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Cereal numbers 

on the rise

After years of decline, 

the cereal industry has 

seen an uptick this year, 

as more consumers are 

working and learning at 

home. Retail sales for the 

previous year through …

11/5/16
$8.73B

10/31/20
$8.98B

11/2/19
11/3/18

11/4/17
$8.51B

$8.36B
$8.29B
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Design evolves as people
work, learn, stay at home

Builders incorporate key spaces such as offices,
outdoor areas in their new floor plans. In Money

20 films to help you cope
with holiday heartbreak 

So you got dumped at Thanksgiving. We know, it
hurts. Try these movies to lift your spirits. In Life

‘Right stuff’:
USAF test
pilot Yeager
remembered

Chuck Yeager was “The
Fastest Man Alive” when
he became the first to fly
faster than the speed of
sound, and he continued
to break records. In News

MARTIN E. KLIMEK
FOR USA TODAY

As the COVID-19 pandemic rages
unabated across the United States,
December is already breaking records –
only a week in.

Public health experts warned for
some time that a winter surge would
come. But four who spoke with USA
TODAY said they have been stunned by
the dismal trajectory of the virus over
nine grueling months, and they never
expected the nation to be in as bad a
position as it is right now.

“I don’t think there’s a single person
anywhere who thought that we would
still be facing this in December, let alone
that this would be at such a peak at this
particular time,” said Dr. Robert Amler,
dean of New York Medical College’s
School of Health Sciences and Practice
and a former chief medical officer at the
federal Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention.

Ali Mokdad, chief strategy officer for 

Ryan W. Miller
USA TODAY

See SURGE, Page 4A

Congress is rushing to pass a pro-
posed COVID-19 relief bill as millions of
Americans face losing their jobless
benefits at the end of the month.

Lawmakers in Washington have been
deadlocked over another stimulus pack-
age for months. Last week, however, key
lawmakers appeared to make conces-
sions in hopes a bill could pass before
both chambers leave for the holidays.

Leaders in the House and Senate
have restarted discussions and say the
best chance in passing any relief is by
adding it to the annual spending bill. But
that would have to happen quickly be-
cause the House is scheduled to leave
town at the end of the week. 

A potential deal is coming down to the
wire as 12 million Americans are set to
lose their unemployment benefits the day
after Christmas. Eviction moratoriums
for renters and protections for student
borrowers are also set to expire, as well as
a federal program for paid family leave.

Jessica Menton
USA TODAY

See STIMULUS, Page 4A

WASHINGTON – An independent
investigation into tragedies at Fort
Hood, including the bludgeoning mur-
der of Spc. Vanessa Guillen, found that
leadership at the Army’s largest base
created a “permissive environment”

that let sexual harass-
ment and assault and
other crimes occur with
little consequence. 

The report, released
Tuesday, is a scathing
indictment of a dys-
functional Army culture
and called for changes

in staffing and programs to protect sol-
diers from assault. It found systemic
failures starting with Army leaders
who failed to address known problems
with sexual assault and crime to un-

14 Army leaders
fired, suspended
at Fort Hood
Tom Vanden Brook
USA TODAY

Guillen

See FORT HOOD, Page 6A

CORONAVIRUS PANDEMIC VACCINE DISTRIBUTION

US on verge of first vaccines 
At the White House: ‘Summit’ highlights fast development as
questions arise over number of doses America gets, distribution

How did the US get to this point? Nine months into pandemic, as
COVID-19 rages across nation, December already breaking records

More stimulus? Congress rushes to pass proposed relief bill that
skips another round of checks but boosts unemployment benefit 

President Donald Trump had predicted 100 million doses by Dec. 31, but the
White House now expects 20 million vaccinations. SAUL LOEB/AFP VIA GETTY IMAGES

With cases surging at a record pace, millions in California are under orders to
stay home to keep from overwhelming hospitals with infected patients. AP

About 12 million Americans are set to lose unemployment benefits Dec. 26,
and eviction moratoriums to protect renters are set to expire. MICHAEL WYKE/AP

IN NATION’S HEALTH

Vaccine could be days away 
U.S. regulators are meeting Thursday to
discuss emergency use authorization.
Doses could start rolling out across
America within hours after that.

Results of trials
A leading vaccine may be authorized
for ages 16 and older, while testing
continues on vaccinations for 12- to
15-year-olds. 

Biden to order masks
The president-elect says he will
require masks in federal buildings and
on interstate transportation such as
planes, trains and buses for 100 days.

15 million cases
As the U.S. hit a new high for
infections, nearly 1 in 22 Americans
overall have tested positive.

‘V-Day’ in UK
A 90-year-old grandmother in the U.K.
becomes the first person to receive a
coronavirus vaccine in a Western
country. “It’s the best thing that has
ever happened,” she said.

WASHINGTON – President Donald
Trump, his days in office numbered,
sought to take credit for emerging
COVID-19 vaccines Tuesday while tout-
ing a vague executive order designed to
prioritize Americans for inoculations –
all amid questions about how many
doses would be available and how soon
they would be distributed.

The White House “summit,” which
Trump used to highlight the speedy de-
velopment of several vaccine candi-
dates and their expected FDA authori-
zation, came as the administration
faced scrutiny over whether it ordered
enough doses to rapidly inoculate the
public from a pandemic that has killed
more than 284,000 Americans.

“They say it’s somewhat of a miracle,
and I think that’s true,” Trump said.
“This is one of the greatest miracles in
the history of modern-day medicine.”

David Jackson and John Fritze
USA TODAY

See VACCINES, Page 6A
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Sterling silver sea life necklace

Capture the beauty of the sea

with our shining necklace.

Expertly crafted in diamond-cut

and polished sterling silver

with a myriad of sea creatures.

A feel-good gift

at a just-right price!

Ross-Simons Item #D00920

To receive this special offer, use offer code: BEACH277

1.800.556.7376 or visit ross-simons.com/beach

$59
Plus Free Shipping

Sterling Silver Sea Life Necklace
Polished and diamond-cut details.

1" wide. 18" sterling silver cable chain. Lobster clasp.

Available in gold over silver. Item #922759

Also available in 20" $65

Shown larger for detail.

The aviation world is mourning the
death of Chuck Yeager, a decorated U.S.
Air Force test pilot who became the first
person to fly faster than the speed of
sound in 1947.

Yeager, 97, was remembered Monday
as “America’s greatest Pilot” in a tweet
attributed to his wife, Victoria Scott
D’Angelo.

He was “the most righteous of all
those with the right stuff,” said Maj.
Gen. Curtis Bedke, commander of the
Air Force Flight Test Center at Edwards. 

Although he is most famous for earn-
ing the title “The Fastest Man Alive,”
Yeager continued to break records and
returned to combat after breaking the
sound barrier.

Still, Yeager never sought the spot-
light and in 2011 told NPR that he was
just “at the right place at the right time.”

“You don’t do it for the – to get your
damn picture on the front page of the
newspaper,” he told the outlet. “You do it
because it’s duty. It’s your job.”

Here’s a look at his remarkable ca-
reer.

Yeager rose through the ranks as a
World War II pilot

Born in West Virginia in 1923, Yeager
joined the Air Force at 18 where he rose
to fame as a fighter pilot in World War II,
according to his website. He was credit-
ed with shooting down at least a dozen
enemy aircraft – including more than
four planes twice in one day: Oct. 12 and
Nov. 27, 1944, according to CNN editorial
research.

He was shot down on his eighth com-
bat mission in March 1944 but was able
to evade capture with the help of the
French, rejoin his unit in England and
eventually return to combat, his website
said. 

After WWII, Yeager became a test pi-
lot who broke numerous records for
speed and altitude.

Yeager broke the sound barrier at
24

Yeager broke the sound barrier while
flying over California’s Mojave Desert in

1947. His X-1 aircraft was lifted to 25,000
feet and then released through the
bomb bay of a B-29, soaring to 40,000
feet and exceeding 662 mph, the sound
barrier at that altitude.

Yeager’s feat was kept top secret for
about a year when the world thought the
British had broken the sound barrier
first. His celebrity status rose further
when the story of his most celebrated
accomplishment was captured in Tom
Wolfe’s best-selling 1979 book “The
Right Stuff,” and he was portrayed by
Sam Shepard in the 1983 movie it in-
spired.

President Harry S. Truman awarded
him the Collier air trophy in December
1948 for his breaking the sound barrier.

In 2012, on the 65th anniversary and
at age 89, Yeager did it again as a pas-
senger in an F-15 at Nellis Air Force Base
near Las Vegas.

He continued to set records and
returned to combat

Among the flights he made after
breaking the sound barrier was one on
Dec. 12. 1953, when he flew an X-1A to a
record of more than 1,600 mph.

Yeager also returned to fly combat
missions in the Korean and Vietnam
wars. He retired from the military in
1975 having flown 10,131.6 hours in some
361 different types and models of mili-
tary aircraft during his career, according
to his website. Yeager was also awarded
the Silver Star, the Distinguished Flying
Cross, the Bronze Star, the Air Medal
and the Purple Heart. He received the
Presidential Medal of Freedom in 1985.

He continued working as a consult-
ant to the Air Force and Northrop Corp.
and became well known to younger gen-
erations as a television pitchman for

automotive parts and heat pumps.
Contributing: Steve Kiggins, USA TO-

DAY; The Associated Press

Aviator changed how the world would fly
N'dea Yancey-Bragg
USA TODAY

Chuck Yeager explains it was his duty to fly the plane, at a news conference at Edwards Air Force Base, Calif., in 1997, after
flying in an F-15 fighter breaking the sound barrier again during the 50th anniversary of supersonic flight. AP FILE PHOTOS

Yeager flew a jet under a Charleston,
W.Va., bridge in 1948, a feat that went
unreported by the media.

Mount Everest got a smidge taller
Tuesday when China and Nepal agreed
on the height of the world’s tallest peak. 

The two countries had long had dif-
ferent measurements on how tall the
mountain that sits on their border really
is. On Tuesday, the two governments
announced the new official height:
8,848.86 meters, about 29,032 feet.

That’s taller than what China and Ne-
pal both had down for Everest’s height.
Nepal had said the mountain was 8,848
meters, about 29,029 feet, while China
didn’t count the snow cap and placed it
at 8,844.43 meters, about 29,017 feet.

With shifting tectonic plates, Ever-
est’s height has always been a slow-
moving target. Some had worried that
the mountain actually shrank after a
2015 earthquake, which killed around
9,000 people, including at least 19 at Ev-
erest base camp.

Both countries sent surveyors, Nepal
in 2019 and China in 2020, who agreed
on the height. Their measurements
were made official Tuesday when the
countries’ foreign ministers, Wang Yi of
China and Pradeep Gyawali of Nepal,
pressed buttons at the same time during
a news conference to reveal what each
side had calculated.

“This is a milestone in mountaineer-
ing history which will finally end the de-
bate over the height and now the world
will have one number,” said Santa Bir
Lama, president of the Nepal Mountain-
eering Association.

Lukas Furtenbach, who founded the
expedition company Furtenbach
Adventures, told USA TODAY in an
email that the change doesn’t mean as
much for climbers as changes in tem-
perature on Everest triggered by climate
change.

Still, “it’s good to see that China and
Nepal have worked together in recent
measuring using the latest technology
that gives us the most precise measure-

ment,” he said.

How many measurements 
have there been?

China and Nepal’s measurements
weren’t the only ones floating around.
The first Everest surveys came in the
mid-19th Century from Indian math-
ematician Radhanath Sikdar, who was
measuring what was then called Peak
XV. A few years later, Britain’s Sir An-
drew Scott Waugh, who named the peak
Mount Everest, said it stood 29,002 feet.

Many accepted a 1954 measurement
from the Survey of India as Everest’s of-
ficial height: About 29,029 feet. In 1999,
National Geographic’s surveyors used
GPS technology to determine Everest
was 29,035 feet.

The 2019 survey by Nepal relied on
GPS and other satellite equipment to
determine the peak’s height and snow’s
depth.

According to the BBC, Nepal used the
Bay of Bengal as Everest’s base and then
worked to create points along a 155-mile
stretch, all the way up to the summit,
which could be used to calculate the
mountain’s height.

“The project was a matter of national
pride for Nepal and a prestigious under-
taking for the Nepali government. I feel
very proud that we were able to com-
plete it successfully,” Susheel Dangol,
deputy director general at Nepal’s De-
partment of Survey, told CNN.

According to the BBC, Nepal’s lead
surveyor, Khimlal Gautam, lost his toe
due to frostbite as the team climbed the
mountain.

China’s team of surveyors used the
Yellow Sea as their base and scaled the
peak as the mountain was closed to oth-
er climbers in 2020 to prevent the
spread of COVID-19. 

Chinese President Xi Jinping, who
visited Nepal in 2019 and agreed to send
a team from his country to determine
the height, said the agreement will es-
tablish an “even closer community of a
shared future to enrich the countries
and their peoples.”

Contributing: The Associated Press

World’s highest peak
gets just a little higher
Nepal, China agree on
new mark for Everest

Ryan W. Miller
USA TODAY
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WASHINGTON

WASHINGTON – President Donald
Trump’s long-shot bid to overturn the
election became more far-fetched Tues-
day after most states appeared to meet
the deadline to guarantee that Congress
must accept their electors.

Tuesday marked the “safe harbor”
deadline. Federal law requires that Con-
gress recognize the slates of electors
chosen by states that have resolved le-
gal fights, recounts and other election
disputes by this date.

The deadline came after the Trump
campaign lost court challenges in Mich-
igan, Pennsylvania, Wisconsin, Geor-
gia, Arizona and Nevada seeking to
overturn the Nov. 3 presidential elec-
tion.

Federal judges in Michigan and Geor-
gia on Monday dismissed lawsuits from
former Trump attorney Sidney Powell,
an ally of the president, who tried to
overturn results in those states with un-
founded allegations of voter fraud. On
Tuesday, the U.S. Supreme Court denied
a request by Republican Trump allies in
Pennsylvania to invalidate the state’s
presidential election.

“With each day that passes, particu-
larly once the safe harbor deadline has
passed, the possibility of changing the
result becomes more and more remote,”
said Rebecca Green, director of William
and Mary School of Law’s election law
program. “Without credible evidence to
support the idea that there’s a problem,
it just becomes less and less likely that
anyone is going to disrupt the schedule
as it unfolds in state statutes and federal
law.”

The Associated Press reported every
state except Wisconsin appears to have
met the safe harbor deadline, locking in

the electoral votes and certify a presi-
dential and vice presidential winner. Bi-
den is set to defeat Trump 306-232 in
the Electoral College based on the certi-
fication of election results by states. 

Trump has not conceded the elec-
tion.

The safe harbor protection applies to
states that have settled “any controver-
sy or contest concerning the appoint-
ment of all or any of the electors.” States
don’t have to meet the safe harbor dead-
line to have their electors counted. But
for the states that do, their determina-
tion “shall be conclusive, and shall gov-
ern in the counting of the electoral
votes,” the act reads.

“Meaning that Congress will not sec-
ond-guess or question the state’s own
final determination,” said Ned Foley, di-
rector of the election law program at
Ohio State University’s Moritz College
of Law. “It gives the states the opportu-
nity to chart its own destiny, if you will,
with the respect to its electoral votes.
Because if they make that final determi-
nation by that deadline, that’s the an-
swer and Congress promises not to
question it.”

Trump attorney Rudy Giuliani down-
played the importance of the safe har-
bor deadline in a statement Tuesday,
saying it is “not unprecedented for elec-
tion contests to last well beyond De-
cember 8.”

But the U.S. Supreme Court recog-
nized the significance of the safe harbor
deadline in 2000 when justices halted
recount efforts in Florida so the state
could meet the deadline in the race be-
tween President George W. Bush and
Democrat Al Gore.

When Congress counts the electoral
votes on Jan. 6, it is historically a for-
mality that reaffirms the Electoral Col-
lege’s action.

Most states have locked in electoral votes 
Joey Garrison
USA TODAY

SOURCE The Cook Political Report as of 5 p.m. EST Tuesday

JIM SERGENT/USA TODAY 
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Donald Trump

270

228

232Joe Biden

238

306

Electoral votes
needed to win

Biden’s election win despite Trump’s
false claims of victory. Governors are re-
quired to communicate if they reached
safe harbor status to the U.S. archivist. 

Miriam Vincent, an attorney for the
National Archives and Records Admini-
stration, could not say how many states
met the deadline. She said some states
may have certified their elections even if

the archives hadn’t yet received a certif-
icate. 

The safe harbor deadline, outlined in
the Electoral Count Act of 1887, falls six
days before the Electoral College meets
Dec. 14 to formally cast votes for presi-
dent based on the popular votes in each
state.

Congress then meets Jan. 6 to count

WASHINGTON – President-elect
Joe Biden will nominate retired Gen.
Lloyd Austin to lead the Pentagon, ac-
cording to The Associated Press.

Austin, who would be the nation's
first Black defense secretary, rose to
the military’s loftiest ranks and has
kept one of its lowest profiles.

He was the Army’s
vice chief of staff and
led the military’s most
consequential com-
mand, Central Com-
mand, which oversees
military operations in
Iraq, Syria and Afghani-
stan. Austin prefers to

work behind the scenes, building by
consensus and leading by example.

“He won’t grandstand the president,”
said retired two-star Army Gen. Dana
Pittard, who served with Austin in the
early stages of the fight against the Is-
lamic State. “He’s not a guy who likes
the limelight. He’s a team player.”

The military has struggled to diver-
sify its senior military ranks. Austin is
one of a relatively few Black Army offi-
cers who have commanded combat
units, which is the principal route to the
highest commands in the military. This
year, Air Force Gen. Charles Brown, a
fighter pilot, became the first Black offi-
cer to lead a branch of the military. 

Austin, like former Defense Secre-
tary Jim Mattis, who also led Central
Command, will need a waiver from
Congress to win confirmation. The law
requires that troops be retired for sev-
en years before taking the post. That
was a minor issue for Mattis, a retired
Marine general, who had bipartisan
support.

Austin is a soldier’s soldier, having
commanded infantry units after grad-
uating from the U.S. Military Academy
at West Point. He rose to senior com-
mands with primary ground-fighting
units of the 3rd Infantry Division and
10th Mountain Division as they fought
in Iraq and Afghanistan. He's a deco-
rated combat veteran and was award-
ed the Silver Star, the nation’s third-
highest award for valor.

Biden selects
retired Gen.
Lloyd Austin
as defense
secretary
Savannah Behrmann
and Tom Vanden Brook
USA TODAY

Austin 

WASHINGTON – When more than a
dozen lawmakers unveiled a coronavi-
rus stimulus bill last week, it was more
than just a good-faith effort to broker a
bipartisan compromise on a standoff
that has lasted months.

It was, they hope, a sign of things to
come.

Though momentum for the $908 bil-
lion proposal is building on both sides of
the aisle, it’s not certain that the com-
promise will lead to a pre-Christmas
deal to help families, small businesses
and local governments squeezed by the
pandemic’s unrelenting grip.

But victory or not, the moderates be-
hind the package – Republicans and
Democrats, House members and sena-
tors – are signaling they plan to be more
than bystanders when a new Congress
is sworn into office in January.

“Republicans and Democrats – nei-
ther of us got everything we wanted.
(But) both of us got much of what we
wanted,” Louisiana Republican Sen. Bill
Cassidy said in a news conference an-
nouncing the COVID-19 proposal. “And I
think that combination reflects what
Congress is supposed to do: reconciling
different priorities but ultimately doing
something for the American people.”

Moderates are hoping to build on
such moments next year when, after
four years of relatively few broad legis-
lative accomplishments, they are likely
to wield more power on Capitol Hill.

The optimism is based on a few fac-
tors. President-elect Joe Biden’s dec-
ades-long relationship with Senate Ma-
jority Leader Mitch McConnell, R-Ky.,
and other leaders could lead to more
dealmaking on Capitol Hill. And regard-
less of the outcomes in the Jan. 5 Geor-
gia runoff elections that will determine
control of the Senate, narrow partisan
advantages in both chambers should
give centrists more clout to bargain.

That’s giving moderates renewed op-
timism that next year could yield deals
related to stalled issues such as infra-
structure, criminal justice and clean en-

ergy in the same way they came togeth-
er on coronavirus relief.

“One of the key messages of this elec-
tion is the American people want stuff
to get done,” said Rep. Derek Kilmer, D-
Wash., who chairs the centrist-leaning
New Democrat Coalition. 

House moderates made important
strides in the current term, getting a rule
passed that requires a floor vote on any
bill with at least 290 co-sponsors – or
two-thirds of the chamber. The change
reduces the authority House Democrat-
ic leaders have in deciding which mea-
sures deserve consideration.

They also were instrumental last
year in forcing passage of a $4.6 billion
humanitarian aid package to help mi-
grant children at the southern border
over opposition from liberals and the
initial objections of House Speaker
Nancy Pelosi, D-Calif., calling for
stronger protections.

Rep. Tom Reed, the New York Repub-
lican who co-chairs the bipartisan Prob-
lem Solvers Caucus that championed
the rules change and the humanitarian
aid deal, said there’s a significant op-
portunity for compromise in the next
Congress. And he’s hopeful that Biden,
with whom he has worked and whom he
calls an “institutionalist,” will push for
more bipartisan deals.

But while Democrats hope political
rancor will diminish in Washington with
the departure of President Donald
Trump next month, Reed said partisan
division on Capitol Hill still wields a
powerful gravitational pull – no matter
who’s in the White House.

“There’s no relationship between the
present leadership and rank-and-file
members. There’s no relationship be-
tween members in leadership with oth-
er members of leadership,” Reed said.

“It’s all politics. 24-7. It’s us versus
them.”

Moderates say one way to ease the
thaw might be the return of earmarks,
funding for specific projects usually
inserted by lawmakers into broad
spending bills. Eliminated nearly a
decade ago in an effort to contain the
spiraling federal debt, earmarks are
seen as a way to build bipartisan sup-
port for bills by including money for
projects or programs important to in-
dividual members.

Rep. Jim Banks, R-Ind., incoming
chair of the conservative Republican
Study Committee, said he expects
Democrats will be the biggest obstruc-
tionists because of infighting among
leaders, moderates and far-left mem-
bers such as “The Squad,” an informal
group of progressive lawmakers. 

“The Democrats will have a con-
stant food fight between The Squad
and Pelosi,” Banks recently told re-
porters. “Democrats will be so mired in
the infighting between the two wings
of their party that the American people
get sick of it very quickly.”

But key Senate moderates are pre-
paring for next year. West Virginia
Democrat Joe Manchin, who helped
broker the COVID-19 relief plan an-
nounced last week, and Maine Repub-
lican Susan Collins already are talking
about proposals they could team up
on, such as an infrastructure bill.

“Everybody’s not wrong, and every-
body’s not right,” Manchin said. “And
your side, just because you believe
something doesn’t make it so. So if I
can say: ‘OK, you want my vote? Here’s
how I see it,’ can we accommodate
both sides to a certain extent so we all
come out winners?”

Contributing: Christal Hayes

Centrists
may have
new clout
in Congress

Sen. Joe Manchin, D-W.Va., and a bipartisan group of lawmakers announce a
proposal for a COVID-19 relief in Washington. SAUL LOEB/AFP VIA GETTY IMAGES

Relief proposal could
signal more dealmaking 

Ledyard King
USA TODAY
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Last week, a bipartisan group of law-
makers released a $908 billion aid 
proposal, which attracted the support 
of leading Democrats like House Speak-
er Nancy Pelosi and some Republicans.
It would provide temporary unemploy-
ment relief, along with aid for business-
es and state and local governments.

Democratic leaders have backed the
plan as health experts warn of a bleak
winter. Despite progress toward a 
COVID-19 vaccine, cases are on the rise
in all 50 states. The surge has led to the
restriction of hours and the capacity of
businesses across the country.

Senate Majority Leader Mitch
McConnell has proposed a separate,
smaller $500 billion deal that focuses
on helping businesses stay afloat while
limiting their legal exposure to corona-
virus-related lawsuits. It aims to also
address a temporary extension of un-
employment and provide vaccine distri-
bution funding.

With a Dec. 11 government shutdown
deadline looming, Congress is likely to
vote on a one-week stopgap measure
this week to fund the federal govern-
ment to give lawmakers more time to
strike a deal on emergency stimulus leg-
islation. On Wednesday, the House
plans to vote on the short-term measure
to keep the government running
through Dec. 18. 

Potential sticking points remain.

State and local government support and
business liability from coronavirus-re-
lated lawsuits are the biggest remaining
issues in the relief package.

Will it extend jobless benefits? 

There are two critical unemployment
programs that are set to expire on Dec.
26: the Pandemic Unemployment As-
sistance program, which provides aid to
self-employed, temporary workers and
gig workers, and the Pandemic Emer-
gency Unemployment Compensation
program, which provides an additional
13 weeks of benefits beyond the typical
26 weeks that states provide to jobless
workers.

The bipartisan proposal is expected
to include about $300 per week in bonus
federal unemployment payments for
roughly four months, providing relief
just as emergency aid payments at reg-
ular benefit levels are set to expire at
year’s end. That would be a lower
amount than the $600 per week that
jobless Americans had received under
the CARES Act until late July. The plan is
also expected to extend base benefits
through March.

It includes $180 billion in aid for un-
employed workers, enough aid to pro-
vide at least 13 weeks of additional
benefits to PUA and PEUC recipients,
according to Andrew Stettner, a senior
fellow with the Century Foundation, a
nonprofit think tank.

Lawmakers have discussed making
the $300 unemployment supplement
retroactive to Dec. 1.

In a separate proposal, McConnell
has suggested a three-month exten-
sion of benefits. In other words, his
plan would extend PUA and PEUC un-
til Jan. 31, and then phase out jobless
aid over the following two months. 

Will you get another check? 

The bipartisan package and
McConnell’s proposal are both expect-
ed to leave out another round of $1,200
stimulus checks. On Sunday, lawmak-
ers in the negotiations said the direct
payments would have to wait until 
after Biden is inaugurated on Jan. 20.
At that time, Biden will face a new
Congress as vaccines are being distrib-
uted, with a narrowed Democratic 
majority in the House and a closely 
divided Senate potentially split 50-50
if Democrats are able to prevail in 
two runoff elections in Georgia on
Jan. 5.

What else is in the package? 

The agreement includes funding 
for state and local governments, along
with a temporary moratorium on some
COVID-19-related lawsuits against
companies. The measure also includes
funding for small businesses, schools,
health care, transit and student loans.

McConnell’s plan includes provi-
sions for education, aid for small busi-
nesses and pandemic-related liability
protections for businesses.

Contributing: Nicholas Wu, Chris-
tal Hayes; The Associated Press

Stimulus
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population health at the University of
Washington, is more blunt: “I never ex-
pected this to happen in the U.S.” 

As the nation slides into a dark and
dangerous winter and states are turning
to stricter restrictions and lockdowns,
what has changed since March and how
did it go so wrong? 

Grim numbers tell the story 

On March 31, a White House
prediction said 100,000 to 240,000
could die by the end of the year. More
than 2 million would die without social
distancing and other mitigation. The
latest modeling, however, from the Uni-
versity of Washington’s Institute for
Health Metrics and Evaluation projects
more than 345,000 deaths by Jan. 1. 

Monica Schoch-Spana, a senior sci-
entist in the Department of Environ-
mental Health and Engineering at the
Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of
Public Health, called COVID-19 in the
U.S. “a protracted, open-ended and on-
going type of crisis.”

“I assumed this would have gotten
under control like it did in other coun-
tries,” she said. “I didn’t expect that we
would have such a fragmented and un-
even response that would keep us in
such an acute stage of the crisis.”

The U.S. saw its two deadliest days
last week, surpassing the daily death
peaks of April, according to Johns Hop-
kins data, as Wednesday reached 2,804
deaths and Thursday reached 2,879
deaths.

Friday, with 2,607 deaths, had the
same number of fatalities as what had
been the the country’s worst day since
the start of the pandemic, April 15.

“Where we are right now, in my per-
sonal opinion, is it’s not unexpected but
it’s higher than we thought it would be,”
said Jennifer Balkus, an infectious dis-
ease epidemiologist at the University of
Washington School of Public Health.

On the precipice

Before December, there hadn’t been
more than 2,500 deaths in a single day
since April 29, when 2,527 people died.

Only eight days since the start of the
pandemic have seen more than 2,500
deaths in the U.S. Four were in April.
Four are in December.

“We are in a bad position,” said
Mokdad, also a professor at the health
metrics institute. 

Hospitalizations across the U.S. have
soared past where they peaked in April
and later in July. 

Hospitalizations in April and July
never surpassed 60,000 people on a giv-
en day, according to the COVID Tracking
Project’s data, but in this surge of the
virus, hospitalizations have mounted.
The U.S. moved past the 60,000 thresh-
old on Nov. 10 and has increased almost
every day since, passing the 100,000
mark on Wednesday.

Balkus said she’s worried because

peaks in hospitalizations precede peaks
in deaths, meaning even more records
will be broken. 

“Given where we are right now, it’s
really concerning,” she said.

A respite that never happened

Some epidemiologists thought the
worst of the virus was happening in
April, Mokdad said. The hope, he said,
was to get cases to a more manageable
level in the summer months. Then,
when the weather turned cold and peo-
ple spent more time inside, community
spread would be at a level where testing
and contact tracing could be effective.

That didn’t happen. Instead many
states prematurely reopened and the
U.S. saw summer peaks, Mokdad said.

Schoch-Spana said the U.S. had the
tools in place for a better pandemic re-
sponse. “Had they been applied I think
we would have had a different outcome,
regardless of what we did or did not
know about the virus itself.” 

For Schoch-Spana, the politicization
around the virus and the U.S. response
is an area where there has been consis-
tency – but to the country’s detriment.

The racial scapegoating of China, the
lack of national support for mask
wearing and the rush to promote drugs
such as hydroxychloroquine were all
tactics to manipulate public percep-
tions of the pandemic for political
reasons, she said.

“The Trump administration saw val-
ue in social fragmentation. And that’s
the one thing you can’t have in the
middle of a pandemic,” she said. “It has
prevented the country and localities
from pulling together in the same
direction.”

Amler said one of the biggest
changes from March through December
has been scientists’ understanding of
the role of airborne transmission and
asymptotic infections. 

That shift in understanding of trans-
mission highlights how important the
changed guidance on masks was, Bal-
kus added, saying she wished the U.S.
overall had done better early on in trying

to understand that the nature of the
pandemic was evolving.

“Changes in guidance are not a bad
thing when you’re trying to understand
the dynamics of a brand-new virus,” she
said. “Updating guidance, that’s good ...
(and) one of the areas where we could
have done better.”

While doctors and public health
officials have a greater respect for how
the virus is able to spread compared
with the early days, Amler said, the
guidance of avoiding others to block ex-
posure has not changed.

“The overall strategy is if there’s no
exposure, there can be no infection, and
if there is no infection, there’s no illness,
and if there’s no illness, there’s no risk,”
he said.

“I think that’s one of the challenges,”
Balkus said. “The tools we have had
since April are the tools we have now.
That consistency is good, but it can feel
frustrating.

“We are in that same place of being
socially distant, washing your hands
and wearing a mask.”

According to a Gallup poll at the end
of October, 62% of Americans said their
lives were “not yet back to normal.”

But some may be less likely than in
April to stay home if new stay-at-home
orders were introduced, such as in
California. 

In the same Gallup poll from Oct. 19 to
Nov. 1, just under half of Americans said
they would be “very likely” to stay home
for a month if public health officials rec-
ommended doing so because of a seri-
ous outbreak in their communities.

A Gallup poll from March 30 to April 5,
however, showed that 67% of people said
they’d be “very likely” to stay home.

Tighter limits, looser behaviors

California reintroduced stay-at-
home orders for most of its residents
this week, and many other states are
reinstituting similar restrictions on
bars, restaurants and other businesses
that had been enacted in the spring and
rolled back over the summer and fall.

Data shows some people have re-

turned to traveling, too.
The Transportation Security Ad-

ministration saw its busiest day of fliers
since March on Nov. 29 as more than
1.1 million people passed through its
checkpoints.

Before that day, more than 1.1 million
people hadn’t passed through TSA
checkpoints since March 16.

While much of the travel could be at-
tributed to the Thanksgiving holiday,
TSA numbers from throughout October
and November indicate many people are
flying again. The U.S. crossed the 1 mil-
lion screenings in a day threshold for the
first time since March on Oct. 18, and
numbers never dipped below 560,000
in either month. The low in April bot-
tomed out to as few as 87,534 fliers
screened on the 14th.

Cellphone mobility data tracked by
the Institute for Health Metrics and
Evaluation also shows less social dis-
tancing. Though mobility has leveled off
in recent weeks, the change is still much
higher than the declines seen at the end
of March and early April.

The ‘home stretch’ ahead? 

Unlike in March and April, how
doctors treat COVID-19 is a positive
change in the fight against the pandem-
ic, Mokdad said.

The U.S. Food and Drug
Administration has eight active emer-
gency use authorizations for drug and
biological products to treat COVID-19.
One drug, remdesivir, has received
approval for treating COVID-19 in adults
and children 12 and older and weighing
at least 88 pounds.

Among the options available to
doctors treating COVID-19 patients are
antibody, convalescent plasma and
antiviral therapies.

Mokdad said such treatments have
led to a decrease in hospital fatality
rates. Overall case fatality rates have
dropped over the course of the pandem-
ic in the U.S.

“Clinicians have learned, sadly the
hard way, how to better manage”
COVID-19, Schoch-Spana said.

The nation also is closer than ever to
having a vaccine authorized for use.
“Although we are not at the finish line, I
think we’re beginning to get into a home
stretch,” Amler said.

The FDA could grant emergency use
authorization to a COVID-19 vaccine as
soon as this week. Schoch-Spana said
more managing of public expectations
needs to be done, however.

“I think there’s a public expectation
that the vaccine is coming and we’re all
going to get it. The reality is it’s going to
be coming slowly at first and in limited
amounts,” she said.

Balkus said the news around the vac-
cine is “remarkable and thrilling.” It can
often take years to get a safe and effec-
tive vaccine for a disease and is some-
thing some work their entire careers on,
but now, “the biggest thing at this point
is to stay vigilant.”

“This is the time to go all in on pro-
tecting your family, protecting yourself,
so you and your loved ones are able and
still there to get the vaccine,” she said.

Surge
Continued from Page 1A

Caregivers such as respiratory therapist Audrey Olson, center, of North Memorial
Health Hospital in Robbinsdale, Minnesota, are being pushed to the limit as
coronavirus cases hit record levels nationwide. AARON LAVINSKY/STAR TRIBUNE VIA AP
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LONDON – A year after a mysterious
new respiratory disease emerged in
Wuhan, China, upending patterns of life
and work, the United Kingdom on Tues-
day became the first Western country to
start vaccinating its population against
a virus that has killed more than 1.5 mil-
lion people worldwide and sickened
tens of millions more. 

In a landmark moment in the corona-
virus pandemic, dozens of hospitals in
the U.K.’s state-run National Health
Service started administering the CO-
VID-19 inoculation to people older than
80 who are either hospitalized or have
outpatient appointments scheduled.
Some nursing home workers also re-
ceived the vaccine. 

Others will have to wait their turn.
The first recipient of the shot was

grandmother Margaret Keenan, who
turns 91 next week. 

“It’s the best early birthday present I
could wish for because it means I can fi-
nally look forward to spending time
with my family and friends in the New
Year after being on my own for most of
the year,” Keenan said.

She said she felt extremely “privi-
leged to be the first person vaccinated
against COVID-19.” A video released by
the hospital showed her being wheeled
down a hospital ward while nurses and
health staff lining the hallways ap-
plauded and cheered. 

“It’s the best thing that has ever hap-
pened,” she said. 

The second person in the world to re-
ceive Pfizer/BioNTech’s vaccine shares
the same name as the U.K.’s most fam-
ous poet and playwright.

William Shakespeare, 81, is known to
friends and family as “Bill.” And, in a
further remarkable and unlikely twist of
fate, University Hospital Coventry is not
far from Stratford-upon-Avon, where
the 16th-century writer was born.

Americans could start receiving the
shots within days. Federal regulators
are meeting this week to discuss its
emergency use authorization. 

Other details of the U.K. rollout for
Pfizer/BioNTech’s COVID-19 vaccine,
dubbed “V-Day” or “Victory Day” by
Health Secretary Matt Hancock, were
still emerging.

The first doses of the highly antici-
pated coronavirus shots reached the
U.K. on Thursday night after traveling
through the Eurotunnel that connects
the U.K. to continental Europe from Bel-
gium, where the vaccination was manu-
factured. The first shipments of the vac-
cine were delivered to a selected group
of U.K. hospitals on Sunday.

Vaccination is not mandatory, and it
is free. 

Simon Stevens, CEO of the U.K.’s Na-
tional Health Service, said he hoped the
vaccination’s deployment Tuesday
would mark “a decisive turning point in
the battle against coronavirus.”

Chris Whitty, the U.K.’s chief health
adviser, called it a “great day for medical
science, and the future.”

The U.K. has ordered 40 million dos-
es, or enough for 20 million people –
about a third of the population – be-
cause two doses, three to four weeks
apart, are required. Because of intense
global demand, the U.K. has been given
800,000 doses to begin with.

Rolling out the vaccine comes with
logistical complications connected to
the way the vaccine needs to be stored:
ultra-cold, at minus 70 Celsius (minus
94 Fahrenheit). It’s mostly hospitals
that typically have the facilities to store
the vaccine at that temperature. 

Authorities are focusing on large-
scale distribution points like hospitals
because each package of vaccine con-
tains 975 doses, and they don’t want
any to be wasted.

The bulk of the U.K.’s vaccination
program is expected to take place next
year.

The U.K. approved the vaccine for
general use faster than any other West-
ern country, a move that has drawn
some skepticism from public health of-
ficials, including the top U.S. infectious
disease expert Anthony Fauci, director

of the National Institute of Allergy and
Infectious Diseases. In an interview
with the BBC, Fauci apologized after he
earlier appeared to suggest during a
segment on Fox News that the U.K.
“rushed” the vaccine and regulators did
not review it “as carefully” as in the U.S. 

“Our process is one that takes more
time than in the U.K. And that’s just the
reality,” Fauci told the BBC. “I did not
mean to imply any sloppiness even
though it came out that way.” 

The Medicines and Healthcare prod-
ucts Regulatory Agency, the U.K.’s fed-
eral regulator, said it approved the vac-
cine after it “rigorously assessed the da-
ta in the shortest time possible, without
compromising the thoroughness of our
review.”

Still, the U.S. is hard on the heels of
the U.K. in terms of its rollout of Pfizer/
BioNTech’s vaccine, as well as one man-
ufactured by Moderna. Researchers
have found both vaccines up to 95% ef-
fective with no serious side effects. 

The FDA could approve the Pfizer/
BioNTech vaccine as soon as Thursday,
when it is due to meet to discuss its
emergency use authorization.

FDA Commissioner Stephen Hahn
said last week that the U.K. was able to
approve Pfizer/BioNTech’s vaccine so
quickly because its regulators rely much
more heavily on vaccine data provided
by the drug companies. The same ap-
plies to European Union regulators.
Hahn said the FDA “is one of the few
regulatory agencies in the world that ac-
tually looks at the raw data.”

Russia already has begun a mass roll-
out of its own Sputnik V coronavirus
vaccine after it began vaccinating thou-
sands of doctors, teachers and others at
dozens of centers in Moscow on Satur-
day. China is making final preparations
to widely distribute Chinese company
Sinovac’s vaccine. 

Both countries say their vaccines
have shown similar levels of efficacy
and safety as the Western ones. But
they have done so before completing
late-stage clinical trials.

Contributing: Joshua Searle of the
South Wales Argus

Grandmother in UK is first to get vaccine
Shot is early birthday
present for 90-year-old

Kim Hjelmgaard
USA TODAY

Margaret Keenan, 90, on Tuesday becomes the first person to receive the
Pfizer-BioNTech COVID-19 vaccine. The shot was administered by nurse May
Parsons at University Hospital, Coventry, England. JACOB KING/AP

CORONAVIRUS PANDEMIC



6A ❚ WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 9, 2020 ❚ USA TODAY NEWS

derstaffed and resourced programs to
aid victims and investigate crimes. 

Army Secretary Ryan McCarthy said
14 Army leaders at Fort Hood have been
fired or suspended as a result of the re-
port. Among those relieved of command
was Maj. Gen. Scott Efflandt, deputy
commanding general for III Corps. Mc-
Carthy suspended Maj. Gen. Jeffrey
Broadwater pending the outcome of an
investigation.

“This report, without a doubt, will
cause the Army to change our culture,”
McCarthy said.

Guillen’s murder in April – and the
failure to find her remains for nearly
three months – focused attention and
investigations on life at the sprawling
Texas post. The Army also announced
Tuesday that it would change its proce-
dures to search for soldiers soon after
they are reported missing instead of as-
suming they have deserted their posts
or have gone absent without leave.

Congress has launched its own in-
quiry into the problems at Fort Hood.
Beyond Guillen, Pvt. Mejhor Morta and
Sgt. Elder Fernandes also vanished from
the base and were discovered dead.
Morta had drowned, and Fernandes
died by suicide.

A failure to protect

Tuesday’s report was produced by an
independent panel of five experts who
investigated whether personnel at Fort
Hood and the surrounding community
have allowed a climate of sexual harass-
ment and discrimination to flourish.

Chris Swecker, a lawyer and former as-
sistant director of the FBI’s Criminal In-
vestigative Division, led the panel.

Commanders at the post were sin-
gled out for failing to protect their sol-
diers. “A military installation is essen-
tially a large, gated community,” the re-
port says. “The Commander of a mili-
tary installation possesses a wide
variety of options to proactively address
and mitigate the spectrum of crime in-
cidents. Despite having the capability,
very few tools were employed at Fort
Hood to do so.”

The panel found that the Army’s
principal effort aimed at addressing
sexual assault, its Sexual Harassment/
Assault Response and Prevention pro-
gram, was ineffective at Fort Hood. It
blamed leaders at the post for giving it
short shrift. “During the review period,
no Commanding General or subordinate

echelon commander chose to intervene
proactively and mitigate known risks of
high crime, sexual assault and sexual
harassment,” the report says.

Fears of retaliation

That failure led to underreporting of
sex crimes on the base, according to the
report. Victims had little confidence
that their complaints would be ad-
dressed, and, worse, feared retaliation.
Much of the blame rests with their su-
perior officers and noncommissioned
officers, the report says. 

“Without intervention from the
NCOs and officers entrusted with their
health and safety, victims feared the in-
evitable consequences of reporting: os-
tracism, shunning and shaming, harsh
treatment, and indelible damage to
their career,” the report says. “Many

have left the Army or plan to do so at the
earliest opportunity.” 

The five civilian committee members
and their staff interviewed more than
2,500 soldiers and Army civilians as
part of the three-month investigation.

The report shows that commanders
cannot be trusted to protect troops from
sexual assault, said Don Christensen,
president of Protect Our Defenders, a
group that advocates for troops who are
victims of sexual assault. He called for
congressional action.

“From investigations to accountabil-
ity, this is a damning inside look at Fort
Hood’s callous disregard to its soldiers’
well-being,” Christensen said. “As a re-
sult, soldiers fear reporting sexual as-
sault and harassment and suffer severe
retaliation if they do. Sadly, I don’t be-
lieve this climate is unique to Fort Hood
or the Army. This report should leave no
doubt that it is time for Congress to fi-
nally act on fundamental reform of the
military justice system.”

In September, the Army signaled that
major changes were coming. Officials
announced that Efflandt would no long-
er take command of the 1st Armored Di-
vision at Fort Bliss in El Paso, Texas.

The Army directed one of its senior
officers to investigate how it handled
Guillen’s disappearance and murder. A
fellow soldier suspected in her death
died by suicide as investigators sought
to arrest him. Guillen was 20.

Problems at Fort Hood drew scrutiny
from top levels of Army leadership.
One-third of soldiers surveyed there
said they’d been sexually harassed.
Rates of other crimes at Fort Hood out-
paced other installations as well. 

“The numbers are bad, and we need
to make some adjustments,” McCarthy
said in September. 

Fort Hood
Continued from Page 1A

The report called the base “essentially a large, gated community” in which few
tools to fight crime and sexual assault were employed. JACK PLUNKETT/AP

Trump signed an order that said the
government must ensure Americans
have access to the vaccine before it is
shipped to other countries. But the
practical implications of the order and
how it would be enforced are unclear
given that drug manufacturers are ob-
ligated to honor contracts signed with
other governments.

The order says Americans should
have “priority access” to the vaccine
and that “the most vulnerable” popu-
lations receive it first. The order also
charges the national security adviser,
Robert C. O’Brien, with developing a
plan to ensure that goal is met and
then to facilitate “international ac-
cess” for other countries. None of
those terms are specifically defined.

The order appeared to be a response
to reports that the Trump administra-
tion, which purchased 100 million dos-
es of vaccine from Pfizer – enough to
inoculate 50 million people – passed
up a chance last summer to buy mil-
lions more doses. Senior administra-
tion officials described those reports
as “false” but provided few details. 

Even before those revelations, the
administration was under pressure for
revising downward the number of dos-
es available by the end of the year. Ini-
tially, Trump had repeatedly predicted
100 million doses by the end of year,
but the White House has more recently
said it expects 20 million people to be
vaccinated in December. 

Trump’s remarks Tuesday came as
administration officials convened with
drug store chains, package delivery
companies and governors at the White
House. 

But the confab did not include
members of President-elect Joe Bi-
den’s transition team, even though the
incoming administration will be in
charge of coronavirus vaccine distri-
bution after Jan. 20. 

The Operation Warp Speed Vaccine
Summit seemed designed to let Trump
and his aides claim credit for the work
of private drug companies such as
Pfizer and Moderna.

Biden held his own health event
Tuesday, formally announcing his in-
coming health team officials, including
California Attorney General Xavier
Becerra to lead the Department of
Health and Human Services and
Dr. Vivek Murthy to be surgeon gener-
al. Both will face the logistical chal-
lenge of distributing vaccines while
also taking on new roles.

Biden vowed that 100 million shots
would be distributed in his first 100
days. The former vice president said
he also wants a majority of U.S.
schools to be open in that time. 

“As a country we’ve been living with
this pandemic for so long we’re at risk
of becoming numb to its toll on all of

us,” Biden said. “I’m absolutely con-
vinced that in 100 days we can change
the course of the disease and change life
in America for the better.”

Trump brushed aside a reporter’s
question about why Biden officials
weren’t included in the summit, citing
his challenge of election results and ar-
guing that “we’re going to have to see
who the next administration is.” Few if
any aides believe Trump will prevail in
his fight, and they expect to vacate the
White House on Jan. 20. 

In his speech at the summit, Trump
did not mention his election challenge
and generally eschewed politics, though
he did blame China for the COVID-19
outbreak and criticized media coverage
of his administration.

Still, the summit had a campaign-like
atmosphere. Organizers showed a video
before Trump’s speech featuring politi-
cal analysts who questioned whether
vaccines could be produced before the
end of the year. As the video ended,
Trump ascended the stage to a standing
ovation from the summit attendees.

The video included pokes at Trump’s
top epidemiologist, Anthony Fauci, for
outlining longer timelines for vaccine
development.

Fauci, meanwhile, attended Biden’s
health care event by video because the
president-elect has appointed him his
chief medical adviser.

Trump did not address criticism of
his vaccination delivery plans.

Trump administration officials said
they are confident there will be enough
vaccines for every American throughout
next year. But Trump and other officials,
including at the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention, have offered
conflicting timelines. 

White House officials said the pur-
pose of the summit was to give the pub-
lic confidence in the vaccine and the
plans to distribute it across the country.
The Food and Drug Administration is
set to meet Thursday for a final review of
a COVID-19 vaccine made by Pfizer. It
will meet later this month to assess the
vaccine developed by Moderna.

Officials meeting at the summit also
discussed the supply chain. Partici-
pants included executives from trans-
portation companies, including UPS
and FedEx, and drug store chains CVS
and Walgreens.

Governors developed “micro-plans”
to deliver vaccines withing their states.
The four governors who attended the
summit included Republicans Greg
Abbott of Texas, Bill Lee of Tennessee
and Ron DeSantis of Florida. One Dem-
ocratic governor, John Bel Edwards of
Louisiana, also spoke.

“Let’s make sure we’re leading from
the front,” DeSantis told the summit
attendees.

In his remarks, Trump seemed to
place the onus on governors to make
sure the vaccines reach people: “I hope
the governors will make wise decisions.” 

Contributing: Karen Weintraub and
Courtney Subramanian
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TALLAHASSEE, Fla. – Florida police
brandishing firearms raided the home of
Rebekah Jones, the former state De-
partment of Health employee who built
the state’s much-praised COVID-19
dashboard before being fired over what
she said was refusing to manipulate da-
ta.

“They pointed a gun in my face. They
pointed guns at my kids,”
Jones tweeted shortly
before 5 p.m. Monday. 

Jones – who launched
her own COVID-19 dash-
board after she was fired,
and used crowdsourcing
to raise money to support
it – said agents knocked
on her door around 8:30 a.m., took all
her “hardware and tech” after showing
her a warrant based on a complaint filed
by the Florida Department of Health. 

A video accompanying the post
shows Florida Department of Law En-
forcement agents in vests entering the
house with guns drawn, asking who else
was in the house. She said her husband
and two children were inside as they es-
corted her out of the house.

The video shows an agent entering
the house with his gun drawn, calling for
her husband to come down the stairs.
When an agent told her to calm down,
Jones said, “He just pointed a gun at my
children!”

FDLE spokeswoman Gretl Plessinger
sent a statement confirming the seizure
of computer equipment at Jones’ Talla-
hassee home and said agents are inves-
tigating.

“FDLE began an investigation No-
vember 10, 2020 after receiving a com-
plaint from the Department of Health
regarding unauthorized access to a De-
partment of Health messaging system
which is part of an emergency alert sys-
tem, to be used for emergencies only,”
Plessinger said. 

Plessinger said when agents arrived,
they knocked and waited for Jones to
answer the door.

“Ms. Jones refused to come to the
door for 20 minutes and hung up on
agents. 

“After several attempts and verbal
notifications that law enforcement offi-
cers were there to serve a legal search
warrant, Ms. Jones eventually came to
the door and allowed agents to enter,”
Plessinger said.

“Ms. Jones’ family was upstairs
when agents made entry into the home.”

The investigation is active, she add-
ed.

“As in all cases, our role is to deter-
mine the facts of what happened and a
State Attorney determines whether or
not charges are filed.”

The FDLE affidavit for the search
warrant said a special agent spoke to a
Department of Health official with the
Preparedness and Response office
about a suspected breach of the cus-
tom-made communications system
for emergency management.

An unidentified subject gained ac-
cess to the system and sent out a group
text saying: “It’s time to speak up be-
fore another 17,000 people are dead.
You know this is wrong. You don’t have
to be a part of this. Be a hero. Speak out
before it’s too late.”

The text message was sent from the
ESF-8 mail account, the state’s emer-
gency support function for public
health and medical services, to 1,750
recipients before the software vendor
could stop the message from being
transmitted further, the affidavit said.

The ESF-8 account is used by many
people from several agencies, includ-
ing the Department of Health and
Emergency Management.

“Once they are no longer associated
with ESF-8 they are no longer autho-
rized to access the multi-user group,”
the FDLE affidavit said.

All authorized users use the same
user name and password.

Jones told a USA TODAY Network-
Florida reporter she is not a hacker. 

“I don’t know how to do that stuff,”
she said.

Jones was fired for insubordination
in May after being reprimanded sever-
al times, state officials said. 

Her paperwork doesn’t state a
cause for her being fired. But she
claims she was fired for refusing to
manipulate health data to cast Florida
in a more favorable light. 

She tweeted: “They took my phone
and the computer I use every day to
post the case numbers in Florida, and
school cases for the entire country.
They took evidence of corruption at
the state level. They claimed it was
about a security breach. This was
(Gov.) DeSantis. He sent the gestapo.”

Jones also said she has backups of
the data and files that power her web-
sites that were stored on the seized
hardware.

“This is what happens to scientists
who do their job honestly,” Jones
tweeted. 

“This is what happens to people
who speak truth to power.”

Contributing: Alessandro Sassoon,
Florida Today; Chris Persaud, Palm
Beach Post

CORONAVIRUS PANDEMIC

Fla. agents raid home of
COVID-19 data scientist
Computer equipment
seized, guns drawn

Jeffrey Schweers
Tallahassee Democrat

USA TODAY NETWORK

Jones
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With the latest coronavirus
wave producing record
numbers of cases, hospi-
talizations and deaths

across the United States, the USA TO-
DAY Editorial Board spoke Monday
with Dr. Scott Gottlieb, former commis-
sioner of the Food and Drug Admini-
stration. Gottlieb, 48, serves on the
board of Pfizer, which is asking the
FDA to authorize the company’s vac-
cine for emergency use. Questions and
answers have been edited for length,
clarity and flow:

Q: Even as the Pfizer vaccine could
be approved as early as Thursday,
we’re in the midst of the worst surge
yet of the coronavirus. How bad is
this going to get before it gets better?

A: I think it’s going to get a lot
worse before things start to improve.
The hardest four to six weeks are
ahead of us. I think we’re going to see
daily new infections continue to in-
crease for the next four weeks. And
then we won’t hit peak hospitaliza-
tions until probably six weeks, maybe
mid-January. We could see upwards of
150,000 to 175,000 people hospitalized
when we hit the peak and maybe up-
wards of 40,000 to 50,000 people in
the ICU. That’s going to really press the
health care system.

Q. What about deaths?
A. By the end of this year, we’ll

probably be at around 300,000 Amer-
icans who have lost their lives as a
result of COVID, and toward the end of
January it could be around 400,000.
So the most difficult period of this
pandemic is ahead of us (before)
things will get better. This is really, I
think, the last surge of infection. That
doesn’t mean coronavirus is going to
go away altogether.

Q: Walk us through what you
think 2021 might look like in terms
of vaccine rollout and some sort of
return to normalcy.

A: I’m optimistic about 2021. There’s
some disagreement about how quickly
things will get better. I think things will
get better very quickly, in part because
probably 100 million Americans will
have been infected by the end of Janu-
ary and in part because we’re going to
start rolling out a vaccine that seems
to be very effective, based on the ini-
tial clinical studies.

Q. When should we start to see
improvement?

A. As we get into probably February
and certainly into March, I think you’re
likely to see the virus largely collapse.
And I think that we’re going to enter a
period, over the spring and the sum-
mer, when it’s going to be relatively
quiescent. We’ll see cases get reported,
but we’re not going to see major
spread. There’ll be sporadic outbreaks.
I fully expect kids will be back in sum-
mer camp and people will be having
barbecues again outdoors.

Q: What about the rest of 2021?
A: As we head into the fall, we face

renewed risk that there’s going to be
outbreaks. But at that point, hopefully
there’s vaccines that are widely avail-
able. We’ll be vaccinating the pop-
ulation for this before the fall COVID
season. We’ll go into the winter with a
population that’s largely protected and
has immunity. And so, while it will
spread, it will spread far less.

Q: When do you see a return to
large events like concerts, weddings
and sports with fans in the stands?

A: If you have a vaccine that’s effec-
tive and widely deployed, and a virus
that has circulated through the pop-
ulation, I think we’ll return to gather-
ings and indoor gatherings next year.
There’s going to be some precautions
taken, and I don’t think that we’re
going to do things next year like we did
in 2018. Customs are going to change a
little bit. I think you’re going to see
masks more generally worn in airports

and public transportation, and it’s not
going to be something that’s objecti-
fied or looked upon strangely.

Q. Once vaccines are approved,
what does the rollout look like?

A. It’s very clear that the first people
to get it are going to be health care
workers and elderly people who live in
congregate settings, such as nursing
homes and long-term care facilities.
Then there’s some debate about what
the next tranche of eligible people is
going to be. This is going to feel to
most Americans like a difficult process.
For a time, demand is clearly going to
outstrip supply.

Q. How long does that period last?
A. I think we’re going to see an in-

flection point here at some point in the
spring where, all of a sudden, a com-
modity that was very scarce and hard
to get is going to become much more
plentiful. I don’t know where that in-
flection point is, when supply is sud-
denly going to really come online. But
my guess is it’s going to be sometime
around March that we’re going to see a
lot more vaccine in the market. 

Q: There’s worldwide demand for
the vaccine. How does Pfizer decide
how much to give the United States,
the United Kingdom and the other
countries that are clamoring for it?

A: It’s largely 50-50. Pfizer’s produc-
tion is split across two facilities, one in
Europe and one in the United States.
When the company said we’ll have
50 million doses available in December
— 25 million for the U.S. and 25 million
for the non-U.S. markets — most of
those doses have already been manu-
factured and are ready to go. So there
shouldn’t be any issue with getting
that supply available for December.

Q: Why was the U.K. able to roll
out the vaccine faster than the U.S.?

A: They deployed the vaccine quick-
ly once the authorization was given.
We’re going to deploy the vaccine
quickly once an authorization is given
here in the U.S. So I don’t think there’s
any difference there. The difference
was that they authorized it before we
did. But we made deliberate decisions
about our regulatory process for un-
derstandable reasons, for prudent
reasons, that ultimately delayed the
authorization of this vaccine by a mat-
ter of (two, maybe three) weeks.

Q: For the Pfizer and Moderna
vaccines, each person is supposed to
get two doses, three or four weeks
apart. Between the two companies,
40 million doses are expected to be
available in the U.S. this month. Is it
better to give 20 million people two

doses, one in December and one in
January, or get all 40 million out
there and then catch up to the sec-
ond dose as supply increases?

A: I feel very strongly that we
should get as many shots in arms as
possible, right away. The reality is that
one dose is partially protective. I just
fundamentally disagree with (saving
half the supply for January) because,
the reality is, supply reacts very quick-
ly in 2021. If something happened and
we didn’t have supply available in 2021
to give everyone who got the first dose
in December their second dose, we’re
going to, quite frankly, have bigger
issues. It’s going to mean that there
was something that went wrong with
manufacturing, and we’re not going to
have enough supply for January and
February and perhaps March. So I
don’t think we should be holding on to
supply now, anticipating that some-
thing goes wrong that’s going to cause
a lot of other challenges.

Q. Isn’t that a gamble?
A. We should be taking some risk.

This is an environment where there is
a widespread pandemic causing im-
mediate death and disease. This is the
type of environment where you take
some risk and try to get as many doses
out as possible in December, recog-
nizing that this is going to be over in a
couple of months. What we do right
now is going to determine how many
lives we can save. Holding on to a shot
now — so we can give it by the end of
January when this epidemic across the
U.S. has largely run its course and is
starting to decline — that fundamen-
tally doesn’t make a lot of sense to me.

Q. Can you influence the decision?
A. I don’t have any way to influence

this other than speaking out publicly. I
think it is a fundamental mistake to
take a vaccine and put it in a ware-
house somewhere on a shelf when
people could potentially be benefiting
from it right now. We have a very acute
period where we’re going to see a lot of
death and disease. And they’ve said as
much. They said the next six weeks are
going to be the hardest period in the
history of America. So during the hard-
est period in the history of America,
you’re going to take some vaccine that
could potentially be better for some
people and lock it in a drawer? 

Q. What should be done to build
public trust in vaccines?

A. It is going to be important to get
some people to vaccinate themselves
publicly, to assure the public of their
confidence in the vaccine. I know for-
mer presidents have talked about get-
ting vaccinated in public. Find a few
celebrities and a few influencers, peo-

ple who other individuals trust. Get
them vaccinated early, get them vacci-
nated on TV. I used to always get my
flu vaccine on TV every year. I felt it
was important that the FDA commis-
sioner get vaccinated publicly for flu.
So people saw me getting vaccinated
and saw me expressing my confidence
in the vaccine. We’re going to need to
do things like that with this vaccine.

Q. Won’t people complain if celeb-
rities seem to be jumping the line?

A. I think the public interest is very
well served if we could find some peo-
ple who are willing to step out and
make a public statement and vaccinate
themselves regardless of where they
fall in the queue. And I would put the
former presidents at the top of the list,
and probably some other social media
influencers and celebrities.

Q: Is it going to be a big problem
to deploy the vaccines, particularly
when you think about the storage
and the extremely low temperatures
that are needed?

A: I think the bigger challenge is
going to be, as long as we’re in this
rationing phase, trying to apportion it
equitably. If we make decisions about
which group should be eligible, making
sure we can actually find those indi-
viduals and verify their “eligibility.”
The logistics of storing (the vaccine),
creating the injection sites, I think
that’s largely been worked out. Noth-
ing goes completely smoothly, but a lot
of thought has been put into this.

Q: Are you worried about the virus
mutating each year like the flu? Will
we need a new version of the vaccine
next winter?

A: I’m not that worried about it.
This virus is going to drift, and there
are going to be mutations. But the idea
that you’re going to see a very rapid
mutation, one that becomes the predo-
minant form within one season and
would just obviate the vaccine, is un-
likely. That doesn’t mean that you
wouldn’t be reformulating the vaccine
every two or three years (based on)
how the virus itself has evolved. You
probably will, but that should be a
relatively straightforward process. So
I’m not worried about waking up one
day and finding, all of a sudden, the
vaccines don’t work anymore.

Q: Did this outbreak in the U.S.
unfold in an even worse way than
you anticipated?

A: I think it’s extending longer. The
peak is going to be larger than we an-
ticipated, in large part because we
haven’t taken any real policy response.
When you think about these kinds of
epidemics, you always expect there to
be a compensatory change in behavior
and policy. As things get worse, people
start to stay home or they wear masks
more. Businesses take more precau-
tions. Policymakers step in. I think
that the sort of response to this has
been much slower than I would have
anticipated.

Q. What else was surprising?
A. The other part of this that I think

was unanticipated was the big wave of
infection in the summer. What many
of us didn’t necessarily see was that in
the South, people would be going in-
doors to get the benefit of air condi-
tioning in the summertime and going
into congregate settings, into high-risk
settings, and that you would see that
big wave of infection that swept Texas
and Arizona and Florida. So we never
really had a period where there wasn’t
a lot of infection somewhere in the
United States. That set us up for a
much more dangerous fall where the
country was already heavily seeded.
Then you had (the big motorcycle rally
in Sturgis, South Dakota), which was a
superspreading event. And so the Mid-
west got very heavily seeded. Now you
have infection everywhere. It’s really a
confluent epidemic across the whole
United States.

Q&A

Deploy COVID vaccines ASAP
Former FDA commissioner: ‘Get as many shots in arms as possible, right away’

Dr. Scott Gottlieb, who is now a Pfizer board member, speaks to the USA TODAY
Editorial Board on Monday. USA TODAY
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7Ways to Help Generate
Income in Retirement

Making the Switch From Saving to Spending
Deciding how to generate income in retirement is one of the most stressful, complicated and confusing aspects of retirement

life. Even if you have accumulated a large nest egg, making the wrong incomemoves could put your entire retirement at risk.

That’s why we urge you to call for your free copy ofTheDefinitive Guide to Retirement Income.

Call 866-672-1692 or Text* “Bonus” to 68658 or Visit FisherIncomeGuide.com/Bonus for Your FREEGuide!

This Free GuideWill Help Answer Your Critical Questions, Such As:

*Terms and Conditions at fisherinvestments.com/en-us/text-terms-and-conditions. Message and data rates may apply.
Please see our Privacy Policy at fisherinvestments.com/en-us/privacy

©2020 Fisher Investments. 5525 NWFisher Creek Drive, Camas, WA 98607.
Investments in securities involve the risk of loss. Past performance is no guarantee of future returns.

And many more
suggestions and ideas
to help you avoid
running out of money
in retirement!

About Fisher Investments

Fisher Investments is a money

management firm serving over

75,000 successful individuals as

well as large institutional investors

globally.** We have been managing

portfolios through bull and bear

markets for over 40 years. Fisher

Investments and its subsidiaries

use proprietary research to manage

over $135 billion in client assets.**

**As of 09/30/2020.

99 Tips toMake Your

RetirementMore Comfortable

While it’s easy to imagine retirement as a time

of relaxation, enjoyment and fun, the fact of the

matter is that a successful retirement doesn’t just

happen. It takes thought, planning and action.

To help you get ready for retirement or make

your retirement even better, we’ve assembled

99 retirement tips. Importantly, we’ve gleaned

these tips from our clients, people successfully

have navigated or are navigating the transition

from work to retirement.

Bonus
Offer

Millions
Have

Requested

Fisher Investments’

Retirement Guides!

Our Free Guide CanHelp

Written specifically for those with $500,000 or more in investable assets, what you learn might surprise you and give you peace of mind.

If your portfolio is $500k or more, call now for your FREE guides!

Or text* “Bonus” to 68658 or visit FisherIncomeGuide.com/Bonus

Toll-free 866-672-1692

What are your retirement goals?

Do you want to spend every cent or

leave a legacy?

What are “homegrown

dividends” and how can they

help you save on taxes?

How can you balance Social

Security, pensions, retirement

savings, real estate and other

assets to create a dependable

income stream?

How long will your retirement

be, and howmuch income will

you need?

How do you

estimate retirement

costs, while factoring

in longevity and

inflation?

(Hint: See the

worksheet inside!)
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INDEX CLOSE CHG
Dow Jones Industrial Avg. 30,173.88 x 104.09
S&P 500 3,702.25 x 10.29
Nasdaq composite 12,582.77 x 62.83
T-note, 10-year yield 0.919 y 0.007
SOURCES USA TODAY RESEARCH, BLOOMBERG
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PRODUCTIVITY RISES AT 4.6%
PACE IN THIRD QUARTER 

U.S. productivity increased at a solid
4.6% pace in the July-September
quarter, slightly below the initial esti-
mate, while labor costs fell at a slower
pace. The third quarter increase in
productivity was below the first esti-
mate a month ago of a 4.9% increase,
the Labor Department reported Tues-
day. Productivity had surged at a
10.6% rate in the second quarter.
Labor costs fell at a 6.6% rate in the
third quarter, a smaller drop than the
8.9% decline estimated a month ago. 

TESLA HOPES TO RAISE 
$5B IN STOCK OFFERING 

Tesla is looking to raise up to $5 billion
in capital through a stock offering as
the electrical vehicle and solar panel
maker seeks to take advantage of
strong demand for its products. In
September, Tesla said that it planned
to sell up to $5 billion worth of com-
mon shares just one day after its 5-
for-1 stock split took effect. Similar to
its previous capital raise, Tesla Inc.
said in a regulatory filing on Tuesday
that the stock sales would be made
“from time to time.” Tesla’s stock has
exploded this year, growing more than
600%. 

CREDIT CARD BALANCES
FALL, BORROWING RISES 

The Federal Reserve said Monday that
consumer borrowing rose 2.1% in
October to $4.16 trillion, pushed high-
er by a 4.8% jump in a category mostly
made up of student and auto loans.
Credit card borrowing fell 6.7%. The
figures suggest that consumers
haven’t fully recovered from the pan-
demic recession. Overall borrowing is
still 1% below its pre-pandemic level.
Outstanding balances on credit cards
are still down nearly 11% compared
with their level in February, before the
pandemic intensified. 

WILFREDO LEE/AP

MONEYLINE

Rates reported Tuesday.

Current Week ago

30 yr. fixed 2.92% 2.94% 

15 yr. fixed 2.39% 2.42% 

5/1 ARM 3.01% 3.03% 

7/1 ARM 2.91% 2.93% 

30 yr. jumbo 2.94% 2.98%

30 yr. FHA 2.81% 2.91%

BANKRATE.COM

Mortgage rates
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MONEY+LIFE
She is generating Oscar buzz for her work in
“Mank,” but motherhood comes first. Page 5B

Amanda Seyfried is staying
grounded at home on her farm

ROCHESTER, N.Y. – Since March,
the pandemic has changed the way we
live in our homes: Office workers type
away at their dining room tables; kids
attend classes from the sofa; young-
adult children have moved back into
their old bedrooms. We’re all more
concerned with cleaning and disin-
fecting and indoor air quality. And ac-
cording to a recent study from the Na-
tional Kitchen & Bath Association, the
way we’re using our homes now will
have a substantial influence on design
going forward.

It’s no surprise. For example, first-
floor powder rooms near the front door
became popular in the early 20th cen-
tury as a way to prevent the spread of
diseases. Before the 1918 Spanish flu
pandemic, most people had clawfoot
bathtubs, but with their intricate feet
and exposed underside, they were dif-
ficult to keep clean. After that pan-
demic, bathtubs were built against the
wall. Toilet bowls also were upgraded
from wooden seats to lacquered seats
that were easier to clean and seemed
more hygienic.

Today, designers and builders
across the country already are respon-
ding to new needs.

“Home offices are here to stay. Entry-
ways will change. There will be even
more emphasis on outdoor spaces,”
says Teri Slavik-Tsuyuki, a marketing
and branding expert at Tst Ink.

Slavik-Tsuyuki, consumer strategist
Belinda Sward of Strategic Solutions Al-
liance, and architect Nancy Keenan,
president and CEO of Dahlin Group,
conducted the America at Home Study 

In-law apartments are becoming more common as people want to keep parents close.

Home design adapts
to life in a pandemic

Chris Keil is a senior residential designer and VP of Greater Living Architecture.
As the pandemic progressed, he finished his basement to include living space
and an office area. PHOTOS BY JAMIE GERMANO/USA TODAY NETWORK

Home offices, outdoor
spaces are here to stay

Stacey Freed
Special to the Democrat and Chronicle

USA TODAY NETWORK

“The way we’re looking at
flex space is going to be
heavily influenced by the
pandemic, and it’s going to
be driven by different
lifestyles.” 
David Riedman Riedman Cos See HOME DESIGN, Page 2B

MEMPHIS, Tenn. – A mission test-
ing the mettle of FedEx Express’ high-
speed delivery network is fast ap-
proaching.

Distributing COVID-19 vaccine dos-
es throughout the world will train even
more attention on shipping giants
such as FedEx. The company already is
grappling with the peak shipping sea-
son on top of elevated package vol-
umes during the pandemic.

Here are key questions and answers
about Memphis-based FedEx’s partic-
ipation in shipping COVID-19 vac-
cines, once a candidate is approved by
regulators.

What role will FedEx play in
vaccine distribution?

In the U.S., FedEx will be among the
parties helping move a COVID-19 vac-
cine from manufacturers and distribu-

tors to vaccine injection
sites including hospitals
and clinics.

FedEx Express execu-
tive Richard Smith told
“Good Morning America”
that the company “will be
able to get a vaccine to ev-
ery administration site or

dosing center that is administering the
vaccines to the American public in these
communities where they are waiting for
these vaccines.”

He added that in the U.S., FedEx will
be able to ship vaccines from a manu-
facturer to a vaccination site “absolute-
ly, positively overnight,” referencing the
company’s famous tagline.

Why is FedEx involved?

The company’s express shipping net-
work is well-suited for fast, reliable vac-
cine distribution, including from a glob-
al standpoint, Express CEO Don Colle-
ran said on an earnings call earlier this
year.

“There’s a very good chance that the
raw ingredients are going to be made in
one country, the manufacturing of the
vaccines in another country, another re-
gion, and the consumption and need for
this is global, and this is why we’re
uniquely positioned,” Colleran said.

FedEx is on daily calls with major U.S.
government agencies, health care man-
ufacturers and distributors about plans
to ship the vaccine, Smith said.

It’s a familiar stage for the company,
which worked with health care giants
and the Centers for Disease Control and 

CORONAVIRUS PANDEMIC

FedEx gears up for vaccine rollout
Company ‘uniquely
positioned’ to help

Max Garland
Memphis Commercial Appeal

USA TODAY NETWORK

See FEDEX, Page 2B

Smith
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in April and then again in October. They
gathered insight from 4,000 respon-
dents across the United States about
what home meant to them (the answer
for 91% of respondents: a safe place),
how they were using their homes, and
what they would be willing to pay for in
a new home.

The study led to a design meeting
with Dahlin Group, an architecture and
planning firm based in California, and
the regional Raleigh, North Carolina-
production builder Garman Homes. Us-
ing a “model” family of two adults – one
of whom leaves for work elsewhere each
day and one who works remotely from
their home – and two young children
who might need workspace, partici-
pants designed a 2,600-square-foot
home that would be “attainable for
most” in the Triangle area of North Car-
olina where the homes will be built, says
company founder and CEO Alaina Mon-
ey-Garman. 

The house, which combines modern
and traditional aesthetics, has a garage
off the back, near the owner’s entry,
since that’s how most people enter their
home.

On the front of the house is a porch
and guest entry. With an eye toward
germ and dirt containment, this entry
was a major focal point of the design
discussions, Garman says: “Our re-
search showed a high preference for a
standalone guest suite.”

Inside the front door is a vestibule, a
scaled-up mudroom where visitors can
store coats and shoes. It sits next to a
guest suite, and the whole area can be
isolated from the rest of the house.

“We tried to create opportunities to
control the flow of people and germs,”
Garman says. 

The rear entry also has a mudroom
area and a powder room and can include
laundry facilities as well as a refrigera-
tor.

“It’s a good place for children’s back-
packs to live,” Garman says. “And it’s
another way to protect the main living
spaces.”

Other major features include a main
floor flex room, envisioned as a school
space or playroom, and two dedicated
home offices, one of which is a pocket
office tucked in the back of the kitchen

that can be closed off.
The open-floor-plan kitchen has an

L-shaped island; one side is an eating
area, and the other holds a sink that
faces into the family/living room for vis-
ibility of most of the downstairs.

“We need this space to perform for us
so we can be parents, schoolteachers,
and do our jobs,” Garman says.

Upstairs are three bedrooms. The
primary suite (no longer referred to as
the “master bedroom”) in back includes
a small bonus room for a private away
space; two bedrooms in the front of the
home are next to a large “family” bath-
room.

“We wanted to make the space ex-
traordinary for kids, so they don’t want
to come in and use the parents’ bath-
room,” Garman says.

David Riedman, president and CEO
of Riedman Cos., a home and apartment
builder, says that he’s been watching
the trends and is preparing for the fu-
ture.

“The way we’re looking at flex space
is going to be heavily influenced by the
pandemic, and it’s going to be driven by
different lifestyles,” he says.

He foresees more home gyms, dedi-
cated home office spaces and pocket of-
fices – “a small space tucked away
where you can be on a private video call
and not be in the dining room.” 

These design changes are already
happening for Greater Living Architec-

ture clients, say GLA President Joe
O’Donnell and Chris Keil, GLA’s vice
president of residential design. Since
the pandemic began, GLA has seen a
huge uptick in business.

Not only is GLA repurposing garages
and basements into home gyms and
learning centers, but the company is
also building or remodeling spaces as
in-law suites.

“People don’t want their parents go-
ing to nursing homes now,” Keil says.

He points out that in-law accommo-
dations can be tricky based on town reg-
ulations. For example, one client had to
scrap plans for a second-floor garage
apartment because the town would al-
low only a bedroom – with no running
water or sewer capacity.

“That wasn’t going to fit our clients’
needs,” Keil says. “But in Greece, you
can put in a kitchen within the footprint
of an existing house with a privacy door
connecting the two spaces.” 

The bottom line is, if you’re thinking
about an in-law suite, first check with
the planning or zoning board in your
town.

Architect Amanda Costanza at 9x30
Design says she too has seen more fam-
ilies remodeling to “include home of-
fices, in-home gyms and in-law units,”
but she’s also seeing trends in the cre-
ation of “staycation-type environ-
ments, with pools and pool houses and
covered and/or screened porches for en-

tertaining and areas for home vegetable
gardens with southern exposure to de-
crease trips to the store. People are also
asking for less-open floor plans, as fam-
ilies need to maintain separate spaces
for parents and kids working from
home.”

One other area that’s on the mind of
many homeowners is indoor air quality,
particularly because of the aerosolized
nature of the COVID-19 virus.

Phil Lane, vice president of Bayshore
Mechanical Services in Rochester, says
more homeowners are asking about
higher levels of filtration, temperature
and humidity control.

“ASHRAE recommends that an HVAC
system should be operated in a normal
range of 68 to 78 degrees Fahrenheit and
40 to 60% relative humidity,” Lane says.

As for COVID-19 concerns, “higher
level MERV (minimum efficiency re-
porting value) filters will address some
viruses, but the CDC recommends a HE-
PA filter to really absorb coronavirus.”

While commercial entities use those,
they are financially unfeasible at the
residential level. But, Lane says, “(an
HVAC) professional can install the high-
est rated filter for your existing system
along with an air purifier or a non-
ozone-producing ion generator, which
capture bacteria and viruses.”

He suggests that if you install a new
system, you should also purchase an
ionizer.

Home design
Continued from Page 1B

An open floor plan in the
kitchen creates a
versatile multipurpose
space. JAMIE GERMANO/USA

TODAY NETWORK

Prevention on a plan for distributing an
H1N1 vaccine and participated in a gov-
ernment initiative to speed up the ship-
ments of needed COVID-19 supplies.

What are the obstacles in vaccine
distribution?

Each vaccine candidate has different
shipping requirements. Most notably,
temperatures well below freezing are
needed to store candidates from Pfizer
and Moderna.

Temperature-controlled packaging
and monitoring aim to keep these vac-
cines from spoiling during transit. If un-
expected transportation delays like in-
clement weather occur, FedEx can use
its more than 90 cold chain facilities to
store them during the slowdown.

However, Smith told The Commercial
Appeal in September the goal is to have
vaccines delivered rapidly and reliably,
not sitting in cold chain facilities.

“This is going to have to be a just-in-
time supply chain with fresh packages
containing vaccines and syringes and
the other things the injection sites need
coming in every day,” said Smith, FedEx
Express regional president of the Amer-
icas.

COVID-19 vaccine distribution will
test temperature-controlled shipping,
and air transport hasn’t had a spotless
history in vaccine delivery. In 2015, the
International Air Transport Association
said 25% of vaccines are degraded when
they reach their destination because of
improper shipping.

Smith said the company is best posi-
tioned of anyone in the transportation
industry to aid in distribution, but he
acknowledged that a challenge will be
how effective injection sites will be in
administering the vaccine. Not every
site will have cold storage capabilities.

“These vaccines were formulated to
get to market quickly without added
preservatives, so they will degrade or
they can become contaminated,” Smith
said.

How many vaccine doses will
FedEx ship?

There won’t be enough vaccine doses

for everyone right away. 
About 40 million doses of the two

vaccines from Pfizer and Moderna are
expected to be available by the end of
December, USA TODAY reported. 

That’s enough to vaccinate 20 mil-
lion people.

In the long term, however, the Inter-
national Air Transport said “providing
a single dose to 7.8 billion people
would fill 8,000 747 cargo aircraft.”
That’s a big delivery, even when
spread across multiple shippers – Fe-
dEx Express had 679 aircraft in its fleet
as of May, many of which are smaller
feeder planes.

How much the effort will test
FedEx’s network depends on which
vaccines are approved for distribution.
Capacity and sortation requirements
for shipping depends on a vaccine’s
doses per vial and temperature storage
needs.

Will Memphis be ‘hub’ for vaccine
distribution?

The FedEx Express World Hub will
see plenty of vaccine doses pass
through its doors, because it’s the
company’s largest hub and its primary
sorting facility.

That will add even more volume to a
hub that has seen a spike in cargo
weight handled during the pandemic,
as many cargo-carrying passenger
planes remain grounded.

If necessary, FedEx could run a ded-
icated network for vaccine distribu-
tion at the Memphis hub, adding
flights and sorts in between its day and
night shifts, Smith said. 

The Memphis hub employs about
11,000 people.

FedEx needs enough employees in
its ranks to keep up with demand, par-
ticularly in Memphis, where it aims to
add 3,390 jobs for the holidays.

The company has raised pay to $15
an hour for its hub workers in Mem-
phis through the peak season. In addi-
tion, hundreds of input operations
jobs have seen pay increase to $18 an
hour.

“We’re really investing in our people
and trying to get more team members
and staffing up at the hub, because de-
pending on when this vaccine distri-
bution hits or how substantial it is, we
may be running a dedicated network
for this,” Smith said.

FedEx
Continued from Page 1B

California is releasing a voluntary
smartphone tool to anonymously alert
people if they spent time near some-
one who tested positive for the coro-
navirus as cases and hospitalizations
escalate throughout the state.

The phone app, called CA Notify,
will be available for people to down-
load and use starting on Thursday,
Gov. Gavin Newsom said in a news
conference Monday.

The tool doesn’t track people’s
identities or locations but uses Blu-
etooth wireless signals to detect when
two phones are within 6 feet of one an-
other for at least 15 minutes. The
phones store that information. If
someone tests positive for the virus,
that patient logs the confirmation in
the app and it sends out anonymous
notifications to each person with
whom the patient came in contact over
the prior two weeks. 

Sixteen other states, plus Guam and
Washington, D.C., already have made
available the system co-created by Ap-
ple and Google, though most residents
of those places aren’t using it. The tool
has been used on a pilot basis on Uni-
versity of California campuses.

Newsom said the majority of Cali-
fornians need to opt in and use the app
for the tool to be effective.

The app comes as the majority of
California woke up Monday to new or-
ders from the state to not leave their
homes for at least the next three weeks
except for essential purposes, forcing
restaurants to offer takeout only and
limiting retailers to 20% capacity as a
surge of coronavirus cases threatens
to overwhelm hospitals.

The new rules are imposed for
Southern California and a large swath
of the Central Valley, triggered after
more than 85% of beds in intensive
care units were occupied in those re-
gions. Dropping to so few available
beds is concerning for local hospital
systems as COVID-19 cases increase.

Under the stay-at-home order, Cali-
fornia counties have been grouped into
five regions graded on their intensive
care unit capacities. Areas that see ICU
capacity drop under 15% will have 24
hours to implement the order. 

As of Monday, the available ICU ca-
pacity by region was:

h Bay Area: 25.7%
h Greater Sacramento: 20.3%
h Northern California: 28.2%
h San Joaquin Valley: 6.3%
h Southern California: 10.9%
The state’s new rules blanket more

than 80% of the state’s population.
Outside of the state mandate, five

San Francisco Bay Area counties volun-
tarily imposed the restrictions instead
of waiting for their ICU capacity to fall to
dangerously low numbers. Their re-
strictions will last until Jan. 4, a week
longer than the state’s timeline.

All nonessential travel is restricted
statewide for non-Californians. Travel
is restricted to just essential infrastruc-
ture workers for regions under the stay-
at-home order.

More than 10,000 COVID-19 patients
were hospitalized across California as of
Monday, Newsom said. That is a 72% in-
crease in the past two weeks. During
that same time, coronavirus ICU pa-
tients increased 69%.

Contributing: The Associated Press

California unveils app 
to trace virus cases
Nicole Hayden
Palm Springs Desert Sun

USA TODAY NETWORK

A man performs a self-test for
COVID-19 at a site set up by the
Central Neighborhood Health
Foundation last month in Coachella,
Calif. OMAR ORNELAS/USA TODAY NETWORK
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powerful laptops with all-day battery
life, and more modern connectivity. 

If you have a laptop that’s more than
seven years old, this is the major gadget
upgrade you should seriously consider
this year. 

2. Video games as a family affair

If you haven’t tried video gaming
with your kids – now’s the perfect time
to do it. A number of studies show that
there are some big benefits to kids – and
adults – who play age-appropriate, col-
laborative games together. 

“It gives parents an opportunity to
help kids practice teamwork, problem-
solving, and perseverance in an enter-
taining way,” says Jeff Haynes, senior
editor of web and video games at Com-
mon Sense Media told us via email.
“Playing video games together provides
a unique opportunity to learn things
about your kid that you may not have
known otherwise. It can create a safe
space for sharing feelings if you show
curiosity.”

If you’re currently a console-free
family, you can dip a toe in with some-
thing like the Nintendo Switch – a pop-
ular choice for families, kids, and casual

I’ve gone hands-on with more than
1,000 gadgets and tech tools in this – the
strangest, toughest, and longest what
feels like a decade but was really only a
year – year. When I think back to the de-
vices that made the biggest impact in
our lives during these pandemic times,
I’m surprised at what rises to the top:
Computers? That’s so last decade! Web-
cams? Whaaaat? Bidets? OK, that’s just
crazy talk.

None of us could have imagined what
a difference a year would make – in our
lives or in our personal tech gadgets.
Here are three standout consumer tech
trends of 2020 – for reasons that just
might surprise you, too:

1. 2020’s hot gadget is … the PC?

According to research firm IDC, sales
of computers peaked nearly a decade
ago, and have been stuck in the smart-
phone shadow ever since. Sure, laptops
have gotten progressively thinner, light-
er, faster, and even less expensive over
time. But this year? They are every-
thing. 

These do-everything devices have
become the ultimate lifeline to the out-
side world for work, play, connecting
with each other, and even binge-watch-
ing our anxiety away. And laptops espe-
cially have morphed to meet the mo-
ment. 

We finally have access to more of
those quick, durable, and stripped-
down Chromebooks available at rock-
bottom prices. Futuristic foldable PCs,
like the ThinkPad X1 Fold, also have hit
the market. The well-known go-to PCs
have gotten even better, too. Surprising-
ly better. 

With a chip change and other incred-
ible tweaks in speed and performance,
Apple’s new M1 MacBooks made the
laptop’s biggest leap in years. Even the
versatile 2-in-1’s like Lenovo’s latest Yo-
ga 9i – a laptop that folds to prop-up like
a tent or lies flat like a tablet – has ush-
ered in a new generation of portable,

gamers. They are so hot this year, it can
be tough to find one in stock, though I
was able to score the Animal Crossing:
New Horizons Edition – not sold out or
marked up – at GameStop. (That’s also a
good place to look for deals on a pre-
owned or refurbished model, too.) The
Switch is portable, wireless, and lets
you play with up to eight people at a
time in multiplayer mode.

Good go-to games include the actual
Animal Crossing: New Horizons title.
It’s the latest version of the long-run-
ning Nintendo franchise, that lets you
escape to an island paradise where bags
of money fall out of trees and all your
friends are cute, friendly little critters.
This game is good for kids as young as 3,
but also manages to hold an adult’s at-
tention too. LittleBigPlanet, Minecraft,
Mario Kart 8 Deluxe, and even Roblox
for ages 13 and older, are other games
that tend to be good for families playing
together, too. 

3. The sweet spot for STEM toys

When it comes to the best screen-
free tech toys of 2020, STEM – which
stands for science, technology, engi-
neering, and math – toys are the true

unsung heroes of this space. (You might
see references to STEAM toys, which is
the same, but adds the “A” for “art.”) 

Here’s the catch though – just be-
cause a toy box claims it will teach your
kids valuable concepts like counting,
coding, and circuitry – doesn’t mean it
actually will. 

According to the Toy Association, the
primary trade group for the U.S. toy in-
dustry, true STEM toys should meet a
list of criteria including being hands-on,
open-ended, gender-inclusive, and re-
late to the real world, among other
guidelines. 

One new example here that’s been a
consistent favorite among my tech-toy
tester friends and their kids is an inex-
pensive building set that’s a mash-up
between 3D connectable building
blocks and robots called the Circuit Ex-
plorer from Educational Insights – rec-
ommended for ages 6 and older. It keeps
kids engaged with easy-to-connect cir-
cuit-building sets that light up, twirl,
and scoot around. It’s compatible with
other child favorites such as Legos, and
there are no limitations on what they
can dream, build, and do. I put three of
these sets together myself and could not
stop thinking how much I would have
loved this as a child. It’s really empow-
ering.

The other thing to watch out for when
it comes to toys labeled as “STEM/
STEAM” is that it’s just an excuse for a
higher than $100 price tag. 

With that in mind, another favorite of
my youngest toy-tester elf this year
were these Luvabella Mealtime Magic
Mia and Maya dolls that speak both
French and English, and “eat,” with a
light-up spoon that touches different
colors of “food” in a tray. They’re sur-
prisingly life-like and can recall more
than 50 food combinations using 70-
plus sounds and phrases. What our 4-
year-old tester says she likes most
about the dolls is, “she’s my best friend
and my little baby and I feed her and she
loves me and makes me laugh.” (She
was talking about both of them.) 

Jennifer Jolly is an Emmy Award-
winning consumer tech columnist. 

These hot gadgets and games are so 2020
Jennifer Jolly
Special to USA TODAY

The Circuit Explorer keeps kids engaged with easy-to-connect circuit-building
sets that light-up, twirl, and scoot around. RODDY BLELLOCH
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MARKET PERFORMANCE BY SECTOR
Sector Close  Chg. 4wk 1 YTD 1

COMMODITIES
Commodities Close             Prev.       Chg.       % Chg.     % YTD

TOP 10 EXCHANGE TRADED FUNDS
ETF, ranked by volume    Ticker         Close          Chg.       % Chg        %YTD

FOREIGN CURRENCIES
Currency per dollar       Close                  Prev.             6 mo. ago          Yr. ago

FOREIGN MARKETS
Country                       Close                   Prev.               Change      %Chg.     %YTD

Technology 126.81 +0.41 +7.1% +38.3%

Consumer discret. 157.34 -0.33 +3.7% +25.5%

Telecom 74.69 -0.06 +5.2% +21.6%

Materials 71.71 +0.40 +1.9% +16.8%

Health care 112.70 +0.85 +1.3% +10.6%

Industrials 89.21 +0.43 +4.2% +9.5%

Consumer staples 67.74 +0.37 +2.3% +7.6%

Utilities 62.57 -0.19 -5.6% -3.2%

Financials 28.77 -0.01 +6.0% -6.5%

Energy 40.27 +0.59 +18.0% -32.9%

SPDR S&P500 ETF Tr SPY 370.17 +1.08 +0.3% +15.0%

ProShs UltPro ShtQQQ SQQQ 16.20 -0.16 -1.0% -85.5%

SPDR Financial XLF 28.77 -0.01 ...% -6.5%

iPath Sh Term Fut VXX 16.59 -0.62 -3.6% +9.7%

SPDR Energy XLE 40.27 +0.59 +1.5% -32.9%

iShs Emerg Mkts EEM 50.87 +0.02 ...% +13.4%

iShares Brazil EWZ 36.25 +0.08 +0.2% -23.6%

iShs iBoxx HY CpBd HYG 86.74 -0.07 -0.1% -1.4%

Direx S&P500Bear 3x SPXS 4.11 -0.02 -0.5% -69.0%

iShares Rus 2000 IWM 190.80 +2.42 +1.3% +15.2%

Cattle (lb.) 1.08 1.08 unch. -0.1% -13.5%

Corn (bushel) 4.17 4.20 -0.03 -0.6% +7.5%

Gold (troy oz.) 1,870.80 1,861.80 +9.00 +0.5% +23.1%

Hogs, lean (lb.) .65 .65 unch. +0.1% -9.6%

Natural Gas (Btu.) 2.40 2.41 -0.01 -0.3% +9.6%

Oil, heating (gal.) 1.41 1.40 +0.01 +0.5% -30.6%

Oil, lt. swt. crude (bar.) 45.60 45.76 -0.16 -0.4% -25.3%

Silver (troy oz.) 24.68 24.74 -0.06 -0.2% +38.5%

Soybeans (bushel) 11.46 11.59 -0.13 -1.1% +21.5%

Wheat (bushel) 5.64 5.71 -0.07 -1.3% +0.9%

British pound .7489 .7463 .7859 .7612

Canadian dollar 1.2819 1.2797 1.3364 1.3264

Chinese yuan 6.5332 6.5298 7.0715 7.0353

Euro .8262 .8251 .8847 .9045

Japanese yen 104.18 103.98 108.33 108.55

Mexican peso 19.8057 19.8462 21.5929 19.2981

Frankfurt 13,278.49 13,271.00 +7.49 +0.1% +0.2%

Hong Kong 26,304.56 26,506.85 -202.29 -0.8% -6.7%

Japan (Nikkei) 26,467.08 26,547.44 -80.36 -0.3% +11.9%

London 6,558.82 6,555.39 +3.43 +0.1% -13.0%

Mexico City 43,098.64 43,255.25 -156.61 -0.4% -1.0%

DOW JONES INDUSTRIAL AVERAGE

SOURCE Morningstar, Dow Jones Indexes, The Associated Press

S&P 500’S BIGGEST GAINERS
Company (ticker)                                   Price           $ Chg .     % Chg.         YTD 

Equifax Inc (EFX) 184.23 +13.40 +7.8 +31.5

Norwegian Cruise Ln (NCLH) 28.15 +1.65 +6.2 -51.8

Marathon Oil (MRO) 7.07 +.38 +5.7 -47.9

Occid Petl (OXY) 19.13 +.94 +5.2 -53.6

Etsy Inc (ETSY) 163.97 +7.04 +4.5 +270.1

S&P 500’S BIGGEST LOSERS
Company (ticker)                                   Price           $ Chg .     % Chg.         YTD 

AutoZone Inc (AZO) 1095.99 -61.19 -5.3 -8.0

Lennar Corp A (LEN) 72.50 -3.83 -5.0 +30.0

DR Horton Inc (DHI) 70.83 -2.97 -4.0 +34.3

Leggett & Platt (LEG) 42.50 -1.63 -3.7 -16.4

PulteGroup Inc (PHM) 42.04 -1.58 -3.6 +8.4

MARKET NOTEBOOK
Issues                                                              NYSE                                         NASDAQ

Advancing 1,597

Declining 920

Unchanged 84

Total 2,601

 2,080

 1,112

 132

 3,324

 328Issues at

New 52 Week High 154

New 52 Week Low 2

 12

Share Volume

Advancing 2,453,300,302

Declining 1,474,904,873

Unchanged 36,639,857

 3,017,839,654

 1,463,624,769

 63,548,132

Total 3,964,845,032  4,545,012,555

+104.09
Closing: 30,173.88

Change: +.4%

YTD % Chg: +5.7%

S&P 500 • STANDARD & POOR’S

+10.29
Closing: 3,702.25

Change: +.3%

YTD % Chg: +14.6%

NASDAQ COMPOSITE

+62.83
Closing: 12,582.77

Change: +.5%

YTD % Chg: +40.2%

RUSSELL 2000

+26.53
Closing: 1,917.78

Change: +1.4%

YTD % Chg: +14.9%

Dear Pete,
My daughter is trying to decide

what college she’s going to attend in
the fall of 2021, and all of this talk
about student loan forgiveness has us
thinking. She will be the first person
in our family to go to college. One of
the schools she’s looking at costs
about $15,000/year less than the oth-
er school, but if the government is go-
ing to forgive student loans, wouldn’t
it make sense for her to go to the more
expensive school? Since we don’t
have much money saved for college,
no matter what school she chooses, it
will be paid for with student loans.

Kim; Jersey City, N.J.
What a great moment for your

daughter and your entire family. First
generation college students can change
the course of your family for generations
to come, and your hard work and dili-
gence is a big part of that.

One of the barriers to entry many
families encounter when sending their
first family member to college is under-
standing the mechanism of paying for
college. In other words, families strug-
gle to grasp the impact student loans
can have on a student’s life, post-gradu-
ation. And what’s even scarier, is fam-

ilies often underestimate the conse-
quences of taking on student loans and
not graduating from college.

Ideally, before sending your student
to any college, you should take the time
to calculate their projected student loan
balance at the conclusion of their col-
lege experience, and then calculate
what the monthly payment will be for
the student. Too often prospective stu-
dents and their parents skip this simple
step, which ends up being a giant mis-
take. How can you possibly begin to
evaluate the value of an education if you
don’t know how it will affect your fi-
nances upon the payments coming
due?

Planning steps

Admittedly, having access to tens of
thousands of dollars of borrowed mon-
ey, which you don’t have to begin to
make payments on for years, is a surreal
experience, especially if no one in your
family has ever experienced it before.
Many families adopt a “we’ll figure it out
later” strategy, which generally creates
peace now and chaos later.

Do the math now.
Next, consider your student’s field of

study as it relates to the ability to earn a
living. If the average person in a given
career can’t earn enough money to pay
back the student loans associated with
entering that particular field, it might be
time to go back to the drawing board.
There are several systemic reasons why

millions of Americans are saddled with
student loan debt, but the unwilling-
ness to consider the cost of a degree in
relation to the income it can generate,
lays the blame at the feet of families who
refuse to do the math now.

You’ve obviously noticed I haven’t
addressed your question about student
loan forgiveness yet. But frankly, I don’t
think taking on a more expensive edu-
cation in the hopes that the debt associ-
ated with that education is forgiven,
makes much sense. It’s way too early to
know what student loan forgiveness

might look like, if it happens at all. But
more importantly, your daughter
doesn’t even have student loan debt yet.
Your focus should be taking on the least
amount of debt as possible, while still
securing a quality education which will
lead to attractive career prospects.

Turn your full attention to helping
your daughter choose the most cost effi-
cient school she can, and then ensure
she’s 100% committed to earning her
degree. Being the first person in your
family to go to college can be life-chang-
ing, but finding yourself drowning in
student loan debt without a college de-
gree, can be equally life-changing, but
for much more difficult reasons.

Remember, knowing exactly how
much money your daughter will owe
each month is the keystone to making a
good decision, not whether or not the
government enacts a student loan for-
giveness program. And to be fair, your
teen daughter might not know the real
difference between a $400/month obli-
gation for a decade and a $650/month
for a decade. That’s where your real
world experience can come in handy to
help her gain some much needed per-
spective.

Peter Dunn is an author, speaker and
radio host, and he has a free podcast:
“Million Dollar Plan.” Have a question
for Pete the Planner? Email him at
AskPete@petetheplanner.com. The
views and opinions expressed in this
column are the author’s and do not nec-
essarily reflect those of USA TODAY.

Don’t bank on student loan forgiveness
Pete the Planner
Peter Dunn

USA TODAY
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I’ve never really understood the
hoopla surrounding Dow 10K, 20K or
30K, for that matter.

It is true I have a Dow 20K hat, but it
was a gift. I found it this past spring
when the Dow Jones Industrial Average
dipped below 20K again after first scal-
ing the hurdle on Jan. 25, 2017 wiping
out three years of gains, a grim reminder
that Mr. Market has a mind of his own.

Yet after the most dramatic and shor-
test bear market on record, the market
not only came roaring back – it sailed
past Dow 30K for the first time on Nov.
24. Since the low on March 23, the S&P
500 is up 53.1% through Dec. 4. 

Now what? Is it time to sell? Increase
stock exposure? Or just buy Bitcoin?

Let’s be real: November was the best
month since 1987, which was the year of
another epic sell-off. And if we learned
anything from the Dow 20K roundtrip, it
was that stocks don’t ascend in a
straight line. Nor do they adhere to our
arbitrary expectations.

Stocks gauge future earnings growth,
which is correlated to future economic
growth. The market’s focus is not to-
morrow, or next week, but the next six to
12 months. And, frankly, despite the ef-
fects of resurging COVID-19 cases and
deaths, future U.S. and global economic
growth look pretty darn good.

The problem with focusing on targets
such as Dow 30K is that they are a dis-
traction. I have heard from many people
asking whether they should be invest-
ing now that the market has hit Dow
30K. Should they wait for a pullback?

The questions are reasonable and
logical, but rarely does market timing
work for individual or professional in-

vestors. Stocks don’t react to targets
they trade on future earnings.

If you look at the Dow price chart of
monthly closes since 1896, you will see
an index in a relentless climb upward.
Of course, every student of the market
knows about the crash of 1929, Black
Monday in October of 1987, and the bear
markets of 2008-2009 and 2020. And
we tend to place much greater emphasis
on declines than on the two-thirds of
annual periods when the market in-
creases in value.

Yardeni Research recently cited a
study conducted by the Pew Charitable
Trusts that revealed only seven state re-
tirement plans in the U.S. are funded at
90% or higher.

South Dakota is at the top of the list

with 100% funding; New Jersey is the
worst at a funded ratio of 38.4%.

I mention this here because with the
market hitting all-time highs, we would
expect public pensions to be in much
better shape. The prudent move, if you
are the future beneficiary of a public
pension, is to set aside additional assets
for retirement. And, if you have a 401(k),
keep contributing. Retirement is 20
years of unemployment. We will need
all we can get.

Stocks are undoubtedly due for a cor-
rection at some point – recall that we ex-
perience a correction of some magni-
tude once every 12 months on average –
but that is not a reason not to invest.

In February, as the market was hit-
ting new highs, this column suggested

increasing contribution levels to your
401(k) in preparation for the inevitable
correction, so you would be investing
more dollars at cheaper prices. I hope
you did.

Here are some suggestions to consid-
er for your 401(k) as the Dow once again
hits new highs:

h Review your current allocations.
Consider adding to global holdings. The
rest of the world has underperformed
the U.S. for a long time. Now may be the
time to dip your toe in.

h Bonds have had a great year and in-
terest rates are near historic lows. Re-
member, when rates rise, the underly-
ing prices of bonds decline. Now may be
a good time to trim your winners and
look for better (read: less expensive)
places to be invested.

h Consider investments in hybrid se-
curities such as convertible bonds, con-
vertible preferred stocks or straight pre-
ferred stocks. Especially if you seek in-
come.

h If you are materially overweighting
growth stocks, you may want to trim
and look for a high-quality value fund.
In the near term, value may continue to
outperform growth as it has recently.

Pundits will tell you – with an air of
complete certainty – why the market
performed so well in November: the vac-
cine, uncertainty surrounding another
presidential election (more or less) in
the books, a robust economic rebound
thanks to unprecedented monetary and
fiscal stimulus. All of these are plausi-
ble.

But the fact is, no one knows for sure,
which is why the best strategy for your
401(k) is to keep contributing and stay
the course. Because eventually, we will
be musing about Dow 40K, with Dow
30K in the rearview mirror.

Ignore the record Dow and stay the course
Nancy Tengler
Special to USA TODAY

The Wall Street bull near the New York Stock Exchange is back, but don’t get
caught up in the daily or weekly Dow numbers. SPENCER PLATT/GETTY IMAGES
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Hulu’s holiday rom-com has good intentions but
had a chance to do more. News & views, Page 7B

‘Happiest Season’ misses the
mark for LGBTQ community

The actress discusses “Normal” things including
being pregnant in a pandemic. Page 8B

Rachel Bloom’s memoir mixes
comedy and vulnerability
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Top selling titles for week ending Dec.
6. Full list in tomorrow’s USA TODAY.

1. A Promised Land
Barack Obama

2. Cat Kid Comic Club
Dav Pilkey

3. The Boy, the Mole, the Fox and the
Horse Charlie Mackesy

4. Diary of a Wimpy Kid: The Deep
End Jeff Kinney

5. Dog Man: Grime and Punishment
Dav Pilkey

USA TODAY

USA TODAY Best-sellers

USA TODAY SNAPSHOTS©

The annual barrage of meet-cute holiday movies may not be so

feel-good if you just got dumped on Turkey Day. h Getting over a

breakup, especially during a pandemic, isn’t always easy, but

movies sure do help. Whether you watch with a handful of friends

(socially distanced, of course) or by yourself snuggled up in paja-

mas, movies are a great distraction that allows you to let loose and

take your mind off of you know who. 

“Watching movies is like mind
slush, mind-numbing,” says Dorree
Lynn, a celebrity psychotherapist
and sexpert known to her fans as Dr.
Dorree, who suggests watching up-
lifting films to “ ‘pig out’ for days
without having to think.”

“Feel-good flicks help,” she ad-
vises. Many people who have just
been dumped “tend to binge-watch
so that they don’t have to feel.”

Carmelia Ray, a celebrity match-
maker and star of the reality series
“Mom vs Matchmaker,” notes that
it’s common for relationships to end
in December because of the intimate
nature of the holiday season.

“For a lot of people who enter rela-
tionships because of ‘cuffing season’
before the holidays, they realize,
‘Well, this is just a casual relation-
ship, not someone I necessarily want
to introduce to my family,’ ” Ray says.

“If you’re not really close, you
don’t know what to do as a gift ... or if
you even want to commit to New

Year’s,” she says. “People often use
that as an opportunity to just sepa-
rate because they don’t know what
to do.” 

If you’re recovering from recent
heartbreak this month, we’ve got
your back! Here are 20 movies from
the 2000s that’ll make you feel better
about your breakup:

‘Legally Blonde’ (2001)

Elle Woods (Reese Witherspoon)
has the ultimate response to her un-
expected breakup (of course, after
initially coping with crying and
chocolates): going to Harvard Law
School.

‘My Super Ex-Girlfriend’ (2006)

If you think your ex is bad, try
breaking up with a clingy superhero
(played by Uma Thurman).

MOVIES

Reese Witherspoon, right, and Linda Cardellini in the original “Legally
Blonde.” TRACY BENNETT/METRO-GOLDWYN-MAYER

Buck up after
a breakup
through films
Jenna Ryu USA TODAY

“Hustlers” follows a group of former strippers who navigate the business
world after the 2008 economic collapse. BARBARA NITKE VIA AP

See BREAKUP, Page 7B

Amanda Seyfried’s farm in the
Catskills might seem like a world away
from Hollywood – both the one of
2020 as well as the 1930s version seen
in her new film “Mank” – but it also
grounds the actress like nowhere else.

“You see these animals, they don’t
need much and they give so much
without meaning to, and you can really
put things in perspective a lot easier
when you’re surrounded by animals
and people who work really hard,” says
Seyfried, who gave birth in September
to her second child, a baby boy, with
husband Thomas Sadoski. “It’s harder
to get your head stuck up your (butt)
when you live on a farm.”

Seyfried, 35, stars in director David
Fincher’s “Citizen Kane” origin tale
“Mank” (in select theaters now,
streaming on Netflix) – and is, for the
first time in her career, seriously in the
Oscar discussion. She plays real-life
savvy starlet Marion Davies, the girl-
friend of married media mogul Wil-
liam Randolph Hearst (Charles Dance)
who strikes up a friendship with
screenwriter Herman J. Mankiewicz
(Gary Oldman).

“The relationship that Marion had
with Hearst was very real. She had a
genuine love for him. It’s hard for any-
body to believe that that could be true
because she was much younger and
she was his mistress for years and
years,” Seyfried says. “There was such
a sweetness and such a good bond be-
tween them that never broke.”

Seyfried talks with USA TODAY
about her latest role, awards recogni-
tion and COVID-19-era life on the farm:

Question: “Mank” finds Marion at
a career crossroads, with the men
around her wanting her to go one
way in her career and she wants to go
another direction. Do you find your-
self connecting with that in a way?

Amanda Seyfried: Listen, there’s al-
ways a game somehow. People will al-
ways push you to do things, for what-
ever reasons, (like) the benefits of do-
ing a superhero movie. I mean, any
agent wants their client to do a super-
hero movie, just for every reason: in-
ternational success, box-office suc-
cess, financial success. It’s good for ev-
erybody, but it’s not for everybody. You
can carve a career out for yourself
without doing those big tentpole
movies.

You do have to push back to make it
very clear what you’re willing to do and
what you’re not, or else you’ll just be
forced into these genres that you don’t
want to do or these roles that you’re
not comfortable with. You just have to
know what you want.

Q: Who knows what the upcoming
Oscars will look like, but is the
awards talk around you a cool pros-
pect?

Seyfried: Yeah, it’s really great. I
haven’t experienced this kind of dis-

MOVIES

Seyfried’s
life on the
farm puts
her fame
in focus
Brian Truitt
USA TODAY

See SEYFRIED, Page 7B

Amanda Seyfried stars as 1930s
Hollywood starlet Marion Davies in
David Fincher’s “Mank.” NETFLIX

The journalist’s next book finds him in
the familiar world of documenting a
presidency’s ending. Woodward is
teaming with Washington Post col-
league Robert Costa on a book about
the waning days of Donald Trump’s
administration and on the initial
phase of Joe Biden’s presidency. The
book does not yet have a title or re-
lease date. In 1976, Woodward and
then-fellow Washington Post reporter
Carl Bernstein collaborated on the
best-selling “The Final Days,” what
was then an unusually detailed and
devastating account of President
Richard Nixon as he neared being
forced out of office over the Wa-
tergate scandal the reporters helped
break. Woodward already has written
two bestsellers on Trump, “Fear” and
“Rage.”

JOSMAR TAVERAS/USA TODAY

MAKING WAVES
BOB WOODWARD

The radio personality will con-
tinue to produce and host “The

Howard Stern Show” exclusively for
SiriusXM for the next five years after
he extended his agreement with the
audio entertainment company. Stern,
66, first announced the news during
his show Tuesday morning, explaining
he felt “liberated” in switching to
SiriusXM. He added of his gig’s bene-
fits: “Plus, now that I can work from
home, I simply don’t have an excuse
to quit.” Financial terms were not
disclosed for the latest agreement. In
2015, when Stern previously signed
on for another five years with the
company, it was reported that the
company had been paying him $80
million a year for the show.

KEVIN KANE/GETTY IMAGES 

HOW WAS YOUR DAY?
HOWARD STERN FANS

Judi Dench is 86. John Malkovich is
67. Donny Osmond is 63.

IT’S YOUR BIRTHDAY
WHO’S CELEBRATING TODAY



6B ❚ WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 9, 2020 ❚ USA TODAY LIFE

© WIGGLES 3D GAMES
DON’T QUOTE ME®

Rearrange the words to complete the quote.Aviator Richard Byrd
shares this insight. BEGIN INDISPENSABLE MAN NO

RECOGNIZES UNTIL WISDOM

A ________ DOESN’T ___________ TO ATTAIN ___________

___________ HE ______________ THAT HE IS

________ LONGER ______________.
12/9

Tuesday’s Answer: “Love’s greatest gift is its ability to make
everything it touches sacred.” - Barbara De Angelis

TXTPERT

Across

1. 58343

2. 738

4. 333328

6. 223

7. 76748466

10. 824

11. 628

Down

1. 5836

2. 7823486

3. 833

5. 3267

8. 688

9. 638

12
/9

Today’s theme

Sports

Use the

phone

keypad to

decode the

clues.

For example:

2 could be A,

B or C ... and

5678 could

be LOST

12
/8

© USA TODAY and Rich Coulter Yesterday’s solution

1

2 3

4 5

6

7 8 9

10 11

I
1

P
2

O P
3

E

M
4

O N
5

K R

A U I

M
6

I N I S
7

T E R

A S

S
8

H I N T O

I N

F
9

A N A T I C

ACROSS
1 Event on Singles’

Day
5 Tightly packed

10 Marmalade
ingredient

14 Caterer’s carrier
15 Veggie stock

ingredient
16 Water balloons,

e.g.
17 “Oh, come on!”
20 Attracts
21 Later edition
22 “I could ___ some

help”
23 Word after “kiss”

or “nanny”
25 Before now
26 Stuff under

sashimi
29 Prefix for “evident”
31 Sycophant
33 Surgery memento
34 Drug made from

poppy plants
36 Cemetery divisions
37 Senior noncom-

missioned officer
41 Christmas list

keeper
42 Gets closer
43 In real time
44 Tea holder
46 “What’s up?”
50 Metal before

refinement
51 Cork removal

sound
52 Ten ___ (tea

company)
54 Macadamia, e.g.
55 Autumn zodiac

sign
58 Place to pick a

pumpkin
60 What ISPs provide
63 Gas in some lights
64 Makes less

stringent
65 Oldest

independent state
in the Arab world

66 Put in order
67 Discreet

rendezvous

68 Noun-forming
suffix

DOWN
1 Touchscreen tool

2 Inspire to act
3 Wreath plant
4 Fictional

governess Jane
5 Mafia boss
6 Mammoth
7 Late time,

informally
8 Steel-wool

scrubber
9 The “E” in Einstein’s

special relativity
equation

10 Salonpas target
11 ;-) or :-(

12 Largest bird native
to Australia

13 ___ Angeles
Sparks

18 Exit key
19 Brazil’s second-

largest city,
informally

24 “Look ___ this
way . . .”

27 Carrie
Chapman ___

28 Hospital parts, for
short

30 Strong suit
32 Make changes to
33 Symbol seen twice

after https:
35 “Love Has No

Labels” ad, e.g.
36 ___ diem
37 Partner of square
38 Shareholder,

for example
39 Valentine’s

Day flowers
40 “Ali” actress

Nona
41 ___-mo
44 Instrument

similar to the
trumpet

45 Show up
47 Soon enough
48 Desert plants
49 Capital of

Greece
51 ___ ejemplo
53 “TED Radio

Hour” broadcaster

56 Hundredth of a
euro

57 Teeny
59 Direct-selling

cosmetics
company

60 Plug-___ (software
additions)

61 Prefix meaning
“recent”

62 Approximate fig.

Answers: Call 1-900-988-8300, 99 cents a minute; or, with a credit card, 1-800-320-4280.
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CROSSWORD

BY Zhouqin Burnikel

Tuesday’s Answer

12/8

© Andrews McMeel 12/9

CROSSWORDS
ON YOUR PHONE

get our crossword app

EDITED Erik Agard

DIFFICULTY RATING �����

Complete the grid so that every row, column and 3x3
box contains the numbers 1 through 9 (no repeats).

12/9

12/8

SUDOKU FUSION
ON YOUR PHONE

puzzles.usatoday.com

Complete the grid so that every row, column and 3x2
box contains the numbers 1 through 6 (no repeats).

DIFFICULTY RATING �����

9 5 3 6 2

2

4 7 5

8 3 1 5

1 2 9

3 9 4 7

7 5 6

9

6 3 4 8 9

5 3

5 6 4

5 2

2 6

4 5 6

3 6

7 3 6 2 4 9 5 8 1
5 8 4 1 7 6 2 9 3
2 1 9 3 8 5 7 4 6
4 9 2 6 1 8 3 5 7
8 7 5 9 3 2 6 1 4
1 6 3 7 5 4 8 2 9
6 5 7 8 9 1 4 3 2
3 4 1 5 2 7 9 6 8
9 2 8 4 6 3 1 7 5

1 5 2 3 6 4

6 4 3 5 1 2

5 6 1 4 2 3

3 2 4 1 5 6

2 3 5 6 4 1

4 1 6 2 3 5

Tuesday’s Answers

SUDOKU

© Andrews McMeel

QUICKCROSS

By John Wilmes 12/9

Pickleball shot

Certain body compound

(Old [?) blue]

Leg joint

Basketball shot

Afghanistan is to my east

Actress Campbell

Actor Danny

Tuesday’s Answer

12/8

Y I P S

A R L O

D O U R

I N M E
QUICKCROSS
ON YOUR PHONE

puzzles.usatoday.com
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4.
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6.
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PLAY ONLINE
PUZZLES.USATODAY.COM

UP & DOWN WORDS

By David L. Hoyt and Russell L. Hoyt

1. Seat of government, often

2. Regional lawyer

3. Chief law officer

4. Community at large

5. Famous person

6. Ice-skating maneuver

7. 2006 Paul Walker movie

Clues: Tuesday’s Answer

BREATHE

EASY

MARK

CUBAN

SANDWICH

MEAT

LOCKER

EASY
MARK

CUBAN

SANDWICH

MEAT

LOCKER

ROOM

FEDERAL

12/9
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T A I K D B E I G E S G

P H C T L I L J Q U B F

O Q A R A H A A D L U R

L S B I Y L E M T B L E

I S D N P L I A O I C N

S Y E X A M I A R N N C

H B U Y E R X C N T D H

V A Q C R Y P T C R S S

WORD ROUNDUP

By David L. Hoyt and Jeff Knurek

Tuesday’s answer: GRIMACE FROWN SMIRK SMILE GRIN / BUFFER

DIFFER RUFFLE TOFFEE / PLUTO CERES / AFRICA ASIA / VOLVO MAZDA

12/9

Find and Circle:
Five languages ☑☐☐☐☐
Four words with Y in the middle ☐☐☐☐
Three playing card suits ☐☐☐
Two colors ending with E ☐☐
Test ☐
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PUZZLES
To report problems, email feedback@usatoday.com.

For more puzzles, get the USA TODAY Crossword app.

It’s beginning to look a lot like Christ-
mas as TV networks and streaming ser-
vices roll out a colorfully wrapped array

of holiday specials from
now until the end of the
year.

TV’s holiday firma-
ment features bright
stars such as Mariah
Carey, Carrie Under-
wood, Thomas Rhett,
Garth Brooks, Trisha
Yearwood and Matthew

Morrison, along with “Stars Wars” Lego
characters, Minions, Rugrats, and plen-
ty of music.

Also look for perennial holiday clas-
sics including “It’s A Wonderful Life,” “A
Christmas Story and “The Sound of Mu-
sic” along with animated specials. 

Here’s the menu of upcoming treats:

New gifts

’Tis the season for huge brand
names, and Disney+ makes sure the
seasonal Force is with you with “The Le-
go Star Wars Holiday Special” (now
streaming). 

Traditionalists will relish the return
of the legendary 1966 cartoon, “How the
Grinch Stole Christmas!” (streaming
on Amazon), but those curious to see an
update can catch NBC’s “Dr. Seuss’ The
Grinch Musical!” ( Wednesday, 8 EST/
PST) from the Troubadour Theatre in
London, with Matthew Morrison
(“Glee”) as the tiny-hearted title charac-
ter. 

Fruitcake isn’t the only place to find
dates during the holidays as HBO Max
introduces “12 Dates of Christmas”
(now streaming), an eight-episode se-
ries that features “three hopefully ro-
mantic singles (searching for) someone
to bring home for the holidays.” Sounds
like “Love Actually” as a reality compe-
tition.

The popular Minions movie charac-
ters get into the holiday TV game with

“Illumination Presents Minions Holi-
day Special,”available on NBCUniver-
sal’s streaming service, Peacock.

Musical merriment

Singing stars take center stage to
help viewers celebrate the holidays.

PBS celebrates the holiday with dif-
ferent musical styles. The 17th annual
“Christmas with the Tabernacle
Choir,” featuring actors Kelli O’Hara and
Richard Thomas, premieres Dec. 14 (9
EST/PST, times may vary). “Ella Wish-
es You a Swingin’ Christmas with Va-
nessa Williams,” a celebration of clas-
sic holiday tunes from Ella Fitzgerald,
arrives Dec. 15 (8 EST/PST, times may
vary).

In HBO Max’s “My Gift: A Christmas

Special From Carrie Underwood”
(now streaming), the Grammy-winning
singer combines traditional holiday fa-
vorites with original material from her
first full-length Christmas album, “My
Gift,” which was released this fall. John
Legend joins Underwood for a duet.

Apple TV+ unwrapped “Mariah
Carey’s Magical Christmas Special”
on Friday. The music superstar, long as-
sociated with the holiday, is joined by
Tiffany Haddish, Billy Eichner, Ariana
Grande, Jennifer Hudson, Snoop Dogg
and Misty Copeland.

If that’s not enough superstar power,
Garth Brooks and Trisha Yearwood re-
turn to CBS for a new one-hour concert
special, “Garth & Trisha Live! A Holi-
day Concert Event”Dec. 20 (8:30
EST/8 PST delayed). Fans also can
stream both on CBS All Access.

Classics in waiting

These returning shows are trying to
cement a permanent place in the holi-
day TV pantheon. 

“The Great Christmas Light Fight,”
ABC’s popular decorating competition,
returns for its eighth season on
Wednesday (8 EST/PST).

As part of its annual “Nickmas” roll-
out of more than 100 hours of seasonal
content, Nickelodeon presents classics
including “Rugrats Chanukah” (Dec. 10
and 17, 10 EST/PST). 

“A Charlie Brown Christmas,“ is
available to Apple TV+ subscribers, with
free viewing Dec. 11 to 13, along with a
PBS broadcast Dec. 13 (7:30 EST/
PST,times may vary).

“A Christmas Story” arrives for its
annual 24-hour marathon Dec. 24 on
TBS (8 EST/PST) and TNT (9 EST/PST).

Need more holiday classics? Get your
annual Edelweiss fix when ABC broad-
casts the incomparable Julie Andrews
in 1965’s “The Sound of Music” (Dec.
20, 7 EST/PST)

Finally, NBC continues a Christmas
Eve tradition with a Jimmy Stewart film
that’s synonymous with the holiday,
“It’s a Wonderful Life” ( 8 EST/PST).

TELEVISION

New and vintage gifts await viewers
Bill Keveney
USA TODAY

Mariah Carey, seen during her All I Want for Christmas Is You tour in 2018,
unwrapped a new Christmas special on Apple TV+. SAMIR HUSSEIN/WIREIMAGE

The Grinch, with his long-suffering
dog, Max, in the 1966 animated classic,
arrives in many forms, including an
NBC stage musical, during the
upcoming holiday season.
WARNER BROS. ENTERTAINMENT, INC.

Underwood 
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“Happiest Season“ on Hulu had all
the ingredients to be a good, ground-
breaking Christmas movie: actual gay
people behind (director and co-writer
Clea DuVall) and in front (Kristen Stew-
art, Dan Levy, Victor Garber) of the cam-
era; a trailer that promised a story of ac-
ceptance; and a prime-time holiday
season streaming release.

What it turned into, however, was a
poor example of what a healthy gay rela-
tionship and a healthy coming-out story
should look like – especially with a glar-
ing lack of such examples in main-
stream media.

“Happiest Season” tells the story of
Abby (Stewart) and Harper (Mackenzie
Davis), a lesbian couple in love. Abby is
ready to propose to Harper and plans to
do so at Harper’s parents’ house over
Christmas. The wrinkle: Harper’s family
doesn’t know she’s gay. The movie turns
into less of a romantic comedy and more
of a claustrophobic, “unhappy” season
of the horror that is being trapped in the
closet.

Abby and Harper stay in separate
bedrooms and have to sneak around to
get any alone time; Harper denies being
gay in front of her whole family; and Ab-
by lies to Harper’s mother (Mary Steen-
burgen) and says that her gay best
friend (Levy) is her ex-boyfriend, for
starters. Harper generally leaves Abby
to spend time with others throughout
the film – mirroring her avoidance to-
ward revealing her sexual orientation. 

For some LGBTQ viewers, watching a
movie like this resurfaces the horrors of
being closeted – I say this as someone
unpacking demons of my own after be-
ing closeted for 22 years. I didn’t need to
watch a movie like this and relive it. This
isn’t a knock on DuVall, as the film is in-
spired partly by her own coming-out ex-
perience. But a more nuanced, fleshed-
out movie could have gone beyond the
trite.

Gay people, myself included, likely
rolled their eyes at the film’s premise:
Another coming-out movie? Yes, it’s a
big deal that movies such as “Happiest
Season” and “Love, Simon” exist. Yes,
LGBTQ people don’t see themselves on

screen nearly as much as straight
counterparts. But that doesn’t mean we
only deserve “coming-out” movies.

There is such a thing as gay joy, and
heartbreak unrelated to the feeling of
being closeted. Think about films such
as “Call Me By Your Name” (which, yes,
was controversial in its own right) and
“Moonlight.” Or “God’s Own Country,”
“Portrait of a Lady on Fire” and “BPM
(Beats Per Minute).” None of these re-
quired a coming-out narrative to tell a
meaningful LGBTQ story (though most
are still sad, and shows how far film has
to go in telling a wider range of LGBTQ
cinema).

I would have loved to watch a ro-
mance blossom on screen between two
people who accept themselves and each
other. One that could still include ro-
mantic comedy high jinks but also tell a
deeper, more fully realized LGBTQ story. 

This film had an opportunity to ex-

plore what a healthy gay relationship
looks like.

The healthiest relationship on screen
is between Abby and Riley (Aubrey Pla-
za), Harper’s secret childhood girl-
friend. The pair spend time together in a
gay bar – perhaps the safest scene in the
movie – and seem most comfortable
with themselves. The chemistry be-
tween them as friends, and maybe
something more, is palpable and re-
freshing (and I was not alone in rooting
for them). When Harper pulls Abby
away from time with Riley, it’s clear Har-
per is the film’s villain.

What’s worse is that Harper never
comes out on her own. Her sister Sloane
(Alison Brie) outs her at a Christmas
party – an awful and unnecessary scene
that strips away any type of agency Har-
per hopes to regain, and leaves Abby
never knowing if Harper would have
told her family in the first place.

There seems to be a narrative in the
film that everyone’s coming-out story is
different. That maybe it’s OK that Har-
per was outed this way because hey, at
least she’s out and can be with Abby, fi-
nally! Yay!

Not quite.
It’s true that no universal coming-out

story exists. But doing damage to others
in the process of people figuring out who
they are is never OK. Abby should be an-
gry with Harper for putting her back in
the closet. She should be mad at her for
making her feel less than her full, au-
thentic self. She should break up with
her – or at least take a long pause – until
Harper grapples with her demons.

What’s more, “coming out” doesn’t
suddenly go away after some big revela-
tion. The “one year later” montage at the
film’s end, with characters smiling and
happy together – not unlike the flash-
forward audiences face at the end of
“Love, Simon” – misses the point of
what coming out actually is. It’s a series
of many “coming out” experiences over
years, unpacking the trauma of hiding
oneself and the work one must do to en-
joy healthy relationships with friends,
family and significant others.

“To me, ‘happiest season’ is the first
chapter of a coming-out story,” writer
Jill Gutowitz shared on Twitter. “The
second would be Harper realizing that
what she did to survive the first wave of
coming out was bad, and that not only
did she hurt herself in trying to assimi-
late, but she hurt the people around
her.” And as The New Yorker’s Emily
Nussbaum points out, “there should be
way more lesbian rom-coms, so one
doesn’t have to bear the brutal weight of
everyone’s holiday wishes.”

The movie in itself isn’t all terrible.
“It’s inclusive, surprising, clever and
plenty heartfelt, Kristen Stewart’s fun-
ny(!), and Daniel Levy’s pop culture
takeover continues to be one of 2020’s
most wonderful things,” writes USA TO-
DAY movie critic Brian Truitt. I agree the
film has heart and had good intentions.

But just because something – or
someone – has good intentions doesn’t
make something a part of appropriate
LGBTQ film canon. This film’s inclusion
on any such list would make many a gay
person quite “unhappy.”

MOVIES NEWS & VIEWS

‘Season’ sells the LGBTQ community short
David Oliver
USA TODAY

Kristen Stewart, left, and Mackenzie Davis star as a lesbian couple whose
relationship is tested by a holiday get-together in “Happiest Season.” HULU

‘The Pursuit of Happyness’ (2006)

This classic drama (based on a true
story) teaches viewers that happiness is
something that can take time to find,
but when you have it, boy, does it feel
great.

‘Forgetting Sarah Marshall’ (2008)

What’s worse than being dumped by
your cool TV star girlfriend? Seeing her
and her new boyfriend during your va-
cation. 

‘500 Days of Summer’ (2009)

It’s a love story, but also the exact op-
posite of a love story, as the rom-com
starring Joseph Gordon-Levitt and
Zooey Deschanel explores how impos-
sible the cliched “perfect romance” is.

‘Jennifer’s Body’ (2009)

A zombie chick (Megan Fox) who se-
duces boys then eats them? Yes, please!

‘Scott Pilgrim vs. the World’ (2010)

Scott Pilgrim (Michael Cera) not only
has to meet the exes of his new girl-
friend (Mary Elizabeth Winstead), but
he also must defeat all of seven of them. 

‘Valentine’s Day’ (2010)

Watch a series of interconnected love
(and breakup) stories between charac-
ters (Jessica Alba, Jessica Biel and Brad-
ley Cooper among them) who try to
navigate the romantic holiday.

‘Bridesmaids’ (2011)

Kristen Wiig shows us that being sin-
gle isn’t all too bad (with a few question-
able moments) when her best friend
(Maya Rudolph) asks her to be her maid
of honor.

‘Gone Girl’ (2014)

Nick Dunne (Ben Affleck) learns that
all relationships aren’t perfect when he
uncovers the dark truth behind the sud-

den disappearance of his wife (Rosa-
mund Pike).

‘La La Land’ (2016)

Two lovers (Ryan Gosling and Emma
Stone) learn that sometimes, your ideal
future might not include your signifi-
cant other.

‘Girls Trip’ (2017)

A movie with a relatable life lesson:
One of the best sources of happiness is
your support system. Four best friends
who have grown apart (Regina Hall, Tif-
fany Haddish, Jada Pinkett Smith and
Queen Latifah) reunite when a work va-
cation turns into a dance- and drink-
filled girls trip. 

‘Get Out’ (2017)

Meeting the girlfriend’s parents goes
totally wrong for Chris (Daniel Kaluuya),

who discovers the disturbing truth
about their weekend getaway.

‘Lady Bird’ (2017)

An angsty teenage girl (Saoirse Ro-
nan) is applying to colleges, meeting
boys (and dumping them) and hilari-
ously bickering with her overprotec-
tive mom. What’s more relatable than
that?

‘Call Me By Your Name’ (2018)

An unexpected relationship forms
between a teen (Timothée Chalamet)
and an older grad student (Armie
Hammer) to teach viewers an impor-
tant lesson about the feelings of con-
fusion and pain that accompany
heartbreak.

‘Hustlers’ (2019)

Along with its all-star female cast
(Lili Reinhart, Jennifer Lopez, Keke
Palmer, Constance Wu, Cardi B),
“Hustlers” examines the importance
of friendship, self-worth and female
solidarity while exploring the nuances
of the stripping profession. 

‘Midsommar’ (2019)

Sometimes, it takes a violent cult
and multiple tragedies to allow you to
realize how unrequited your relation-
ship is. At least that’s the case for Dani
(Florence Pugh). 

‘Always Be My Maybe’ (2019)

Two childhood friends (Ali Wong,
Randall Park) reunite unexpectedly
many years after their brief teenage
fling ended poorly. 

‘The Invisible Man’ (2020)

A woman (Elisabeth Moss) leaves
her abusive relationship only to be tor-
mented and stalked by her husband
(Oliver Jackson-Cohen) wearing an in-
visible suit.

‘Seriously Single’ (2020)

A serial monogamist (Fulu Mugov-
hani) is forced to confront life as a sin-
gle woman with the help of her bestie
(Tumi Morake). 

Breakup
Continued from Page 5B

Daniel Kaluuya gets more than he
bargained for from Allison Williams in
“Get Out.” JUSTIN LUBIN/UNIVERSAL STUDIOS

Ali Wong and Randall Park get a
second chance in “Always Be My
Maybe.” EDS ARAQUEL/NETFLIX

cussion surrounding me and my per-
formance ever. I’ve always skated
through reviews. I’ve had luck with not
getting anything totally horrible said
about my performance, but it’s always
just been “Amanda Seyfried, who
plays this character” or, you know,
“She was fine.” This is definitely out of
the norm for me. I just want to keep
working and I want people to respect
me.

Q: Are you close to getting back to
work yet or is it still too soon with
the baby?

Seyfried: I don’t know what I’m go-
ing to do next. The COVID protocols
are great and they’re in place, but this
virus, it’s so unpredictable and there’s
nothing I want to sink my teeth into
yet. I would always rather be with my
children, but there’s also that need to
work and I don’t have that right now. I
just want to be with him.

Q: What was that like having a ba-
by during a pandemic?

Seyfried: The delivery process and
being in the hospital is definitely dif-
ferent. There’s this major threat, but it
didn’t feel that different for me. People
are wearing masks and I’m not in that
particular moment. That’s really the
only thing.

Living up here in a small town, I felt
like it was good timing for us. It was
definitely not planned, but the only
difference for me was going to the doc-
tor every week with a mask on and
staying away from most people
(laughs). That’s the hardest part, not
letting people hold your baby and
come visit. My in-laws have not met
their grandson. The physical part is
not so bad; not being able to be togeth-
er is hard.

Q: I have enjoyed the many farm
animal pictures on your Instagram.
Which one’s the hardest to photo-
graph?

Seyfried: Brownie the goat because
he’s always moving. Animals don’t fol-
low commands. It’s hard to get them to
stand still and Brownie’s always up in
your business. He’s always trying to
get really close to you because he likes
when you scratch where his horns
used to be.

Seyfried
Continued from Page 5B
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8:00 8:30 9:00 9:30 10:00 10:30 11:00 11:30
NETWORK

ABC The Great Christmas Light Fight A family shows off their garden display; a family reveals their light display

that features over 100 stuffed teddy bears; a time machine display is featured. (N) (Season premiere)

For Life The Wallace family Thanksgiving brings

added tension to the family. (N)

Local Programs Jimmy Kimmel Live (N)

CBS The Amazing Race (N) SEAL Team Team’s dynamic changes when

teammates make critical career choices. (N)

S.W.A.T. (N) Local Programs The Late Show with

Stephen Colbert (N)

Fox The Masked Singer Final three contestants and unmasked

celebs perform top & unheard holiday songs. (N)

I Can See Your Voice Katharine McPhee waits for Joel

McHale and Niecy Nash to choose contestant. (N)

Local Programs 

NBC Dr. Seuss’ The Grinch Musical! Broadway stars revive the timeless story Dr. Seuss’ iconic children’s book

“How the Grinch Stole Christmas!” during a musical adaption of the holiday classic. (N)

Nurses Nurses working in a busy hospital in Toronto

help a variety of patients.

Local Programs The Tonight Show

Starring Jimmy Fallon (N)

PBS Nature Two polar bear cubs journey to the sea. NOVA Experts test the intelligence of birds. NOVA A new era of space exploration has come. Amanpour and Company (N)

CW Devils Massimo & Subterranea pry NYL’s servers. (N) Greatest Holiday Commercials Countdown 2020 (N) Local Programs 

ION Blue Bloods Danny’s instincts make him look deeper. Blue Bloods Police struggle with citywide blackout. Blue Bloods Attempted murder on fertility doctor. Blue Bloods Issues with Jamie.

Telemundo El Domo del Dinero (N) Todo por mi hija Falsa identidad El arrepentimiento. (N) Noticias Telemundo (N) Noticias Telemundo (N)

Univision Vencer el desamor Imperio de mentiras Dulce ambición Noticiero Univisión (N) Noti. Univi. Ed. noc. (N)

CABLE

A&E Court Cam Court Cam Court Cam (N) Court Cam (N) Rescue Cam (N) Rescue Cam (N) Court Cam Court Cam State trooper.

AMC Four Christmases Circumstances force a couple to visit each of their divorced parents. Vince Vaughn (2008) Fred Claus Santa’s brother works at North Pole, but soon he starts getting into trouble. Vince Vaughn (2007)

Animal Planet North Woods Law: Uncuffed Moose wanders city streets; Officer Canfield tries to save trapped hiker. (N) North Woods Law Angry hunter confronts officers.

BBC America The Wolf of Wall Street Corruption and fraud encapsulate the life of a nefarious New York stock broker in the late ‘80s as he pursues the American dream with excess and affluence. Leonardo DiCaprio, Jonah Hill (2013)

BET House of Payne (N) Assisted Living (N) Tyler Perry’s Sistas Second approach. (N) Games People Play TMZ video. Tyler Perry’s Sistas Second approach.

Bravo The Real Housewives of Orange County (N) The Real Housewives of Orange County (N) The Real Housewives of Salt Lake City (N) What Happens (N) Housewives of Salt Lake

Cartoon Gumball The final straw. Gumball Butterfly attack. Bob’s Burgers Bob’s Burgers American Dad! American Dad! Family Guy Brian’s DNA. Family Guy

CMT Mom Christy dates Fred. Mom Bonnie avoids ex. Mom AA newcomer. Mom Marjorie’s wedding. Mom Women smuggle. Mom Bonnie’s scare. Mom Christy’s feelings. Mom Jill’s assistant.

CNBC Shark Tank A multi-purpose dip is presented. Shark Tank Meat box subscription delivery service. Shark Tank A woman presents her brand of teas. Shark Tank BBQ sauce; Internet entrepreneur.

CNN Anderson Cooper 360°  (N) Cuomo Prime Time (N) CNN Tonight with Don Lemon (N) CNN Tonight with Don Lemon (N)

Comedy South Park The world’s largest beaver dam breaks. South Park South Park South Park South Park Jewish camp. Daily Show (N) South Park

Discovery Josh Gates Tonight Zero gravity. (N) Expedition X (N) Lost Relics of the Knights Templar A Templar relic. (N) Expedition Unknown Secret sheet music.

Disney Liv and Maddie Liv and Maddie Liv and Maddie Big City Greens Big City Greens Big City Greens Raven’s Home Raven’s Home

DisXD Player Select Parker Plays DuckTales DuckTales Amphibia Amphibia Player Select “Fortnite.” Player Select Yammy.

DIY Holmes Inspection Townhouse troubles. Holmes Makes It Right (N) Holmes and Holmes Structural snag. Holmes and Holmes Designer’s advice.

E! Chrisley Knows Best Chrisley Knows Best Chrisley Knows Best Chrisley Knows Best Dating: No Filter (N) Dating: No Filter (N) Dating: No Filter Nightly Pop (N)

Food Guy’s Grocery Games Family favorites. Guy’s Grocery Games A party dinner. (N) Guy’s Grocery Games Family favorites. Guy’s Grocery Games Kids weekend treat.

Fox News Tucker Carlson Tonight  (N) Hannity  (N) The Ingraham Angle (N) Fox News @ Night(N)

Freeform Home Alone 2: Lost in New York A boy boards the wrong plane during Christmas and ends up in New York City. Macaulay Culkin, Joe Pesci (1992) (8:20) The 700 Club 

FX Dr. Seuss’ The Grinch A cave-dwelling grump decides to quiet a town by stealing their Christmas. (2018) Dr. Seuss’ The Grinch A cave-dwelling grump decides to quiet a town by stealing their Christmas. (2018)

FXX Lucy Woman accesses more of brain capacity. (2014) Bob’s Burgers Bob’s Burgers Bob’s Burgers Bob’s Burgers Bob’s Burgers Bob’s Burgers

GSN America Says Master Minds Family Feud Family Feud Family Feud Family Feud Family Feud Family Feud

Hallmark Sense, Sensibility & Snowmen Party planners clash with company CEO. Erin Krakow (2019) Switched for Christmas Twin sisters envious of each other’s life decide to swap places. (2017)

HGTV Fixer to Fabulous Family lake home. Property Brothers: Forever Home Main living area. (N) House Hunters (N) Hunters International (N) House Hunters Hunters International

History Forged in Fire Use piano wire or suspension cable. Forged in Fire M1905 bayonet. (N) Forged in Fire Use steel from old farm equipment. Forged in Fire Ship’s helm to forge hada blades.

HLN Forensic Files Forensic Files Forensic Files Forensic Files Forensic Files Forensic Files Forensic Files Forensic Files

ID The Murder Tapes Dead or alive. The Murder Tapes Michigan shooting. (N) Selena: The Crimes That Changed Us (N) People Magazine Investigates Severed head.

IFC Underworld: Rise of the Lycans Michael Sheen (2009) The Rundown A bounty hunter is sent to the Amazon to find the gold-hunting son of a mobster. Dwayne Johnson (2003) The Rundown (2003)

Lifetime Mistletoe & Menorahs Executive learns about Hanukkah. Kelley Jakle, Jake Epstein (2019) Too Close for Christmas Woman forced to spend Christmas with family she holds a grudge against. (2020)

MotorTrend Bitchin’ Rides ‘32 Ford; Mustang. Bitchin’ Rides A 1951 Ford pickup. (N) Texas Metal Upgrades to a 2018 Camaro ZL1. Texas Metal 2018 Camaro ZL1; 1949 GMC sleeper.

MSNBC All in with Chris Hayes (N) The Rachel Maddow Show  (N) The Last Word with Lawrence O’Donnell (N) The 11th Hour with Brian Williams (N)

MTV The Challenge A ruthless plan emerges. (N) Ridiculousness Ridiculousness Ridiculousness Ridiculousness (N) Ridiculousness

NatGeo Trafficked with Mariana van Zeller Trafficked with Mariana van Zeller Fake dollars. (N) Narco Wars Cocaine trade. (N) (Series premiere) Trafficked with Mariana van Zeller Fake dollars.

NatGeo Wild Killer Shrimp Mantis shrimp crack shell with one blow. Shocking Sharks California’s horn shark is featured. Big Sharks Rule South African shark. Killer Shrimp Mantis shrimp crack shell with one blow.

Nick SpongeBob Week of fun. SpongeBob Young Sheldon Young Sheldon Friends Friends Kissing cover-up. Friends Triplets are born. Friends

OWN Food Fantasies Food Fantasies This Christmas An estranged family comes together to celebrate Christmas. Delroy Lindo, Idris Elba (2007) Food Fantasies

Oxygen Cold Justice Reexamination of gruesome murder. (N) Cold Justice New clues in fatal shotting of a mom. (N) The Case Died With Her Woman mysteriously dies before testifying against man for sexually abusing her.

Paramount Grown Ups Old teammates gather for a reunion. Adam Sandler (2010) (7:00) Grown Ups 2 Family man Lenny and the gang prove their glory days aren’t over yet. Adam Sandler, Kevin James (2013)

Pop NCIS: New Orleans Fugitive ex. NCIS: New Orleans A deadly type of virus is stolen. NCIS: New Orleans Journalist’s source. NCIS: New Orleans Sea wall.

Science Rocket Around the Xmas Tree (N) BattleBots Engineering Catastrophes Apollo 13 rescue.

Sundance Criminal Minds Parolee kills days after release. Criminal Minds Reid’s concerned about his health. Criminal Minds Lovers on interstate murder spree. Criminal Minds Unusual murders in Los Angeles.

Syfy Death Wish Doctor becomes a vigilante after attack. The Fast and the Furious: Tokyo Drift Young man involved in dangerous racing. Lucas Black, Bow Wow (2006) Lake Placid A giant crocodile hunts humans. (1999)

TBS Big Bang Theory Big Bang Theory Big Bang Theory Big Bang Theory Big Bang Theory Full Frontal (N) Conan (N) Full Frontal

TCM The Day the Earth Stood Still An alien lands on Earth with a message. (1951) The 7th Voyage of Sinbad Sinbad faces an unscrupulous magician. Kerwin Mathews (1958) (9:45) 3 Worlds (1960)

TLC My 600-Lb. Life Erica weighs 661-pounds and regrets not keeping a promise to her mother. My 600-Lb. Life Erica fears that her emotional trauma will disrupt her weight loss progress.

TNT All Elite Wrestling: Dynamite Ready Player One Virtual reality world users attempt to find its late creator’s fortune. Tye Sheridan (2018)

Travel The Alaska Triangle Bigfoot hunters track down beast; a cryptozoologist investigates a sea monster. (N) True Paranormal: Fact or Faked Raystown Lake. (N) True Paranormal: Fact or Faked Unidentified figure.

TruTV Impractical: Inside Jokes Impractical: Inside Jokes Impractical: Inside Jokes Impractical: Inside Jokes Impractical: Inside Jokes Impractical: Inside Jokes Impractical: Inside Jokes Top Secret Videos

TV Land Loves Raymond Loves Raymond Everybody Loves Raymond Ray overwhelmed. Loves Raymond Loves Raymond The King of Queens The King of Queens

USA WWE NXT (Live) John Wick: Chapter 2 Hitman John Wick comes out of retirement to stop former colleague. (2017) (10:08)

VH1 Coming to America An African prince flees an arranged marriage to find his own American queen. Eddie Murphy, Arsenio Hall (1988) Beverly Hills Cop A Detroit cop turns L.A. upside down. Eddie Murphy (1984)

Viceland Top Gear Testing off-road vehicles without GPS. Top Gear Three test favorite 80’s cars for celeb. While the Rest of Us Die Defense spending. VICE News Tonight (N) Home for the (N)

WE Law & Order Former senator suspected of murder. Law & Order Assisted suicide. Law & Order Kidnapping takes place during blackout. Law & Order Scientist’s notorious research exposed.

Weather Highway Thru Hell Coquihalla River. Highway Thru Hell Semi-trailer on the edge of a cliff. Highway Thru Hell Lost truck near gold mining town. Ice Pilots: NWT A cold snap.

WGN America NewsNation NewsNation NewsNation NewsNation

MOVIE NETWORKS

Cinemax The Art of Racing in the Rain An aspiring race car driver forms a lifelong

connection with his dog. Milo Ventimiglia, Amanda Seyfried (2019)

The Great Gilly Hopkins An out-of-control and assertive 11-year-old girl in the foster system is taken in by a

strange family, but she learns that they may not be so bad. Sophie Nélisse, Kathy Bates (2016) (9:50)

Dodgeball: A True

Underdog Story (2004)

Encore The Mask of Zorro A retired freedom fighter transforms

a drunken outlaw into a masked avenger. (1998)

The Legend of Zorro Despite a promise to his wife that he would abandon his secret identity, Zorro must

don his mask again when he discovers a plot to block California’s statehood. Antonio Banderas (2005)

The Professional An eccentric hitman takes in a

12-year-old girl after her parents are murdered. (1994)

FXM Girls Trip Four lifelong friends visit New Orleans for a raunchy, party-filled

weekend. Regina Hall, Jada Pinkett Smith (2017) (7:05)

Girls Trip A trip to New Orleans by four lifelong friends to attend the annual Essence Festival leads to an

eruption of raunchy partying, romance and renewed sisterhood. Regina Hall, Jada Pinkett Smith (2017) (9:25)

Casa de mi Padre Will

Ferrell (2012) (11:45)

Hallmark Movies A Godwink Christmas A woman who accepts her boyfriend’s marriage proposal is invited to her aunt’s home

in Nantucket, but while there, she develops feelings for an inn owner. Kimberly Sustad, Paul Campbell (2018)

A Homecoming for the Holidays A country music singer comes home for the holidays, and while she’s

writing her new album, she works with an ex-soldier to build a house for a friend in town. Laura Osnes (2019)

HBO Sherlock Holmes: A Game of Shadows Tracking down a 

criminal mastermind. Robert Downey Jr. (2011)

Alabama Snake A preacher’s alleged attempt to kill his wife with a rattlesnake

is explored. Darlene Summerford, Marty Summerford (2020)

Euphoria Rue prepares for Christmas after relapsing

and being left at the train station.

The Rock & Roll Hall of

Fame 2020 Inductions

Lifetime Movie The Captive Nanny A woman accepts a nanny position in the hope of gaining a fresh start, but the nanny

soon begins to suspect that her employers are not as perfect as they seem. Austin Highsmith (2020)

The Wrong Stepmother After a man loses his wife, he is left alone to live with his two daughters, until he

meets his new girlfriend, who one of his children is suspicious of. Cindy Busby, Corin Nemec (2019)

Showtime Gone Baby Gone Two private detectives from a tough Boston neighborhood begin an investigation into a

girl’s disappearance and run into a web of corruption. Casey Affleck, Michelle Monaghan (2007)

Your Honor A judge faces an extreme moral

dilemma when his son is involved in an accident.

Red A retired black-ops CIA agent who is marked for

assassination looks for answers. Bruce Willis (2010)

Starz King Kong Filmmaker goes on expedition to seek

legendary giant gorilla named Kong. Naomi Watts (2005)

Fantasy Island An island keeper attempts to make the secret dreams of his lucky guests come true while

they spend time at a luxurious and remote tropical resort. Michael Peña, Lucy Hale (2020)

The Grudge A detective investigates a cursed house

where a mother murdered her family. (2020) (10:53)

TMC The Iron Lady A look at Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher reveals her rise to

power. Meryl Streep, Jim Broadbent (2012)

Red Joan When a widow is arrested by the British Secret Service, she finds herself the suspect of a plot to

provide details of a bomb to a foreign government. Judi Dench, Sophie Cookson (2019) (9:45)

The Current War Benedict

Cumberbatch (2019)

SPORTS NETWORKS

ESPN College Basketball Louisville vs. Wisconsin (Live) College Basketball Michigan State Spartans at Virginia Cavaliers from John Paul Jones Arena (Live) SportsCenter with Scott Van Pelt

ESPN2 College Basketball North Carolina State vs. Michigan College Basketball Indiana Hoosiers at Florida State Seminoles from Donald L. Tucker Center (Live) SportsCenter Don’t Ever Give Up

FS1 College Basketball Oklahoma Sooners at Xavier Musketeers from Cintas Center (Live) Draft Day General manager for Cleveland Browns must make decision on draft day. Kevin Costner (2014)

Golf Notah Begay III Junior U.S. Open Epics Golf’s Greatest Rounds - U.S. Women’s Open 2007 U.S. Women’s Open - Cristie Kerr

MLB 2020 All-MLB Team MLB Tonight 2020 Ford C. Frick Award Winner MLB Tonight 2020 All-MLB Team

NBA The Art of the Triple Double NBA Team Preview NBA Team Preview NBA Team Preview NBA Team Preview NBA Team Preview NBA Team Preview

NBCSports Drone Racing League Savoy Museum (Live) Mecum Auto Auctions

NFLN NFL Football NFL Total Access An inside look at all 32 teams.

MOVIES Eastern Time may vary in some cities
(N) New episode.

TONIGHT ON TV

It will not surprise you to know that
Rachel Bloom – star and co-creator of
CW’s “Crazy Ex-Girlfriend,” which aired

its series finale last year
– was a theater kid grow-
ing up.

You likely know this
type of person: Someone
outspoken, prone to jazz
hands and bursting with
energy. But they likely
have a quietness to
them, too, something

they may forget even among each other.
“Theater kids have misconceptions

about themselves,” Bloom tells USA TO-
DAY. “I think they don’t realize that oth-
er people around them are going
through problems or are vulnerable.”

Bloom digs into this vulnerability in
her new memoir, “I Want to Be Where
the Normal People Are” (Grand Central

Publishing, 280 pp.). She writes as can-
didly here as she did on her show, talk-
ing about everything from sexual plea-
sure to obsessive compulsive disorder.
Though writing about mental health
may come off as extra brave, Bloom
doesn’t see it that way.

“The more specific you get with your
insecurities, or when it comes to mental
health, like your own mental health
journey, the more people relate to it,”
Bloom says. “There was no reason for
me not to be vulnerable in this book be-
cause it’s stuff over which I don’t feel
ashamed anymore and being vulnerable
has so far been paying off.” 

“Crazy Ex-Girlfriend” viewers will
feel comfortable reading Bloom’s ex-
perimental essays that spiral into hy-
perbole and satire, vacillating between
deeper topics such as OCD and lighter
topics including bathroom breaks.

“I wanted to write the type of book
that I like reading, which is more co-
medic pieces that are grounded in real

things and real emotion,” Bloom says.
One such diatribe is her criticism of
straight men in musical theater and how
80% of them are irredeemable humans.

“There’s a nuance in the mix to it that
I omitted for comedic purposes in the
book,” Bloom says. “But yes, some
straight men in musical theater are ter-
rible and insufferable, and they’re the
worst. And no one calls them out on it,
so this is my time and my chance.”

Readers also will find important foot-
notes throughout the book, where
Bloom shares further insights. In one
chapter, she writes “Harry Potter” fan
fiction but condemns J.K. Rowling’s dis-
paraging comments about the trans-
gender community in a footnote. 

“I don’t know quite how to reconcile it
or grapple with it yet, and I don’t know if
I ever will,” she says.

At the start of the pandemic, Bloom
gave birth to her first child, a daughter –
only to face the devastating loss of one
of her best friends, Adam Schlesinger,

around the same time. Schlesinger, co-
founder of the band Fountains of Wayne
and a “Crazy Ex-Girlfriend” songwriter,
died of coronavirus in the spring.

“It’s real in my personal narrative
now, but it still doesn’t feel quite real,”
she says. “So I’m sure I’ll be working
through it and feeling the repercussions
of that.”

As for her newborn, Bloom felt like
the globe was having a newborn with
her. The world seemingly shut down
with her during her maternity leave, al-
most like a worldwide maternity leave,
she says. 

Raising her daughter has been her
prime focus during quarantine, as one
might expect. She did sign up for an on-
line music course, but like many at-
tempting productivity during the pan-
demic, she hasn’t followed through.

“I have not been troubled with the
adult coloring book thing, just because
my child is my adult coloring book,”
Bloom says.

BOOKS

Bloom’s new ‘Normal’ embraces her vulnerability 
David Oliver
USA TODAY



Bob Nightengale column: In 12 hours, they trade
for Lance Lynn and sign Adam Eaton. Page 3C

White Sox suddenly become
team to beat in AL Central 

Sal Maiorana column: We are witnessing great-
ness this season in Josh Allen. Page 6C

Allen quarterbacks Bills 
to another big victory
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SPORTS

FIRST WORD

What I’m going to do at this
game, right before the first

snap, is just take a step back with
my position group players on the
team and just enjoy the moment,
because there’s only so many mo-
ments like this in your lifetime that
you just have to enjoy it. But the
moment the whistle blows, it’s down
to business.”

Army linebacker Amadeo West, on how
he will savor Saturday’s Army-Navy
game after missing what he thought
would be his senior season last year
with an injury. West was granted a rare
redshirt, unable to complete his phys-
ical requirements to graduate on time.

NOTABLE NUMBER

$80 million
In pay-per-view revenue from Mike
Tyson’s return to the boxing ring. His
exhibition match Nov. 28 against Roy

Jones Jr. sold more than 1.6 million buys – priced at
$49.49 apiece – according to Tyson’s Legends Only
League. The 1.6 million pay-per-view buys ranks the
fight among the top 10 combat sports events.

LAST WORD

I was a little like, ‘Damn.’ Once I got the
whole transcript, I was like, ‘Damn.’ ”

Lakers star LeBron James on the “Road Trippin” pod-
cast, about his reaction to comments this fall from
former teammate Kyrie Irving that seemingly ques-
tioned James’ late-game clutch abilities. 

SPORTS WEEKLY

Following the Trevor Lawrence Derby, the flight of
the Saints’ Taysom Hill and the Vikings’ Justin Jef-
ferson and other things we learned from NFL Week
13. Plus, we preview the weekend’s pro and college
games and begin our MLB offseason reports with
the Tigers and Pirates. Available on newsstands.
Subscribe at mysportsweekly.com or 800-872-1415. 
From staff and wire reports

SPORTSLINE
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Gaffe after gaffe, miscalculation after
miscalculation, the Big Ten has belly-
flopped into the final week of the regular
season having lost its most valuable
game, having somewhat imperiled the
College Football Playoff chances of its

only contender and whose leadership
will come out of COVID-19 being re-
membered for arrogance, mismanage-
ment and naivete amid a crisis. 

Other than that, things have gone
pretty well.

The primary motivation for the Big
Ten throwing together this hackneyed
fall season is because Ohio State had a
team good enough to win a national
championship. In the end, there’s still a
good chance that could happen. 

Though Tuesday’s news that the

Ohio State-Michigan game won’t be
played for the first time since 1917 is ab-
solutely crushing – it’s by far the Big
Ten’s most treasured property, includ-
ing the conference championship game
– it doesn’t necessarily knock the Buck-
eyes out. 

“We need to make sure that we re-
main fluid and nimble during these
times,” Big Ten Commissioner Kevin
Warren said Tuesday.

That includes whether to rearrange
other teams’ schedules to find 5-0 Ohio

State an opponent for this week. A more
prominent and potentially controversial
issue is whether the league’s athletic di-
rectors will vote to get rid of the rule they
implemented in August that teams
wouldn’t be eligible for the Big Ten
championship if they played fewer than
six games. 

Ultimately, that issue seems relative-
ly unimportant to how Ohio State will be
evaluated. The playoff is, by design, a 

See WOLKEN, Page 5C

Big Ten must do right on Buckeyes 
Dan Wolken
Columnist

USA TODAY

It’s almost that time. Time when
teams fire head coaches and look for
new ones, and time when teams say pri-
vately: There aren’t enough candidates
of color to fill the positions.

This has long been false but it’s a nar-
rative that won’t die. It’s like a zombie.

But make no mistake about it. There

are plenty of candidates, and teams
really don’t have to look far. 

One other important point. Another
narrative is the reason some coaches of
color don’t get head coaching positions
is because they were never NFL coordi-
nators. Last year, however, the Giants
hired Joe Judge who was a special
teams and wide receivers coach. Never a
coordinator. While Panthers coach Matt
Rhule was a college head coach at two

programs, the highest position he
reached in the NFL was assistant of-
fensive line coach.

The list we came up with isn’t close
to a complete one, and includes sever-
al college coaches. The point is they
are there, and there are lots of choices.

Maybe this is the year the zombie fi-
nally dies.

ROBERT SALEH
STAN SZETO/
USA TODAY SPORTS

PEP HAMILTON
ROBERT HANASHIRO/
USA TODAY SPORTS ERIC BIENIEMY

MATTHEW EMMONS/
USA TODAY SPORTS

Head coaching candidates
of color for NFL plentiful
Mike Freeman
USA TODAY

See CANDIDATES, Page 5C

On the list
Three of 20 candidates of color
NFL teams could consider.

HOUSTON – In the afterglow of vic-
tory at the Volunteers of America Clas-
sic, Angela Stanford, 43, referred to her
seventh LPGA title as a “bright spot.”

In this year of overwhelming hard-
ship and uncertainty, we cling tighter
than ever to bright spots. It’s the silver
linings that are keeping us sane.

Last Wednesday, Stanford’s moth-
er, Nan, finished radiation for a spot
found on her liver. Nan has battled
breast cancer for more than half of
Stanford’s 20-year career. While An-
gela’s father, Steve, watched every
shot at the Old American Golf Club,
Nan was there when it was over, wait-
ing just off the 18th green with a warm
embrace. It marked the first time Stan-
ford’s parents have been able to watch
her win on the LPGA Tour in person,
and it happened at The Colony, just
down the road from their Saginaw,
Texas, home.

It’s hard to imagine a better scene
than that one unfolding on the eve of
the 75th U.S. Women’s Open, the
crown jewel of women’s golf. Every
major that takes place these days feels
like some kind of miracle. The USGA’s
commitment to provide an opportuni-
ty for 156 women to compete for a
purse of $5.5 million, life-changing
paychecks in some cases, as a global
pandemic rages on is no small thing. I
am reminded of Sarah Jane Smith,
who decided after a fifth-place payday
of $182,487 at the 2018 U.S. Women’s
Open that she felt financially secure 

Beth Ann Nichols
Golfweek 

USA TODAY Network

Women’s
Open is
front and
center

See NICHOLS, Page 5C
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To place your
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in our Marketplacew
section, call:

1-800-397-0070

PUBLIC
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To view more Classified listings,

visit: classifieds.usatoday.com

BUSINESS

We Have the Products,

Proven System and Support!

Created By Professionals and Million

Dollar Earners. Paid Weekly.

http://sos2x2global.net/paidweekly

(925) 339-8425 Home Biz Opp.

EARN$325TO
THOUSANDS
PERWEEKPot’l

BUSINESS
OPPORTUNITIES

BUSINESS
OPPORTUNITIES

Get Paid Daily From
Home The Easy Way!

For Full DetailsAnd To Start Today Call Now!

(551) 299-8652
Home Biz Opp

TurnyourCELL
PHONE IntoYour
Personal ATM
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FOR SALE • LEARJET

Very Low-Houred

Learjet 70 (2015)

���0 Hours

Fully Loaded

PH: ��3���0�40�0

Give me just 7 minutes,

and I’ll reveal how online

fortunes are REALLY made!

http://moneyandleadstooyou.ws

Home Biz Opp.

WantMy
Secret To
Making
MoneyOnline?

Place your
advertisement in

USA TODAY
Marketplace!

To advertise, call:
800-397-0070

NOTICES

PUBLIC NOTICE

ANNOUNCEMENTS

PUBLIC NOTICE

It’s kinda boring, actually.

But it makes sooo much

money! It’s really weird.

TooDamnEasy.com

24-Hr. Rec. 1-800-230-6866 ext. 1000

Referral ID MR70623. Affiliate Opp.

SAVE THIS AD!

IT’S NOT

SEXY

It makes a lot of money,

almost overnight, but it’s

boring. See for yourself.

TooDamnEasy.com

24-Hr. Rec. 1-800-306-4055 ext. 1

Referral ID BC99968. Affiliate Opp.

Weird

CASH

Machine!

COMMERCIAL THRILLER
FILM SEEKING

FINAL INVESTOR(S)
Film will be completed Jan 2021.

Funds being used for completion costs.
Investors of all sizes welcome.

Visit our campaign to learn more.

https://wefunder.com/followher
or reach out directly

followherfunding@gmail.com

INVESTMENTS

Region 4 Education Service Center is requesting proposals
from qualified and experienced firms to provide

Modular Buildings, Portable Storage, and Relocatable
Walkways (RFP No. 21-05).

In order to be considered, the Offeror must complete and submit a
proposal to Region 4 Education Service Center in accordance with
the solicitation documentation available at https://www.esc4.net/
services/purchasing/region-4-omnia-solicitations or from the

Procurement Services office.

PRE-PROPOSAL CONFERENCE:
Thursday, December 17, 2020, 2 pm local time.

To attend the conference, notify Crystal Wallace,
Business Operations Specialist, at cwallace@esc4.net

by end of day on December 16, 2020.

PROPOSAL DUE DATE:
February 4, 2021, BEFORE 2:00PM LOCAL TIME.

CONTACT:
Crystal Wallace, Business Operations Specialist,

713-744-8189 or cwallace@esc4.net.

DOCTOR PAYING
$1,000++ PER

PATIENT REFERRAL
Niche medical treatments.

All 50 states. No competition.
Part or full-time home biz.

(800) 664-7640

PUBLIC NOTICE
Proposed Threatened Status for Whitebark Pine

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service is proposing to list the whitebark pine (Pinus
albicaulis) as a threatened species under the Endangered Species Act, with a
4(d) rule. We have determined that designating critical habitat for the species is
not prudent. Whitebark pine is slow-growing, long-lived, high-elevation tree found
across western North America. The species is being impacted by white pine
blister rust, a fungal disease, as well as synergistic and cumulative impacts with
other stressors including mountain pine beetles, altered fire regimes, and climate
change.The species’ range spans 80,596,935 acres within the States of California,
Idaho, Montana, Nevada, Oregon, Washington, Wyoming, as well as Alberta and
British Columbia, Canada. Approximately 88% of the species’ range within the U.S.
is federally owned or managed.

More information can be found at http://www.regulations.gov, reference docket
number FWS-R6-ES-2019-0054. The Service invites public comment on the
proposed rule for a 60-day period. After the public comment period, the Service
will decide if the rule should be approved, revised, or withdrawn. This process
encourages the participation of all interested parties, including the general public.
Comments must be received on or before February 1, 2021. The Service will post
all comments on http://www.regulations.gov. This generally means the agency will
post any personal information provided through the process. Email or faxes will
not be accepted.

Public hearings on this proposal must be requested by January 19, 2021, within 45
days of the proposed rule’s publication. Public hearing requests should be sent to
Tyler Abbott, Field Supervisor, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Wyoming Ecological
Services Field Office, 334 Parsley Boulevard, Cheyenne, WY 82007.

Comments and materials we receive, as well as supporting documentation we
used in preparing this proposed rule, will be available for public inspection on
http://www.regulations.gov, or by appointment, during normal business hours,
at the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Wyoming Ecological Services Field Office.
To make an appointment, call 307-772-2374 or email tyler_abbott@fws.gov.
If you use a telecommunications device for the deaf (TDD), please call the Federal
Information Relay Service (FIRS) at 1-800-877-8339.

HAVE YOU BEEN

CLASSIFIED AS A HIGH

RISK DRIVER DUE TO DUI,

DWI OR TICKETS FOR

AGGRESSIVE DRIVING?

THE CALL & QUOTE ARE FREE.

800-509-9315

Serenity is here

to help by making SR-22

insurance easy to get and

affordable for everyone.

FORT LAUDERDALE, Fla. – It didn’t
take long for Brenden Aaronson to
bounce back after he was cut from the
United States’ Under-20 national soccer
team’s roster.

A year later, Aaronson is arguably the
most improved player on U.S. men’s na-
tional team coach Gregg Berhalter’s ra-
dar.

Aaronson earned his first interna-
tional cap in January and is coming off a
stellar Major League Soccer season in
which he made 23 starts and led the
Philadelphia Union to the league’s best
record.

“When I think back to January when
he made his national team debut to now,
he’s had a fantastic season of improving
his performance almost weekly, so I
think he’s done a great job,” Berhalter
told reporters this past week.

Aaronson is part of a youth move-
ment on the current U.S. roster camped
in Fort Lauderdale in preparation for
Wednesday night’s friendly against El
Salvador at Inter Miami FC’s stadium. 

USA is 17-1-5 all time against El Salva-
dor and is unbeaten in the series since
1992, but El Salvador is fielding a much
more experienced roster than the U.S.,
averaging 27 international caps per
player.

Berhalter, a former defender on the
U.S. national team during the 2002
World Cup who became USMNT coach
in December 2018, put together a roster
with 22 of its 24 players having played
on MLS clubs this past year.

The average age of players in the U.S.
camp is 22.5 years, and 14 players are el-
igible for the 2021 U.S. Under-23 Olym-
pic team.

Players such as Aaronson and 23-
year-old Jackson Yueill, a midfielder for
the San Jose Earthquakes who played
90 minutes in the USA’s 1-0 win over
Costa Rica on Feb. 1, are among the crop
of domestic-based players hoping to

impress enough to land a spot during
World Cup qualifying next September
and perhaps for Qatar in 2022.

“I think that going into every single
training session you want to impress
coaches with the way you play, but I
think playing together as a team is
something you want to show this coach-
ing staff,” Aaronson said.

Berhalter spoke about MLS perform-
ance when mentioning several of his
choices for the current squad that will
face El Salvador.

Midfielder Frankie Amaya was re-
placed on the roster by Andres Perea af-
ter testing positive for COVID-19. Ber-
halter said it would depend on Amaya’s
continued success with FC Cincinnati
as to whether he’d get another call back
to the national team.

He also credited D.C. United goal-
keeper Bill Hamid for being “the corner-

stone of that organization year after
year.”

Paul Arriola, a 25-year-old winger for
D.C. United since 2017 who played for
Mexican club Tijuana for four years pri-
or, is coming off a knee injury and one of
the veterans in camp who Berhalter val-
ues for his experience.

Former coaches such as Jurgen
Klinsmann often preferred European-
based stars or European players with
ties that made them eligible to play for
the U.S.

Berhalter, who became the USMNT
coach in December 2018 after brief
stints by Bruce Arena and Dave Sara-
chan, appears to be putting more stock
into MLS performances than in recent
years, which players like 27-year-old
defender Walker Zimmerman said is a
sign of the growth of the league.

“MLS has gotten a lot better as a

league in the eight seasons I’ve been a
part of it and you’re seeing a lot of the
younger players able to step up and earn
more minutes and really grow,” said
Zimmerman, who has 12 caps on the
United States team and plays for Nash-
ville SC.

“Guys that are in this camp have got-
ten a ton of minutes by the time they’re
21 years old. It’s important for those
guys to be able to do that, and to see that
happen in a league that is improving is
also really important.”

Under Klinsmann, the U.S. entered
the 2014 World Cup with 10 of its 23
players based on MLS teams.

Although the U.S. did not qualify for
the 2018 World Cup, Arriola, Darlington
Nagbe and veterans Michael Bradley
and Jozy Altidore – all of whom played
on MLS teams at the time of qualifying –
were expected to be on the national
team.

Of the 38 players who have been
called up to the national team by Berhal-
ter in the past calendar year, 13 are cur-
rently on MLS clubs and seven others
have played for MLS clubs in the past.

There are plenty of mainstays ex-
pected to be in Qatar who are standouts
for international clubs like Chelsea’s
Christian Pulisic, Borussia Dortmund’s
Gio Reyna and Juventus’ Weston
McKennie.

But Aaronson, and dual-national
players in camp such as Daryl Dike (Ni-
geria), Ayo Akinola (Canada), Efrain Al-
varez (Mexico) and Julian Araujo (Mex-
ico) – should they choose to play for the
U.S. side down the road – could shape a
younger U.S. roster with several players
who began their senior level careers in
MLS.

“It’s exciting to see the talent that we
have coming up through Europe and the
MLS,” Arriola said. “We have amazing
young players, and I think the country
should be excited for what’s to come
with the national team.

“The talent we have will push every-
one to raise it another gear.”

Young MLS stars earn shot to impress
Andre Fernandez
Special to USA TODAY

Walker Zimmerman (5) was the 2020 MLS defender of the year.
KELVIN KUO/USA TODAY SPORTS

COLUMBUS, Ohio – To be the
champs, they will have to beat the
champs. 

The Crew will play the Seattle Sound-
ers in the 2020 MLS Cup on Saturday at
8 p.m. ET at Mapfre Stadium after the
Sounders beat Minnesota United 3-2 in
the Western Conference final on Mon-
day night in Seattle. 

Down 2-1 in the waning minutes, for-
ward Raul Ruidiaz scored in the 89th
minute to tie the score and midfielder
Gustav Svensson scored in the third
minute of second-half stoppage time to
stun the Loons in an instant classic. 

Last November, the Sounders won
the 2019 MLS Cup at home against To-
ronto FC, their second in franchise his-
tory. Led by attacking players Ruidiaz,
Jordan Morris and Nico Lodeiro, the
Sounders have been one of the favorites
all season to win MLS Cup. 

They would become the first team
since the Los Angeles Galaxy in 2010-11
to win back-to-back titles.

The Crew and the Sounders haven’t

played since the final game before MLS
shut down due to the coronavirus pan-
demic, way back on March 7. Gyasi
Zardes scored a first-half goal and Rui-
diaz scored a penalty kick in the second
half of a thrilling 1-1 draw that felt like a
potential preview of a league final. 

Though the Sounders are the No. 2
seed in the West and the Crew are the
No. 3 seed in the East, Columbus (1.78)
finished with a higher points per game
than Seattle (1.77) during the regular
season, giving the Crew home-field ad-
vantage for the championship game. 

The Sounders went down 2-0 in the
67th minute Monday, but a team with
playoff experience to spare found a way
to advance to the club’s fourth MLS Cup
in five seasons. 

To advance to MLS Cup, the Sound-
ers beat No. 7 seed Los Angeles FC and
No. 6 seed FC Dallas before knocking
out Minnesota. 

The Crew advanced to their third-
ever MLS Cup with a 1-0 win against the
New England Revolution on Sunday at
Mapfre Stadium. The Crew have not had
to play a road game during the postsea-
son after failing to win a road game dur-
ing the regular season. 

While the front three for the Sound-
ers might be regarded as the best in the
league, the Crew believes they have

plenty of firepower in Zardes, Lucas Zel-
arayan and Pedro Santos. 

MLS Cup will be broadcast on Fox. 

Crew to play Seattle Sounders in MLS Cup
Jacob Myers
The Columbus (Ohio) Dispatch

USA TODAY Network

Crew midfielder Lucas Zelarayan dribbles against Revolution defender Matt
Polster (8) on Sunday. KYLE ROBERTSON/THE COLUMBUS DISPATCH
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Adia Barnes knew exactly what she
was doing. 

When the Arizona women’s basket-
ball coach took questions after the
Wildcats’ 88-70 loss to Oregon in the
Pac-12 tournament in March, she used
an answer about another player to send
a message to Aari McDonald, Arizona’s
star guard. 

The question, regarding Oregon’s Sa-
brina Ionescu: “Coach, I was just won-
dering your thoughts on Sabrina’s game
and just how important she has been to
basketball with her impact on and off
the court?”

Barnes’ answer: “Sabrina is a phe-
nomenal player. She’s … one of the best
point guards in the country. And I think
she made the best decision of her life,
and that was to stay in college.” 

Barnes might not have been speaking
directly to McDonald, but the junior
from Fresno, California, heard her loud
and clear. After a season in which she
led the Pac-12 in scoring at 20.6 points
per game, McDonald was mulling skip-
ping her senior season and entering the
WNBA draft, a decision Ionescu had
considered after the 2018-19 season.
Barnes thought the better choice would
be to return to Tucson. 

“Oh, she knew that was said for her,”
Barnes says seven months later. “And I’d
been saying it all along.” 

The message worked. On March 29,
still reeling from the cancellation of the
2020 NCAA Tournament, McDonald
announced she’d return for the 2020-21
season, promising fans, “the best is yet
to come.” In coming back, the program’s
first-ever first-team All-American in-
stantly put herself in the running for na-
tional player of the year. 

It was a strange offseason, to say the
least. The halt in play was a much-need-
ed break for McDonald, who estimates
she spent the last few weeks of the sea-
son operating at 75% as she played
through the pain of a stress fracture in
her left fibula (lower leg bone). She went
home to Fresno to rehab, returning to
Tucson in May to start offseason work-
outs. She didn’t shoot a basketball for
almost two months while she worked on
getting healthy. 

McDonald also used quarantine as

an opportunity to sharpen her cooking
skills, which has helped her eat healthi-
er and save money. Her specialty right
now is steak. Next she’d like to conquer
grilling. 

The college women’s basketball sea-
son – albeit with a considerably short-
ened non-conference schedule – began
just over a week ago for Arizona. The
Wildcats are 3-0, ranked No. 6 in Tues-
day’s USA TODAY coaches poll and own
a victory over No. 11 UCLA.

McDonald’s quest to get Arizona
back to the NCAA Tournament is off to a
good start. The Wildcats haven’t been in
it in 15 years (16 if you count last season,
though they were expected to earn a Top
16 seed before the pandemic hit), and
they haven’t been a power in women’s
basketball since Barnes, the program’s
all-time leading scorer, suited up for UA
from 1994 to 1998. 

Originally a Washington commit,
McDonald followed Barnes to Arizona –
Barnes spent five years as an assistant
at UW, helping the Huskies to the 2016
Final Four – after her freshman year in
Seattle. She had grown close with
Barnes during recruiting and wanted to
help her rebuild in Tucson. Potentially
breaking her coach’s scoring record is
just a bonus.

“I tell her all the time, if we didn’t
have this COVID thing, I’d be so close to

catching her,” says McDonald, who
needs 752 points for the record. 

Barnes gives McDonald credit for
venturing into the unknown. 

“She knew we were going to be bad
for a while, but she wanted to do some-
thing special,” Barnes says. As for
coaching someone who could dethrone
her as the best player in program histo-
ry, Barnes calls it “awesome.” 

“We obviously weren’t good for a long
time if I’ve had that title since I played,”
she laughs. “When I first got here (to
coach), no one even considered us, no
one respected us. We were awful. But
now we’ve won the WNIT, the city is ex-
cited, we’ve got energy and momentum.
To do it behind a player like her has been
amazing.”

McDonald poses problems for op-
posing teams with her speed. On of-
fense, she can get end to end faster than
almost anyone else in the country (she
says she’s faster with the ball than with-
out), attacking the rim with a relentless-
ness that exhausts defenders. On de-
fense, her quick hands repeatedly dis-
rupt passing lanes (she’s led the league
in steals the last two seasons). 

She leads Arizona in scoring, assists,
steals and minutes played.

McDonald is often compared to for-
mer UCLA standout and current WNBA
champion Jordin Canada of the Seattle

Storm, another speedy guard who ex-
celled at both ends and who considered
turning pro early before ultimately re-
turning. They’re different because Can-
ada was crafty around the basket
whereas McDonald is strong, often po-
wering through contact. But it’s an apt
comparison, says UCLA coach Cori
Close, because their quickness sets
them apart. 

“Defensively she is a nightmare, be-
cause she covers so much ground so
quickly,” Close says. “And then there’s
the other end. People used to say with
Jordin that if she gets a defensive re-
bound or a quick outlet, the only hope to
not give up a layup is to foul her. I never
really understood, because Jordin was
on our team. 

“Well, now I get it, because it’s the
same way with Aari.” 

McDonald says she’s always been
fast and jokes she might have learned
how helpful speed was a kid, because
she was a troublemaker – “I’d be a little
Picasso, drawing on walls,” she recalls –
who often had to run away from scold-
ing parents. 

Speed she has down, so she focused
this offseason on improving her assist-
to-turnover ratio and shooting (she shot
28% from the 3-point line last season;
Barnes would like her to be at 35% but
she’s at 25%). Via Zoom, she watched
hours of film with Barnes and assistant
coach Salvo Coppa, studying how to
make the right pass at the right time and
with the right velocity. Barnes often tells
her, “You have to understand other peo-
ple’s pace – not everyone can go as fast
as you, so they can’t catch a hard pass
going your speed.” 

But McDonald plans to keep pushing
the pace, eager to lead her team to new
heights. Tucson is used to lots of big
basketball wins, though the men
haven’t been to a Final Four since 2001.
A trip to the women’s 2021 Final Four
could serve as a balm for a basketball-
loving fan base hungry for postseason
success. 

After all, this is exactly what McDon-
ald had in mind when she decided to re-
turn for her senior season. 

“If I came back, I get better, I sharpen
my game, I get my masters and then ac-
complish things we haven’t accom-
plished in awhile,” she says. “You can’t
beat that.”

McDonald pushing pace for Arizona
Lindsay Schnell
USA TODAY

Arizona guard Aari McDonald returned to school rather than enter the WNBA
draft. JENNIFER STEWART/AP

While most of the baseball world is
sitting back this winter offseason, la-
menting their financial losses and shed-
ding their payroll, the White Sox are
sending out a completely different mes-
sage to their fan base.

Their rebuild is officially over.
In a span of 12 hours, Chicago traded

for frontline starting pitcher Lance Lynn
of the Rangers and signed right fielder
Adam Eaton. 

Just like that, the White Sox have
thrust themselves as the favorite to win
their first American League Central Di-
vision title since 2008 with visions of
being a World Series contender, too, last
winning it all in 2005.

“We feel the window to win champi-
onships is open,” White Sox general
manager Rick Hahn told reporters Tues-
day afternoon.

If there was an open checkbook for
the White Sox, Trevor Bauer would be
pitching for the White Sox and George
Springer would be in the outfield.

Yet with every other team in the AL
Central either rebuilding (like the Tigers
and the Royals) or cutting payroll (like

the Indians and the Twins), even with
the White Sox’s inexpensive moves, the
division is falling right into their lap.

The White Sox are suddenly poised to
create the same energy and excitement
the Cubs had on the north side of Chi-
cago.

Lynn should be the missing piece,
becoming the No. 2 starter in the rota-
tion behind Lucas Giolito and ahead of
Dallas Keuchel. They formulate a pow-
erful 1-2-3 punch with young starters
Dylan Cease, Michael Kopech and Rey-
naldo Lopez filling out two of the final
three spots in the rotation.

Lynn, who was with manager Tony
La Russa with the Cardinals on their
2011 World Series championship team,
is the perfect fit. 

He’s old school. Forget pitch counts.
He wants to pitch deep into games, and
anything less than seven innings is con-
sidered a disappointment. Lynn has
pitched 200 or more innings three times
in his nine-year Major League Baseball
career, and no other pitcher has faced
more batters or pitched more innings
the last two years.

Lynn has been one of the most un-
derrated starters in baseball the past
two seasons, going 22-14 with a 3.57
ERA, striking out 10.3 batters per nine
innings. Fangraphs ranked Lynn fifth in
WAR (wins above replacement) since
the 2019 season, trailing only Jacob de-

Grom, Gerrit Cole, Shane Bieber and
Max Scherzer.

The move cost the White Sox young
right-handed starter Dane Dunning and
lefty Avery Weems, their sixth-ranked
pitching prospect, but for the chance to
be a World Series contender, it was well
worth it. 

Lynn has finished fifth and sixth in
the AL Cy Young balloting the last two
seasons.

So just like that, the White Sox have
three starters who finished among the

top seven in the AL Cy Young Award vot-
ing last season, with Kopech having the
most talent of the bunch.

The White Sox still need to find a
closer if they don’t re-sign Alex Colome,
and they have their sight set on Liam
Hendriks. He would be an ideal fit for
the White Sox, yielding a 1.79 ERA the
past two seasons, striking out 161 bat-
ters over 110.1 innings.

Yet Hendriks or not, the White Sox
appear set now that they have their
frontline starter and right fielder.

If truth be told, they would have pre-
ferred to have Michael Brantley, the As-
tros’ free agent. Yet Brantley didn’t fit
their budget, leaving Eaton, who de-
parted the White Sox during the 2016
winter meetings with ace Chris Sale
when the White Sox began their fire
sale.

Eaton, who won a World Series with
the Nationals, could be a force atop the
lineup. Yet he has to stay healthy. He
missed 236 games in his four-year ca-
reer with Washington, staying injury-
free only during the Nationals’ champi-
onship year in 2019.

Certainly, nothing is guaranteed with
Hot Stove moves, but in a winter that
has kept most baseball teams frozen in
place, the White Sox are declaring that
the future is now.

They’re finally a real contender
again.

White Sox become AL Central team to beat
Bob Nightengale
Columnist

USA TODAY

Lance Lynn went 22-14 with a 3.57 ERA
the last two seasons.
RAYMOND CARLIN III/USA TODAY SPORTS
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A pesky storm that origi-
nated in northern Manitoba 
will dip across the Northeast 
states today. The storm will 
produce areas of accumulat-
ing snow and flurries, but even 
where only a brief snow show-
er occurs, slippery roads may 
result during the nighttime 
and early daylight hours. 

 Most areas from the 
Midwest and Southeast 
states to the Plains, Rockies 
and Southwest can expect dry 
weather and sunshine. Warmth 
is forecast to build from the 
Rockies and Plains to the 
Mississippi Valley. 

 Rain will dampen the coast-
al areas of Washington state.

Akron, Ohio 43/31c 45/34pc
Albany, N.Y. 35/30sf 39/23c
Albuquerque 56/34s 47/34sh
Allentown, Pa. 42/29sf 48/26pc
Amarillo, Texas 70/33s 65/31pc
Anaheim, Calif. 74/47pc 68/47pc
Anchorage, Alaska 26/19c 21/11sf
Aspen, Colo. 48/18s 42/22c
Atlantic City, N.J. 47/39pc 51/38s
Augusta, Ga. 63/39s 66/37s
Austin, Texas 81/42s 78/59pc

 69/42s 63/40s
Baton Rouge, La. 70/42s 74/52s
Billings, Mont. 55/29pc 39/23c
Birmingham, Ala. 63/39s 66/40s
Bismarck, N.D. 49/30s 41/21c
Boise, Idaho 39/23c 39/24pc
Buffalo, N.Y. 40/35sn 43/33pc
Burlington, Vt. 35/31sf 38/27c
Cedar Rapids, Iowa 51/26s 51/32pc
Charleston, S.C. 59/41s 64/43s
Charleston, W.Va. 49/33pc 53/38pc
Cheyenne, Wyo. 61/29s 38/19c

Beijing 42/20h 46/24h
Buenos Aires 86/72s 89/71s
Cancun, Mexico 77/63pc 77/67pc
Dubai, UAE 79/66h 78/65h
Frankfurt 38/31r 36/28pc
Hong Kong 71/65pc 71/66c
Istanbul 59/50pc 61/52pc
Jerusalem 57/44pc 61/45s
Johannesburg 77/59pc 82/61h
London 43/40c 46/42c
Mexico City 71/49h 75/51h
Montreal 33/30sn 37/26pc
Moscow 30/17s 27/16s
Mumbai, India 92/78h 91/78h
Paris 42/37c 43/39pc
Rio de Janeiro 80/74t 78/74r
Rome 56/45t 55/44sh
Seoul 42/35pc 48/33h
Singapore 88/77t 88/77c
Sydney 78/64s 77/58w
Toronto 42/32c 42/31pc
Tokyo 51/45pc 53/47r

Cincinnati 51/31s 52/38pc
Cleveland 42/33c 45/36pc
Colorado Springs 63/36s 47/26w
Columbia, S.C. 59/37s 63/36s
Columbus, Ohio 47/29pc 49/35s
Corpus Christi, Texas 79/53s 77/65pc
Dayton, Ohio 49/30s 51/37s
Daytona Beach, Fla. 61/44s 68/47s
Des Moines, Iowa 55/32s 55/34pc
Duluth, Minn. 39/28s 35/26pc
Durham, N.C. 52/35pc 60/37s
El Paso, Texas 66/42s 62/41pc
Fairbanks, Alaska 3/-8c -5/-17sn
Flagstaff, Ariz. 55/27pc 42/27sn
Fargo, N.D. 43/27s 38/24c
Fort Myers, Fla. 65/46s 72/51s
Fort Smith, Ark. 69/36s 70/47s
Fort Wayne, Ind. 46/27s 48/35s
Fresno, Calif. 67/40s 63/39s
Grand Rapids, Mich. 46/30pc 46/34pc
Green Bay, Wis. 46/29pc 43/34pc
Greensboro, N.C. 51/35pc 59/35s
Greenville, S.C. 58/35s 62/36s
Harrisburg, Pa. 45/36pc 51/31pc

Hartford, Conn. 40/31sf 46/26pc
Indianapolis 51/29s 51/38s
Islip, N.Y. 40/34sf 47/31s
Jackson, Miss. 67/40s 70/46s
Jacksonville, Fla. 62/43s 69/40s
Jefferson City, Mo. 63/34s 63/45s
Kansas City 63/36s 61/39pc
Key West, Fla. 66/60pc 68/64s
Knoxville, Tenn. 55/33s 58/34pc
Laredo, Texas 80/50s 81/59pc
Lexington, Ky. 51/32s 55/40pc
Lincoln, Neb. 63/29s 54/31pc
Little Rock, Ark. 69/38s 69/47s
Long Beach, Calif. 70/51pc 65/50f
Louisville, Ky. 56/34s 57/42pc
Lubbock, Texas 73/34s 69/36c
Madison, Wis. 47/27s 45/33pc
Manchester, N.H. 37/28sf 43/23pc
Memphis, Tenn. 64/43s 68/48s
Milwaukee 49/33s 47/38pc
Mobile, Ala. 67/40s 68/46s
Modesto, Calif. 63/36s 63/38s
Montgomery, Ala. 65/38s 68/37s
Myrtle Beach, S.C. 55/40s 60/46s

Nags Head, N.C. 52/40c 55/44s
Nashville, Tenn. 63/35s 65/43pc
Newark, N.J. 41/35sf 50/32s
New Haven, Conn. 41/35sf 48/30pc
Norfolk, Va. 53/39pc 54/40s
Oakland, Calif. 64/46s 62/43pc
Oklahoma City 70/36s 68/41pc
Omaha, Neb. 59/31s 53/31pc
Palm Springs, Calif. 77/50pc 73/48pc
Pensacola, Fla. 68/45s 69/50s
Pierre, S.D. 56/35s 44/23pc
Pittsburgh 40/30c 45/30pc
Portland, Maine 34/25sf 39/24pc
Portland, Ore. 50/37c 46/36r
Providence, R.I. 40/31sf 46/27pc
Raleigh, N.C. 52/34pc 60/35s
Rapid City, S.D. 61/30s 40/20w
Reno, Nev. 54/26pc 53/24pc
Richmond, Va. 51/30pc 55/33s
Rochester, N.Y. 41/35sn 42/31sf
Sacramento, Calif. 65/39s 64/38s
San Antonio 79/46s 76/59pc
San Jose, Calif. 65/41s 61/41pc
Santa Fe, N.M. 56/28s 46/28c

Sarasota, Fla. 63/51s 72/51s
Savannah, Ga. 63/43s 67/43s
Scottsdale, Ariz. 78/54s 61/47pc
Shreveport, La. 73/43s 75/55s
Sioux Falls, S.D. 54/32s 46/27pc
South Bend, Ind. 46/29pc 48/37s
Spokane, Wash. 36/27c 35/24c

 64/36s 67/46s
 56/31s 57/40s

St. Louis 63/35s 61/44s
St. Petersburg, Fla. 62/53s 70/54s
Syracuse, N.Y. 39/34sn 42/31c
Tallahassee, Fla. 67/40h 70/42s
Tampa, Fla. 63/52s 71/54s
Toledo, Ohio 47/30pc 47/36s
Topeka, Kan. 66/32s 61/38pc
Tucson, Ariz. 79/52pc 60/45sh
Tupelo, Miss. 65/37s 67/41s
Tulsa, Okla. 71/38s 71/51pc
Virginia Beach, Va. 53/39pc 56/40s
Wichita, Kan. 65/31s 60/39pc
Wilmington, Del. 43/34pc 50/31s
Winston-Salem, N.C. 52/36pc 59/36s
Worcester, Mass. 35/30sf 41/27pc

 TODAY THU  TODAY THU  TODAY THU  TODAY THU

 TODAY THU

AQI

WED Sunlit
61/40

THU
Sunny, 
mild
66/40

FRI
Mostly 
sunny
65/46

Moderate AQI

WED
Partly 
sunny
55/35

THU
Mostly 
sunny
62/34

FRI
Mostly 
sunny
62/42

Moderate AQI

WED
Sunny, 
mild
63/29

THU
Cloudy, 
cooler
43/23

FRI
A little 
snow
32/19

Moderate AQI

WED
Sunny, 
warm
76/49

THU
Mostly 
sunny
76/61

FRI T-storms
72/58

Moderate

WED
Sunny, 
cool
66/48

THU
Mostly 
sunny
69/58

FRI
Partly 
sunny
75/67

Good

WED Flurries
39/35

THU
Mostly 
sunny
50/36

FRI
Partly 
sunny
50/44

Good

WED
Mostly 
sunny
78/55

THU Cooler
63/48

FRI
Mostly 
sunny
67/43

Moderate

WED Sunny
62/47

THU
Partly 
sunny
60/44

FRI
Partly 
sunny
57/44

Good

AQI

WED Clearing
45/35

THU
Not as 
cool
52/32

FRI
Partly 
sunny
55/42

Good AQI

WED Milder
49/32

THU
Mostly 
sunny
49/39

FRI
A little 
rain
46/38

Moderate AQI

WED
Partly 
sunny
45/31

THU
Partly 
sunny
44/33

FRI
High 
clouds
48/40

Moderate AQI

WED
Partly 
sunny
64/45

THU Sunny
65/41

FRI
Mostly 
sunny
59/37

Moderate

WED
Mostly 
sunny
46/30

THU
Partly 
sunny
43/32

FRI
Cloudy, 
colder
36/28

Good

WED
Sunny, 
cool
62/43

THU
Mostly 
sunny
69/47

FRI
Some 
sun
73/55

Good

WED
Mostly 
sunny
45/26

THU
Partly 
sunny
39/26

FRI
A bit of 
snow
36/22

Unhealthy s/g

WED
Mostly 
cloudy
50/39

THU Clearing
47/38

FRI Cloudy
45/38

Good

AQI

WED
A snow 
shower
39/31

THU
Partly 
sunny
44/29

FRI
Sun, 
clouds
46/37

Good AQI

WED Sunny
75/45

THU
Partly 
sunny
75/56

FRI
A little 
rain
64/41

Good AQI

WED Shower
85/70

THU
Partly 
sunny
84/71

FRI
Partly 
sunny
85/72

Good AQI

WED
Not as 
warm
71/48

THU Cooler
65/48

FRI
Mostly 
sunny
62/44

Good

WED Sunny
70/48

THU
Sunny, 
nice
71/56

FRI
Mostly 
cloudy
73/62

Moderate

WED Flurries
42/36

THU
Sunny, 
milder
50/32

FRI
Partly 
sunny
54/42

Good

WED
Partly 
sunny
70/51

THU
Some 
sun
65/52

FRI
Partly 
sunny
63/45

Moderate

WED Clearing
46/37

THU Sunny
52/37

FRI
Partly 
sunny
55/45

Good

TODAY

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

 TODAY THU

EXTREMES
Note: For contiguous 
48 states through 
3 p.m. ET yesterday

HOTTEST: 
85°

Camp Pendleton, 
Calif.

COLDEST: -5°
Jackson, 

Wyo.
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1. IMG Academy (Bradenton, Fla.) (8-0) sea-
son over
2. Duncanville (Texas) (6-1) idle
3. St. Joseph’s Prep (Philadelphia) (6-0) sea-
son over; Pennsylvania Class 6A state cham-
pions
4. North Shore (Galena Park, Texas) (10-0)
idle
5. Grayson (Loganville, Ga.) (11-0) d. Harrison
30-6
6. Chandler (Ariz.) (9-0) d. Liberty 35-34
7. Thompson (Alabaster, Ala.) (14-0) d. Au-
burn 29-28; Alabama 7A state champions
8. St. Thomas Aquinas (Fort Lauderdale, Fla.)
(6-1) d. Venice 29-8
9. Corner Canyon (Draper, Utah) (14-0) sea-
son over; Utah Class 6A state champions
10. Center Grove (Greenwood, Ind.) (14-0)
season over; Indiana Class 6A state champi-
ons
11. Allen (Texas) (8-0) d. Braswell (Denton)
59-35
12. Miami Columbus (5-0) Idle
13. Colquitt County (Norman Park, Ga.) (5-0)
game canceled because of COVID-19

14. American Heritage (Plantation, Fla.) (9-2)
d. Eau Gallie 38-18
15. Austin (Texas) Westlake (8-0) Idle
16. Oakland (Murfreesboro, Tenn.) (15-0) d.
Brentwood 56-33; Tennessee Division I Class
6A state champions
17. Trinity (Louisville, Ky.) (8-0) d. Dixie
Heights 56-0
18. Dutch Fork (Irmo, S.C.) (10-0; Result: d.
T.L. Hanna 28-6; South Carolina Class AAAAA
state champions
19. Cherry Creek (Greenwood Village, Colo.)
(9-0) d. Valor Christian 21-0; Colorado Class
5A state champions
20. Bixby (Okla.) (11-0) d. Choctaw 17-14;
Oklahoma Class 6A-II state champions
21. Cathedral (Indianapolis) (13-1) season
over; Indiana Class 5A state champions
22. Pine-Richland (Gibsonia, Pa.) (11-0) sea-
son over; Pennsylvania Class 5A state cham-
pions
23. Bergen Catholic (Oradell, N.J.) (5-1) sea-
son over
24. Cardinal Gibbons (Fort Lauderdale, Fla.)
(7-1) d. Cocoa 45-15
25. Tompkins (Katy, Texas) (8-0) idle

SUPER 25 HIGH SCHOOL FOOTBALL

All times ET

NFL

AMERICAN CONFERENCE
East

W L T Pct PF PA
Buffalo 9 3 0 .750 333 306
Miami 8 4 0 .667 303 212
New England 6 6 0 .500 274 255
N.Y. Jets 0 12 0 .000 180 353

South
W L T Pct PF PA

Indianapolis 8 4 0 .667 328 273
Tennessee 8 4 0 .667 359 326
Houston 4 8 0 .333 288 323
Jacksonville 1 11 0 .083 251 352

North
W L T Pct PF PA

Pittsburgh 11 1 0 .917 334 211
Cleveland 9 3 0 .750 306 321
Baltimore 6 5 0 .545 282 214
Cincinnati 2 9 1 .208 237 308

West
W L T Pct PF PA

x-Kansas City 11 1 0 .917 370 254
Las Vegas 7 5 0 .583 323 347
Denver 4 8 0 .333 225 320
L.A. Chargers 3 9 0 .250 277 345

NATIONAL CONFERENCE
East

W L T Pct PF PA
N.Y. Giants 5 7 0 .417 231 265
Washington 5 7 0 .417 264 260
Philadelphia 3 8 1 .292 253 307
Dallas 3 8 0 .273 251 359

South
W L T Pct PF PA

x-New Orleans 10 2 0 .833 347 241
Tampa Bay 7 5 0 .583 344 280
Atlanta 4 8 0 .333 311 302
Carolina 4 8 0 .333 280 300

North
W L T Pct PF PA

Green Bay 9 3 0 .750 379 299
Minnesota 6 6 0 .500 319 329
Chicago 5 7 0 .417 246 284
Detroit 5 7 0 .417 286 358

West
W L T Pct PF PA

L.A. Rams 8 4 0 .667 301 243
Seattle 8 4 0 .667 353 321
Arizona 6 6 0 .500 332 296
San Francisco 5 7 0 .417 285 288
x-clinched playoff spot
Monday’s Games
Washington 23, Pittsburgh 17
Buffalo 34, San Francisco 24
Tuesday’s Game
Dallas at Baltimore
Thursday’s Game
New England at L.A. Rams, 8:20 p.m.
Sunday’s Games
Arizona at N.Y. Giants, 1 p.m.
Dallas at Cincinnati, 1 p.m.
Denver at Carolina, 1 p.m.
Houston at Chicago, 1 p.m.
Kansas City at Miami, 1 p.m.
Minnesota at Tampa Bay, 1 p.m.
Tennessee at Jacksonville, 1 p.m.
Indianapolis at Las Vegas, 4:05 p.m.
N.Y. Jets at Seattle, 4:05 p.m.
Atlanta at L.A. Chargers, 4:25 p.m.
Green Bay at Detroit, 4:25 p.m.
New Orleans at Philadelphia, 4:25 p.m.
Washington at San Francisco, 4:25 p.m.
Pittsburgh at Buffalo, 8:20 p.m.
Monday’s Game
Baltimore at Cleveland, 8:15 p.m.

SOCCER

Champions League 
(Home teams listed first)
FIRST ROUND
Top two in each group advance
GROUP A

GP W D L GF GA Pts 
x-Byrn Munich 5 4 1 0 16 5 13 
Atletico Madrid 5 1 3 1 5 8 6 
Salzburg 5 1 1 3 10 15 4 
Loko. Moscow 5 0 3 2 5 8 3 
x-advanced to second round
Tuesday, Dec. 1
Lokomotiv Moscow 1, Salzburg 3,
Atletico Madrid 1, Bayern Munich 1
Wednesay’s Games
Bayern Munich vs. Lokomotiv Moscow, 3 p.m.
Salzburg vs. Atletico Madrid, 3 p.m.

GROUP B
GP W D L GF GA Pts 

Bor. Monchen. 5 3 2 0 16 7 8 
Shakhtar Dntsk 4 2 1 1 5 12 7 
Real Madrid 5 2 1 2 9 9 7 
Inter Milan 5 1 2 2 7 9 5 

Tuesday, Dec. 1
Shakhtar Donetsk 2, Real Madrid 0
Borussia Monchengladbach 2 Inter Milan 3
Wednesay’s Games
Inter Milan vs. Shakhtar Donetsk, 3 p.m.
Real Madrid vs. Borussia Monchen., 3 p.m.
GROUP C

GP W D L GF GA Pts 
x-Man. City 5 4 1 0 10 1 13 
x-Porto 5 3 1 1 8 3 10 
Olympiakos 5 1 0 4 2 8 3 
Marseille 5 1 0 4 2 10 3 

Tuesday, Dec. 1
Marseille 2, Olympiakos 1
Porto 0, Manchester City 0
Wednesay’s Games
Manchester City vs. Marseille, 3 p.m.
Olympiakos vs. Porto, 3 p.m.
GROUP D

GP W D L GF GA Pts 
x-Liverpool 5 4 0 1 9 2 12 
Atalanta 5 2 2 1 9 8 8 
Ajax 5 2 1 2 7 6 7 
Midtjylland 5 0 1 4 3 12 1 

Tuesday, Dec. 1
Atalanta 1, Midtjylland 1
Liverpool 1, Ajax 0
Wednesay’s Games
Ajax vs. Atalanta, 12:55 p.m.
Midtjylland vs. Liverpool, 12:55 p.m.
GROUP E

GP W D L GF GA Pts 
x-Chelsea 6 4 2 0 13 1 14 
x-Sevilla 6 3 2 1 6 7 11 
Krasnodar 6 1 2 3 5 10 5 
Rennes 6 0 2 4 2 8 2 

Wednesday, Dec. 2
Krasnodar 1, Rennes 0
Sevilla 0, Chelsea 4
Tuesday’s Games
Chelsea vs. Krasnodar
Rennes vs. Sevilla
GROUP F

GP W D L GF GA Pts 
x-Bor. Drtmnd 6 4 1 1 12 5 13 
x-Lazio 6 2 4 0 11 7 10 
Club Brugge 6 2 2 2 8 10 8 
St. Petersburg 6 0 1 5 4 13 1 

Wednesday, Dec. 2
Borussia Dortmund 1, Lazio 1
Club Brugge 3, Zenit St. Petersburg 0
Tuesday’s Games
Lazio 2, Club Brugge 2
Zenit St. Petersburg 1, Borussia Dortmund 2
GROUP G

GP W D L GF GA Pts 
x-Barcelona 6 5 0 1 16 3 15 
x-Juventus 6 5 0 1 12 4 15 
Dynamo Kyiv 6 0 2 4 3 10 2 
Ferencvaros 6 0 2 4 5 16 2 

Wednesday, Dec. 2
Ferencvaros 0, Barcelona 3
Juventus 3, Dynamo Kyiv 0
Tuesday’s Games
Barcelona 3, Juventus 0
Dynamo Kyiv vs. Ferencvaros
GROUP H

GP W D L GF GA Pts 
Leipzig 6 4 0 2 10 10 12 
PSG 6 3 1 2 8 5 10 
Man. United 6 3 0 3 13 9 9 
Istanbul Basa. 6 1 1 4 6 13 4 

Wednesday, Dec. 2
Istanbul Basaksehir 3, Leipzig 4
Manchester United 1, Paris Saint-Germain 3
Tuesday’s Games
PSG vs. Istanbul Basaksehir
Leipzig vs. Manchester United

MLS Playoff 
Conference Championships
Sunday’s Game
Eastern Conference
Columbus 1, New England 0
Monday’s Game
Western Conference
Seattle 3, Minnesota 2
MLS Cup
Saturday’s Game
Seattle at Columbus, 8 p.m.

U.S. Soccer Schedule
(Won 2, Lost 0, Tied 1)
Feb. 1 — United States 1, Costa Rica 0

March 26 — vs. Netherlands, ccd.
March 30 — vs. Wales at Cardiff, Wales, ccd.
a-June 4 — vs. Honduras at Houston, ccd.
a-June 7 — vs. Mexico or Costa Rica, ccd.
Nov. 12 — United States 0, Wales 0
Nov. 16 — United States 6, Panama 2
Wednesday — vs. El Salvador at Fort Lauder-
dale, Fla., 7:38 p.m.
a-CONCACAF Nations League

COLLEGE BASKETBALL

Men’s scores
EAST
Morgan St. 83, Iona 72
SOUTH
New Orleans 74, Florida National 57

USA TODAY Men’s Poll
USA TODAY Top 25 men’s basketball coaches
poll with team’s records through Sunday, total
points based on 25 for first place through one
point for 25th, first-place votes received and
ranking in last week’s poll:

W-L Pts LW
1. Gonzaga (23) 3-0 788 2
2. Baylor (8) 3-0 774 1
3. Iowa (1) 3-0 717 6
4. Michigan State 5-0 679 12
5. Kansas 4-1 585 5
6. Villanova (1) 4-1 581 3
7. Creighton 3-0 561 11
8. Houston (1) 4-0 529 18
9. Illinois 3-1 525 10
10. West Virginia 4-1 471 15
11. Duke 2-1 458 8
12. Texas 4-1 407 22
13. Wisconsin 3-1 361 7
14. North Carolina 3-1 345 16
15. VirginiaTech 3-1 315 NR
16. Tennessee 0-0 311 14
17. Texas Tech 4-1 310 13
18. Virginia 3-1 268 4
19. Richmond 2-0 198 NR
20. Ohio St. 3-0 176 24
21. Florida State 1-0 167 18
22. Rutgers 3-0 161 23
23. Arizona State 3-1 121 17
24. Louisville 4-0 95 NR
25. Florida 3-0 83 NR
Dropped out: No. 9 Kentucky (1-3); No. 20
Oregon (1-1); No. 21 UCLA (3-1); No. 25 Ala-
bama (3-1).

Others receiving votes: Michigan (4-0) 78;
San Diego State (4-0) 50; Saint Louis (3-0) 44;
UCLA (3-1) 38; Oregon (1-1) 34; Oklahoma
State (4-0) 30; Indiana (3-1) 26; Marquette
(3-1) 16; Missouri (3-0) 15; Oklahoma (2-0) 13;
LSU (3-1) 13; Arkansas (4-0) 11; North Carolina
State (3-0) 10; Clemson (3-0) 10; Maryland
(4-0) 6; Connecticut (3-0) 6; Xavier (6-0) 5;
Memphis (3-2) 2; Drake (4-0) 2; Western Ken-
tucky (3-2) 1; SMU (4-0) 1; Kentucky (1-3) 1;
Alabama (3-1) 1; Abilene Christian (5-0) 1.

Women’s scores
EAST
Seton Hall 107, St. Peter’s 60
UMass 79, Rhode Island 69
SOUTH
South Alabama 65, William Carey 40
MIDWEST
Idaho St. 65, Kansas St. 50
FAR WEST
California Baptist 91, William Jessup 62

USA TODAY Women’s Poll
The USA TODAY Sports Top 25 women’s bas-
ketball poll, with team’s records through
Monday in parentheses, total points based on
25 for first place through one point for 25th,
ranking in last week’s poll and first-place
votes received:

W-L Pts LW
1. Stanford (23) 3-0 784 2
2. Louisville (8) 4-0 759 5
3. North Carolina St(1) 4-0 720 6
4. South Carolina 4-1 683 1
5. Connecticut 0-0 662 3
6. Arizona (1) 3-0 614 8
7. Baylor 2-1 612 4
8. Oregon (1) 4-0 588 9
9. Kentucky 4-0 522 12
10. Texas A&M 4-0 484 13
11. UCLA 2-1 449 10
12. Mississippi State 2-1 446 7
13. Arkansas 5-1 440 14
14. Maryland 3-1 412 11
15. Indiana 2-1 310 15
16. Oregon State 3-0 300 17
17. Northwestern 0-0 222 16
18. Syracuse 3-0 214 21
19. Ohio State 3-0 201 22
20. Michigan 4-0 189 24
21. South Dakota State 3-0 128 NR
22. Missouri State 3-1 112 25
23. DePaul 1-2 95 19
24. Iowa State 2-2 71 18
25. Gonzaga 1-2 65 20

Dropped out: No. 23 Notre Dame (2-2).
Others receiving votes: South Florida (2-1)
63; Texas (3-1) 60; Arizona State (4-1) 40; Vir-
ginia Tech (5-0) 34; North Carolina (5-0) 33;
Iowa (3-0) 29; Florida State (1-0) 17; Ohio
(2-0) 10; Rutgers (1-0) 9; Notre Dame (2-2) 8;
South Dakota (1-2) 6; West Virginia (4-0) 3;
Missouri (1-0) 2; James Madison (3-1) 2; Flori-
da Gulf Coast (3-2) 1; Buffalo (0-0) 1.

DEALS

SOCCER
Major League Soccer
NEW ENGLAND REVOLUTION — Announced Fs

Gustavo Bou, Justin Rennicksand, Adam Buk-
sa and Teal Bunbury, Ds Alexander Buttner,
Brandon Bye, Andrew Farrel, DeJuan Jones
and Henry Kessler, MFs Matt Polster, Damian
Rivera and Tajon Buchanan and G Matt Turner
were guaranteed contracts for 2021 season.
Exercised 2021 contract options on MFs Luis
Caicedo, Scott Caldwell and Carles Gil, G Brad
Knighton and D Collin Verfurth. Declined con-
tract options for 2021 season on MFs Isaac
Angking and Nicolas Fimino, G Jeff Caldwell, D
Michael Macienne and Seth Sinovic, Fs Kekuta
Manneh and Cristian Penilla. Announced D
Antonio Delamea, Ms Diego Fagundez, Thom-
as McNamara, Lee Nguyen and Kelyn Rowe
are out of contract for 2021 season.

FOR THE RECORD

The No. 25 team listed in this week’s USA TODAY
men’s basketball coaches poll was incorrect in Tues-
day’s edition. It should have been Florida. 

Corrections & Clarifications

USA TODAY is committed to accuracy. 
To reach us at any time, call 800-872-7073 or email accuracy@usatoday.com.
Please indicate whether you’re responding to content online or in the newspa-
per.

Pregame.com Line
COLLEGE BASKETBALL

Wednesday
Favorite Line Underdog
LOYOLA-CHIC. 341⁄2 Chicago State
WISCONSIN 91⁄2 Rhode Island
CLEMSON 2 Maryland
TCU 2 Providence
CINCINNATI 2 Furman
MIAMI (OH) 14 W. Illinois
RICHMOND 9 N. Iowa
W. VIRGINIA 241⁄2 Robert Morris
Marshall 51⁄2 CHARLESTON
ARIZONA 17 Cs Bakersfield
E. Illinois 41⁄2 EVANSVILLE
VALPARAISO 12 SIU-Edwrdsvlle
NEBRASKA 1 Georgia Tech
TEXAS 181⁄2 Texas State
TULANE 61⁄2 Southern Miss
XAVIER 1 Oklahoma
S. Utah 21⁄2 UTAH VLY
UCLA 171⁄2 San Diego
WYOMING 14 Denver
PEPPERDINE 5 California
BYU 5 Boise St
WASH. ST 18 Idaho
Santa Clara 11 CAL POLY
FLORIDA ST 3 Indiana
N’WESTERN 4 Pittsburgh
VIRGINIA 11⁄2 Michigan St
WASHINGTON 131⁄2 Seattle U
MICHIGAN 12 Toledo

College Football
Thursday

Favorite O T O/U Underdog
Pittsburgh 5 61⁄2 531⁄2 GA. TECH
FAU 71⁄2 81⁄2 421⁄2 STHRN MISS

Friday
Favorite O T O/U Underdog
N. TEXAS 7 10 62 UTEP
MARSHALL 22 20 52 Charlotte
San Jose St PK 2 58 Nevada
Arizona St 81⁄2 11 55 ARIZONA
COLORADO 1 2 49 Utah

Saturday
Favorite O T O/U Underdog
LOUISVILLE 41⁄2 2 631⁄2 Wake Forest
FLORIDA ST 2 5 57 Duke
Oklahoma 11 14 561⁄2 W. VIRGINIA
Cstl Carol. 131⁄2 131⁄2 511⁄2 TROY
Stanford 4 3 521⁄2 OREGON ST
Texas 31 291⁄2601⁄2 KANSAS
Houston 21⁄2 4 63 MEMPHIS

Boise St 11 111⁄2 471⁄2 WYOMING
Okla. St 4 51⁄2 49 BAYLOR
TCU 211⁄2 211⁄2 521⁄2 La. Tech
COLO. ST 12 131⁄2 531⁄2 Utah St
HAWAII 21 20 57 UNLV
Auburn 9 61⁄2 49 MISS. ST.
Alabama 31 311⁄2 68 ARKANSAS
Georgia 12 131⁄2 521⁄2 MISSOURI
Tennessee 15 15 50 VANDRBILT
Wisconsin +3 11⁄2 42 IOWA
INDIANA 11 10 52 Purdue
PENN ST 13 141⁄2 47 Michigan St
MARYLND 7 7 58 Rutgers
Appalachn St 91⁄2 91⁄2 45 GA. STHERN
BALL ST 21⁄2 21⁄2 68 W. Michigan
Miami (Ohio) 211⁄2 24 491⁄2 BWLNG GRN
BUFFALO 33 32 59 Akron
E. MICH. 4 61⁄2 551⁄2 N. Illinois
TOLEDO 101⁄2 111⁄2 521⁄2 Cent. Michigan
FLORIDA 23 23 67 LSU
MIAMI 4 3 671⁄2 North Carolina
VA. TECH 3 2 62 Virginia
NEBRASKA 9 10 58 Minnesota
N’WESTERN 14 14 41 Illinois
Fresno St 111⁄2 11 OFF NEW MEXICO
BYU 151⁄2 161⁄2 50 San Diego St
ARMY 5 7 38 Navy
USC 3 3 62 UCLA
OREGON 5 6 55 Washington
California PK 21⁄2 54 WASH. ST
UAB 9 71⁄2 44 RICE

NFL
Thursday

Favorite O T O/U Underdog
LA RAMS 61⁄2 5 441⁄2 New England

Sunday
Favorite O T O/U Underdog
Green Bay 61⁄2 71⁄2 55 DETROIT
Tennessee 81⁄2 71⁄2 53 JACKSNVILLE
Dallas 31⁄2 31⁄2 431⁄2 CINCINNATI
Arizona 3 21⁄2 45 NY GIANTS
Houston 11⁄2 11⁄2 441⁄2 CHICAGO
CAROLINA 4 OFF OFF Denver
TAMPA BAY 6 6 52 Minnesota
Kansas City 7 7 491⁄2 MIAMI
Indianapolis 21⁄2 21⁄2 511⁄2 LAS VEGAS
SEATTLE 15 131⁄2 47 NY Jets
New Orleans 61⁄2 7 44 PHILADLPHIA
San Francisco 5 3 43 Washington
BUFFALO +2 2 46 Pittsburgh

Monday
Favorite O T O/U Underdog
Baltimore 2 1 451⁄2 CLEVELAND

ODDS SPONSORED BY BETMGM.COM

For the latest lines, picks and expert
analysis, go to sportsbookwire.com

Visit BetMGM.com for a risk-free first bet up to $500.
Use bonus code ROAR

Odds are subject to change. BetMGM.com does not offer lines for New
Jersey-based college sports teams. Gannett may earn revenue from
audience referrals to betting services. Newsrooms are independent of
this relationship and there is no influence on news coverage. 
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beauty contest and not a tour-
nament that hands out auto-
matic tickets. Ironically, when
the CFP format was being built,
former Big Ten commissioner
Jim Delany argued that only
conference champs should get
in. Fortunately for his league,
Delany lost that argument. 

Whether the Buckeyes play
Northwestern or Iowa on 
Dec. 19, and whether that game
is called the Big Ten champion-
ship seems to be of little conse-
quence here. The selection
committee has valued Ohio
State as one of the clear top
four teams. In its rankings
Tuesday, the Buckeyes re-
mained No. 4, behind Alabama,
Notre Dame and Clemson. As
long as they’re 6-0, they seem
likely to get in. 

But the Big Ten sure hasn’t
made it easy. 

It certainly wasn’t an ideal
circumstance for Warren to
have a pandemic land in his lap
during his first few months on
the job after Delany’s retire-
ment. 

But Warren and the Big Ten
presidents who hired him have
misread the room at every turn
in this crazy year. 

When the Big Ten an-
nounced on Aug. 11 that it would
not play sports this fall and in-
stead try to patch together a
football season in the spring, it
thought other conferences
would follow and underesti-
mated the amount of push back
they’d get from within their
own ranks at schools such as
Ohio State and Nebraska. 

Then when they reversed
course on Sept. 16 – after an
Aug. 19 statement from Warren
that the decision to shut down
“will not be revisited” – the
plan to have teams play eight
games in eight weeks so they
could be eligible for the playoff
foolishly left no wiggle room for
games to be postponed.

Meanwhile, the Big Ten al-

lowed itself to be used as a po-
litical prop by a president
whose re-election campaign
centered on winning states in
the Midwest, confidently in-
stituted a daily rapid testing
plan that clearly didn’t stop
COVID-19 from running ram-
pant through teams and put to-
gether the most aggressive set
of protocols of any conference,
requiring players to sit out 21
days if they tested positive. 

That’s not to say the Big Ten
was wrong for being cautious,
because COVID-19 is still a dan-
gerous virus with potentially
bad outcomes whose long-term
effects are unknown. But when
you neither stop the virus from
spreading within teams nor are

able play a representative sea-
son, your plan just didn’t work.
And it wasn’t just one team that
struggled to get its arms around
COVID-19. There were major
outbreaks during the season at
Wisconsin, Minnesota (which
had 49 cases in a three-week
span), Maryland, Ohio State
and now Michigan. 

No wonder there’s a certain
amount of snickering among
administrators in the South-
eastern Conference, Atlantic
Coast Conference and Big 12,
leagues that have certainly had
their own issues along the way
but were generally on the same
page and appear poised to get
nearly all of their scheduled
games played. 

At the end of all this, the Big
Ten too will likely plant its flag
in the ground and call the sea-
son a success relative to mid-
August when the plan was not
to play any games. But the dis-
cordant way the league has
been managed, and the credi-
bility it lost by being bullied
into playing such a poorly
thought-out schedule this fall,
will be hard to build back once
we get to the other side of the
pandemic. 

The only thing the Big Ten
can do to make up for fumbling
around the last four months is
do whatever it takes to help the
Buckeyes secure that playoff
bid. At this point, it’s the only
thing that can be salvaged. 

Wolken
Continued from Page 1C

Ohio State hopes to celebrate a Big Ten championship and place in the College Football Playoff.
AL GOLDIS/AP

enough to start to a family.
There are no automatics in women’s

golf. No guarantees.
LPGA Hall of Famer Karrie Webb told

some of the younger players on tour that
if a pandemic had shut down the world
earlier in her career, there probably
wouldn’t have been any kind of LPGA
season. That’s a testament to LPGA
Commissioner Mike Whan and the kind
of relationships that exist between the
tour and its sponsors.

A first-ever December U.S. Women’s
Open presents a unique opportunity for
the women’s game. This year the cham-
pionship, to be played Thursday to Sun-
day at Champions Golf Club in Houston,
isn’t competing against a marquee PGA

Tour event or backed up to a men’s ma-
jor. It’s an ideal time for the golf world to
hype up the women’s tour. Make it the
talk of Twitter and top-of-mind on tele-
vision segments and websites rather
than just an afterthought.

Let the women lead this week.
USGA social channels have been pro-

moting a #womenworthwatching hash-
tag and shining light on a stat that
makes something we all know to be true
look even worse than we thought.

Only 4% of sports coverage includes
women’s sports or female athletes. Yet
according to Minnesota’s Tucker Center
for Research on Girls & Women in Sport,
40% of sports participants are female.

It’s impossible to justify 4%.
Not when the best story in golf this

year came from Sophia Popov, the little-
known German who scripted that unbe-
lievable tale at Royal Troon. The wiry
player who oozes personality backed up

that AIG Women’s British Open victory
too, making six straight cuts and post-
ing three top-25 finishes since then.

Jason Day, Bryson DeChambeau and
Max Homa are among PGA Tour players
who have tweeted support for the Wom-
en’s Open. This simple act from male
athletes can’t be done enough and
should be done by all influencers ’til the
stars of this tour are household names.

The USGA’s switch from Fox back to
NBC benefits the women’s game most.
TV ratings for last year’s final round of
the U.S. Women’s Open were the worst
on record. Golf Channel’s coverage of
the event not only tournament week but
also in the weeks leading in are critical
to drive interest. The U.S. Women’s Am-
ateur ratings in August, for example,
were the highest in history, up nearly
300% versus 2019 on FS1.

While there’s no men’s major to com-
pete with, there is football. And, as the

Masters showed us, nothing can com-
pete with the NFL’s monster ratings.

But there’s still a chance for some-
thing special to happen this week.
There’s still reason to blow up the golf
space with wall-to-wall women’s cover-
age and try to lure in some of the new
golfers who have caused participation
rates to soar in 2020. The National Golf
Foundation says recreational golf hasn’t
enjoyed a surge this big (around 50 mil-
lion rounds) since Tiger Woods burst on
the scene in 1997.

Women’s golf doesn’t have the luxury
of an iconic American player like Woods
to send interest and purses into another
galaxy. Not yet anyway.

Instead, it will take the purposeful
actions of an army of supporters to turn
the story of a pitiful 4% coverage rate
into something meaningful.

The world can’t have enough bright
spots.

Nichols
Continued from Page 1C

Teryl Austin

Senior defensive assistant, Steel-
ers: He coaches perhaps the smartest
and most aggressive secondary in foot-
ball. 

Eric Bieniemy

Offensive coordinator, Chiefs: He
could roll into a meeting with an owner
and just show a DVR of Kansas City’s of-
fense. The criticism will be how much of
the offense is Bieniemy, and how much
is coach Andy Reid?

Todd Bowles

Defensive coordinator, Bucca-
neers: Failed as head coach of the Jets
and is reborn with Tampa Bay.

Jim Caldwell

Most recently assistant head
coach, Dolphins: The Lions fell apart
after he left Detroit. In five seasons as
head coach of the Lions, he went 36-28
with two postseason appearances. His
replacement, Matt Patricia, went 13-29-1
before being fired last week.

Romeo Crennel

Interim head coach, Texans: Has a
small chance of removing the interim
tag.

Tony Elliott

Offensive coordinator, Clemson:
Few would be shocked if he had several
head coaching interviews this offsea-
son.

Leslie Frazier

Defensive coordinator, Bills: Went
3-13 as Vikings head coach in 2011 sea-
son and then 10-6 with a playoff appear-
ance in 2012.

Harold Goodwin

Assistant head coach, Buccaneers:
Mainly coordinates the running game;
he’ll be asked if he can run an entire of-
fense.

Pep Hamilton

Quarterbacks coach, Chargers:
He’s done solid work with rookie Justin
Herbert.

Vance Joseph

Defensive coordinator, Cardinals:

Former head coach of the Broncos.

Byron Leftwich

Offensive coordinator, Buccaneers:
The Tampa Bay offense is inconsistent,
but Leftwich is still seen as having a
promising future.

Thomas McGaughey

Special teams coordinator, Giants:
Highly experienced and respected.

Raheem Morris

Interim head coach, Falcons: The
team has gone 4-2 under Morris after it
started 0-5 under Dan Quinn.

Andre Patterson

Co-defensive coordinator, Vikings:
One of the more experienced of the can-
didates, Patterson started coaching in
the NFL in 1997.

Kris Richard

Former Cowboys assistant: Was
once a hot coaching candidate. Will
likely still draw interest.

Robert Saleh

Defensive coordinator, 49ers: Cor-

nerback Richard Sherman issued a pas-
sionate plea for Saleh to get the Lions’
head coaching job.

Duce Staley

Assistant head coach and running
backs coach, Eagles: The offense has
been putrid, but Staley has a lot of back-
ers inside the organization.

Brian Stewart

Defensive backs coach, Baylor:
Coached the Lions’ defensive backs
from 2018 to 2019.

Eric Studesville

Running backs coach, Dolphins:
He’s on the radar of several NFL teams
for coordinator positions.

Tyke Tolbert

Wide receivers coach, Giants: Wide
receivers coach for five NFL teams since
2003.

Eric Washington

Defensive line coach, Bills: The de-
fense has done well against some of the
NFL’s best offenses.

Candidates
Continued from Page 1C
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NOTICES

LEGAL NOTICE

IN THE UNITED STATES BANKRUPTCY COURT
FOR THE NORTHERN DISTRICT OF TEXAS

DALLAS DIVISION

In re:
Tuesday Morning
Corporation, et al.,1

Debtors.

Chapter 11
Case No.
20-31476-HDH-11
Jointly Administered

NOTICE OF ERRATA REGARDING NOTICE OF (I)
APPROVAL OF DISCLOSURE STATEMENT; (II)
ESTABLISHMENT OF VOTING RECORD DATE;
(III) APPROVING CURE PROCEDURES; (IV)

HEARING ON CONFIRMATION OF THE CHAPTER
11 PLAN OF THE DEBTORS; (V) PROCEDURES
FOR OBJECTING TO CONFIRMATION OF THE

PLAN; AND (VI) PROCEDURES AND
DEADLINE FOR VOTING ON THE PLAN

Tuesday Morning Corporation and its
debtor affiliates, as debtors and debtors-in-
possession in the above-referenced chapter
11 cases (collectively, the “Debtors”) hereby
file this Notice of Errata in connection with the
Notice of (I) Approval of Disclosure Statement;
(II) Establishment of Voting Record Date; (III)
Approving Cure Procedures; (IV) Hearing on
Confirmation of the Chapter 11 Plan of the Debtors;
(V) Procedures for Objecting to Confirmation of the
Plan; and (VI) Procedures and Deadline for Voting
on the Plan [Docket No. 1644] (the “Confirmation
Hearing Notice”).
1. Paragraph 8 of the Confirmation Hearing Notice
incorrectly states that all Executory Contracts
or Unexpired Leases not previously assumed or
rejected pursuant to an order of the Bankruptcy
Court, will be deemed rejected by the applicable
Reorganized Debtor.
2. Article V.A of the Revised Second Amended
Joint Plan of Reorganization of Tuesday Morning
Corporation, et al., Pursuant to Chapter 11 of the
Bankruptcy Code (Solicitation Version) [Docket No.
1633] (the “Plan”) provides that on the Effective
Date, except as otherwise provided in the Plan,
all Executory Contracts or Unexpired Leases,
not previously assumed or rejected pursuant
to an order of the Bankruptcy Court entered
on or prior to the Confirmation Date, will be
deemed assumed.
3. The language contained in the Plan is the
controlling language. All Executory Contracts
or Unexpired Leases, not previously assumed or
rejected pursuant to an order of the Bankruptcy
Court entered on or prior to the Confirmation Date,
will be deemed assumed.
DATED this 3rd day of December, 2020.
HAYNES AND BOONE, LLP, By: /s/ Ian T.
Peck, Ian T. Peck (State Bar No. 24013306),
Jarom J. Yates (State Bar No. 24071134), Jordan
E. Chavez (State Bar No. 24109883), HAYNES
AND BOONE, LLP, 2323 Victory Avenue,
Suite 700, Dallas, TX 75219, Telephone:
214.651.5000, Facsimile: 214.651.5940, Email:
ian.peck@haynesboone.com, Email: jarom.
yates@haynesboone.com, Email: jordan.chavez@
haynesboone.com, ATTORNEYS FOR DEBTORS
1The Debtors in these Chapter 11 cases, along
with the last four digits of each Debtor’s federal
tax identification number, include: Tuesday
Morning Corporation (8532) (“TM Corp.”);
TMI Holdings, Inc. (6658) (“TMI Holdings”);
Tuesday Morning, Inc. (2994) (“TMI”); Friday
Morning, LLC (3440) (“FM LLC”); Days of the
Week, Inc. (4231) (“DOTW”); Nights of the Week,
Inc. (7141) (“NOTW”); and Tuesday Morning
Partners, Ltd. (4232) (“TMP”). The location of
the Debtors’ service address is 6250 LBJ Freeway,
Dallas, TX 75240.
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Late in the third quarter of the Bills’
most complete victory of the season, a
rollicking 34-24 beatdown of the 49ers,
I happened to look at the real-time stat
page and noticed Josh Allen had sur-
passed 300 yards passing for the game.

If there’s one thing that sets the 2020
Bills apart from just about every team
Buffalo has trotted out in the 21st centu-
ry, it’s this: The fact that Allen had
topped 300 yards through the air didn’t
even move me because that type of pro-
ductivity is now the rule rather than the
exception.

“He’s a baller and he’s been a baller,
that’s no surprise,” safety Jordan Poyer
said after Allen lit up the 49ers for 375
yards and four touchdowns Monday
night in Glendale, Arizona. “That’s our
quarterback; he’s a baller. I don’t know
what answer you want me to say; it’s no
surprise to us what he does every week.
I’m happy he’s on our team.”

This is a franchise, I’m sure many of
you will recall, that at times went mul-
tiple years without a quarterback reach-
ing 300 yards passing. Before Allen en-

joyed the first such game of his career on
opening day against the Jets, the last
300-yard game was by Tyrod Taylor
against the Dolphins in 2016, and he
needed overtime.

From the start of the forgettable Dick
Jauron Era in 2006 through 2019 – a 14-
year span consisting of 226 games
counting two in the postseason – the
Bills had 13 games in which their QB
topped 300. Thirteen. And they 4-9 in
those games.

This season, Allen has done it six
times in the first 12 games, including
two 415-yard masterpieces, a single-
game figure the great Jim Kelly never
reached. The most impressive thing
about the gaudy numbers is the Bills
have won all six of those games.

So often in the NFL, quarterbacks
throw for 300 yards in losing causes be-
cause they were forced to pass when
trailing, much of the yardage coming
when the game was already decided.
Case in point, Nick Mullens on Monday
as he threw for 316, more than half of it
in the fourth quarter when the 49ers
were never within one score.

Allen’s 300-yarders have come in
games that were competitive all the
way, games in which the Bills needed
him to come through the way he did. In
those six games, he completed 174 of
235 passes (74%) for 2,135 yards with,

get this, 17 TDs and just one intercep-
tion.

Think about this: His 2,135 yards in
those six games? There have been 15
seasons since the 1970 AFL-NFL merger
when the Bills didn’t have a quarterback
who topped that total for the whole year
either due to utter incompetence by one
player or a timeshare at the position.

Yards are not the be all, end all in the

NFL. In fact, much of the time yards are
meaningless, but Monday night for Al-
len, they weren’t. All 375 of Allen’s yards
were legit as the bulk of them were the
key to the Bills scoring on six straight
possessions from late in the first quarter
to early in the fourth.

That doesn’t even count the first
drive of the game when the Bills ad-
vanced to the 49ers’ 1 before Allen made
one of his only poor throws of the night,
missing tight end Lee Smith in the end
zone on 4th-and-goal.

Counting that possession, Allen put
together drives of 74, 77, 69, 71, 75 and 75
yards. He threw only eight incomple-
tions on 40 attempts, did not turn the
ball over, and looked every bit the part of
a superstar in the making.

“I just really appreciate the way he
played the game tonight,” coach Sean
McDermott said. “He played the game in
a very patient way when he needed to be
patient. He took some shots when he
needed to take some shots. I thought
coach (Brian) Daboll called a great game
and Josh and the offense executed.”

If we forgo Drew Bledsoe’s three
years – a great one in 2002, two lacklus-
ter ones in 2003 and 2004 – the Bills
have not had a quarterback play at this
level since Kelly retired. Since then,
nearly a quarter of a century, it finally
appears the heir apparent has arrived.

Bills witnessing greatness in Allen

Bills quarterback Josh Allen threw for
375 yards and four touchdowns
Monday night against the 49ers.
ROSS D. FRANKLIN/AP

Sal Maiorana
Rochester 

Democrat and Chronicle

PHILADELPHIA – The suspense last-
ed just one day as Eagles head coach
Doug Pederson named rookie Jalen
Hurts the team’s starting quarterback
for the game this Sunday against the
Saints.

It’ll be the first time Carson Wentz
won’t be the starting quarterback when
he has been healthy enough to play.
That goes back to the first game of his
rookie season in 2016, when he was ele-

vated from third string to
first string a week before
the season started after
Philadelphia traded Sam
Bradford.

“I have come to a deci-
sion and I am going to go
with Jalen Hurts this

week against New Orleans,” Pederson
said in a statement issued by the team
Tuesday. “I looked at the whole thing
and decided that for this week to look
for that spark again to try to get the team
over the hump.”

Wentz is in the throes of his worst

season, completing just 57.1% of his
passes, with a career-high 15 intercep-
tions for the Eagles, who are 3-8-1. He
has also been sacked a league-high 50
times.

Hurts, whom the Eagles drafted in
the second round last spring, relieved
Wentz midway through the third quar-
ter of the Eagles’ 30-16 loss to the Pack-
ers on Sunday.

The Eagles were trailing 20-3 when
Hurts entered the game. He led them on
a touchdown drive on his second pos-
session, which was followed by Jalen
Reagor’s 73-yard punt return for a

touchdown, bringing the Eagles to with-
in 23-16.

Hurts then had a chance for a poten-
tial tying touchdown. But he threw two
incomplete passes and was sacked and
the Eagles had to punt. Soon after,
Green Bay’s 77-yard TD run put the
game away.

In all, Hurts was 5 of 12 for 109 yards,
with a touchdown and an interception.
He also had 29 yards rushing on five car-
ries and was sacked three times. 

Wentz was 6-for-15 for 79 yards be-
fore getting replaced. He was sacked
four times.

Eagles’ Pederson benches Wentz for Hurts

Hurts

Martin Frank
The (Delaware) News Journal

USA TODAY Network

Nobody’s perfect.
The Steelers were the NFL’s only un-

defeated team until Monday night, but
even before the shocker against the
Washington Football Team, there were
ample warnings to suggest that the per-
fect record was too shaky for comfort.

Shoot, if you caught Steelers coach
Mike Tomlin’s vibe after his squad
squeaked by the severely depleted Rav-
ens last week, it amplified the reality
that they were hardly as dominant as
the record might have indicated.

But losing to Washington?
A team from the division that has

been mockingly called the “NFC Least”?
Well, now the record is 11-1, with Pitts-

burgh’s 23-17 setback allowing legend-
ary fullback Larry Csonka and his team-
mates from the 1972 Dolphins squad to
pop a few corks as they remain the only
team in NFL history to complete a per-
fect season.

No, there will be no 19-0 distinction
for the Black and Gold.

“We live one week at a time,” Tomlin
said when asked about the prospects of
a perfect season taken off the table. “It’s
not collective for us.” 

Maybe the Steelers will still emerge
as Super Bowl LV champions. Yet that
won’t happen if they don’t shore up a
few nagging issues.

In rallying from a 14-0 deficit, Wash-
ington (5-7) not only was on the other
side of the second-worst blown lead by
a Steelers team at Heinz Field, but it ex-
posed some distinct, “collective” Pitts-
burgh flaws.

It might have been one loss, but it
was also a reminder of reasons that the
Steelers were such a less-than-domi-
nant 11-0 team. 

Where’s the running game?
Pittsburgh mustered all of 21 rushing

yards (1.5 per carry) on Monday night,
which pretty much eliminated the idea
of building a lead (done) and then salt-

ing away the clock (not done) in bagging
a W. James Conner missed a second
consecutive game while on the CO-
VID-19 reserve list, but this is deeper
than the absence of the starting running
back, as the rushing attack has lacked
consistency all season.

Ben Roethlisberger, who threw 53
times against Washington – including a
nail-in-the-coffin pass near the end that
was deflected at the line of scrimmage
by Montez Sweat and intercepted by
Jon Bostic – has covered up many of the
running game’s woes this season. But
after missing two practices within the
past week while nursing a knee injury,
Roethlisberger didn’t bring his A game
on Monday night. And once again, he
was challenged to connect with his ar-
ray of talented receivers on the deep
throws.

“It starts with me,” Roethlisberger
said. “I need to be better.”

That’s noble. 
And there’s some truth in it. Usually,

as Roethlisberger goes, so go the Steel-
ers.

Yet the burden isn’t just on No. 7.
Like last week, the Steelers had trou-

bles in the red zone. Troubles convert-

ing on fourth down. And like last week,
they had trouble hanging onto the foot-
ball, with seven dropped passes.

As Tomlin put it, “We just have to
make routine plays routinely.”

The defensive lapses were as glaring
as you’d expect them to be in an out-
come that dropped Pittsburgh’s record
to 78-1-1 in games in which it held a half-
time lead of at least 14 points. Washing-
ton’s rally probably caught fire on the
first drive after halftime, when Alex
Smith flipped a screen pass to Cam Sims
on the perimeter on 3rd-and-14. The
thing went for 31 yards. Then Smith
completed a 30-yard pass to Logan
Thomas. Then Peyton Barber punched it
in to cap an 82-yard drive.

Seems like the defense that drew
Tomlin’s ire last week hasn’t had a quick
fix in yielding big plays. Sure, the unit is
down another impact linebacker as
standout pass rusher Bud Dupree joined
Devin Bush on injured reserve with a
torn ACL. 

Yet the type of breakdowns the Steel-
ers have had lately surely won’t cut it
against, say, the Chiefs.

Tomlin doesn’t escape second-
guessing, either. With just under five

minutes on the clock in a tied game, he
bypassed the option of attempting what
would have been about a 45-yard field
goal and went for it on 4th-and-1 from
the Washington 28.

Uh-oh. Without a reliable running
back, the Steelers hardly lined up to ram
the ball in a cloud of dust to move the
chains. Instead, Roethlisberger took a
shotgun snap and tried to hit Anthony
McFarland coming out of the backfield
on a wheel route. The pass was broken
up. Tomlin maintained that he didn’t
want to put rookie kicker Matthew
Wright (in his NFL debut, subbing for
injured Chris Boswell) in the position of
needing to make a pressure kick.

“I didn’t feel good about putting that
on him,” Tomlin said.

His defense surely wasn’t ready for
the crunchtime pressure. Smith’s first
third-down pass on the ensuing drive
resulted in a 29-yard completion to Sims
that set up a 45-yard field goal from
Dustin Hopkins to give Washington its
first lead of the game with 2:04 left.
Roethlisberger’s lone pick quickly set up
another Hopkins field goal. 

After clinging to that perfect mark,
the Steelers are about to find out wheth-
er they are equipped to plow through
this December adversity.

The Steelers have escaped multiple
close calls this season, which says much
about the resilience and veteran savvy
flowing through the DNA of the team.
The Steelers avoided a near-disastrous
loss at Dallas. They nearly blew a big
lead at Tennessee. They were essential-
ly outplayed at Baltimore yet were aided
by the Ravens’ self-inflicted blunders.
The perfect record could have been his-
tory weeks ago, which hardly makes
Monday’s setback – a day after the Gi-
ants pulled off a stunner at Seattle –
easier to swallow. 

“It stinks,” Roethlisberger said. “It’s
been a while since we’ve lost a game.”

The good news is that nothing has
changed about the ultimate goal for
Pittsburgh.

The latest reality check, though,
might have revealed how difficult it will
be for the Steelers to achieve that ulti-
mate goal.

Shocking upset proves Steelers are far from perfect

Jarrett Bell
Columnist

USA TODAY

Steelers cornerback Justin Layne reacts after Washington tight end Logan
Thomas scored a TD in the fourth quarter. CHARLES LECLAIRE/USA TODAY SPORTS

NFL
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The U.S. Food and Drug Administra-
tion Tuesday morning released a
53-page report summarizing data from
Pfizer and BioNTech’s COVID-19 candi-
date vaccine trial. The data supports
earlier findings that the vaccine is safe
and will prevent 95% of people from be-
coming sick with COVID-19.

The companies are asking the FDA
for authorization to use the shot in peo-
ple ages 16 and up. They have also begun
testing the vaccine in ages 12-15, but

have not accumulated enough data to
request authorization in that age group.

The FDA panel that must review the
vaccine before authorization meets all
day Thursday, with authorization ex-
pected as soon as that evening. Another
candidate vaccine, made by Moderna,
will be reviewed next week.

Dr. William Schaffner, an infectious
disease expert at the Vanderbilt Univer-

sity School of Medicine in Nashville,
Tennessee, said he recently received a
briefing on the Pfizer/BioNTech data,
though he would not say who present-
ed it or who else received it.

“The group I was with who heard
the data arrived interested and left the
presentation enthusiastic,” Schaffner
said. “The extraordinary thing is that
there were no major areas of concern.”

Others also seemed impressed by
the results.

“FDA did not note any surprise find-
ing,” said Dr. John Grabenstein, a for-
mer Merck executive and former direc-
tor of US Department of Defense mil-
itary immunization program. The effi-

Pfizer’s COVID-19 vaccine is being shipped in specially designed, insulated containers. PFIZER INC.

Pfizer data summary:
Vaccine safe, effective

“There were no major areas

of concern.”
Dr. William Schaffner
Infectious disease expert at the Vanderbilt
University School of Medicine

Report tells how certain
groups fared in trial

Karen Weintraub
USA TODAY

See PFIZER, Page 2D

By the end of the year, the United
States government hopes to have close
to 40 million doses of COVID-19 vac-
cine.

It plans to distribute half of those in
December and hold back the other half
to give the same people their second
dose of the two-shot regimen.

But Dr. Scott Gottlieb, a Pfizer board
member and former U.S. Food and
Drug Administration commissioner,
says that’s a bad idea. Instead, Gottlieb
says he would give out 35 million doses
now, and presume the second doses
will be available when people need
them.

That way, he says, a lot more people
can be protected as the U.S. endures
the worst of the COVID-19 pandemic.

“We should get as many shots in our
arms as possible right away,” he told
the USA TODAY Editorial Board on
Monday. “The idea that we need to cut
(the doses) in half and give half of it
now and hold onto it, so we have sup-
ply in January to get the second dose …
I just fundamentally disagree with
that.”

As the U.S. continues to suffer from
a surge with nearly 200,000 new cases
each day, according to a USA TODAY
analysis of Johns Hopkins data, Got-
tlieb says the government should focus
on vaccinating as many people as pos-
sible with first doses. He anticipates
another 40 million doses should be
ready in time for the second shot of the
two-dose regimen. 

The inability to do so would indicate
a manufacturing process problem ex-
ceeding that of people not getting their
second dose on schedule, he argues.

“I don’t think we should be holding
onto supply now, anticipating some-
thing goes wrong that’s going to cause
a lot of other challenges,” said Gottlieb.
“We should be taking some risk.”

Arthur Caplan, professor and
founding head of the division of med-
ical ethics at the NYU School of Medi-
cine in New York City, agrees.

“Vaccinat(ing) as many as possible 

Debate
over how
many to
vaccinate
Use 40M doses for 
20M people, or more?

Adrianna Rodriguez
USA TODAY

Some experts say we should use
more than half the doses on the first
shot, counting on getting more doses
in time for the second. GETTY IMAGES

See VACCINE, Page 3D

Data on a candidate COVID-19 vac-
cine made by AstraZeneca and Oxford
University is strong enough to present
to regulators in the U.K., Europe and
elsewhere around the world, the collab-
orators said Tuesday, but they don’t ex-
pect approval from the U.S. without
more data from American volunteers.

The team presented their data Tues-
day in the medical journal, The Lancet,
the first late-stage trial information to
be published under peer review, with
careful independent analysis.

As previously reported, the vaccine,
called AZD1222, was shown to be 70%
effective among the more than 11,000
participants, though only about 60% ef-

fective among people who received the
standard two-dose regimen.

By accident, a subset of the British
volunteers, about 2,700 participants,
received a half-dose of the vaccine the
first time and a full-dose of the vaccine
the second – and were 90% protected.
It’s not yet clear whether that improved
effectiveness was due to a statistical
fluke, or whether the lower dose primed
the immune system to better protect
against COVID-19.

The AstraZeneca and Oxford team
said they will need more data from the
trials, which are still ongoing, before de-
ciding whether the half-dose-full-dose
regimen is truly more effective.

In a Tuesday news conference, they
said they would not wait for that analy-
sis before requesting approval from reg-
ulatory authorities around the world.

“This is an important landmark for
us,” said Andrew Pollard, director of the
Oxford Vaccine Group, who helped run
the study.

“This is probably the best day we’ve
had in 2020 (in the U.K.),” added Sarah
Gilbert, a professor of vaccinology at the
University of Oxford.

“We had an effective vaccine that
meets the regulatory standards for ap-
proval around the world,” continued
Mene Pangalos, executive vice presi-
dent for biopharmaceuticals R&D at As-
traZeneca. “We’ve shown the vaccine is
safe and well tolerated.”

The U.S. will probably not rely solely
on trial results from other countries. In-
stead. U.S. regulators will likely wait for
at least interim results from a 30,000-

AstraZeneca will seek approval, but not yet in US
Karen Weintraub 
and Adrianna Rodriguez
USA TODAY

The AstraZeneca and Oxford team said
more data is needed before deciding
whether the regimen used in the UK is
truly more effective.
JUSTIN TALLIS/AFP VIA GETTY IMAGES See ASTRAZENECA, Page 2D
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cacy and product quality look good,
Grabenstein said in an email, and
there were few severe cases of
COVID-19 in the vaccine group.

The report provides more detail on
how certain groups of people fared
with the vaccine, called BNT162b2, in-
cluding people over 65, those with pre-
existing medical conditions, like dia-
betes, and those who are Black and/or
Hispanic – all of whom appeared to be
as well protected as the general pop-
ulation.

Roughly one-third of participants
met the definition of obesity, lower
than the general population of the
U.S., but still high. The average age of
participants was 51. They appeared to
be as well or better protected than ev-
eryone else, countering the concern
that the vaccine might not work as well
in people who are older or who have
conditions that might make them
more vulnerable to serious disease.

The report also noted that the first
vaccine dose seemed to be 82% pro-
tective, although because everyone re-
ceived a second dose three weeks after
the first, there’s no evidence of protec-
tion lasting longer than a few weeks.

With other vaccines, a second or
booster shot extends the protection
they provide.

“We don’t want to just get you
through the night,” Schaffner said,
adding that he’d rather be pleasantly
surprised if the vaccines are shown to
work after just one dose than unpleas-
antly surprised by people getting sick
who stopped at their first shot.

Pfizer
Continued from Page 1D

person American trial that has been
underway for several months, giving
everyone two full doses of the vaccine.

That trial will likely have enough
data early next year to reach a prede-
termined endpoint for analysis.

The company and university don’t
know how their vaccine is faring until
the trial reaches those endpoints and
an independent review board exam-
ines which trial participants caught
COVID-19 – comparing the number of
sickened participants who received
the vaccine to those who received a
placebo.

By that standard, 70% of the people
in the British and Brazilian trials were
protected against COVID-19, according
to data published in the Lancet.

Unlike other vaccine trials, which
only looked at symptomatic cases, the
AstraZeneca/Oxford study also looked
at whether their vaccine could prevent

cases where the person didn’t feel ill
but was contagious.

It’s too early to draw firm conclu-
sions from those results, said Gilbert,
who helped run the study. But they
suggest that the vaccine may also be
preventing asymptomatic cases. Pre-
venting all transmission will be impor-
tant for stopping the pandemic.

The vaccine AZD1222 did appear to
be safe. Only three people in the Brit-
ish and Brazilian trials appeared to
have a serious reaction: The vaccine
was ruled out as the cause of one per-
son’s symptoms because that person
was in the placebo group; another
spiked a fever of 104 after the first shot,
but only for a day or so and had no re-
action to the second dose; and a third
developed a serious potentially para-
lyzing neurological condition called
transverse myelitis.

Pascal Soriot, AstraZeneca’s chief
executive officer, noted in the press
conference that even if his vaccine and
two others undergoing regulatory ap-
proval are authorized, more will be
needed to stop COVID-19.

“We need all the vaccines to help
deal with the pandemic as quickly as
we can,” Soriot said.

Health and patient safety coverage
at USA TODAY is made possible in part
by a grant from the Masimo Founda-
tion for Ethics, Innovation and Com-
petition in Healthcare. The Masimo
Foundation does not provide editorial
input.

AstraZeneca
Continued from Page 1D

“We need all the vaccines

to help deal with the

pandemic as quickly as we

can.”
Pascal Soriot
AstraZeneca’s chief executive officer

settlement, the agency charged with
caring for them. Under a 2008 anti-traf-
ficking law, border agents are supposed
to turn minors over to the resettlement
agency within 72 hours, where they’re
held temporarily and released to rela-
tives or guardians in the U.S. 

Up until last month, federal agents
were quickly expelling the young people
under the Trump administration’s con-
troversial Title 42 policy, which allowed
agents to return the minors to their
countries of origin over concerns of
spreading the coronavirus.

A federal judge in November ordered
the government to cease the quick ex-
pulsions, siding with legal advocates
who said the children were being
stripped of their protections under U.S.
law. Federal lawyers have appealed the
ruling. The government has expelled
more than 200,000 migrants under the
policy since March, including 8,800 un-
accompanied minors, according to The
Associated Press.

“It’s shocking and egregious that the
government would continue to use this
thinly veiled pretext of public safety to
violate children’s human rights,” said
Neha Desai, an attorney with Oakland-
based National Center for Youth Law
who represents migrant children.

Ortiz said the policy has helped
shield agents from the virus. Three Bor-
der Patrol agents and one contractor
have died from COVID-19 since the start
of the pandemic, he said. Customs and
Border Protection has lost about 18 staff-
ers, he said. “It’s been devastating to us
and our workforce,” Ortiz said. 

Agents began noticing an increase in
crossings of minors in late summer. Un-
like the Trump administration’s “Re-
main in Mexico” policy, where migrants
are processed and given a court date be-
fore being delivered to Mexico to await

The number of unaccompanied mi-
grant children arriving at the U.S.-Mex-
ico border has nearly doubled in recent
weeks, and smugglers are using riskier
tactics to get them across, a top U.S.
Border Patrol official says.

Agents are apprehending an average
of 153 young migrants a day since Octo-
ber, up from about 80 a day earlier this
year, Deputy Chief Raul Ortiz, Border
Patrol’s second in command, said in an
interview with USA TODAY. 

Border Patrol agents apprehended
4,764 unaccompanied minors in Octo-
ber, up from 741 in April – a more than
540% jump, according to court filings by
U.S. Customs and Border Protection,
which oversees the Border Patrol. In a
six-day span in November, border
agents apprehended 997 unaccompa-
nied minors.

Most worrying are the large numbers
of those considered “tender age” – 12
and younger and sometimes as little as 7
months old, he said. In October, agents
rescued two Honduran siblings – a
13-year-old boy and a 9-year-old girl –
from an island in the Rio Grande near
Eagle Pass, Texas. On Monday, 10 mi-
grants under 14 were stopped by border
agents in South Texas, Ortiz said. 

“By itself, those numbers are a little
alarming,” he said. “What is concerning
is this tender-age population.”

Unlike similar surges in young mi-
grants last year and in 2014, when the
minors largely turned themselves in af-
ter crossing into the U.S., smugglers this
year are trying to sneak the minors fur-
ther into the U.S. through remote areas
of South Texas, floating them across the
Rio Grande in rickety rafts and hiding
them in stash houses, he said.

In recent months, agents have un-
covered dozens of immigrants crammed
into horse trailers or buried in hidden
floors of trailer trucks. Often, children
are squeezed in among them, Ortiz said.
Last month, four unaccompanied juve-
niles were among the 38 immigrants
found in a Rio Grande City, Texas, stash
house. Border intel agents say more are
on the way, he said. “I really am worried
that something terrible may happen to
one of these groups,” Ortiz said. 

Influxes of unaccompanied minors
have often presented challenges to fed-
eral authorities who, under U.S. law,
need to house and process them sepa-
rately from adults. But with the specter
of the coronavirus pandemic hanging
over the U.S.-Mexico border, capacity
for these children is dwindling, just as
their numbers are rising.

Though the agency usually has 13,764
beds for minors, only 7,971 are available
because of COVID-19 restrictions, ac-
cording to the U.S. Office of Refugee Re-

their hearing, those expelled under Ti-
tle 42 were driven to Mexico or flown
back to Central America without a re-
turn path to asylum in the U.S.

Jennifer Podkul, vice president of
policy and advocacy at Kids in Need of
Defense, a Washington-based advoca-
cy group, said legal advocates at the
border have often lost touch with ex-
pelled children.

The U.S. government “used to say
they were concerned about the safety
of children, worried about their human
rights,” Podkul said. “All those argu-
ments seemed to have disappeared.”

Government facilities housing the
minors have also been off-limits to vis-
itors amid COVID-19 concerns, limit-
ing how much interaction legal advo-
cates have with the children, she said.

The number of unaccompanied mi-
nors is still well below last year’s in-
flux, when agents apprehended 11,475
minors in just one month. But back-to-
back hurricanes in Central America,
which displaced thousands of people,
and economic and public health tur-
moil wrought by the coronavirus could
lead to more migrants arriving at the
U.S. border, advocates said.

Linda Bradmiller, a San Antonio-
based immigration attorney who rep-
resents mostly juveniles, said the most
alarming part of the past few months
has been how quiet her office has been.

Bradmiller is usually busy fielding
calls from relatives of unaccompanied
minors to represent them in immigra-
tion court or meeting with new clients.
Since March, the phone calls have all
but stopped and the number of new
cases has plummeted, she said. Brad-
miller said she worried many of the
minors were returning to dangerous
situations in their home countries.

“They’re in a black hole,” she said.

Unaccompanied minors flood border
Rick Jervis
USA TODAY

An unaccompanied minor from Guatemala is detained by border patrol along
the Rio Grande Valley Sector. Detention facilities have fewer beds available
because of COVID-19 restrictions. SANDY HOOPER/USA TODAY NETWORK

CHICAGO – Hayley Orlinsky has
made so many bracelets, looping color-
ful rubber bands over her thumb and in-
dex finger again and again, that she no
longer has to watch her hands.

The spunky 7-year-old from Chicago
has spent most of the coronavirus pan-
demic crafting the creations as a fund-
raiser to buy personal protective equip-
ment for a children’s hospital.

So far, the endeavor has generated
nearly $20,000 for Ann and Robert H.
Lurie Children’s Hospital, prompting
praise and purchases from Chicago pol-
iticians, a Broadway actor and her be-
loved White Sox.

Hayley’s initial goal was $200, which
she quickly surpassed, charging $3 a
bracelet or $5 for an added charm.

It’s hard for the second grader to
grasp how much more $20,000 is by
comparison – but she figures it’s a lot.

“It’s more than the tooth fairy gives,”
she said.

It all started when she heard news
stories about personal protective equip-
ment shortages during the COVID-19
pandemic and was inspired to help. The
money Hayley raises goes directly to
children’s hospital through a fundrais-
ing office. The hospital hasn’t had any
problems getting gear and has used the
money to pay for masks, goggles, face
shields, gloves and other items for med-
ical workers and visitors, said Tracey
McCusker, an associate director at the
hospital’s foundation.

While many enterprising young peo-
ple are raising funds for causes close to
the heart, the amount Hayley has
brought in is unusual.

“Her fundraiser is exponentially
more than our typical kid fundraiser,”
said McCusker who estimates $500 to
$1,000 is about average.

For Hayley, the mission is personal.
She spent her first days of life at Lurie’s
neonatal intensive care unit after expe-
riencing breathing problems. She want-
ed the doctors, nurses and medical staff
working with kids to “protect them-
selves.”

Her mother, children’s book author
Lori Orlinsky, estimates the effort has
created roughly 8,000 bracelets, most
of them made by Hayley. The fundraiser
has been a family project: A 4-year-old
sister helps organize the bands by color

and both parents help mail the fin-
ished products nationwide.

Family friend Alysson Bourque,
who lives in Louisiana, purchased
some before joining the project, loop-
ing bracelets with her own children.

“We were excited that bracelets
were a symbol of hope and goodwill
and brought people together in a time
where people feel disconnected,” said
Bourque, who also writes children’s
books.

Others have pitched in, too.
Over the summer, Hayley intro-

duced the idea at Apachi Day Camp, a
summer program she’s attended for
years. After Hayley’s pitch, campers of
all ages were on board.

“It just became a thing that every-
one wanted to do,” said Beth Miller, a
camp director. “It bonded the kids.”

Hayley, who loves gymnastics and
dancing, makes bracelets throughout
the day, between online classes and
often while watching television or lis-
tening to Taylor Swift and Kelly Clark-
son. Sometimes her hands get sore.

“I need a manicure,” she said.
Hayley, whose experience in sales

includes selling the most cookies in
her Girl Scout troop, has no immediate
plans to stop making bracelets. The
entrepreneur is dreaming up ways to
bring in more money. She’s done holi-
day-themed-bracelets, sports teams’
colors and red and light blue bracelets
to represent the Chicago flag.

“I want to do it until coronavirus is
over,” she said. “It feels like I’m helping
a lot of people.”

7-year-old raises funds for
PPE at children’s hospital 

Hayley Orlinsky wears bracelets she
made from rubber bands. The
7-year-old crafts the bracelets as a
fundraiser to buy personal protective
equipment for a children’s hospital.
CHARLES REX ARBOGAST/AP

Sophia Tareen
ASSOCIATED PRESS
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With the latest wave of COVID-19 sweeping through
the country, many courts once again are suspending
jury trials – leaving many defendants to languish in jail
and civil plaintiffs waiting for relief.

Requiring large numbers of people to show up for
jury duty and holding traditional trials in often-packed
courtrooms just isn’t a safe bet right now, court offi-
cials say.

“You can go to a grocery store or a hair salon or not,”
said Paula Hannaford-Agor, director of the Center for
Jury Studies at the National Center for State Courts. “If
you get summoned for jury service, it’s not your
choice. The courts are taking that really, really serious-
ly. They have a special obligation not to endanger pub-
lic health and safety.”

But those decisions have major consequences.
Court administrators expect an enormous backlog in
2021 and perhaps beyond. Defendants are left locked
up for longer periods in jail, waiting for their cases to be
heard. And plaintiffs who have filed civil lawsuits
claiming they’ve been harmed by a person or company
can’t get them resolved any time soon.

Nearly every state suspended in-person jury trials
in the early months of the pandemic, starting in
March.

But by late summer and early fall, most courts had
resumed in-person jury trials on a limited basis, Han-
naford-Agor said. Many required masks and temper-
ature checks; some installed plexiglass barriers and
reconfigured courtrooms and jury assembly rooms to
allow for social distancing.

Several states press pause

As COVID-19 cases have spiked, courts have pulled
back. While some have held virtual jury trials, most
haven’t, as there has been a lot of pushback from at-
torneys concerned that viewing evidence and testimo-
ny remotely might affect a trial’s fairness.

At least eight states have suspended in-person jury
trials until January, February or March, according to
the Center for Jury Studies. At least seven other states,
as well as the District of Columbia, have halted them
until further notice.

“A lot of them may not have figured out a way to do it
safely because of space or because of local outbreaks
or because they don’t have the funding to afford all the
hand sanitizer and PPEs,” Hannaford-Agor said.

But some counties, such as Guilford County, North
Carolina, have been holding in-person jury trials. Or-
ange County, California, has held 131 since May, ac-
cording to court spokesperson Kostas Kalaitzidis. Last
year, it held 448 during the same period.

Jury service during the pandemic is fraught with
challenges, Hannaford-Agor said. For a typical felony
case, selecting a jury means bringing in a pool of 35 to
200 potential jurors. That can complicate social dis-
tancing logistics.

Texas backlog could take years to catch up on

In Texas, pre-COVID-19, there were 186 trials a
week on average, said David Slayton, administrative
director of the courts. From March through the end of
September, there were a total of 50.

Even if Texas courts get back to normal by April,
they will have a backlog of around 10,000 cases that
would have been tried by a jury, Slayton said.

“The bottom line,” he said, “is that it’s going to take
a long time to dig out from that. I think it will be years
before we are able to.”

In New Jersey, the backlog for criminal cases in
which defendants haven’t been indicted rose 208%
between October 2019 and October 2020.

Actual jury trials themselves aren’t necessarily
the biggest problem. Fewer than 1% of civil cases and
between 1% and 1.5% of criminal cases ever get to a
jury trial, according to Hannaford-Agor. But having a
specific jury trial date scheduled makes a huge differ-
ence in moving cases along and getting parties talk-
ing, attorneys and court officials say. 

“Most people don’t like to make tough decisions
unless they’re up against a deadline,” said Chris Ad-
ams, president of the National Association of Crimi-
nal Defense Lawyers. “That’s true for many defense
attorneys and prosecutors. You can’t get the doggone
thing dismissed until there’s a trial deadline.”

‘A lot of people sitting in jail’

The suspension of jury trials is taking a toll on
criminal defendants, defense attorneys say.

“There are a lot of people sitting in jail, a lot of non-
violent felonies, drug cases,” said Adams, who is also
a private criminal defense attorney in Charleston,
South Carolina. “The real pressure is on people who
can’t bond out. They’re stuck in jail, and jails are
about the worst place you can be during this pan-
demic.”

Ernie Lewis, executive director of the National As-
sociation for Public Defense, which includes public
defenders and investigators, said his group would
like to see judges release on bond more people being
held in detention awaiting trial. Most can be released
with little impact on public safety, he added.

This story was originally published by Stateline,
an initiative of The Pew Charitable Trusts.

SOME STATES HALT JURY TRIALS

Suspension of jury trials can create challenging backlogs of cases. BIZOO N/GETTY IMAGES

Pause leaves ‘a lot of
people sitting in jail’
Jenni Bergal Stateline

“If you get summoned for jury

service, it’s not your choice. The

courts are taking that really, really

seriously.”
Paula Hannaford-Agor
Director of the Center for Jury Studies
at the National Center for State Courts

The U.S. surpassed 15 million coronavirus cases
Tuesday – with almost exactly 1 in 22 Americans hav-
ing tested positive.

With about 4.3% of the world’s population, the
United States represents about 22% of the world’s re-
ported cases. With 284,887 deaths, the United States
represents about 18.4% of the world’s reported
deaths, according to data from Johns Hopkins Uni-
versity’s dashboard. 

Washington state extends restrictions 

Washington Gov. Jay Inslee announced Tuesday
he is extending restrictions on businesses and social
gatherings through Jan. 4 due to a continued spike in
cases that is straining the state’s hospital system.
The restrictions that took effect last month include
limiting restaurants and bars to to-go service and
outdoor dining. They had been set to expire Dec. 14.
Inslee also announced $50 million in additional
grants for businesses, on top of the $135 million in
grants, loans and other assistance he announced two
weeks ago to help businesses and workers impacted.

158 arrested at illegal party in LA County

More than 150 people were arrested last weekend
at an illegal party in Los Angeles County, where coro-
navirus cases are surging, authorities said. The raid
Saturday night in Palmdale came after Sheriff Alex
Villanueva vowed to crack down on superspreader
events. Lt. Paul Zarris told KTTV that deputies re-
ceived a tip about the party and that people inside
were not wearing masks. Sheriff’s officials said they
want to send a message.

“We just want to make sure that this doesn’t hap-
pen, especially in our area,” Zarris said. 

In NYC, Black students most likely 
to balk at returning to classroom

The push to reopen classrooms for public school
students is drawing only modest interest from par-
ents of students – with a higher percentage of the
white students returning to schools than their minor-
ity peers, data shows. 

The New York Times reports that parents of 70%
of the kids – about 700,000 students – have chosen
to learn from home. Another 110,000 middle and high
school students signed up for in-person classes can-
not return to school buildings quite yet.

Of the 190,000 younger students back in class this
week, Latino students make up the largest share at
about 43%, about equal to their overall representa-
tion in the system. But white children, who are less
likely to be low-income than many of their peers,
make up a quarter of students back in classrooms,
even though they represent just 16% of overall enroll-
ment. And though Black families make up nearly a
quarter of the school system, their children represent
just 18% of the students back in schools.

People of color have been hardest hit by the virus.
“Clearly, there are Black families who are hesitant,

which only makes sense after the disparities they ex-
perienced during the heights of the pandemic,” Bill
Neidhardt, the mayor’s press secretary, said in a
statement. 

Russia: No drinking for 8 weeks

Russia has begun mass immunizations but is
warning recipients they must abstain from drinking
alcohol for eight weeks for the inoculations to be ef-
fective. The head of Russia’s consumer safety agen-
cy, Anna Popova, said recipients should not drink for
two weeks prior to getting the first of two doses. Alco-
hol should be avoided for the three weeks between
the first and second dose, then for three weeks after
the second dose, Popova said. 

“It’s a strain on the body. If we want to stay healthy
and have a strong immune response, don’t drink al-
cohol,” she told the Moscow Times.

Alexander Gintsburg, the head of the state-run
Gamaleya research center that developed Sputnik V,
was a bit less rigid. Gintsburg said that while alcohol
should not be abused before or after vaccination, “a
single glass of champagne never hurt anyone.”

Contributing: John Bacon, Elinor Aspegren, Mike
Stucka, The Associated Press

CORONAVIRUS NEWS BRIEFING

1 in 22 people in
America have
tested positive

in the midst of a horrific deadly plague to maximize
lives saved has to be our moral priority,” he said. “I will
accept a bit of risk in terms of supply to get to that goal
as long as manufacturers will promise that the second
doses are highly, highly likely to be available for those
who got the first dose.”

Some experts however, are not convinced they
would take that risk, especially after Pfizer and its
partner BioNTech slashed the number of doses for the
end of the year from an original estimate of 100 million.
According to TIME magazine and the Wall Street
Journal, a spokeswoman cited supply-chain issues,
saying that scaling up the raw material supply chain
“took longer than expected.” 

“The hardest part of making vaccines is making
vaccines,” said Dr. Paul Offit, director of the Vaccine
Education Center and an attending physician in the
Division of Infectious Diseases at Children’s Hospital
of Philadelphia. “Mass production is always the hard-

est part.”
The Pifzer/BioNTech COVID-19 vaccine, as well as

another frontrunner from Moderna, is based on mes-
senger RNA technology. Offit says the lipid particles
used to carry the mRNA into the body are the most dif-
ficult part of the vaccine to scale up. The lipid particles

protect the mRNA from degenerating too quickly in the
body before it gets delivered into the cell. 

The benefit of vaccinating 40 million people may
outweigh the risk of delaying a second dose if the first
dose was at least 50% effective, he said, because peo-
ple would be partially protected. 

But not everyone agrees. Operation Warp Speed
chief science adviser Dr. Moncef Slaoui said in an in-
terview Sunday with Margaret Brennan on CBS’ Face
the Nation “it would be inappropriate to partially im-
munize large numbers of people and not complete
their immunization.”

Not only would it be taking a risk, he said, it also
could decrease confidence in the vaccine.

“We don’t know how the behavior of the vaccine
would be if we omit to give the second dose at three
weeks or at four weeks after the first dose,” Slaoui said.
“We want to do things by exactly how they were stud-
ied and how they have been approved.”

Health and patient safety coverage at USA TODAY is
made possible in part by a grant from the Masimo
Foundation for Ethics, Innovation and Competition in
Healthcare. The Masimo Foundation does not provide
editorial input.

Vaccine
Continued from Page 1D

The U.S. hopes to have close to 40 million doses of
COVID-19 vaccine by the end of the year. GETTY IMAGES
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The holidays have come to New York
City amid the COVID-19 pandemic. 

While some traditions, including the
Radio City Music Hall Christmas Spec-
tacular featuring the Rockettes, have
been canceled, others, like the Rockefel-
ler Center Christmas tree, Bryant Park
Winter Village and Saks Fifth Avenue’s
window displays are still happening –
just very differently this year. 

“Many of the things that make the
holidays so special also carry the most
risk,” said New York City Department of
Health and Mental Hygiene Commis-
sioner Dr. Dave Chokshi. “I understand
that after all we’ve been through, there
is a need to find comfort through cele-
brating with family and community. But
I want to be clear: The holidays this year
cannot look like years past.”

Though the city’s department of
health has advised people not to travel,
organizers of holiday destinations say
they have taken extensive steps to en-
sure the health and safety of those visi-
tors who do decide to come.

Outdoor lights
at New York Botanical Garden

The New York Botanical Garden
closed its popular holiday train show to
all but its members this year, in an effort
to reduce crowding. Instead, it’s offering
a new outdoor light experience called
Glow.

“The capacity for the train show is se-
verely limited, but we still wanted to of-
fer something to the public that has sup-
ported us so much, especially during
this time,” said Vice President for Gar-
den Experience Lauren Turchio.

Glow, which features thousands of
LED lights, takes place outdoors in a
portion of the Botanical Garden’s 250
acres. Turchio said valuable lessons in
crowd control and COVID-19 safety were
learned when the Botanical Garden re-
opened in July, lessons it’s applying to
the holidays.

“We had a steady, but limited open-
ing, for members, our community part-
ners and health care heroes in the first
week, and that helped us try out all the
safety protocols,” Turchio said. “Every-
one adapted very well. Since our July
opening, we have had 230,000 ticketed

guests.” 
The same protocols are in place for

Glow: advance ticketed reservations,
reduced capacity and large outdoor
areas for visitors to stroll.

Bryant Park requires reservations

Bank of America Winter Village at
Bryant Park, which has been open since
late October, reduced the number of
vendors at its holiday market from 170 to
about 60 to create more room in the
park. Timed reservations are also re-
quired for skating. With many people
opting to stay home, especially out-of-
town tourists, the venue is expecting
fewer travelers and more local visitors.

“We’ve had several people tell us that
in a normal year, they might wait until
after the holidays to visit Bryant Park,
but without those crowds, New Yorkers
are really enjoying the holiday season at
Bank of America Winter Village for
themselves this year,” said Irene Vagia-
nos, vice president of brand partner-
ships and events at Bryant Park.

Grand Central Terminal 
fair is virtual

At nearby Grand Central Terminal,
the popular Holiday Fair, which always
drew crowds, went all virtual this year,
with 60 artisans and craftspeople sell-
ing their work online. 

“The Grand Central Holiday Fair nor-
mally brings a ton of energy and people
and good cheer to a tightly packed in-
door area, but this year, with concerns
about social distancing, we opted to
bring some of that energy online,” said
MTA spokesman Aaron Donovan. “We
are optimistic about the online version
of the fair.” 

Rockefeller tree limits visitors;
fewer tourists expected in NYC

According to Alyssa Schmid of NYC &
Company, the convention and visitors
bureau in New York City, about 7 million
people traditionally visit New York City
during a typical holiday season, from
Thanksgiving to Christmas. About
750,000 people, Schmid added, visit
the Rockefeller Center Christmas tree
per day.

Far fewer will get up close and per-
sonal this year; the area directly around
the tree is closed, and visitors in groups
of no more than four will be allowed 5
minutes in COVID-19-safe pods at so-
cially distanced spots to snap their pho-
tos. Access will be granted via an app

and a virtual queue.
With travel restrictions in place, es-

pecially from other states, the tourism
group estimates that just 22.9 million
people will visit the entire city in the last
nine months of 2020.

For those who do come, Schmid said
businesses and venues are taking part
in the Stay Well NYC Pledge, which in-
cludes hand-washing and sanitizing,
requiring face coverings, social distanc-
ing and using contactless payment
whenever possible.

“Additionally, many of the activities
have their own protocols in place this
year, including limited and timed ticket-
ing,” Schmid said. A list of the business-
es participating is available at NYCgo-
.com.

Macy’s goes ‘touchless’

Macy’s is using “touchless technol-
ogy” and holiday-themed 6-foot dis-
tance markers so visitors can safely in-
teract with their iconic holiday window
displays, which this season are de-
signed as a thank you to those New
Yorkers who have been on the front lines
of the pandemic.

“The safety of our colleagues and
customers is our top priority,” said

Bridget Betances, the national media
relations manager at Macy’s. “In order
to avoid gathering crowds, we encour-
age customers to view the windows at
their leisure and practice proper social
distancing.” 

Saks Fifth Avenue’s 
windows and light show is on

Saks Fifth Avenue’s windows and
light show, called “This is How We Cele-
brate,” are open, as well, but the store is
also live-streaming the nightly show to
encourage people to watch from home
instead of crowding the sidewalk.

Bronx Zoo limits capacity

At the Bronx Zoo, capacity is also lim-
ited for its Holiday Lights show, which
began Nov. 20. Organizers have expand-
ed the annual event to allow for more so-
cial distancing, among other health and
safety precautions. 

“The response from the public has
been positive,” said a Bronx Zoo spokes-
person. “It is clear that people are look-
ing to get out and experience the holi-
days with some sense of normalcy.” 

Personal safety is key

Leaving home to come to the city for a
holiday excursion is a personal decision
that should not be taken lightly. Chokshi
emphasized the importance of the city’s
health and safety protocols, including
discouraging unnecessary travel. 

“We know that an informed and
watchful city is one of our best defenses
against COVID-19. Mistletoe may be off
limits this year, but holiday cheer is not,”
Chokshi said. “Mask up, maintain dis-
tance, wash your hands, stay home if
you’re ill and get tested. Please, if you
don’t absolutely have to, don’t travel.
This will help protect not just your loved
ones, but also other New Yorkers.” 

Even with all the pandemic restric-
tions, capacity limits and more, the Bo-
tanical Garden’s Turchio found a silver
lining. 

The New York Botanical Garden, she
said, had been contemplating a night-
time light experience for several years.
The pandemic accelerated those plans.

“A lot of our garden peers have had
successful ones, and this year, given the
conditions we thought it was the perfect
time to launch it,” she said.

“We are happy to be able to offer
something to the public that has sup-
ported us so much especially during this
time.”

City that never sleeps still lights up
Some pandemic changes
for NYC holiday tradition

Heather Clark and Karen Croke
Rockland/Westchester Journal News

USA TODAY NETWORK

The Rockefeller Center Christmas tree
stands on Thursday in New York City.
CINDY ORD/GETTY IMAGES

The holiday season may not be filled
with in-person parties this year, but
that doesn’t mean there aren’t plenty of
ways to get into the holiday spirit.
Around the country, organizations are
working overtime to bring safe holiday
fun to life with drive-thru light shows,
interactive displays at museums and
zoos, and reimagined holiday perfor-
mances. 

With social distancing of utmost im-
portance right now, many family-
friendly outdoor events and destina-
tions are opting for timed tickets and
limited attendance, so be sure to check
online and reserve tickets before you go.
Here’s a look at the most exciting social-
ly distanced holiday events around the
U.S. this year. 

Drive-thru light shows

With most promising more than a
million lights you can experience from
the protective bubble of your own car,
light shows are perhaps the most pan-
demic-friendly way to get a hefty dose
of holiday cheer. Celebration in the Oaks
in New Orleans’ City Park has created a
driving tour of its famous annual holi-
day light festival. More than a million
lights adorn the city’s famous oaks to
create a magical winter spectacle, with
all proceeds going to the maintenance
and care of the park. 

Stretching for a magical 4 miles, The
Wayne County Lightfest in Michigan is
the largest drive-thru holiday light show
in the Midwest. With nearly 50 animat-
ed and themed displays to marvel at, the
experience lasts for nearly 30 minutes;
and at only $5 per vehicle, it’s appeal-
ingly affordable. 

For a California interactive drive-
thru light show experience, The Ventura
County Fairgrounds is offering Holidays
in Your Car. Cruise your way through
light shows animated to the tunes of
holiday classics. This safe holiday ad-
venture dazzles with more than one mil-
lion LED lights, holograms, projection
mapping, lasers, and some displays
standing more than 40 feet tall.

Zoos, museums and gardens

Zoos, museums, and gardens around
the U.S. are offering festive al fresco
holiday events, making them good
choices for a little holiday cheer. 

In Texas, take a break from Earth this
holiday season with a trip to Houston’s
Space Center’s Galaxy Lights. This
event, the most interactive and techno-
logically advanced light display in the
state, takes advantage of the Space Cen-
ter’s ample outdoor grounds. With a

200-foot LED light tunnel and interac-
tive light pads under the wing of the
shuttle carrier, holiday lights have never
been more far out. 

The Naples Botanical Garden in Flor-
ida offers families the chance to step
into an enchanted night garden, illumi-
nated by millions of lights, with its
Night Lights in the Garden. It rounds out
offerings with special holiday menu
items at the café and live music, ensur-
ing that this festive evening will delight
the whole family. 

Holiday performances

While music, dance, and other arts
performances aren’t packing theaters
this holiday season, plenty are going on-
line, creating an amazing opportunity to
see world-famous holiday shows with-
out the holiday crowds. 

Get cozy at home and take a virtual
trip to the New York City Ballet to see

George Balanchine’s family favorite,
“The Nutcracker.” The Boston Sympho-
ny Orchestra is also taking its annual
Boston Pops Holiday Celebration on-
line. This year’s performance features
singalongs and an imaginative musical
film, as well as sensory support for fam-
ilies that need it. 

If your holiday season needs an infu-
sion of magic, try Mary Zimmerman’s
“The Steadfast Tin Soldier,” inspired by
the Hans Christian Andersen story. At
just over an hour long, this play will keep
young audiences as captivated as any
favorite holiday movie. Or, look for clos-
er-to-home holiday inspiration: Many
local ballet companies, theater troupes,
and symphonies are busy creating on-
line performances this year.

New Year, new you,
polar plunge-style

This isn’t the year for ringing in 2021
at a traditional New Year’s Eve party, but
it could be just the excuse you need to
start a new tradition … like a New Year’s
Day charity polar plunge. Polar plunges
involve swimming in a cold body of wa-
ter, usually with a group of people -- but
this winter, many are finding creative
ways to chill out at a safe distance. 

The Guinness World Record-setting
Tybee Polar Plunge is back for 2021, but
with a pandemic twist: Rather than
gathering in person, participants can
plunge from anywhere. Registration
fees go to support the Tybee Post Thea-
ter, and registrants will get a special-
for-2020 coveted commemorative
T-shirt. 

Like the Tybee Polar Plunge, Special
Olympics polar plunges are going so-
cially distanced around the country, too.
Start the new year by giving back while
taking an icy plunge wherever you are.

Enjoying holiday events from a safe social distance 
Kathryn Sarkis
FamilyVacationist.com

George Balanchine’s “The Nutcracker,” an annual holiday tradition, is going
virtual this season. PAUL KOLNIK/NEW YORK CITY BALLET
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News from across the USA

ALABAMA Montgomery: The state
set a record of more than 2,000 hos-
pitalized COVID-19 patients Monday
as some facilities began to postpone
nonemergency procedures. 

ALASKA Anchorage: Funding for a
program providing housing assis-
tance to city residents during the
coronavirus pandemic is expected to
be depleted by the end of the month,
and applications have been closed. 

ARIZONA Phoenix: The state set a
daily record Tuesday with more than
12,300 new coronavirus cases as the
number of hospitalized patients ap-
proached levels similar to the peak of
the summer’s surge. 

ARKANSAS Little Rock: The latest
COVID-19 forecast from the Univer-
sity of Arkansas for Medical Sciences
Fay W. Boozman College of Public
Health suggests the coronavirus will
peak in Arkansas in late March. 

CALIFORNIA Ventura: Three counties
northwest of Los Angeles want to be
separated from the state-designated
Southern California region for deter-
mining the extent of pandemic re-
strictions. Ventura, Santa Barbara
and San Luis Obispo counties plan to
seek approval to create a smaller
Central Coast region.

COLORADO Denver: The family that
owns a renowned jazz club plans to
close its doors permanently, partly
because of the pandemic. El Chapul-
tepec is known as an unpretentious
bar where jazz legends have stopped
to play for free, KCNC-TV reports. 

CONNECTICUT Hartford: Gov. Ned
Lamont on Monday cleared the way
for pharmacists to administer any
COVID-19 vaccine authorized by the
federal Food and Drug Administra-
tion. Lamont’s executive order also
caps how much providers who are
considered out-of-network by in-
surers may charge to administer CO-
VID-19 vaccines, to ensure no one is
required to pay out-of-pocket.

DELAWARE Wilmington: As surging
coronavirus cases continue to limit
indoor dining, food and drink estab-
lishments are hunting for new ways
to entice customers to their strug-
gling businesses. BrewHaHa! in Wil-
mington’s Trolley Square has created
a Winter Wonderland outdoor dining
area for children and adults. In New-
ark, Caffe Gelato has set up two glass
greenhouses on the sidewalk. 

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA Washing-
ton: D.C. is reporting its highest CO-
VID-19 case rate ever, averaging more
than 250 new cases a day, WUSA-TV
reports. The situation has gotten
severe enough that on Monday, May-
or Muriel Bowser announced new
restrictions on sports, including the
prohibition of high-contact sports –
universities and professional leagues
are exempt – and the suspension of
high school extracurricular sports. 

FLORIDA Tallahassee: An appeals
court has tossed out a challenge by
the Leon County Republican Party
chairman to a county requirement
that people wear face masks to try to
prevent the spread of COVID-19. 

GEORGIA Atlanta: The number of
confirmed and suspected coronavirus
infections has soared more than 70%
in the state in the week ended Mon-
day. Georgia is likely to record its
10,000th confirmed or suspected
death from COVID-19 this week. 

HAWAII Honolulu: The state has
released a plan on how it will try to
strengthen broadband infrastructure.
The pandemic has accelerated de-
mands for such improvements, as
widespread stay-at-home orders have
forced many people to rely on the
internet at home in order to work. 

IDAHO Boise: Public health officials
in the state have reported delays in
contact tracing and have not been
able to accurately report the number
of confirmed COVID-19 cases as resi-
dents refuse to cooperate. 

ILLINOIS Springfield: The state’s
COVID-19 vaccination plan prioritiz-
ing counties by death rates will
change as the plan progresses, Illi-
nois’ public health director said Mon-
day, while clarifying that hospital
staff will be eligible even if they’re
outside a targeted county. 

INDIANA Indianapolis: The state
continues to be one of the nation’s
COVID-19 hot spots by many mea-
sures. In the week following Thanks-
giving, Indiana was the only state
that had more than 1,000 new cases a
day per million people, according to
the COVID Tracking Project. 

IOWA Des Moines: The state has
started reporting the COVID-19
deaths of people who were diag-
nosed with the coronavirus but not
tested, a change that boosted Iowa’s
death toll by 177 on Tuesday and
could add hundreds more. 

KANSAS Topeka: Stormont Vail
Health is participating in a study
working to reduce the time COVID-
19 patients spend in hospitals. CEO
Robert Kenagy said the National
Institute of Allergy and Infectious
Diseases selected Stormont Vail for
a research trial to determine the
effectiveness of a “hyperimmune
immunoglobulin” treatment. 

KENTUCKY Owensboro: Daviess
County Fiscal Court and the Owens-
boro City Commission are preparing
to waive license fees for restaurants
and bars to help ease the burden of
the pandemic, the Owensboro Mes-
senger-Inquirer reports. 

LOUISIANA Baton Rouge: With a
coronavirus vaccine expected to be
widely available within months, the
governor and public health leaders
are looking ahead to the latest pan-
demic challenge: persuading people
to willingly get vaccinated. Louisi-
ana’s health department is planning
a widespread marketing and com-
munity outreach effort.

MAINE Portland: A surge in cases
of the coronavirus has necessitated
changes to the way the state in-
vestigates new cases, the director of
the Maine Center for Control and
Prevention said Monday. Until now,
every person who tested positive
received a notification from Maine
CDC, Dr. Nirav Shah said. The grow-
ing case burden required the agency
to redirect resources to those facing
the highest risks, Shah said. 

MARYLAND Baltimore: The state’s
attorney for the city is reviewing
whether to release older prisoners
with medical conditions that make
them vulnerable to COVID-19. 

MASSACHUSETTS Boston: Gov.
Charlie Baker is reinstating some
restrictions meant to help slow the
coronavirus’ spread. While Baker’s
move will tighten some restrictions,
restaurants, casinos and many oth-
er indoor venues will still be allowed
to remain open, even as the state is
again opening field hospitals. 

MICHIGAN Lansing: Nonpublic
schools sued Monday after Gov.
Gretchen Whitmer’s administration
extended a coronavirus order that
prevents in-person instruction at
high schools across the state, saying
it violates the First Amendment
right to practice religion.

MISSISSIPPI Jackson: The state
Department of Education said Mon-
day that kindergarten enrollment
has decreased and home schooling
has increased this academic year,
largely explaining the drop of more
than 23,000 students enrolled in
public schools. 

MISSOURI O’Fallon: The coronavi-
rus surge is creating problems for
police departments and sheriff’s
offices in Springfield, St. Louis
County, Kansas City and Howard
County, forcing some to temporarily
close to the public and prompting
others to relocate jail inmates. 

MONTANA Helena: Republicans
and Democrats clashed Monday
over how to hold the upcoming leg-
islative session safely amid a pan-
demic. Majority Republicans voiced
support for forming a leadership
panel that would make decisions on
safety precautions once the session
begins, eliciting concern from Dem-
ocrats that the session would exac-
erbate the public health crisis. Dem-
ocrats want to decide on a plan of
action before the session begins
Jan. 4 and offered three proposals
that were met with opposition or
skepticism from Republicans. 

NEBRASKA Omaha: The latest virus
numbers in the state show some
improvement, but health officials
say cases remain high, and it’s not
yet clear how Thanksgiving gather-
ings and travel will affect the num-
bers. Dr. James Lawler with the
University of Nebraska Medical
Center’s Global Center for Health
Security told the Omaha World-
Herald that “there’s a good chance,
without more concerted effort, that
we stand a chance to go back up.” 

NEVADA Las Vegas: The number of
people hospitalized with COVID-19
has more than doubled over the
past month, officials said Monday,
increasing to 1,617 statewide. The
state’s 14-day positivity testing rate
was 21.2% on Monday – the highest
since the start of the pandemic. 

NEW HAMPSHIRE Concord: At least
60 people have responded to a call
for staffing help at the State Veter-
ans Home in Tilton, which has been
dealing with a COVID-19 outbreak. 

NEW JERSEY Trenton: The number
of New Jerseyans with COVID-19
who refuse to cooperate with con-
tact tracers continues to grow, ham-
pering efforts to stem the spread of
the virus, Gov. Phil Murphy said
Monday. A “whopping” 74% of
cases do not give information about
recent contacts with others to gov-
ernment health employees, he said. 

NEW MEXICO Santa Fe: The gover-
nor and top health officials are try-
ing to fend off a flurry of lawsuits by
businesses owners who say finan-
cial losses caused by the state’s
pandemic health orders amount to a
regulatory taking and should be
compensated. 

NEW YORK New York: Hundreds of
bodies are still stored in freezer
trucks at a disaster morgue set up
during the city’s coronavirus surge
in the spring, according to the Office
of Chief Medical Examiner. Many of
the 650 bodies at the morgue on the
Brooklyn waterfront as of late No-
vember are of people whose families
can’t be located or can’t afford a
proper burial, officials said. 

NORTH CAROLINA Wendell: A store
owner has been cited for encourag-
ing customers not to wear masks in
her store. Wendell General Store
owner Regina Harmon was cited
last week with one count of aiding
and abetting the violation of an
executive order, news outlets report. 

NORTH DAKOTA Bismarck: State
health officials confirmed 366 new
coronavirus cases Monday, marking
the fourth straight day that positive
tests have dropped and continuing a
trend of falling positivity rates. 

OHIO Columbus: The state reported
a record 25,721 new COVID-19 cases
Tuesday as it cleared a backlog of
more than 12,000 antigen tests. But
the number of confirmed cases tied
to the more reliable polymerase chain
reaction test was still the highest
single-day addition yet: 11,728 cases. 

OKLAHOMA Oklahoma City: The
Oklahoma State Department of
Health on Tuesday reported nearly
2,300 new coronavirus cases, while
the trend of newly reported cases per
day declined below 3,000, and the
daily number of deaths rose. 

OREGON Portland: People in the city
who are struggling financially amid
the COVID-19 pandemic will be able
to try again for a prepaid $500 VISA
debit card to cover household ex-
penses. Oregon Public Broadcasting
reports the application period will be
open Thursday from 3 to 6 p.m. on
the city’s PDX Assist website.

PENNSYLVANIA Harrisburg: The
nursing home industry is suing Penn-
sylvania, claiming the state illegally
withheld more than $150 million that
was intended to help long-term care
facilities shoulder the financial bur-
den of the coronavirus pandemic. 

RHODE ISLAND Cranston: The state’s
second-largest school district will
move to all-remote learning for the
rest of the year because “we are un-
able to staff our buildings safely any
longer” amid a surge in coronavirus
cases, according to a letter to parents. 

SOUTH CAROLINA Mount Pleasant:
The Lowcountry Oyster Festival will
be held next month, but attendance
will be limited to 5,000 people, orga-
nizers said. 

SOUTH DAKOTA Sioux Falls: Christ-
mas tree sellers say the pandemic
and relatively mild weather are driv-
ing early, heavy traffic by shoppers
this year. Some lots, including Baum-
gartner Family Christmas Trees in
Sioux Falls, are running out of trees. 

TENNESSEE Nashville: A new mu-
seum that focuses on African Amer-
ican music will open next month,
officials said. The National Museum
of African American Music will host a
socially distanced ribbon cutting
Jan. 18, news outlets report. 

TEXAS Austin: With new cases of the
coronavirus and hospitalizations
spiking in Texas as winter approach-
es, Gov. Greg Abbott on Monday
launched a program to provide small
businesses with rapid tests for their
employees. 

UTAH Salt Lake City: The state’s
population swelled by an estimated
52,820 people during the fiscal year
that ended July 1, 2020, as a years-
long economic boom ended and the
pandemic and its recession began.
“We also anticipate a higher number
of deaths in 2021 due to COVID-19,”
the report said, “leading to a sharper
decline in natural increase if births
do not increase.” 

VERMONT Montpelier: Some long-
term care facilities are reporting dra-
matic increases in the numbers of
people infected by the virus that
causes COVID-19, state officials said
Tuesday. 

VIRGINIA Richmond: Health officials
say they’ll likely have to scale back on
contact tracing because coronavirus
transmission levels are rising so high. 

WASHINGTON Spokane: The pan-
demic continues to rage in the Spo-
kane region, with outbreaks linked to
long-term care facilities and the Air-
way Heights Corrections Center.
Meanwhile, Grant County continues
to see the effects of a 300-person
wedding near Ritzville that became a
COVID-19 superspreader event.

WEST VIRGINIA Charleston: State
Attorney General Patrick Morrisey
said Monday that he is recuperating
in isolation at home after being diag-
nosed with the coronavirus and
pneumonia. 

WISCONSIN Madison: Gov. Tony
Evers and his administration will use
federal coronavirus relief money to
fund additional staff members in
hospitals and nursing facilities across
the state as the pandemic continues. 

WYOMING Cheyenne: The state will
require face coverings in public in-
door spaces, reduce bar and restau-
rant hours, and further limit gather-
ing sizes in response to this fall’s
surge in coronavirus cases, Gov. Mark
Gordon announced Monday. 

From USA TODAY Network and
wire reports

HIGHLIGHT: MINNESOTA

Myley, Bella and Steve Moorefield craft suncatchers Dec. 2. USA TODAY NETWORK

Waite Park: As COVID-19 has forced people to remain physically distant, a local
family is donating homemade suncatchers to hospital patients to show they are
not alone. For the Moorefield family, making rainbow suncatchers is a way to be
present without being physically present. Each one is made in remembrance of
Rachel and Steve Moorefield’s late son, Isaiah. For each suncatcher purchased
through their business, Eternal Rainbows, one is donated to a COVID-19 patient
at the St. Cloud Hospital, Rachel Moorefield said. “This was a small way for us to
be able to help others and give people light when it seems so very dark,” she said. 
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Each circle represents total numbers for one county:

Reported cases in the past 7 days

Each dot represents total numbers for one county:

Reported deaths in the past 7 days

New deaths
per day
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 As of 3 p.m. EST Tuesday

Miami-Dade 
County
Past 7 days:
15,446 new cases
+17.2% 
change from 
previous week

Tampa
(Hillsborough 
County)
Past 7 days:
3,306 new cases

+34.5% change from 
previous week

Chicago
(Cook County)

Past 7 days:

26,324 new cases

+18.8% change from 
previous week

New York City
Past 7 days:

3,520
new cases

+26.7% 
change from 
previous week

Phoenix
Past 7 days:

22,828 new cases
+61.3% change from 
previous week

Honolulu
Past 7 days:

511 new cases
+9.4% change from 
previous week

Houston
Past 7 days:

8,084 new cases

-2.1% change from 
previous week

SOURCE Johns Hopkins University, Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, USA TODAY research

 As of 3 p.m. EST Tuesday

NOTE Some states do not 
report deaths by county

Miami-Dade 
County
Past 7 days:
99 deaths

Atlanta
(Fulton County)
Past 7 days:
3,008 new cases
+65.9% change 
from 
previous week

Atlanta
(Fulton County)
Past 7 days:
21 deaths

Houston
Past 7 days:
60 deaths

1 1,000 30,00010,000

1 50 200

Weekly
average

Salt Lake City 

Past 7 days:

7,651 new cases

+ 22.1% change 
from previous week

Minneapolis
(Hennepin County) 

Past 7 days:

7,399 new cases

-11.2% change 
from previous week

Tampa
(Hillsborough 
County)
Past 7 days:
35 deaths

Chicago
(Cook County)

Past 7 days:
349 deaths

New York 
City
Past 7 days:
7 deaths

Phoenix
Past 7 days:
171 deaths

Salt Lake City
Past 7 days:
29 deaths

Minneapolis
(Hennepin County) 

Past 7 days:
54 deaths

Los Angeles
Past 7 days:
281 deaths

 As of 3 p.m. EST Tuesday  As of 3 p.m. EST Tuesday

Los Angeles
Past 7 days:

56,961 new cases

+88.1% change from 
previous week

100,000

200,000
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cases of COVID-19, by day

Honolulu
Past 7 days:
9 deaths

Tracking coronavirus cases across the states
KARINA ZAIETS, MITCHELL THORSON, SHAWN J. SULLIVAN, JANIE HASEMAN AND JANET LOEHRKE/USA TODAY

CONFIRMED CASES IN THE U.S.

15,067,000
CONFIRMED DEATHS IN THE U.S.

285,000

5,080

259,325

135,844

252,136

234,652

Total
cases
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trendState
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States experiencing rapid 
growth of COVID-19 cases
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