unknown: one Fenland

variety (9)

- - - - -

- - - - - -

- - - - - -

- - - - - -

- - - - - - - - - 

Quintagram®

Solve all five cryptic clues using 
each letter underneath once only

Solutions in 
tomorrow’s Times2

Yesterday’s 
solutions

SAMURAI

TRAIN TRACKS

SUKO

QUINTAGRAM
1 Twin
2 Phone
3 Liquid
4 Offside
5 Transactor

Your weekday brain boost
More 

puzzles
Pages 14-16
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Times Radio
Digital Only
5.00am Calum Macdonald with Early 
Breakfast 6.00 Aasmah Mir and Stig Abell 
with Times Radio Breakfast. Interviews with 
news-makers and more 10.00 Matt Chorley.
Political interviews and conversation 
1.00pm Mariella Frostrup. A fresh look at 
the issues shaping our world 4.00 John 
Pienaar at Drive. A full round-up of today’s 
developments 7.00 Phil Williams. Winding 
down the day 10.00 Carole Walker. The main 
stories of the day 1.00am Stories of Our 
Times. The Times’s daily podcast 1.30 Red
Box 2.00 Highlights from Times Radio 

Radio 2
FM: 88-90.2 MHz
5.00am Vanessa Feltz 6.30 The Zoe Ball 
Breakfast Show 9.30 Ken Bruce 12.00 
Jeremy Vine 2.00pm Steve Wright 5.00 
Sara Cox 6.30 Sara Cox’s Half Wower 7.00 
Anita Rani. Sitting in for Jo Whiley 9.00 The 
Folk Show with Mark Radcliffe. Traditional 
and contemporary folk and acoustic music 
10.00 Trevor Nelson’s Rhythm Nation 
12.00 OJ Borg 3.00am Sounds
of the 90s with Fearne Cotton (r) 

Radio 3
FM: 90.2-92.4 MHz
6.30am Breakfast
Petroc Trelawny presents 
9.00 Essential Classics
Music and features with Suzy Klein 
12.00 Composer of the Week: 
George Benjamin
Donald Macleod talks to the British composer 
George Benjamin to mark his 60th birthday, 
providing listeners with insights into his 
music. George Benjamin (Piano Figures;s At 
First Light; t Written on Skin — VIII The 
Protector of Agnès; and s Upon Silence)e
1.00pm Live Radio 3 Lunchtime Concert 
Natalya Romaniw and Julius Drake perform 
from St David’s Hall in Cardiff. Janácek 
(Moravian Folksongs — s Laska; a Stalost;t
Rozmaryn; andn Muzikanti); Dvorák (ii Písne 
Milostne, Love Songs, Op 83 — s O nasi lasce;e
V tak najem srdce mrtvo jest;t Kol domu se 
ted potacím; m Zde v lese u potoka; a V te sladke 
moci oci tvych; andh O duse draha jedinka);a
Grieg (Four songs from Op 48 — s Grdd;d
Dereinst Gedanke mein;n Zur rosenzeit; and t
Ein Traum); Strauss (m Morgen, Op 27 no 4; n
Allerseelen, Op 10 no 8; n Ruhe meine seele.
Op 27 no 1; and Cacilie, Op 27 no 2);  e
and Meirion Williams (Gwynfyd)dd

2.00 Live Afternoon Concert
Georgia Mann introduces another programme 
celebrating the BBC Orchestras. Today, the 
BBC Philharmonic, under the conductor 
Martyn Brabbins, play music by Dvorák, from
MediaCityUK, Salford. Presented by Tom 
McKinney. Dvorák (Legends Nos 4, 9 and 7; s
Czech Suite; and e Legends Nos 6, 8 and 10) s
3.30 Choral Evensong
Live from Durham Cathedral, as part of Radio 
3’s Light in the Darkness season illuminating
winter. Introit: Hail gladdening light (Wood). 
Responses: Matthew Martin. Psalms 47, 48, 
49 (Marsh, Armstrong, Shephard, 
Walmisley). First Lesson: Amos 9 vv.11-15.
Canticles: Gloucester Service (Howells). 
Second Lesson: Romans 13 vv.8-14. Anthem:
Kindle a light to lighten the darkness (Lloyd). 
Voluntary: Toccata — Prelude on “Wachet
auf” (Francis Jackson). Daniel Cook 
(Master of the Choristers and Organist), 
Joseph Beech (Sub-Organist) 
4.30 New Generation Artists 
Schubert from the soprano Katharina Konradi
and the Aris Quartet. Schubert (String 
Quartet no 1, D.18; Suleika I D.720 — Was 
bedeutet die Bewegung?; and? Suleika II
D.717 — Ach um deine feuchten Schwingen)n
5.00 In Tune 
Sean Rafferty is joined for live music in the 
studio by the violinist Alina Ibragimova 
7.00 In Tune Mixtape 
An eclectic non-stop mix of music,  
featuring old favourites together with  
lesser-known gems, and a few surprises 
thrown in for good measure 
7.30 Radio 3 in Concert 
Martin Handley introduces a recital recorded 
earlier this year at London’s Wigmore Hall by 
the pianist Sir Andras Schiff, who plays 
Janácek and Schumann. Janácek (On an 
Overgrown Path; and Sonata 1.X.1905); and h
Schumann (Davidsbundlertanze, Op 6;  e
and Fantasie in C, Op 17) 
10.00 Free Thinking 
Lisa Mullen with new research on  
the Magic Circle, what conjuring tricks  
can teach surgeons, and the recipe for  
a successful Pantomime 
10.45 The Essay: Secret Admirers 
The Radio 3 presenter Ian Skelly  
celebrates the composer who helped him see 
humanity as integrated with nature, 
Frenchman Jean Mouton
11.00 Night Tracks 
An adventurous, immersive soundtrack for 
late-night listening, from classical to 
contemporary and everything in between 
12.30am Through the Night  
Bach, Scarlatti, Enescu and Rachmaninov

Radio 4
FM: 92.4-94.6 MHz LW: 198kHz MW: 720 kHz
5.30am News Briefing
5.43 Prayer for the Day
5.45 Farming Today
5.58 Tweet of the Day (r) 
6.00 Today
With Martha Kearney and Justin Webb 
8.30 (LW) Yesterday in Parliament
9.00 The Reith Lectures 2020 
Assessing what lessons have been learnt
from the 2008 financial crash (2/4)
9.45 (LW) Daily Service
9.45 Book of the Week:  
How to Make the World Add Up
By Tim Harford (3/5) 
10.00 Woman’s Hour 
Magazine show offering a female  
perspective on the world. Including at  
10.45 Drama: Part three of the latest  
series of The Pursuits of Darleen Fyles
11.00 Apocalypse How
Existential threats to humanity (3/3) (r) 
11.30 ReincarNathan 
Nathan Blakely is reincarnated as a mayfly. 
Starring Daniel Rigby (4/4) (r) 
12.01pm (LW) Shipping Forecast
12.04 The Midnight Library 
By Matt Haig (3/10) 
12.18 You and Yours
1.00 The World at One
1.45 A History of the  
World in 100 Objects 
The link between a large stone belt  
and a game with a rubber ball (r) 
2.00 The Archers (r) 
2.15 Drama: Where This  
Service Will Connect 
Third instalment of Katherine  
Jakeways’ romantic comedy (r) 
3.00 Money Box Live 
Financial questions 
3.30 All in the Mind 
Claudia Hammond explores the limits and 
potential of the human mind (6/8) (r) 
4.00 Thinking Allowed
Thought-provoking issues
4.30 The Media Show
5.00 PM
5.54 (LW) Shipping Forecast
6.00 Six O’Clock News
6.30 Sandi Toksvig’s Hygge 
Sandi Toksvig explores the Danish concept 
of hygge and the Danish way of life (2/4) 
7.00 The Archers 
Alice’s behaviour causes suspicion 
7.15 Front Row
7.45 The Pursuits of Darleen Fyles 
By Esther Wilson (3/5) (r) 

d d h h8.00 Grounded with Louis Theroux 
Louis is joined in conversation by  
Michaela Coel. See Radio Choice
8.45 Full Circle
Five interconnected couples paint a picture of 
relationships in the 21st century (1/5) (r)
9.00 The Senses 
The neurologist Guy Leschziner explores the 
strange world of human senses. Here, he 
examines our sense of touch (1/5) 
9.30 The Media Show  
The latest news from the  
fast-changing media world (r) 
10.00 The World Tonight 
Presented by Razia Iqbal
10.45 Book at Bedtime:  
The Midnight Library (3/10) (r) 
11.00 Felicity Ward: Appisodes 
Felicity purchases pregnancy 
app “Do it with Daisy” (1/4) 
11.15 Matt Berry Interviews 
Spoof interview with Kenneth Williams, 
recorded in Warwick Cathedral in 1979 as the 
actor prepared to play a concert (4/4) (r) 
11.30 Today in Parliament
12.00 News and Weather
12.30am Book of the Week: How to 
Make the World Add Up (3/5) (r) 
12.48 Shipping Forecast
1.00 As BBC World Service

Radio 4 Extra
Digital only
8.00am Hancock’s Half Hour 8.30 After 
Henry 9.00 All the Way from Memphis 9.30 
Life in London 10.00 Women in Love 11.00 
Dip My Brain In Joy 12.00 Hancock’s Half 
Hour 12.30pm After Henry 1.00 Bitter 
Medicine 1.30 Hercule Poirot: Murder on the 
Orient Express 2.00 High Hopes 2.15 I 
Confess 2.30 This Are 2-Tone 3.00 Women 
in Love 4.00 All the Way from Memphis 
4.30 Life in London 5.00 Start/Stop 5.30 
Sandi Toksvig’s Hygge 6.00 The Devil in 
Amber 6.30 Short Cuts 7.00 Hancock’s Half 
Hour. A Cheam institution is threatened 7.30 
After Henry. Comedy with Prunella Scales 
8.00 Bitter Medicine. Crime thriller by Sara 
Paretsky 8.30 Hercule Poirot: Murder on the 
Orient Express 9.00 Dip My Brain In Joy 
10.00 Comedy Club: Sandi Toksvig’s Hygge
10.30 Arthur Smith’s Balham Bash. Comedy 
11.00 Great Unanswered Questions 11.30 
John Shuttleworth’s Open Mind 

Radio 5 Live
MW: 693, 909
5.00am Wake Up to Money 6.00 Breakfast 
9.00 Your Call 10.00 Emma Barnett  

1.00pm Nihal Arthanayake 4.00 5 Live Drive
7.00 5 Live Sport 8.00 5 Live Sport: 
Champions League Football 2020-21 — 
Manchester City v Marseille (Kick-off 8.00). 
Commentary on the Group C match from
Etihad Stadium. Plus, updates of FC 
Midtjylland v Liverpool 10.00 5 Live Boxing
10.30 Chris Warburton 1.00am  
Dotun Adebayo 

talkSPORT
MW: 1053, 1089 kHz
5.00am Early Breakfast 6.00 talkSPORT
Breakfast with Laura Woods 10.00 Jim 
White and Simon Jordan 1.00pm Hawksbee 
and Jacobs 4.00 Drive with Adrian Durham & 
Darren Gough 7.00 Kick Off 10.00 Sports 
Bar 1.00am Extra Time 

talkRADIO
Digital only
5.00am James Max 6.30 Julia Hartley-
Brewer 10.00 Mike Graham 1.00pm Ian 
Collins 4.00 Dan Wootton 7.00 James Whale 
10.00 Cristo Foufas 1.00am Paul Ross 

6 Music
Digital only
5.00am Chris Hawkins 7.30 Lauren Laverne 
10.30 Mary Anne Hobbs 1.00pm Shaun 
Keaveny 4.00 Steve Lamacq 7.00 Marc Riley 
9.00 Gideon Coe 12.00 Freak Zone Playlist 
1.00am The Otis Redding Story 2.00 BBC 
Sounds Mix 4.00 6 Music’s Jukebox 

Virgin Radio
Digital only
6.30am The Chris Evans Breakfast Show 
with Sky 10.00 Eddy Temple-Morris 1.00pm 
Tim Cocker 4.00 Kate Lawler 7.00 Steve 
Denyer 10.00 Amy Voce 1.00am Virgin 
Radio Through The Night 4.00 Sam Pinkham 

Classic FM
FM: 100-102 MHz
6.00am More Music Breakfast 9.00 
Alexander Armstrong 12.00 Anne-Marie 
Minhall 4.00pm John Brunning 7.00 
Smooth Classics at Seven 8.00 The Classic 
FM Concert with John Suchet. Nigel Hess  
(A Christmas Overture); Chopin (e Les 
Sylphides); Handel (s For unto us a child is 
born from n Messiah); Rimsky-Korsakovhh
(Christmas Eve Suite); Willis (e It came upon 
the midnight clear); and Schumann (Violin r
Concerto in D minor Op Posth) 10.00 
Smooth Classics 1.00am Sam Pittis

Radio Choice
Debra Craine

Grounded with 
Louis Theroux
Radio 4, 8pm

In the first episode of the 
new series of this always 
fascinating interview show 
Louis Theroux meets the 
British actress Michaela 
Coel, above, best known for 
the provocative BBC One 
drama I May Destroy You, 
which she wrote, co-
directed and starred in. 
Coel talks to Theroux about 
speaking in tongues, sexual 
consent (a hot subject, given 
that her BBC show was 
about a woman who had 
been raped) and suffering 
from “post-writum 
depression” after the 
success of the series. 
Subsequent guests include 
the film director Oliver 
Stone, the singer Sia and the 
comedian Frankie Boyle.

our tv newsletter
Sign up to a weekly briefing of 
the only shows you need to watch
thetimes.co.uk/bulletins

L
ong before Hugh and Nicole
in The Undoing, Lindy and
Michael Chamberlain were
starring in the real-life trial 
of the century. Granted, it 

was last century, and probably only so 
in Australia, but still, the case of the 
baby snatched by a dingo was a cause 
célèbre even before A Cry in the Dark, 
the 1988 film in which Meryl Streep 
went full Aussie in a black wig. 

It was a did-they-do-it with an 
atmosphere all of its own: the 
untamed nature of the Outback, 

a place of ancient indigenous mystery, 
where crocs take down men in 
billabongs and even the dingos are 
deadly. Or are they? That was a claim 
too hard for most of the public to 
swallow, after the Chamberlains cried 
dingo during a 1980 family trip at Ayers 
Rock — even though the god-fearing 
couple had no credible motive to 
commit the unthinkable act of killing 
Azaria, their nine-week-old daughter.

The intensity of the witch-hunt that
followed is the most compelling aspect 
of the epic two-part doc Accused: 
Trial in the Outback. Not only does it 
portray the disturbing mass behaviour 
that can occur when the public get 
stirred up by a media sensation — 
one on to which they project their 
psychological fears, pain or revulsions 
— it also offers a classic example of 
what Malcolm Gladwell has called the 
“mismatch paradox”. Mum Lindy and 
dad Michael’s body language outside 
court was not in accord with the 
stereotypical notion of how they were 
supposed to act as grieving parents. 
She was too hard-faced; he was far 
too calm. They must have dunnit.

Suddenly, this innocent couple were
Satanists into human sacrifice. Or the 
young son had done it and the parents 
were covering. This was a national 
guessing game. How sick such human 
behaviour seems, looking back from 
a distance. During the case, women 
turned up outside the court to spit at 

the Chamberlains while wearing 
specially printed “The dingo is 
innocent” T-shirts. Who makes the 
effort to do such a thing? You could 
say that the Australian public behaved 
as badly as a pack of dingos, if that 
didn’t seem in its own poor taste. 

The reaction to Industry, the cold-
blooded drama about young recruits 
at a City bank, has been a curious one. 
Some think it’s up there with This Life, 
yet judging by online comments in 
The Times, others have intemperately 
taken against it from the very first 
minute — it’s boring (a slightly 
mystifying charge), the incessant sex 
scenes are grating (that’s true) or the 
people are just too damn unlikable. 

Until last night, that last charge had
seemed a touch facile (the people are 
just as awful in, say, the classic film 
Wall Street), yet the series is now in 
danger of really taking the biscuit. The 
constant horniness is becoming self-
parodic, and now even the nice boss, 
Eric (Ken Leung), is screaming at his 
protégée Harper (Myha’la Herrold), 
reducing her to a whimpering blob of 
jelly. That was shortly after Harper 
had urgent sex with an ex, naturally. 

I’ll stick with it, if only for Derek 
Riddell’s intriguing Clement Cowan 
and for the way it offers a killer line 
every few minutes. On his latest 
hangover, Robert (Harry Lawtey) 
remarked: “If you put my liver in a jar, 
you could charge people to see it.” 

The dingo case and the evils of mass hysteria
CHANNEL 4

James
Jackson
TV review

Industry
BBC Two

{{{((

Accused: Trial in the Outback
Channel 5

{{{{(

Lindy Chamberlain and baby Azaria, who was snatched by a dingo
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used to play on with 
their friends in the 
1970s. Alan and Trish 
ask “mechanical 
maestro” Steve to 
fix the 50-year-old 
ventriloquist’s doll that 
Alan had as a teenager. 
And Valerie asks 
silversmith Brenton to 
mend the cup her late 
father won for running. 
If only The Repair Shop 
could solder together 
all our broken bits. 

The Repair Shop
BBC One, 8pm

This show, about 
mending the mistakes 
of the past and defying 
the ravages of time, 
would be alluring even 
in the happiest of years. 
This year it’s material-
culture catnip of the 
highest order. Barbara 
and Danny ask Jay 
to mend the shove 
halfpenny board they 

up sozzled residence 
in their pub-themed 
garage, as Beaumont 
and Richardson artfully 
recycle footage of them 
from 8 Out of 10 Cats 
Does Countdown and 
University Challenge, 
the show stays light on 
its feet. In fact, it moves 
at such a lick that its 
bogus air of realism 
can even take the odd 
burst of more blatantly 
scripted material. 

one . . . who nonetheless 
is repelled by the 
Richardson family’s 
attitude to Christmas 
Day as a time to play 
games together, rather 
than a day to eat too 
much, then slump in 
front of the television. 
And as Richardson 
reveals what happened 
when Kevin McCloud 
gave away his phone 
number on television, 
as Johnny Vegas takes 

(“Britain’s third-
favourite comedian”) 
is the fusspot who 
grinches about 
Christmas being 
celebrated too early, 
who wants to be asked 
to turn on the 
Christmas lights in 
their town of Hebden 
Bridge in West 
Yorkshire, but largely 
so he can reject the 
offer. Beaumont is the 
more user-friendly 

the home life of the 
married comedians 
Jon Richardson and 
Lucy Beaumont returns 
for the first of two 
Christmas specials. And 
although it’s scripted, 
by Beaumont and Tim 
Reid, the backchat and 
bickering and general 
air of minor mishap are 
acted so well that you 
have to keep reminding 
yourself that it’s only 
partly real. Richardson 

Viewing Guide
Dominic Maxwell

Meet the 
Richardsons 
at Christmas
Dave, 10pm

Occupying
the sweet
spot between
Curb Your

Enthusiasm and The 
Only Way Is Essex, this 
mock-doc sitcom about 

Top 
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7.00 The One Show Magazine show 
presented by Alex Jones 

7.30 Still Open All Hours Granville 
encourages Gastric to set out to 
impress Madge (4/7) (r) (AD)

8.00 The Repair Shop Jay Blades and the 
team of experts bring four treasured 
family heirlooms back to life, including 
an old ventriloquist’s dummy, a silver 
running trophy, a vintage portable 
typewriter and an old shove ha’penny 
board. See Viewing Guide (AD) e

9.00 MasterChef: The Professionals
With just eight contestants remaining 
in the competition, the first four  
chefs come together and face-off  
over two challenges in the hope of 
making it to the next round (AD) 

10.00 BBC News at Ten

10.30 BBC Regional News and Weather
10.45 MOBO Awards 2020 Coverage of the 

2020 MOBO Awards, hosted by Maya 
Jama and Chunkz, and featuring 
performances by Headie One and M 
Huncho, Ms Banks, Tiwa Savage and 
Kojey Radical. See Viewing Guide

12.15am Step into the Ring Sam, who has Down’s 
syndrome, prepares for his debut in a public wrestling
match. Marcus is enjoying success in the ring, and is
pursuing romance outside it. Last in the series (AD)
12.40-6.00 BBC News. The day’s top stories

7.00 Celebrity Antiques Road Trip
The Loose Women co-hosts Nadia n
Sawalha and Kaye Adams join forces 
with experts Tim Medhurst and Anita 
Manning in the antique shops of 
Edinburgh and beyond (r) 

8.00 Great British Christmas Menu  
The top three chefs from the fish and 
main heats cook for the judges, hoping 
to secure their place as part of the 
special festive feast in honour of 
Britain’s key workers (4/7) 

9.00 Harlots As Blayne tightens his grip on 
power, Anne finds herself under 
increasing pressure. Meanwhile, Kate 
attempts to gain the trust of the 
prince. Last in the series (AD) 

9.55 Amazing Hotels: Life Beyond the 
Lobby Working at an Icehotel in 
Jukkasjarvi, Sweden (6/6) (r) (AD) 

10.00 QI XL An extended version of the quiz 
in which Jason Manford, Romesh 
Ranganathan and Holly Walsh join Alan 
Davies to vie for points from a range of 
Christmas-themed posers (r) 

10.45 Newsnight With Emily Maitlis 

11.30 Hospital A bed shortage in Barnet 
hospital highlights the perpetual 
challenge of trying to discharge older 
patients, with the added complexities 
of Covid-19 infection risks (4/6) (r) 

12.30am Hospital The day-to-day realities the NHS
faces (r) 1.30 Sign Zone: Saving Britain’s Pubs with Tom
Kerridge. The chef and publican helps four struggling pubs
(r) (AD, SL) 2.30-3.30 MasterChef: The Professionals.
The third lot of quarter-finalists are challenged to create
a dish that makes great use of citrus (r) (AD, SL)

7.00 Emmerdale Harriet has some 
alarming news, and Marlon has a good 
idea for Paddy. Meanwhile,  
Billy is annoyed with Dawn (AD) 

7.30 Coronation Street On the 60th 
anniversary of Coronation Street’s tt
debut on ITV, the trial verdict leads to 
a dramatic showdown between Geoff 
and Alya. Meanwhile, Ken and Abi lead and Alya Meanwhile Ken and Abi lead
the charge against Ray’s demolition, 
and Carla and Daniel inadvertently  
fuel Peter’s paranoia (AD) 

8.30 Paul O’Grady’s Great British 
Escape Paul explores Kent’s beautiful
forests and woodlands (5/6) (AD) 

9.00 Queens of the Street A special 
programme celebrating the women 
who have starred in Coronation Street
over the years. The programme 
features contributions from an array 
of the show’s leading ladies, including 
Julie Hesmondhalgh, Sally Lindsay and 
Helen Worth. See Viewing Guide (AD) e

10.00 ITV News at Ten

10.30 Regional News
10.45 Peston Political magazine show 

presented by Robert Peston, featuring 
major interviews with MPs, topical 
guests and cultural figures Includingguests and cultural figures. Including 
updates from social media taking in 
perspectives from viewers, experts and 
key players throughout the programme 

11.40 The Jonathan Ross Show The host 
is joined on tonight’s show by guests 
Michael Palin, Kylie Minogue, Rita Ora,
Davina McCall and Mo Gilligan (r) 

12.35am Teleshopping Buying goods from the comfort
of home 3.00 ITV Nightscreen. Text-based information
service 5.05-6.00 Judge Rinder. Cameras follow the
criminal barrister Robert Rinder as he takes on real-life
cases in a studio courtroom (r) (SL)

7.00 Channel 4 News

8.00 Sarah Beeny’s New Life in the 
Country The family continue their 
plans to diversify the farm and test out 
whether they have enough space to 
turn some of the land into a glamping 
site. Before they commit to anything, 
they invite some friends to spend the 
weekend glamping (5/8) (AD) 

9.00 Christmas in New York: Inside the 
Plaza A behind-the-scenes look at the 
Manhattan hotel over the festive 
period, following staff at their busiest 
time of the year, and the guests willing 
to spend up to £30,000 a night.  
See Viewing Guide

10.00 First Dates at Christmas A former 
bodybuilding champion goes on a date 
with a 23-year-old student nurse. 
Meanwhile, a 67-year-old is set up 
with a fellow divorcee who is looking 
for some excitement in his life,  
and a single mother meets  
a 29-year-old (r) (AD) 

11.05 Faking It The punk singer Chris 
Sweeney takes up the conductor’s 
baton as he prepares to pass himself 
off as the leader of a classical 
orchestra, but with no ability to read 
music or play an instrument, he faces 
an uphill struggle to master the skills 
in only four weeks (10/10) (r) 

12.25am FILM: American Hustle (15, 2013)  
A conman is forced to work for an FBI agent on a sting
operation. Crime drama starring Christian Bale and Amy
Adams (AD, SL) 2.45 Kirstie’s Handmade Christmas (r)
(SL) 3.40 Car SOS (r) (AD) 4.30 Fifteen to One (r) 5.25
Work on the Wild Side 5.50-6.30 Countdown (r)

7.00 Secrets of the Christmas Factory
A look at how staples of the festive 
season actually get made, such as 
Christmas trees, Christmas crackers, 
tinsel, Christmas jumpers and 
Christmas puddings (r) 

8.00 Filthy House SOS Some of Britain’s
filthiest homes are tackled in the space 
of just three days (11/12) 

9.00 Accused: Trial in the Outback
Conclusion of the documentary 
exploring the infamous 1980 trial of 
Lindy Chamberlain, who was falsely 
accused of murdering her nine-week-
old baby during a family camping trip 
in Central Australia, after the child was 
attacked by a dingo. Featuring 
contributions from the Chamberlain contributions from the Chamberlain
family and their personal archives 
the programme also features  
exclusive interviewees (2/2)

10.30 Rachel Nickell:16 Year Hunt for 
Justice The circumstances 
surrounding the murder of 23-year-old 
Rachel Nickell in July 1992,  
when she was attacked and killed inwhen she was attacked and killed in 
front of her two-year-old son Alex on 
Wimbledon Common (5/6) (r) 

11.35 Martin Lewis: The Price of Fame
Famous faces lay their financial souls
bare in conversation with Martin 
Lewis. This time, he is joined in 
conversation by Neil Fox (2/3) 

12.30am Wonderful World of Chocolate Offering a
glimpse inside the confectionery world, visiting factories,
chocolatiers and shops, and even revealing the Queen’s 
favourite chocolates (r) 1.00 The 21.co.uk Live Casino
Show 3.00 NCIS (r) (AD) 5.20 Britain’s Greatest 
Bridges (r) (SL) 5.35-6.00 House Doctor (r)

6.00am Breakfast. Presented by Dan Walker and Naga 
Munchetty 9.15 Morning Live. Magazine show hosted by
Kym Marsh and Gethin Jones 10.00 Homes Under the
Hammer. Properties in Leamington Spa, Plumstead and
the Isle of Sheppey (r) (AD) 11.00 Claimed and Shamed.
A mobile phone scammer puts on a convincing
performance (r) (AD) 11.45 Saved on Camera. Two
friends are rescued from shark infested seas (r) 12.15pm
Bargain Hunt. Eric Knowles hosts the show from Exeter’s
Westpoint Arena (r) (AD) 1.00 BBC News at One;
Weather 1.30 BBC Regional News; Weather 1.45
Doctors. Al and Lily receive some bad news, while Ruhma
advises a husband how to better empathise with his
pregnant wife (AD) 2.15 Impossible. Quiz hosted by Rick
Edwards (r) 3.00 Escape to the Country. Jules Hudson
helps a couple in Cambridgeshire (r) (AD) 3.45 Money for
Nothing. The team restores a lawnmower, an antique
cabinet, and a cable drum (r) 4.30 Antiques Road Trip.
Christina Trevanion and Serhat Ahmet search for 
items in Sheffield and Coventry 5.15 Pointless. Quiz
hosted by Alexander Armstrong (r) 6.00 BBC News 
at Six; Weather 6.30 BBC Regional News; Weather

6.15am Antiques Road Trip (r) 7.00 Homes Under the
Hammer (r) (AD) 8.00 Sign Zone: Powering Britain (r)
(SL) 8.30 A Special School (r) (AD, SL) 9.00 BBC News at
9 10.00 BBC News 11.15 Politics Live 1.00pm Head
Hunters (r) 1.45 The Hairy Bikers Home for Christmas.
Denise Lewis joins the duo as they create a trio of 
canapes, porcetta pork loin and a prawn and salmon
terrine (r) (AD) 2.30 Nigel Slater’s New Year Suppers.
The cook prepares sumptuous dishes from seasonal
produce (r) (AD) 3.00 FILM: The Pure Hell of St 
Trinian’s (U, 1960) The girls burn their school to the
ground, prompting a mysterious Middle Eastern 
gentleman to offer new premises. Comedy starring 
Cecil Parker and Joyce Grenfell (b/w) 4.30 David
Attenborough’s Natural Curiosities. David Attenborough
explores animals that have developed tool-making skills
to help them survive (r) (AD) 5.15 Flog It! A special
edition travelling up and down the county revisiting some
of the venues from the series (r) 6.00 Richard Osman’s 
House of Games. With Alex Jones, Jessica Knappet, Rob
Rinder and Karim Zeroual 6.30 Strictly: It Takes Two. Zoe
Ball gives all the backstage gossip and exclusive news 

6.00am Good Morning Britain. Morning magazine
featuring a mix of news, current affairs and lifestyle
features 9.00 Lorraine. Entertainment, current affairs 
and fashion news, as well as showbiz stories and gossip.
Presented by Lorraine Kelly 10.00 This Morning. A mix of 
showbiz chat, lifestyle features, advice and competitions.
Including Local Weather 12.30pm Loose Women. Another
helping of topical studio discussion from a female
perspective, featuring showbiz interviews 1.30 ITV News;
Weather 2.00 Dickinson’s Real Deal. David Dickinson and
the team set up shop in Milton Keynes, where Mark
Steven and David Ford fight over a tin-plate toy car 3.00
Winning Combination. Quiz hosted by Omid Djalili, in
which nine contestants are assigned combinations of 
numbers that represent the size of the jackpot they play
to win in a final round 4.00 Tipping Point. Ben Shephard
hosts the arcade-themed quiz in which contestants drop 
tokens down a choice of four chutes in the hope of 
winning a £10,000 jackpot 5.00 The Chase. Bradley Walsh
presents as four contestants work as a team to take on
one of the ruthless Chasers and secure a cash prize 6.00
Regional News; Weather 6.30 ITV News; Weather

6.30am Mike & Molly (r) 7.10 Cheers (r) 8.05 Everybody 
Loves Raymond (r) (AD) 9.35 Frasier (r) (AD) 10.35
Undercover Boss USA. Randy DeWitt, the CEO and 
co-founder of bar and grill chain Twin Peaks, goes
undercover to find out whether the company’s culture is
keeping up with its rapid growth (r) 11.30 Channel 4
News Summary 11.35 Ramsay’s Kitchen Nightmares
USA. Gordon Ramsay takes on a debt-ridden restaurant in
South Bend, Indiana, where the inexperienced chef serves 
food from both the freezer and tins (r) 12.30pm Steph’s 
Packed Lunch. Daily magazine show hosted by Steph 
McGovern 2.10 Countdown. With John Inverdale in
Dictionary Corner 3.00 Find It, Fix It, Flog It. In Suffolk,
Henry and Simon unearth a series of hidden treasures in a
garden shed 4.00 Escape to the Château: DIY. Anna and
Philipp continue their mammoth restoration project 5.00
Kirstie’s Handmade Christmas. Four talented makers
create unique seasonal decorations (AD) 6.00 The
Simpsons. Lisa signs up to participate in the future 
colonisation of Mars (r) (AD) 6.30 Hollyoaks. Walter is
rushed to hospital after collapsing, while Damon
convinces Liberty to let Brody see his daughter (AD)

6.00am Milkshake! 9.15 Jeremy Vine. The broadcaster
and guests discuss the issues of the day, with co-host
Storm Huntley joining him for phone-ins and reading out
viewers’ correspondence 11.15 FILM: Rent an Elf (U, 
TVM, 2018) Ava’s relationship with her new partner 
Liam is threatened when his ex-wife appears to try and
get back together with him. Festive family drama starring
Kim Shaw 12.55pm 5 News at Lunchtime 1.00
Neighbours (AD) 1.30 FILM: Four Christmases and a
Wedding (PG, TVM, 2017) A festive planner believes
she has found romance. However, something — or
someone — always seems to stand in the way of true
love. Romantic drama with Arielle Kebbel 3.20 FILM:
Christmas Made to Order (PG, TVM, 2018) Steven
finds himself hosting his family for Christmas, so he
recruits holiday coordinator Gretchen to help. Festive
romance starring Alexa PenaVega and Jonathan Bennett 
5.00 5 News at 5 5.30 Neighbours. When Bea realises
who Nathan is, she is just as shocked as Levi. Dipi keeps
putting off her serious talk with Shane, leaving him
frustrated and angry (r) (AD) 6.00 Friends. Monica
applies for a job (r) 6.30 5 News Tonight
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Film Houseboat 
Film4, 2.50pm 

Charming romantic 
comedy in which 
Cary Grant plays a 
widower who ends up 
living on a houseboat 
with his three 
ungrateful children. 
He hires Cinzia 
(Sophia Loren), and 
this Italian anti-
Poppins soon wins the 
family round. (U, 1958) 

Maya Jama and 
Chunkz host a show 
that will include 
performances from 
Ms Banks, Headie One, 
Kojey Radical and Tiwa 
Sawage. Meanwhile, 
the west London rapper 
Nines has the most 
nominations with five, 
while his competitors 
in the best album 
category are Dave, 
Kano, Ella Mai, Skepta 
and Little Simz. 

Mobo Awards 
2020
BBC One, 10.45pm

If you are really keen 
you can watch the 
awards, which have 
been celebrating music 
of black origin since 
1996, live on Mobo’s 
YouTube channel from 
7pm. This, however, is 
the highlights of the 
first Mobo awards 
ceremony since 2017. 

arrangements is full of 
factoids and glimpses 
into its tantalising 
luxury life. If you can’t 
afford to be one of its 
1,800 guests each week, 
you can at least sneak 
a peek at life at the 
top by paying £100 for 
afternoon tea, or £230 
for Christmas dinner. 
Or, you’re worth it, 
how about £23,000 
a night for a huge 
apartment to yourself? 

Christmas in 
New York: 
Inside the Plaza
Channel 4, 9pm

You’ll know the Plaza 
even if you think you 
don’t: positioned on 
Central Park and Fifth 
Avenue, it opened in 
1907, designed to 
resemble a French 
château. And this 
behind-the-scenes 
look at its Christmas 

Queens of 
the Street
ITV, 9pm

Coronation Street 
continues its 60th 
anniversary week of 
celebrations with this 
deft look at the way it 
has depicted its women. 
Sally Lindsay is one 
of the Street-veteran 
interviewees who 
points out that there 
are fewer juicy female 

roles outside Corrie 
than there are in it. 
Sally Dynevor, who has 
played Sally Webster 
since 1986, points to 
the show’s penchant 
for “strong women” 
with “chinks in their 
armour”, while Julie 
Hesmondhalgh points 
to the “matriarchal 
society” of northern 
towns in which the 
show’s creator, Tony 
Warren, grew up. 

BBC One Scotland
As BBC One except: 12.15pm-1.00
Coronavirus Update. Live coverage of the
briefing from the Scottish Government 1.45
Impossible. Quiz hosted by Rick Edwards (r)
2.30 Politics Scotland 3.15-3.45 Doctors.
Ruhma advises a husband how to better
empathise with his pregnant wife (AD)
12.15am Scottish Questions 12.50-6.00 BBC
News

BBC One Wales
As BBC One except: 11.00am Saved on Camera 
(r) 11.30 Bargain Hunt (r) (AD) 12.15pm-1.00
Wales Today Coronavirus Update 7.30-8.00
Tudur’s TV Flashback. Tudur Owen looks at the 
natural world in Wales 10.35 BBC Wales Live.
Weekly show featuring hard-hitting stories and 
in-depth interviews 11.10 MOBO Awards 2020.
Coverage of the 2020 MOBO Awards. See 
Viewing Guide 12.40am Step into the Ring.
Sam, who has Down’s syndrome, prepares for 
his debut (AD) 1.05-6.00 BBC News

BBC Two N Ireland
As BBC Two except: 10.00pm Spotlight. Social
and political issues (r) 10.30-10.45 Weather 
Watchers with Barra Best. The weatherman 
examines how climate shapes people’s lives (r)

BBC Two Wales
As BBC Two except: 7.00pm Children’s Ward.
A mother fears her toddler may have
meningitis (r) 7.30-8.00 The Yorkshire Dales.
The adventurer Paul Rose’s trip concludes 
in Wharfedale. Last in the series (r)

STV
As ITV except: 10.30pm STV News 10.40
Scotland Tonight. Current affairs show 11.05
Peston. Political magazine show presented by
Robert Peston 12.00 The Jonathan Ross Show. 
With Michael Palin, Kylie Minogue, Rita Ora, 
Davina McCall and Mo Gilligan (r)
12.55am-3.00 ITV Nightscreen

BBC Scotland
12.15pm-1.15 Coronavirus Update 2.30-3.15
Politics Scotland 7.00 Disability Stories (r)
(AD) 7.30 Mountain Rescue: Our Lives (r) (AD)
8.00 Corner Shop Cook-Off (r) (AD) 9.00 The
Nine 10.00 Rab C Nesbitt (r) 10.30 Scot Squad 
(r) 11.00-12.00 The Big Scottish Book Club (r)

BBC Alba
6.00am Alba Today 5.00pm Rita is Crogall
5.05 Bing (r) 5.25 Creag nam Buthaidean 
(Puffin Rock) (r) 5.30 Tree Fu Tom (r) 5.55 
Stòiridh 5.58 Saoghal Bodach na Nollaig (r) 
6.00 Kung Fu Panda (r) 6.30 Geamaichean
Gorach 6.35 Saidheans Sporsail (Backyard 
Science) (r) 7.00 Turas a’ Bhradain (The
Salmon’s Journey) (r) 7.30 Speaking Our
Language (r) 7.55 Earrann Eachdraidh (History
Shorts) (r) 8.00 An Là (News) 8.30 Leugh Mi
(Book Show) (r) 9.00 Seòid a’ Christmas:
Christmas Kitchen Coves (r) 10.00 Orain Oir (r) 
10.30 An Lan: Beo leis an Lan/Tide: Living with
the Tide (r) 11.30 Julie Fowlis: Ceol Aig Baile
(r) 12.00-6.00am Alba Today

S4C
6.00am Cyw: Peppa (r) 6.05 Tomos a’i 
Ffrindiau (r) 6.15 Bach a Mawr (r) 6.30 Meic y
Marchog (r) 6.45 Cacamwnci (r) 7.00 Caru
Canu 7.05 Hafod Haul (r) 7.20 Patrôl
Pawennau 7.35 Jamborî (r) 7.45 Sigldigwt (r)
8.00 Ty Mel (r) 8.10 Sblij a Sbloj (r) 8.20 Digbi
Draig (r) 8.30 Cei Bach (r) 8.45 Twt (r) 8.55
Timpo (r) 9.05 Sam Tân (r) 9.15 Sbridiri (r)
9.35 Octonots (r) 9.45 Gwdihw (r) 10.00
Peppa (r) 10.05 Tomos a’i Ffrindiau (r) 10.15
Bach a Mawr (r) 10.30 Meic y Marchog (r)
10.45 Cacamwnci (r) 11.00 Caru Canu (r)
11.05 Hafod Haul (r) 11.20 Patrôl Pawennau
(r) 11.35 Jamborî (r) 11.45 Timpo (r) 11.50
Sigldigwt (r) 12.05pm News; Weather 12.15
Datganiad Covid-19 1.00 Straeon Tafarn (r) 
1.30 Dan Do (r) 2.00 News; Weather 2.05
Prynhawn Da 3.00 News; Weather 3.05 Yr 
Afon (r) 4.00 Awr Fawr: Caru Canu (r) 4.05
Ben Dant (r) 4.25 Cymylaubychain (r) 4.35 Y 
Brodyr Coala (r) 4.45 Gwdihw (r) 5.00 Stwnsh:
Prosiect Z (r) 5.25 Bernard (r) 5.30 Kung Fu
Panda (r) 5.55 Ffeil 6.00 Portmeirion (r) 6.30
Anrhegion Melys Richard Holt (r) (AD) 6.57
News 7.00 Heno 7.30 News; Weather 8.00 Y
Byd yn ei Le 8.25 Nyrsys 8.55 News; Weather

Variations
6.00am Futurama (r) 7.00 Animal 999 (r) (AD)
8.00 The Dog Whisperer (r) 9.00 Motorway
Patrol (r) (AD) 10.00 Brit Cops: Law & Disorder
(r) (AD) 11.00 NCIS: Los Angeles (r) 1.00pm
Hawaii Five-0 (r) 3.00 Magnum P.I (r) (AD)
4.00 Modern Family (r) 5.00 The Simpsons (r)
5.30 Futurama (r) 
6.00 Futurama (r) 
6.30 The Simpsons. Back-to-back episodes (r)
9.00 Dynamo: Beyond Belief. Documentary
following the magician on tour around the globe
as well as charting his road to recovery from 
a career-threatening illness (1/3) (r) (AD)
10.00 Warrior. Chinatown erupts into chaos
after Bill and his men are confronted by a mob
11.05 Warrior. The second season of the 
action-packed drama based on the work of Bruce
Lee reaches its conclusion. Last in the series
12.10am The Russell Howard Hour (r) 1.10 
S.W.A.T (r) 2.05 Road Wars (r) 3.00 Brit Cops:
Law & Disorder (r) (AD) 4.00 Motorway Patrol
(r) (AD) 5.00 Wild Vets (r)

6.00am The British (r) (AD) 7.00 CSI: Crime
Scene Investigation (r) 9.00 Ray Donovan (r)
(AD) 11.20 Dexter (r) 1.40pm Fortitude (r)
(AD) 2.40 CSI: Crime Scene Investigation (r)
4.40 The Wire (r) 5.50 Dexter (r)
6.55 Dexter. Debra gets to know 
local crime-writer Sal Price (r)
8.00 Fortitude. Dan and Morton’s attention 
turns to Markus (7/11) (r) (AD)
9.00 The Good Lord Bird. As the series
concludes, John Brown and his remaining army
take a last stand as more federal troops descend
upon Harper’s Ferry. Last in the series
10.10 Euphoria: Trouble Don’t Last Always. Rue 
deals with the aftermath of being left by Jules
at the train station and relapsing (1/2) (r)
11.20 Riviera. It is a race against time for
Georgina and Gabriel as they try and stop Alex
as she begins to trial her deadly drug (r)
12.20am Big Love (r) 1.25 Californication (r)
2.00 Tin Star: Liverpool (r) 3.00 
Little Birds (r) (AD) 4.00 Fish Town (r)

6.00am FILM: Fire in Babylon (12, 2010)
Documentary 7.45 My Icon: Heather Watson (r)
(AD) 8.00 The Guest Wing (r) (AD) 9.00
Discovering: Richard Gere (r) 10.00 The 
Directors (r) 11.00 Hollywood Couples (r) (AD)
12.00 The British (r) (AD) 1.00pm Twiggy: The
Face of the 60s (r) (AD) 2.00 FILM: Fire in
Babylon (12, 2010) Documentary about the
1970s West Indian cricket team 3.45 My Icon:
Libby Clegg (r) (AD) 4.00 Discovering: Dennis
Hopper (r) 5.00 The Directors (r)
6.00 Hollywood Couples (r) (AD)
7.00 The British (7/7) (r) (AD)
8.00 Twiggy: The Face of the 60s (r) (AD)
9.00 FILM: Transhood (15, 2020)
Documentary following four children 
as they redefine “coming of age”
11.00 FILM: Midnight Family (2019)
Documentary 12.35am The Vow (r) 2.45 FILM:
God is the Bigger Elvis (2012) 3.25 PL
Legends: David Ginola (r) (AD) 4.00 Discovering:
Dennis Hopper (r) 5.00 The Guest Wing (r) (AD)

6.00am Pavarotti: 10th Anniversary Gala 7.15
The Three Tenors: Christmas Concert 9.00 Tales
of the Unexpected (AD) 10.00 Cream: Music 
Icons 10.30 Video Killed the Radio Star 11.00
Discovering: Karl Malden 12.00 Discovering:
Anthony Hopkins 1.00pm Tales of the
Unexpected (AD) 2.00 Robin Hood: The First
Celebrity Outlaw 3.00 The South Bank Show
Originals 3.30 Auction 4.00 Dusty Springfield:
Music Icons 4.30 Video Killed the Radio Star
5.00 Discovering: Faye Dunaway
6.00 Discovering: Vincent Price
7.00 The Art of Architecture
8.00 Portrait Artist of the Year 2020
9.00 The Sixties (AD)
10.00 Unmuted
10.30 Music Videos That Defined the 90s
11.30 Discovering: Christmas Films
1.00am Comedy Legends 2.00 Trailblazers:
Madchester 3.00 Portrait Artist of the Year
2020 4.00 Tales of the Unexpected (AD) 5.00
The South Bank Show Originals 5.30 Auction

6.00am Sky Sports News 10.00 AJ v Pulev: 
The Final Hurdle 10.30 Live One-Day
International Cricket: South Africa v England.
Coverage of the final match in the series, taking 
place at Newlands, Cape Town
7.00pm Live EFL: Bristol City v Blackburn
Rovers (Kick-off 7.45). Coverage of the
Championship clash from Ashton Gate. Both
teams made steady starts to the season and will
be targeting at least a place in the play-offs
10.00 AJ v Pulev: The Final Hurdle
10.30 Joshua v Klitschko: The Gloves Are Off. 
Anthony Joshua and Wladimir Klitschko come
face to face ahead of their heavyweight clash, 
which was for the WBA Super, IBF and IBO world
titles and took place at Wembley Stadium
11.00 Fight Night. Anthony Joshua v Wladimir
Klitschko. A chance to see the bout for the IBF, 
WBA Super and IBO Heavyweight titles, which
took place at Wembley Stadium (AD)
12.00 Live: Total Access. The complete picture 
from the gridiron 1.00am Sky Sports News

Sky One Sky Atlantic Sky Documentaries Sky Main EventSky Arts

6.00am Classic Coronation Street 6.55 Classic
Emmerdale 7.55 Heartbeat (AD) 9.00 Bless 
This House 10.05 Outside Edge 10.35 Doc
Martin (AD) 11.35 The Durrells (AD) 12.40pm
Heartbeat (AD) 1.45 Classic Emmerdale 2.50 
Classic Coronation Street 3.55 Lewis (AD) 5.55
Agatha Christie’s Poirot. A grieving widow is 
suspected of murder. David Suchet stars
8.00 Agatha Christie’s Poirot. The sleuth 
attends a North African archaeological dig and
uncovers a wealth of suspects when an
aristocrat’s wife is stabbed to death (AD)
10.00 Classic Coronation Street. Des spends the 
night on the Websters’ sofa, to teach Steph a
lesson. Mike worries about what Ivy will say to
the workers, and Jackie tells him she is not
going to share him. First shown in 1990
10.35 Classic Coronation Street. Mike and  
Jackie row about how to run Ingram’s 
11.05 The Trouble with Maggie Cole. 
Peter Cole is worried about the press interest 
following Maggie’s interview (3/6) (AD)
12.10am A Touch of Frost (AD) 2.10 ITV3
Nightscreen 2.30 Teleshopping 

6.00am Only When I Laugh 6.25 The Saint
7.15 The Adventures of Sherlock Holmes 8.10
Dempsey and Makepeace (AD) 9.10 Minder
(AD) 10.20 The Professionals (AD) 11.25 The
Sweeney 12.35pm The Saint 1.35 The Return
of Sherlock Holmes (AD) 2.40 Dempsey and
Makepeace (AD) 3.45 Minder (AD) 4.50 The
Professionals (AD) 5.55 The Sweeney
7.00 Tenable. Five old school friends answer
questions about top 10 lists
8.00 World Rally Championship Highlights. 
Drivers head to Italy for the ACI Rally Monza
stage in the foothills of the Italian Alps
9.00 The Motorbike Show. Henry Cole rides an
African Twin through Oxfordshire, and 
road-tests his first ever electric motorbike
10.00 FILM: Hot Fuzz (15, 2007) A zealous
policeman is relocated to a sleepy country
village, where a series of grisly so-called
accidents arouses his suspicions. Action comedy
starring Simon Pegg and Nick Frost (AD) 
12.35am Fighter Pilot: The Real Top Gun (AD)
1.35 Quincy ME 2.35 The Best of the 90s 2.50
ITV4 Nightscreen 3.00 Teleshopping 

6.00am Teleshopping 7.10 Drug Wars 8.00
American Pickers 9.00 Storage Hunters UK
10.00 American Pickers 12.00 Cop Car 
Workshop 1.00pm Top Gear (AD) 2.00 Travel
Man: 48 Hours in Copenhagen (AD) 2.30 Travel 
Man: 48 Hours in Moscow (AD) 3.00 Rick Stein’s 
Long Weekends (AD) 4.00 Top Gear (AD)
6.00 Travel Man: 48 Hours in Seville (AD)
6.30 Travel Man: 48 Hours in Venice (AD)
7.00 Richard Osman’s House of Games
7.40 Would I Lie to You? 
8.20 QI XL. With Josh Widdicombe, Sue Perkins,
Frank Skinner and Alan Davies 
9.00 QI XL. Sara Pascoe, Alan Davies,  
Stephen K Amos and Jason Manford
10.00 Meet The Richardsons at Christmas. The
families attempt to create the perfect Christmas 
for daughter Elsie. See Viewing Guide
10.40 Mock the Week
11.20 Taskmaster. Kerry Godliman and Jessica
Knappett resort to soapy violence
12.20am Would I Lie to You? 1.00 QI XL 1.40
Meet The Richardsons at Christmas 2.35 QI XL
3.25 Mock the Week 4.00 Teleshopping 

6.00am Teleshopping 7.15 Birds of a Feather
8.25 The Bill 9.30 Classic Holby City 10.55
Classic Casualty 12.00 The Bill 1.00pm Classic
EastEnders 2.15 A Place to Call Home 3.20
Peak Practice 4.20 All Creatures Great and Small
5.20 As Time Goes By
6.00 Keeping Up Appearances (AD) 
6.40 Keeping Up Appearances (AD) 
7.20 Last of the Summer Wine. Auntie
Wainwright’s bargain proves a puzzle 
8.00 The Inspector Lynley Mysteries.
Feature-length episode. The detective 
investigates the murder of a former war
photographer, uncovering a trail leading 
to an executed Bosnian family (4/4)
10.00 New Tricks. Standing links the death of a
bookmaker’s father with the kidnapping of a
champion greyhound. Meanwhile, a widow
mounts a protest outside the station (6/8) (AD)
11.20 Spooks. Lucas’s Russian torturer visits
London with information he is willing to share
only with his former prisoner (4/8)
12.40am The Bill. Police drama 1.45 Judge
John Deed (AD) 4.00 Teleshopping 

6.00am The Day When Churchill Chose War
7.10 Impossible Engineering (AD) 8.00 Murder
Maps 9.00 The World at War 10.00 VE Day:
Countdown to Peace 11.00 Abandoned
Engineering (AD) 12.00 Great Continental
Railway Journeys 1.00pm Antiques Roadshow
2.00 Train Truckers 3.00 The Architecture The
Railways Built (AD) 4.00 Abandoned
Engineering (AD) 5.00 WW2: Battles for Europe 
6.00 The World at War
7.00 Great Continental Railway Journeys. 
From the Italian Riviera to the Austrian Alps
8.00 Forbidden History. Cutting-edge 
archaeological investigations reveal new secrets 
about the life of Moses (11/11) (AD)
9.00 Open All Hours. Arkwright expands his
empire by opening a mobile shop
9.40 Open All Hours. Arkwright loses his
trousers on the way to a wedding 
10.20 Open All Hours
11.00 Abandoned Engineering (8/11) (AD)
12.00 WW2: Battles for Europe 1.00am The
Day When Churchill Chose War 2.00 Forbidden 
History (AD) 3.00 Teleshopping 

ITV3 ITV4 Yesterday

7.00pm Christmas University Challenge.
Famous graduates of Guildhall School of Music
and Drama and UCL battle it out
7.30 The Joy of Painting. The American artist
Bob Ross paints a tropical seascape 
8.00 Tudor Monastery Farm. 
Ruth Goodman, Peter Ginn and Tom Pinfold
celebrate Christmas as it would have been done
in 1500, making Tudor decorations (AD)
9.00 Great Barrier Reef. Revealing how an array
of creatures travel thousands of miles to visit
the reef, and considering how climate change
could affect its future (3/3) (r) (AD)
10.00 The Yorkshire Ripper Files: A Very British
Crime Story. The documentary charts the arrest,
trial and conviction of Peter Sutcliffe, and the
legacy for the relatives of his victims and the
survivors of his attacks. Last in the series
11.00 The Sound of TV with Neil Brand. The
composer addresses the history and use of music
in television, beginning by examining the
enduring power of the theme tune
12.00 Make! Craft Britain 1.00am The Joy of 
Painting 1.30 Tudor Monastery Farm (AD)
2.30-3.30 Great Barrier Reef (r) (SL) 

6.00am Report On Litter 6.05 FILM: Two on
the Tiles (PG, 1951) Comedy (b/w) 7.35 The
David Niven Show (b/w) 8.05 FILM: I’ll Turn 
To You (U, 1946) Musical (b/w) 10.00 Robin’s 
Nest 10.30 FILM: Those People Next Door
(U, 1953) Comedy drama starring Jack Warner
(b/w) 12.05pm Snow 12.15 FILM: Who
Killed the Cat? (U, 1966) Mystery starring
Mary Merrall (b/w) 2.00 Rooms 2.30 The Man
Who Gave a Damn 4.15 FILM: Circumstantial
Evidence (PG, 1952) Crime drama starring
Rona Anderson (b/w) 5.30 Rooms
6.00 The Adventures of Robin Hood (b/w)
6.30 Dustbin Parade
6.35 FILM: The Rebel (U, 1961)
Comedy starring Tony Hancock 
8.40 The Other Man
9.00 The Mind of Mr JG Reeder (6/8)
10.00 FILM: The Mind Benders (12, 1963)
Thriller starring Dirk Bogarde (b/w)
12.10am FILM: Remember My Name (15,
1978) Satirical drama starring Geraldine Chaplin
2.10 FILM: Somewhere in Camp (U, 1942)
Comedy 4.00 The Mind of Mr JG Reeder (b/w)
5.00 Amos Burke, Secret Agent (b/w)

8.55am Kirstie’s Handmade Treasures 9.15 
A Place in the Sun: Summer Sun 10.05 Find It,
Fix It, Flog It 12.05pm Escape to the Château:
DIY (AD) 1.10 Building the Dream (AD) 2.15
Four in a Bed 4.55 The Secret Life of the Zoo 
(AD) 5.55 Escape to the Château: DIY (AD)
6.55 Grand Designs New Zealand (AD) 
7.55 Grand Designs. Design engineer Joe Stuart 
and service designer Lina Nilsson take on the
London property market, as they build their own
home on a small 38-square-metre plot (AD)
9.00 Great British Island Escapes. Alison
Steadman’s island adventure concludes
in the Isles of Scilly (3/3) (AD)
10.00 24 Hours in A&E. A 53-year-old man is
brought in by ambulance after a work-related 
accident on a building site, and in his hour of 
need he turns to his lifelong friend Barrie (AD)
11.05 8 Out of 10 Cats Does Countdown. 
Jon Richardson and Cariad Lloyd take 
on Alan Carr and Kevin Bridges
12.05am Ramsay’s Kitchen Nightmares USA.
An Italian family restaurant 1.00 24 Hours in
A&E (AD) 2.05 The Dog House (AD) 3.10-3.40
Food Unwrapped (AD) 4.00 Teleshopping 

11.00am Angel and the Badman (U, 1947)
Western with John Wayne (b/w) (AD) 
1.10pm The Guns of Fort Petticoat
(PG, 1957) Western with Audie Murphy y
2.50 Houseboat (U, 1958) Comedy starring
Cary Grant and Sophia Loren. See Viewing Guide
5.00 Last Train from Gun Hill (12, 1959)
Western starring Kirk Douglas 6.50 Teenage
Mutant Ninja Turtles: Out of the Shadows 
(12, 2016) The sewer-dwelling heroes discover
their arch enemy has returned and has joined
forces with an alien warlord. Action adventure 
sequel starring Megan Fox 9.00 Den of 
Thieves (15, 2018) The Los Angeles county
sheriffs’ department hunts a gang of criminals
plotting an audacious bank heist. Crime drama
starring Gerard Butler 11.45 Mike and Dave
Need Wedding Dates (15, 2016) Two 
party-loving brothers try to find respectable
dates for their sister’s Hawaii wedding. Comedy 
starring Zac Efron 1.50am-4.00 The
Principles of Lust (18, 2003) An artist is
forced to choose between a life with his
girlfriend, and a hedonistic whirl of sex, drugs
and rock ’n’ roll. Drama with Alec Newman

7.00am The Ellen DeGeneres Show 8.00
Emmerdale (AD, SL) 8.30 You’ve Been Framed! 
Gold: A-Z of Growing Up 9.25 Superstore (AD)
10.25 Dress to Impress 11.25 Love Bites (AD)
12.25pm Emmerdale (AD) 12.55 You’ve Been
Framed! Gold: Unleashed! 2.00 The Ellen
DeGeneres Show 2.55 Supermarket Sweep 
3.55 Dress to Impress
6.00 Love Bites (AD)
7.00 You’ve Been Framed! Gold Unwrapped.
Harry Hill narrates
7.30 You’ve Been Framed! Gold 
8.00 Two and a Half Men
8.30 Two and a Half Men
9.00 Hell’s Kitchen. The final four cook for club
goers who have taken over Hell’s Kitchen
10.00 The Emily Atack Show. 
Emily turns her attention to growing up
10.50 Family Guy (AD) 
11.20 Family Guy (AD) 
11.50 American Dad! (AD)
12.15am American Dad! (AD) 12.45 Shopping
with Keith Lemon 1.15 The Cleveland Show
(AD) 2.10 Two and a Half Men 3.05 The Stand
Up Sketch Show 3.30 Teleshopping

BBC Four Talking Pictures More4 ITV2Film4

Dave Drama
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MindGames

Fill the grid 
using the 
numbers 1 to 9 
only. The 
numbers in each 
horizontal or 
vertical run of 
white squares 
add up to the 
total in the 
triangle to its left 
or above it. The 
same number 
may occur more 
than once in a 
row or column, 
but not within 
the same run of 
white squares.
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Fill the blank squares so that every row and column contains 
each of the numbers 1 to 5 once only. The symbols between 
the squares indicate whether a number is larger (>) or smaller 
(<) than the number next to it.

All the digits 1 to 6 must appear in every row and column. In 
each thick-line “block”, the target number in the top left-hand 
corner is calculated from the digits in all the cells in the block, 
using the operation indicated by the symbol.

 Futoshiki No 3843 KenKen Medium No 5133

First impressions 
 
Last week’s article focused on the 
metagame. The metagame is the 
general flow of play, observing and 
noting which players have adjusted 
their natural style as a result of 
recent events. Remember that the 
reverse also applies and the better 
players will be watching you and 
making similar mental notes.  

How you play is referred to as 
your “image”. It is important to 
note that your image may not 
always correlate to your natural 
style, especially in the early stages 
of play. Perhaps your inclination 
is to play conservatively but in the 
first hour or so you just happen to 
get dealt a whole bunch of pre-
mium hands. So you are in the 
thick of it, contesting numerous 
pots and playing aggressively. If 
the hands get to showdown, other 
players will see your holding(s) 
and understand you have been 
running well, so they can form no 
clear impression of your style.  

However, it may be the case 
that your (justified) aggression in 
these pots forces other players out 
and your actual hands remain a 
mystery to everyone but yourself. 
It is then important to realise that 
other players may have labelled 
you as the table maniac, an extre-
mely (over)-aggressive player, and 
you can work this to your advan-
tage. The competent players will 
now want to take you on, assum-
ing you play an overly wide range 
that they can exploit by putting 
you under pressure. Bearing this 

in mind, you will be patient and 
enter pots only with strong hands 
— much stronger than the opposi-
tion give you credit for. You will 
now be in a great position to feed 
off any unjustified aggression that 
comes your way. 

The reverse can also apply. 
Let’s assume (hard to believe, I 
know) that you get dealt endless 
garbage for the first two or three 
hours and remain almost invisible 
at the table. Now you will have 
been labelled as the table “nit” (nit 
being ultra-tight). Unfortunately 
for you the rot has set in and this 
trend continues. This is not the 
time to be patient. Do not sit there 
and wait for your luck to change.  

Instead, take arms against this 
sea of troubles by spotting good 
moments to enter a pot (preferably 
raising a loose but decent player), 
almost regardless of your actual 
hand. A competent opponent will 
not think, “Great! A chance to take 
on the nit with their super-strong 
range” but instead, “Oh God, the 
dormant volcano is rumbling; I’m 
outta here,” and fold all but their 
very best hands. Grab a couple of 
good opportunties and you can 
quickly recoup chips that dribbled 
away while you were card dead. 
Stealing such pots is how strong 
players maintain a decent stack in 
tournaments during lean periods. 

In poker, as in life, first impres-
sions are everything. What you do 
in the initial hour or so at the 
table is how you will be remem-
bered and noted. Be aware of this 
and use it to your advantage.  
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Slide the letters either horizontally or vertically back into the grid to produce a 
completed crossword. Letters are allowed to slide over other letters

Every letter in this crossword-style grid has been substituted for a number from 1 
to 26. Each letter of the alphabet appears in the grid at least once. Use the letters 
already provided to work out the identity of further letters. Enter letters in the main 
grid and the smaller reference grid until all 26 letters of the alphabet have been 
accounted for. Proper nouns are excluded. Yesterday’s solution, right

Cluelines Stuck on Codeword? To receive 4 random clues call 0901 293 6262 or 
text TIMECODE to 84901. Calls cost £1 plus your telephone company’s network 
access charge. Texts cost £1 plus your standard network charge. For the full solution 
call 0905 757 0142. Calls cost £1 per minute plus your telephone company’s network 
access charge. SP: Spoke, 0333 202 3390 (Mon-Fri, 9am-5.30pm).

Winners will receive a Collins English Dictionary & Thesaurus
Solve the puzzle and text in the numbers in the three 
shaded boxes. Text TIMES followed by a space, then 
your three numbers, eg, TIMES 123, plus your name, 
address and postcode to 84901 (UK only), by midnight. 
Or enter by phone. Call 09012 925274 (ROI 1516 303 501) 
by midnight. Leave your three answer numbers (in any 
order) and your contact details.
Calls cost £1 (ROI €1.50) plus your telephone company’s 
network access charge. Texts cost £1 plus your standard 
network charge. Winners will be picked at random from 
all correct answers received. One draw per week. Lines 
close at midnight tonight. If you call or text after this 
time you will not be entered but will still be charged. 
SP: Spoke, 0333 202 3390 (Mon-Fri, 9am-5.30pm).

Fill the grid so 
that every 
column, every 
row and every 
3x2 box contains 
the digits 1 to 6

What are your favourite puzzles in MindGames? 
Email: puzzles@thetimes.co.uk

Lay tracks to enable the train to travel from village A to village 
B. The numbers indicate how many sections of rail go in each 
row and column. There are only straight rails and curved rails. 
The track cannot cross itself.

 Win a Dictionary & Thesaurus

 Train Tracks No 1195

 Lexica No 5605 No 5606
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 Codeword No 4141

 Winning Move

 Poker Byron Jacobs

 ________  
áWDWDWDkD] 
àDW1WDpDW] 
ßW0pgWhpD] 
Þ0WDWDWDW] 
ÝWDW$WDWD] 
Ü)PDWDW)Q] 
ÛWGPDW)BI] 
ÚDWDW4WDW] 
WÁÂÃÄÅÆÇÈW 

White to play. 
This position is from 
Gordievsky-Chandra, Midwest 
Collegiate Blitz, lichess.org 2020.
 
It is often the case that the 
contours of a potential tactical 
coup are fairly obvious but it 
takes some imagination to find 
the most accurate continuation. 
This is the case here. White 
clearly has potential along the 
a1-h8 diagonal but how to land 
the haymaker is not obvious. 
Can you find it? 

For more puzzles, including an extra 
Codeword, Train Tracks and Futoshiki 
go to page 10
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into square or 
rectangular 
blocks, each 
containing one 
digit only. Every 
block must 
contain the 
number of cells 
indicated by the 
digit inside it.

Enter each of 
the numbers 
from 1 to 9 in 
the grid, so that 
the six sums 
work. We’ve 
placed two 
numbers to get 
you started. 
Each sum 
should be 
calculated left 
to right or top 
to bottom.

From these letters, make words of 
four or more letters, always including 
the central letter. Answers must be in 
the Concise Oxford Dictionary, excluding 
capitalised words, plurals, conjugated 
verbs (past tense etc), adverbs ending 
in LY, comparatives and superlatives. 
How you rate 12 words, average; 
17, good; 23, very good; 29, excellent

B C

L A U N C H

O N O

B O I L E R

O E

D E N S E

C A N B

W A

A P K

B I K I N I

T L N

F L A G

1 Popes or bishops of Rome 2 Strictly Come Dancing
3 KGB 4 Blinkers 5 A [nuclear] submarine 6 Alan 
Turing 7 Gerry Rafferty 8 Romania 9 Cross of Iron
10 Lichen 11 Turkey 12 Takashi Murakami
13 Gayageum or kayagum 14 Surfing 15 Lalibela

1 Rh4 looks tempting but 1 ... 
Nh5 keeps Black in the game. 
Correct is 1 Re4! when 1 ... Rxe4 
2 Bxf6 creates an unstoppable 
mate threat on h8 and 1 ... 
Nxe4 2 Qh8 is immediate mate

Kakuro 2801

Futoshiki 3842 Lexica 5604

Lexica 5603Cell Blocks 4023 Set Square 2804

Suko 3042

Train Tracks 1194

Metagnathous (b) Having 
crossed tips like the beak of 
a crossbill 
Pochette (b) A envelope-
shaped handbag
Shellycoat (a) A mythical 
creature dressed in shells who 
haunts rivers and streams

Word watch

Chess — Winning Move

1 Rummy
2 Mucky
3 Collie
4 Barracks
5 Jurassic

Quintagram

Quiz

Easy 75; Medium 2,050; Harder 684

Brain Trainer

Yesterday’s answers 

cent, cento, cone, conte, context, cote, 
eco, eon, exon, net, nett, next, note, 
octet, once, one, tec, ten, tent, text, toe, 
tone, tote

 times2 Crossword No 8457  Brain Trainer

A
N
S
W
E
R

EASY 48 ÷ 4 DOUBLE
IT

÷ 12 x 9

A
N
S
W
E
R

MEDIUM 9 – 5

A
N
S
W
E
R

HARDER 86 ÷ 5 x 3

÷ 5

x 7

DOUBLE
IT

+ 12

CUBE
 IT

41/41

OF IT
+ + 3

TREBLE
IT

+ 15

x 6 ÷ 2

87/877

OF IT
+ – 20

65/655

OF IT
+ + 239

43/4433

OF IT
+ – 7

x 3

109/199

OF IT
– TREBLE

IT

Across
7 Retinue of attendants (5)
8 Mosquito-borne disease (7)
9 Extend (7)

10 Statement of belief (5)
11 Subtle emanation (4)
12 Clergyman (8)
15 22 Across frff om below (8)
16 School homework (4)

19 Inddian currency ((5))
21 Surround completely (7)
22 Hold up (7)
23 Twisted cotton yarn (5)

Down

  1 Ideal or perfeff ct place (6)
2 Enjn oyed fuff lly (8)
3 Messenger;
    representativii e (5)
4 Softff , limp (7)
5 Strongly recommend (4)
6 Process of childbirth (6)
8 Excellent, very fiff ne (11)

1311 Shelled reptile (8)
14 Liberty; licence (7)
15 Rising surge or flff ow (6)
17 Submit (charges) (6)
18 Skin on top of the head (5)
20 Immature insect foff rm (4)

Solution to Crossword 8456

1 2 3 654

7 8

9 10

11 12 13

14

15 1716

18

19 20 21

22 23

C L O V E N H O O F
F B E I A G U
A N O R A K S I D L E D
C L R H L E D
E Y E D O N T H E S L Y
T R N U E D
H O O P O E N A S S A U
E M B D A D
M Y S T I Q U E T H U D
U P N R H A I
S A U N A S C O U R G E
I R T A O A S
C O N S E C R A T E

 Cell Blocks No 4024
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  Polygon  Set Square No 2805

Please note, BODMAS does not apply

  Solutions Killer Tricky No 7482

 Killer Deadly No 7483

As with standard Sudoku, fill the grid so that every column, 
every row and every 3x3 box contains the digits 1 to 9. Each set 
of cells joined by dotted lines must add up to the target number 
in its top-left corner. Within each set of cells joined by dotted 
lines, a digit cannot be repeated.

Need help with today’s puzzle? Call 0905 757 0143 to check the 
answers. Calls cost £1 per minute plus your telephone company’s 
network access charge. SP: Spoke, 0333 202 3390 (Mon-Fri 9am-5.30pm).

Cluelines Stuck on Sudoku, Killer or KenKen? Call 0901 293 
6263 before midnight to receive four clues for any of today’s 
puzzles. Calls cost £1 plus your telephone company’s network 
access charge. SP: Spoke, 0333 202 3390 (Mon-Fri 9am-5.30pm).

TThhee NNeexxtt LLeevvvevevevevevevvell
3366.. HHaanndd EEvvvEvaavalluuaattiioonn
((iiiiii)) RRoooRotttttteenn HHoonnoouurrss

Queens and jacks (quacks) can be 
very useful; or worth nothing. Quacks
in the opponents’ suits and/or in part-
ner’s short suits are worth little — 
they’ll fall under the opponents’ ace-
king. They’re “rotten honours” and 
can be largely discounted.

Exercise: Left-hand opponent ee
opens 1♥ and partner makes a take-
out double. Right-hand opponent 
jumps to 3♥, semi-pre-emptive after 
the double. What now with these?

With the first, pass. ♥QJ9 is a
purely defensive holding, worth a
trick defending an opposing heart
contract but worth little in a spade
contract. Swap your major-suit
honours so you have ♠QJ98,
♥A92, ♦982, ♣J32 (or, even bet-
ter, ♠QJ98, ♥982, ♦A92, ♣J32)
and you’d have a far more offense-
oriented hand: your ♠QJ are
worth a lot if spades are trumps 
but not defending hearts. You’d 
scrape up a 3♠  bid. 

Moving to the second, how many 
points do you have? I hope you 
answered, “Five”. The ♥QJ are “rotten 
honours”, very probably falling under 
the opponents’ ♥AK. Indeed, you’d 
rather have ♥32 than ♥QJ, for hold-
ing ♥QJ means the opponents will 
have compensating values elsewhere 
for their bidding. Don’t bid 3♠ with 
this effective five-count, in spite of 
holding a fifth spade; if you can make 
nine tricks, partner is bound to take 
you overboard to 4♠ , expecting more. 

The third is far more offensive 
and you have a clear 3♠  bid. One
downside though: although all your 
honours are working, you’d rather 
not have two hearts. With the
opponents implying nine hearts, 
holding two hearts means partner 
also rates to have two. 

The fourth has eight working 
points, a lovely 5431 shape and, cru-
cially, four small hearts. This marks
partner with very short hearts. The 
hands will fit like the proverbial 
gloves — if partner has♠KQxx, ♥-,
♦AKxxx, ♣xxxx, you can make 6♠
with just 20 high-card points. Jump 
to 4♠  — more worried you’ll miss 
slam than go down in game.

3♠  drifts one down, provided E-W 
switch to a black suit after ♥AK,
not diamonds. Declarer loses a
slow club in addition to ♥AK and
♦AK. andrew.robson@thetimes.co.uk

N

W     E
S

                                                       1♥
        1♠        2♥           3♠ (1)    Pass(2)
        Pass       Pass

(1) Raising pre-emptively to the (nine-card)
level of the spade fit.
(2) The key decision — NOT 4♥. East’s ♠QJ 
are effectively ♠xx (or worse) and their 
♣QJ rate to be worth little. Only because
their partner has the two red kings do they
make even eight tricks (losing ♠AK, ♣AK 
and a slow diamond), let alone ten.

        S            W              N               E

♠QJ
♥AQ753
♦A987
♣QJ

♠10842
♥84
♦Q1042
♣A74

♠AK975
♥J9
♦J6
♣K983

♠63
♥K1062
♦K53
♣10652

♠A9832
♥QJ
♦982
♣ J32

♠A9832
♥62
♦QJ2
♣ J32

♠AJ982
♥6432
♦QJ2
♣ 2

Dealer: East

Vul: Neither

♠A982
♥QJ9
♦982
♣ J32

 Bridge Andrew Robson

Sudoku 12,012

Killer 7480

Sudoku 12,013

Killer 7481

Sudoku 12,014

Quick Cryptic 1761

KenKen 5132

Codeword 4140

17 + 20 18 x 10 17 + 22 4 + 40

33 x 10 10 + 18 9 x 28 41 + 1

33 + 10 22 x 17 28 + 9 17 x 20

40 x 4 41 x 1 15 x 17 17 + 15

39 44

330 28 252 42

37 180

37 340

160 41 255 32

43 374

Tetonor 107



09.12.20

 Sudoku Difficult No 12,015 Fiendish No 12,016 Super fiendish No 12,017 Word watch
David Parfitt

Metagnathous
a Peripheral
b Crossing at the tip of 
the beak
c Of such weight as to 
slow movement

Pochette
a A dainty breed of duck
b An envelope-shaped 
handbag
c A container for garlic

Shellycoat
a A mythical creature 
of waterways
b The jacket of a pearly 
king or queen
c An encrustation of 
salt on objects exposed 
to sea air

Answers on page 15

 The Times Quick Cryptic No 1762 by Mara

Across
1  Short of breath, bird tiring in  
 the end (7)
5  Break that’s the same! (4)
7  Bird in the pecking order the  
 last, last of all (5)
8  Mix-up in letters for settler,  
 say? (7)
10  Food and drink! (3)
11  Seeing problem certainly in  
 damaged retina (9)
13  Right deal I arranged for   
 phone again (6)
14  Order I’m to send back for  
 cereal grass (6)
17  Around cut of lamb ribs, stick  
 crispy skin (9)
19  Virtually broken vehicle (3)
20  Garment: tailored thing, that is  
 (7)
22  Son entering extra code name  
 (5)
23  In Marseille, a perfect spring  
 (4)
24  Bit of fun following the blue  
 bird (7)

Down
1  Caribbean actor in Peru,   
 improvised (6,5)
2  Advance benefiting hospital  
 room (7)
3  Not knowing where torch   
 required? (2,3,4)
4  Cow, for example, one hurting  
 knee? (6)
5  Main letter read out (3)
6  Vessel in China or Taiwan (5)
9  Little spike, we hear, for cut of  
 meat (6,5)
12  Skinny and without teeth,   
 what’s-his-name? (9)
15  Country lake on European  
 peninsula (7)
16  Those with stripes, good in  
 lines (6)
18  View what could be acute? (5)
21  Best spinner (3)

1 2 3 4 5 6

7 8 9

10 11 12

13 14 15

16

17 18 19

20 21 22

23 24
Yesterday’s solution on page 15
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15

ALAMY

Fill the grid so that every column, every row and every 3x3 box contains the digits 1 to 9. 

Place the numbers 1 to 9 in the spaces so 
that the number in each circle is equal to 
the sum of the four surrounding spaces, 
and each colour total is correct

 The Times Daily Quiz Olav Bjortomt

Answers on page 15

1 The Liber Pontificalis 
is a book of biographies 
of which men from 
St Peter to the 15th 
century? 

2 Premiering in 2011, 
Danse avec les stars is 
the French version of 
which BBC One show? 

3 Vladimir Putin 
served for 16 years, 
including a spell in 
foreign intelligence 
in East Germany, in 
which agency? 

4 Which pair of small 
leather screens are 
attached to a horse’s 
bridle to prevent it 
seeing sideways? 

5 In the Tom Clancy 
novel The Hunt for 
Red October, what is 
Red October? 

6 The T in the name of 
the Captcha website-
protection program 
refers to which English 
computer-science pioneer?

7 Which Scottish musician 
started out as Billy 
Connolly’s Humblebums 
bandmate before 
forming Stealers Wheel? 

8 Which EU country’s 
major cities include 

Craiova, Galati, Cluj-
Napoca and Ploietis? 

9 Set in 1943 on the 
Eastern Front, which 
1977 film was director 
Sam Peckinpah’s only 
war film? 

10 Litmus is a mixture 
of coloured compounds 
obtained from 
several species of 
Dutch-grown what? 

11 The Black Sea city
of Rize is known as 
the tea capital of 
which country?

12 Which “Warhol of 
Japan” created his first 
signature character, 
the sharp-toothed Mr 
DOB, in 1993? 

13 Musician Hwang 
Byung-ki (1936-2018) 
was a master of which 
Korean board zither 
with 12 silk strings? 

14 In Australian slang 
a “waxhead” is a 
devotee of which 
surface water sport? 

15 The pictured rock-
hewn church, one of 
11, is located where in 
Ethiopia? 

 Suko No 3042

For interactive puzzles visit
thetimes.co.uk

For extra 
puzzles

See page 10
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